


Hey, little Keidran, 


What was that? 
Sounds like some- 
‘one's in trouble. 


These are 
human lands... 


Looks like you're 


a lot of trouble. 


Well, | won't know 

anything sitting here. 
Ihave a feeling I'll 
need this, though. 


‘And your head's 
worth quite a lot here. 
You'd be amazed 
what they'd pay for a 
hide like yours. 





her alon 


Great, now what do 
do? | don't even know if 
can use this sword! 
‘And what is this 
girl, anyways? 


Hey, what the hell do 
you think you're doing? 
| saw it first, and. 

wait... you're. 


Y-you're the Grand Templar! 





Be careful around that one, 


‘My apologies, Master Templar. though. You may want to dispatch her 
I didn't realize it was you, quickly. She can be vicious. 


The Keidran’s all yours. 
Goodbye, Trace. 


Yes, good. 
This may work 
out after all 


Taking his memories 
was a stroke of genius. 


and hope they don't kill 
each other... just yet. 


My enemy has become 
my greatest asset, 


What better way to 
protect the girl than with the 
human's own weapon? 








Twokinds 


Well, she isn’t 


responding to anything 
I've said to her. 


Maybe she isn't 
intelligent. 


Jeez, what 
Hey, there! Are am | doing? 
you alright? f That guy said this 
Don't worry, thing is dangerous! 
that guy won't hurt 
you now. 


But... though she looks ‘4 


like an animal... | get the feeling 
she's intelligent as well. 
Hope she doesn’t 
attack me. 


I'll just leave her 
here, I'm sure she'll be 
fine on her own. 


But | still won't hurt 
her for no reason 
It just wouldn't 
be right. 








We've been walking around for about five hours. 
Whatever this thing is, it seems to want to follow me. How are you 
Thope this path leads to a town or city of some kind. holding up? 





Well, It’s getting kinda 
late. We should camp out 
here for tonight. 


According to this map, we're Well, what do 
near a town. We should be able you think? 
to reach it by tomorrow. Y) 
X ) 
Y) ag 


TZ 
Sf) a 
ashy 


= 
% 
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‘Okay, relax... She's 
just an animal Erm... sorry. This shirt gets 
a naked one. kinda uncomfortable against my 
fur after a while... Trace. 


I guess | should have. 
She'd been responding to me 
like she knew what I was saying. 


I... thought you 
knew that. 


But | wonder if being intelligent 
makes her even more dangerous? 








‘Ah! How did you... know my name? 
Woah, hold on! I didn't 
mean anything! You don’t have to 


go if you don’t want to! 


Please, Flora— 


Well, |. 
Wait... how did | 
know your name? 


‘Oh, nevermind. What I'm saying 
is, | won't force you to do anything. You 
don't have to go with me. 

Now please, get up. 


> 


A 





Ehem, well... | guess I'd 


better get the camp supplies. 





Ah, I'm really tired. This is the first chance Who am I... how did | get here? 
I've had to sit down and think about what's And what is this weird girl? Maybe 
going on. Still no memories of my past. they're normal around here...? 


Well, 'm not getting anywhere. 
Maybe I'l ind out more in the 


next town. That guy | met earlier seemed 
to know me. Was | important? 





What is this place? 
Is this a dream? 


Must.. get away! 
Please, help me! 
The Keidran... some- 
one help me! 





Did she... go back 
home? I guess it's for the 
best, but stil 


What was that? 
Is that you up 
there, Flora? 





Ack! 
Stop! What are 
you doing?! 


Hah, foolish 
Human. This is 
too easy! 


Taking Flora 
was a mistake! 
I'm going to enjoy 
ripping you to- 


<Leave him 
alone, Sythe!» 


‘W-what happened? 
Wait, is that. 
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<What are you 
doing here? Everything's 
under control!> 


“But I... thought you 
were in trouble» 














What are 
they saying? 

Well at least 
Flora seems to be 
holding her own. 













Strange, that guy's 
a lot bigger then her. 
why is he afraid? 






<Uh,.. what 
language did | say 
that in again?> 






If he gives me 
trouble, /'l just kill 
him myselfi! 


“But | hope you know 
what you're doing.> 
<You know how dangerous 
the humans can be.> 


‘Well, that was 
easy enough! 
Are you okay, 
Trace? 


L1'm glad you came 
when you did... 


unless you intend 
tokill me, too, 


Well, 'm just gunna. 

move over here for now.. 
I don't want to. 

cause any trouble. 





‘Ah! What are 
you doing? 
Trace, relax! | just 
said that stuff to get him 
to leave you alone. 


Oh, I.. see... who was 
that guy, anyway? 


Oh, that was 
‘Sythe, my bodyguard... 
and my fiancé. 


But then... why 
did he attack me? 


But... you wouldn't 
attack me, right? 


Yeah. We were ina 
caravan together when it 
was attacked. 


= 

any) He ran off and left 

=“ me, until you saved me 
from the human. 


Know what? | don't remember 
anything up until yesterday. 


Oh... well let's just 
say... Our two races don't 
usually get along. 


Not unless you give 
me a reason to! 











a. Two hours later. 


We'd better ] 
get going then. It's 
already daytime. Hey, Flora! 
It looks like this 











What's 
wrong? 





Just go! 


Do you want me 
\{ to get you anything? 


But go now! 


VX Flora, are you 
sure you don't 
want to—? _ £ 
Yes! I'm sure! 











Jeez, no wonder Flora didn't 
want to come along. | wonder what they 
Well, this looks have against Keidran? 
like as good a place to i 


get started as any. | = <i] 
b No Keidmare! 

| 

q = Ze 
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Ow! What 
was that for? 














You know darn 
well what that was for! 


Where have 
you been in the 
last month? 


Out hunting 





But then you go missing and 


word goes ‘round that _ 

















> 
those blasted Keidran 9 w 
again, no doubt Do you know how 4 <- 


worried | was? As your 


girlfriend, | should know 
where you're going. 




























= 
But | don't 
remem-hey! ) 





= 


Come on! There's 
a bar fight going on! 


6 Let's break it up! 


at? 
4 A Bar fight?! 


Vai 
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HEY! You two 
get back here! I'm 
not done yelling! 
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° a 
stevia animal. ; 


| already told 
you! I'm nota 
Keidran! 




















You're not 
human! 
GZ 


aa 





















































> Twerp! | get you'll 
want to take care of him 
pp, Yourself right, Trace? 








Oh yeah, I'l 
‘help him out.” 


So, what can | That's not 


2 
\ Se fohyou what I meant! 















































Happy 
Holidays! 

















What the heck is wrong with 
Trace? He chose to side with 
that animal instead of me! 


It's like he has no 
memory of us! He's not 
at all the same. 





| kinda like this 
nicer Trace. 


What is that thing he's 
talking to, anyway? It doesn’t 
look like a Keidran. 


It's not. It's a Basitin, a different 
race that lives on an island, | think. It's 
rare to see one around here. 


‘Oh, Karen, you know 
didn’t mean... yours 
look good on you- Ah! Get her off of 
‘me! Ow, not there! Stop! 
‘Ack! Help, she's biting me! 
Someone help! Aah! 


Grr, | bet one of 
them wiped his memory! 
Furry-eared freaks, I'l 














Y” cutit out 
you guys! We 
need to- Hey! Where 
did they go? 


So, what do you need 
my help with, Mr...? 


(dust call me Keith 
J My people need your 


help with a political 
problem. 

















Before you start, just to 
wamn you, | think | have amnesia 
don't remember much: 


What? You don't, 
know anything? 


~~. 


No matter, we can 


That would explain 
why he’s helping me 
so readily 








still use your help. Can you 
travel with me to my city? 


I'm sort of on an 


adventure already. 
P y 





Then | will join you. We can 

travel to my city later. Gather any 

supplies you need and meet me by 
the town gates in an hour. 


Um... okay, 
guess. 




















Well, I've gotten everything on 
the list. The only thing | haven't bought 
yet is something for Flora 


What would a half cat half 
tiger-something want, anway? 
Ball of yarn? But | wouldn't 
want to insult her. 





Hm... maybe. 







































Ah, a customer! 
Oh, the Grand Templar 
himself, | see! 






For what 
do | owe this 























I need to buy 
something for... a girl 






















Towin 
the favor of 
a Templar, 

she must be 
quite the 
fox! 





No, more 
like tiger, But 
I guess 























Ihave just 
the thing 









This isa 
Subtleseed 
Crystal. 















Sure to woo any 
girl you might have 
your eye on. 











Wow! 
It's... perfect! 









‘Oh, please. Who do 
you think | am? 





For you, Great 
Templar, no charge. 



















Wow, really? 
Thanks! 

















Yes, well, good day 
to you. Have a pleasant 
journey, now. 








Pleasant 
journey, indeed 

























Heheheh. 





Trace has 

been gone fora 

while. | hope he 
comes back 


Sigh! What 
am | doing? 


I can just hope 
he comes back. I need 
him... and... | kinda. 
miss him. 


Stupid, stupid, stupid! 


Inever should 

have let him go into 

the city, even ifhe has 
no memories! 


But here | 
am, ina tree. 


Hoping 
he doesn't 

tell anyone 
I'm here. 


What am | 
thinking?! 





got all 
the supplies! 
Flora’ 
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Amazing. | have 
never seen such power in 
someone so young 











Trace Legacy. 
He's from a small town 
called Eversummer. 


He's strong. 
Almost as powerful 
as the Grand Templar 
herself. 


‘What do you 
think, Grand 
Templar? 










He is strong, 
there is no doubt. But 
he has no heart, 










He does as we 
say, he follows. 
our order. 





But | don't think 
we've seen what he 
can really do, 
































If he were to have some real goal 




















Ow... my head. 
What just happened? 


But why? She's 
Flora! Isn't she like 
you? A Keidran? 


What?! I'm 
not a Keidran! 


You don't understand, 
since you've lost your 
memories. 


But just look at 
her! She's the pure 
essence of evill 


Okay, next time you 


plan on exploding, try giving 


me a little warming. 


What's the deal? 
| was just trying to kill 
that mangy fe 


We're two different 
races! I'm a Basitin, 
she's a Keidran! 


They are a race 

of animals. We should 

kill her now, while we 
have the chance. 


Um... yeah... see, what'd 
I tell you? Pure... evil. 





‘Meanwhile. 


Have you 
found Trace’s trail 
yet Karen? 


Oh, hold on. | 
think | hear someone 


Not yet! coming this way. 


| almost wish | 
had a Keidran nose 
rather than ears, 


P-please don't Hurt you? 


hurtne! Why would | 
do that? 


‘Anyone get 
the number of 
that airship? 


So, what's 
your name?, 


Raine. I'm 
kinda lost. 


Hey, come 
with us! 





Fine. ll travel 

with her for now. 

But we go to my 
city first, 


Believe me, if you go 
with that Keidran, she will 
q eventually kill you. 
Afterwords, 1 
do what you lke. 
| won't be with 
you, though 


Um, Flora? 


Nono no! 
Of course not! 
YN ei) I'm different 
from other 
What he said 2. Keidran! 
isn't true, is it? 
Would you-? 


e / Nell, | guess 
jaarueret take your word 
vy Oh, by the way, | got. 
you something 


Is he really 
giving THAT 


‘Ah, crap. 've done 
to me?! 


something stupid 
again, haven't I? 


| 
um...whatwas } > 
\ itealled? 6: 






























Thank you! 


25,000 Hits! 





Jeez! That's 
some strong static, 
electricity 


Well, | think 
it only works if 
'm wearing it 


Hi just take 
it off later. 


Well, sure. Let's 
see... grass is ch’rall. 


Hey, Flora. We're 
going to have a lot of time on 
our hands. | was wondering if you 
could try and teach me some 
of your language? 


Heehee! 
Try again. It's 


‘What have | done?! 


| knew that the 
subtleseed crystals were 
used in human marriages 
to bind two people 
together. 


But | didn't know that 
there was any magic in the 
cystal that actually DID 
something! 


Just how strongly 
are we bound together? 


‘Thanks for the 


food, Keith, 
No problem, 
I'm pretty good at 





An! T’anks for 
‘ta drinks, Tracy. 
Isn't camphing out 
here fun? We shoul do it 
more often, huh? 


Uh, Flora, are 
you alright? 


She gets quite honest when 
she’s had a few, doesn't she? 
Let me try something. 
Hey Flora, how do you really 
feel about Trace and |? 


Er, thanks, Flora. 


You're welcome! 


Maybe | should 
help you to bed now. 


What did you Hah, | just notifd 
put in that drink? how funny you humans 
look without fur on! 


‘You mean 
human ale. 
Keidran can't 
handle much of 
that stuff. 


Huh, Trace? I likes. 
him. He's nice to me, not 
like other humans. 

I know humans an’ 
Keidran aren't -hic- s'pose to get 
along, bu’ | can't help it 

‘oh, an’ you? 
Umm... you're kinda a jerk 


How's ‘bout 
you come to bed 
wits me? 


think that's a 
good idea. 


Hmph, that wasn't 
what | was expecting, 
Either she's a good actress, 
or as impossible as it seems, this 
Keidran truly does have feelings 
for a human. Interesting 





Take what? What's 
bothering you’ 





Flora, what are Why? You 


No, it's not that! 
you doing? don't like me? Ido, but we- 






















So tell me, Trace. 
Does it bother you that 
I'm a Keidran? 











I've really grown attached 
to you. You're the first person | met 


since | lost my memories. 


You're the only person 
I've found | can trust. 








Well, | guess it did at 
first. | had no idea what you 
were when we met, but. 










I'm glad to hear 
you say that, Trace. 












‘Never... trust. 
a Keidran. 





N 'm sorry. 
‘ {really am 
== 
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Aaaaah! 
My mission the first rule 
is complete! of the Templar. 


Wha... how did I get 
in a tent? | don't remember 
anything from last night, 
Oh, that noise. 
Trace is screaming in 


his sleep again. 


Les 
‘Ow, my head. 
‘Who's yelling? 









‘What? Sythe? 


Why are you here? 





Poon you know 


there's a Basitin 
nearby? 


Flora, we must 
kill Trace, now! ie) 4, 
2) 


LAW 
hay 
Ni : 







Flora, I need to 
speak with you alone. 
Come with me. 


Why? He's an evil 
human. Should there be 
any other reason? 


No, I'm not! | know. We 
are Keidran and he is human 
But why can’t we try? 


He's not evil! 
He has no memory. 
Why can't we just 
capture him? 


You sound like 
you're defending him! 


Flora, you traveling around 
with a human is a huge risk! Why 
are you going through this? 
He's not just any Templar. 
He's the Grand Templar. 


He's murdered 
hundreds of our Kind... 


And you of all people 
should want him dead. 


Trace was the man 
who killed your family! 





Flora, are you okay? 


He killed them...? 


I'm sorry | had to 
bring up bad memories. 


Nol |... | have to do this. 
Give me the dagger. 


Please, don't do any- 
thing foolish, Flora 


Don't worry, | know 
what I'm doing, 


But now you see 
why we need to kill him while 
he's vulnerable. 
Let me take care 
of him— 


I'm glad that's 
over with. 
I'm sorry | had 
to lie, Flora. 


How should | know 
if Trace was involved in 
your family's death? 


But at least now 
that human will be 
out of the way. 





Why am | 
crying? Probably this, 
stupid cry- huh? 


Er... well, not that 

it's any of your business, 

but | was just... relieving 
myself, that's all 


Which is a shame. 


Alack of modesty is wasted on 
such unattractive creatures. 


Just keep in mind that 
'm watching you. 


‘And where 
have you been, 
Keidran? 


I don't see why you'd 
bother going so far. 
You Keidran have no 
sense of modesty. 


Better not let 
him see this... 


Patience, Flora. The 
Human first, then the jerk 





The coast is clear. 
There's Trace’s tent. 

And it's even open. 

This'll make it easy. 


No no no! Not 
a friend! | was just 
pretending! 
Why do | always 
forget that? 


1... [just can't do it! 
I can't go through with itl 
I know I swore revenge 
on the one who killed my family. 
But this is just wrong! 
Even if he did do it, he 
isn't the same person! 
| just cannot kill 
someone who's been 
so kind to me! 


I just have to 
take this dagger... 


| just wish | didn't have 
to do this. I've never had to. 
kill a friend before... 


And... and then I. 
Til just go and 


Trace... you're safe. From me, 
at least. Even if it goes against the 
laws, | want to be your friend. 





| always knew you'd 
try to betray us! You filthy 
Keidran, I'll make sure 
you pay. 


Trace! | caught this 
Keidran getting ready 
to kill you! 


I told you she 
can't be trusted! 


That's can't be true! 


g He's lying, right, Flora? 
OS 
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‘Twokinds’ super special, ultra long, overly sappy 50th comic! 


Oh no... Iran. Why 

did | run? Now he really will 

think | was going to kill him, 
| just panicked. 


Worst Case 


You're betrayal has 
awaken my memories. 
Now you will die! 


Why would | 
imagine that?! 

No, | must get 

away from- ! 


Floral! 


Sigh... yes, 
you should know 
the truth 


I can't do it. 
I don't want to 
anymore! 


Youre the first 
person | saw since | 
can remember. 


‘trust you, and | don't 
want you to leave. 


But |... ah. 
thank you. 


Magically launched 
straight up a tree. 


What am | going to do? 
Why do | feel so confused 
over some human? 


| wonder what 
he'll do if he finds me? 


Hey, Flora. | killed Keith. 


Let's have sex, 


Are you alright? 
Oh no, you're foot. 


Please, just go away. 


Why? Why are you 
running from me? Please, 
just tell me the truth! 


Keith was right. | was 
planning on betraying you tonight. |... 
guess it was my plan all along. 


The truth is... our two races are on the 
brink of war. Without you're memories, | thought 
that | could take advantage of you. 


That is... at first, anyway... but... but 
then | started to get to know you. 


I don't know 
what to do! 


Flora, | 
believe you 
don't really know 
what's going on, but | 
do know this. 


But... but what 


about Keith? Oh, him? | took 


care of him. He wont 
try that again. 


I try to help a 
guy out, and what 
dol get? 








Til assume that 
means “yes.” Well, your 
foot seems strained. 
You must have twisted it 
really bad when you fell 
We need to see a 
healer about this. 


Trace, You know | 
trust you... It's the other 
humans | don't trust. 


Ah! Cahrmehrs 
ab'liun nah! 


But the only city 
with any clerics nearby 
is a human one, 


‘Ah, come on, 
Flora. Don't you 
trust me? 


Iwon't let any- 
thing happen to you. 

‘We'll be in and out 

of there in no time. 





So, Raine, what 
were you doing out here 
by yourself, anyway? 
Karen was saying you 
seemed to be ina hurry. 


‘Oh, so that's why you 
smell like a Keidran. 


No, no! | think I'll 
just be going now- 


Me? Um, well, | was 
a slave to some... uh... Keidran. 
B-but... then | escaped. 


But isn’t she 
a Keidran... or part 
Keidran...? 


Karen? No, 
of course not. 


‘Oh, no you don't! 
You're coming with us! Itil be 
fun! Like an adventure. 


At 


Everyone knows it's 
not possible for Keidran and 
Humans to crossbred. 
She was cursed by 
Trace years ago, 
Karen seemed to like 
it though, and has had the 
ears ever since. 
But that's history. We 
need to find out where Trace is 
now. He headed this way. 
There's a city nearby 
where we can get supplies. 
Then we can continue. 





I can see the city 
across the trees 


\7 Oh, that? It's a Templar 
Mana Battery. They call them 
“Towers.” I's scary... 


‘When | became: 
Grand Templar? 










If you kill me, they'll 
never let you become Grand 
‘Templar! You're insane! 









\\ choice in the matter. 


They started buil 
them right around... when you 
became Grand Templar. 


You can't do this to me! 
lam the grand Templar! 


Please, Stop 
this, Trace! 









1 think they'll have little 





‘Aaah! What... 
what are you doing ) 
to me, Trace?! 





PP But you're right. 'm \ 
not going to kill you. There 
\ are far worse fates. 





Urg... this can't 
be happening! 


‘Aaah! Please, stop it! I'll 
do anything, just please... 


Hurts like hell, doesn’t 
it? Now you know how I've ) 
felt all these years. 


ax 
Trace, you 
bast... aaah! 


Won't your daughter be 
surprised when she sees you 
now. I'll be sure she does. 4 


Ing a sapheeper™ 


No! Not Raine! 
she's just a child! 
‘You monster! 


You're the 
monster now. 


Heh, you look 
good as a wolf 


It's me, Flora! 


‘Oh, Floral ‘Cause it looks like 


Sornylinuet hae you're naked again. 


been day dreaming, 


Heh heh. | 
must still be... 





Remember, Trace. 
| don't have to wear my 
clothes all the time. 


Anyway, the easiest way Here, tie me up, 


to get me into the city is for you {tll be more 
to pretend I'm your slave. convincing, 
It'll be okay. 


I won't let anyone hurt 
you, Flora. | promise. 


Free Keidran are 
not aloud in this city. 
it's the only way. 





‘Oooh, look ‘We're just here \ 
over there! to get supplies. Keep 

Karen, would you your ears down Yethe 

please calm down? fun in that? 


But look at all the 
neat stuff! Look! They're 
selling Keidran! 

And clothes! 


Oh, hey. There's a cleric. He 
should be able to heal you. 

Excuse me, can you 

help us? She's hurt. 


the look out for Trace. He might 
have come here too. 


least stay at the bath house 


P for a little while? 





. 1am Grand Templar Trace, 
Do | look like a vet?) and you will heal her. 
Idon't treat Keidran. = 
Who do you 
think you are? 


G-grand Templar? 





There ya go, Ny 'bet that Templar If only your breasts 
good as new! of yours is fixing you up for Wwerahco-antell 
/ the Festival tomorrow. 


I've been looking for a good 
Keidran slave, and I've never seen 
one quite as beautiful as you. 
If happen to buy 
you, | promise I won't 
push you too hard. 
Your body 
is almost perfect 


“AA for the job... 
At 





There's something about 
this city that really calms me. 
I wonder if I've been 

here before? | wish | could ‘Wa-what? No, 
remember... anything of course not, Flora. 

But then again, I'm not 
really sure if | want to know 

the kind of person | was. 


I think I'll ust enjoy the 
time I have with Flora for now 
and worry about it later. 
this place really is peaceful 


wa 4 


Trace, are my 
breasts too small? 


But you wouldn't 
know, you don't have 
any memories! 


Ss 
Come on! | 
need to compare 
with someonel 




















But after this 
we need to leave 


Y-yes, it's nice. and find Trace. 
Thank you for letting 


me come along. 

























Well, duh. It's probably 
going to be sold soon. Can 
you imagine what's going 
through her mind? 


She doesn't 
look too happy. 
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<< 
Please be advised, 
y this Keidran is under 
7 Templar protection, c/ 
A Do not harass her i = 
: you value your life { 
¥ 


Their breasts. 


.are bigger than mine. 




















Wonder what's gotten into Flora 
lately? Well, as long as I'm here, maybe 
| should take a bath as well 


Father, the Grand 
Templar... he’s here. | 
can see him. 


So Neutral failed? 
No matter. Thank you, Dear, 
now get off to bed 
But Father, will he 
try and hurt you? 


Do not worry yourself. 
Daddy will handle everything, 
Now get some rest. 


‘As you wish, Father. 


So, Master, have you 
come to reclaim your title? 








Korea. 
But in the meantime, please enjoy this special sketch comic that I've prepared for you. I's ike TwoKinds, but afferent 
aT 


Twokinds Online 
A short sketch conte by Ton Fischbach 







































































Man, finally 





Flora's been acting S 
odd ever since we got here. ‘Oh, well. Time for 
I wonder what's wrong?  { some peace and quiet. 








Trace, | don't believe 
it! We've been looking 
all over for you! 


Oh, it’s you.. 
uh... what's your 
name again? 


No time! Come on! We know about 
your memory loss. We'll have you back to 
your Keidran-hating self in no time! 














Girls! Guess what? 
found Trace-1 




















Please, join us. 
I'm so glad we finally 
found you! 
?” Sorry about the first time 
we met. | had no idea you had 
your memories erased. 























Well, I'm done Did that Keidran. 
with my bath! just give orders to Trace? 


Come on, Trace! She's trying to 
brainwash him! 




















Flora! Why are 
we running? 


But they knew. 
about my past! 


Oh, just perfect! Of 
course it starts to rain. 


* Trace, there's a tavern! 
We can stay there for now, 


There's a tavern, 


We can get out of the 
rain. They won't be getting 


‘Well, I'm not going to find them 
in this weather. | might as well stay 
at that tavern for now. 





Ah, greetings, 
Grand Templar! 
Welcome to my 
humble tavern! What 
may | get you? 


Um, we just 
 —-& a room 


‘What?! | don't want 
her alone in a cage! 


‘Huh? Alone? 
of 


Thave a suite 
prepared for you. 


‘And a nice, strong steel cage 

in the basement for your Keidran. 

) We guarantee she won't be 
able to escape, and we've taken 
the liberty of clearing out the rats 

about three months ago. 


in that case, we 
have plenty of virile 
male Keidrans. 


‘One night and you 
can expect her to have 
kittens in no time! 


I- | think I'll just 


have her stay in my 


room for tonight! 









This is 
our room. 








An! It's wonderfull 


Well, better than 
sleeping in the woods, 


| suppose. 





Mrrr, a bed! 
Ihaven't slept 


Oh. 


So there is, 


Well, the floor’s fine too. 
I'm... used to it. It's your 
room, after all 


No big 
Til just la 


deal, 
y dow 








‘one in so lon 








Yeah, but, 


There's only 
one bed. 




























Oh, Trace. I've been meaning 
to apologize for the way I've been 
acting today. It was silly of me. 


But that's the point! 
It's not normal! ...at least, 
not for a Keidran. 


Don't worry about 
it, Floral It's normal for 
someone your age. 



























Truth is, | haven't 
really been acting much 
like a Keidran. 










But why would you 
try and act like a human? 
You're a Keidran. It doesn't 
really matter, does it? 









‘Actually, I've been trying 
to act as much like a human 
as possible. 

Ever since we got to 
know each other, anyway. 






















Flora! fc Z\ heck 
é « 
es 


Ihope I'm not 
interrupting 

Ihave some. 
refreshments for you 
and your Keidran. 








Humans... they have so 
many prejudices against us 
SS and how we behave. 






1'm afraid that if you saw 
me acting like a normal Keidran, 
you would think of me as. 
well... as an animal, 


| just don't want you 
to think of me that way. 




















Greetings, 
Grand Templar. 





7 And for your Keidran, 
{a special milk that's sure 
\ to make her... happy. 
















Hey, Flora. The inn 
keeper got you this drink. 
But I'm not sure if 
you should take it. | don't 
really trust that guy, 














‘Clet me see it. 
Hey, | remember this drink 
from when I was a kitten. My mom 
used to drink this. At least, before 
she had my sister. 
But she would never 
let me have any. She said 
| wasn't ready yet. 














‘Well, you probably 
shouldn't drink it then. 


Vil go down and ask for 
something else- 


















| feel fine. | guess 
this drink really isn't 
a big deal. 


Oh, thank 
goodness, for a 
second | thought 
it was poison. 




















Oh, it's the necklace you 





tends to glow sometimes. 

































Maype it's like 
a mood ring? 

Are you feeling any strange 
moods at the moment? 














gave me. | tucked it into my fur 
when we first entered the city. It 








Ah! W-why did 




















Aaaah! No! Stop! 
Anywhere but there! 






































Flora, please! 
Think about what 
you're doing! Something 
was in that milk! 
Hey, I need 
those pants. 











Via 





Gaaah! 
Flora, you're 
mmmph sphmpht 
































Huh She... fell asleep? 
Thank goodness. 


I guess she drank 
too much of that stuff. 





‘Arg, now I'm stuck, 
How do | get up without 
waking her? 
| guess it... wouldn't hurt 
if | stayed like this. 

































































Fan colour by DocRossim 









What have you done?! 
Vill kill you for this, Trace! 
























Erg, that Keidran 
is getting in the way of 
my mission again! 


I'll take care of her 
once and for alll 














Maybe | should come 
back another time. 


In the name of 
meaningless battle! 
















































































‘Well, now that the 
humans are distracted, 
tell me, Flora, 


Um, yes, | 
{think they have. 
They're all very nice 
to me. And Kei always lets 
me play with him 


YP \s hat so? You are 
truly blessed to have such 
kind human masters. 


Well, 'd better be 


Ido... say, what's that 
going before my masters 


around your neck? 


notice I'm missing. 


Take care, Miss Flora. 
And remember. 


Oh, this? It 
was a present from 
Kei's father. 


I'll always be here for 
you if you ever need my help. 


| promise you. 








Ah, it's morning! 
it feels good to not 
wake up to a nightmare 


for once! 





Twonder why | 
didn't have- urk! 











Flora... lying 
on top of me. 













‘Aaaack! What is 
she doing in my bed!? 
What have we done? 






















Trace, what's wrong? 
Are we under attack? 
Did something happen? 


































: Why? All | said was 
Don't ever sate" that | enjoyed spending the 
me like that again! night in the same bed. 


I think I'm gunna What did you thi 
you think 
have a heart attack! | was talking about? 






























I'ma Keidran. All Keidran 
my age act lke this, 


Heh, for someone who 
acts like you do, its surprising 
you don't know what | mean, 






Well, that's not 
what | meant... 

But now that | think about 
it, how old are you, anyway? 















Hey! What do you 
mean by that? 









You're eleven years old?! 








Oh, I'm not really sure. 
I think 'm probably 
eleven by now. 























Tracy Legacy. B-but |... didn't. 
You have been found 
guilty of molesting this 
innocent 11-year-old, 


What? But... | 
didn't know! Wait! 
Hold on! | didn't do it! 























Right, in Keidran years, 
I'm an adult. Honest! 


‘So how long do 
Keidran live? 


Er... no time 
for that right now! 
We need to get 

packed and out of 
this human city! 




































‘Oh, no! Trace! 
I'm so sorry! 


Heh, 
You're going to be the 
death of me, Flora. 




















Til be back ‘And to get a 
ina bit, Flora. cleric to look at this, 
Just need to get 
some bags to put 
‘our stuf in, 





Wait, | shouldn't be 
thinking about Flora like 
that. She's not. 





































Oh, Trace. | was 

hoping I'd- 
Whoa, what 

happened to you? 































‘Somehow I've got 
to convince him to let me 
travel along again. 
| still need him for 
my mission. 


She didn't do it on 

purpose. She just gets 

a little over-enthusiastic 
now and then. 








‘And without him it 
might be a little harder to 
get out of this human town 
with my fur intact, 


Yes, I've heard female 
Keidran can get that way. 














What do you think? | finally 
got a chance to brush my fur 
after being in those woods. 











| just talked 
with Keith. 
He says he 
wants to travel 
with us again. 


Should we let him? 






















Keith? The Basitin? 

B-but | was hoping 
we'd be traveling... um. 
just the two of us. 












time to be. 




















Well, | was just thinking 


If we traveled with him 
to his people, then... 


We would... heh... have more 


if we went straight 
to Keidran territory, we... 
you know... wouldn't 


together. 








get packing! 





‘Well then, let's 








| think it was then that | realized 











Don't want to keep 
Keith waiting too long! 












| didn't really intend 
‘on ever leaving her. 

































& ‘Aw, why do | have 
( to wear this? 
5 eo 


Because | feel more 
: comfortable when you're at 
IS least wearing something. 
Besides, with that symbol, 
people know you're with me, 
Plus, | think you 
look cute with it on. 


Well, Keith said to meet 
him in an hour, so. 

What do you 
want to do? 















Or at least less 
like an animal. 



















Oh, wait... 
I think... yeah, 
here you go. 


Eek! Um, okay, what 
do you want to eat? 








| got some bread from 
the tavern. You can have it, 
I've already had one. 


I'm starving! Just 
look at me! 


‘Yeah. What’ 
the matter? 




















Oh, but | know what 
I'd really like. 


Well, | guess so. We only 

eat meat, When | was a slave, 

| got really sick once when they 
fed me some bread. 





Iwas just... kidding, 


Oh, shoot. | did it 


again. | let my Keidran 


get the best of me, 


Now Trace is scared 
of me again. Why can't 
| just act normal? 


l-t'm going to go... 
see what I can find. 


Now, Miss Flora, 
what have | told you? 
You should just act, 
like yourself. 















Greetings, Flora, 


It’s been quite a while, 
hasn't it? Amazing, of all the 
places, we meet up here. 


| 


So, how have you been 
since the escape? 








= 


Flora? What's wrong?) 







Its... been so long. 
E-Euchre... I've missed 
yousomuch! — < 
But why are you 
in that cage? 














Oh, this? Funny 
story, actually. 

| was out for a morning 
walk the other day. 














‘And these generous 











humans offered me a lift. 
























B-but Euchre! 
This is horrible! Splendid idea! 


I can't stand to see 
you in chains again! | have 
to get you out of here! 





Iwas just thinking 
about leaving, myself! 





i Ihave to say, of all the 
people I've met, you're the one I've 
always hoped to see again. 








I'd be honored to 
travel with you. 














There is one 
problem, though. 
You see, I've already 
been sold, and apparently it's So even if you were 
to someone of royally. a human, you still wouldn't 
be able to buy me. 





I'd imagine the only one 
capable of getting me out now would 
be the Grand Templar himself! 




















‘So you need my help But there's more, 
to gain support from the J You need to know th- 
rest of the humans? 





















Trace, this is 
a really bad ideal 
‘One Keidran is bad 
enough, but two? 





Flora? What's 
‘wrong? Did something 
happen to you?_/| 





There is no way 
I'm going to travel around 
with two Keidran! 














Huff... no, no! Hut. 
| just saw a friend of mine- 
another Keidran! 


| need your help! 
You're the only one who 
can get him out! 


















Besides, if i's a male, 
then you know you'll never 
get any sleep at night with the 
noise they'll be making, 





























What are you uf ‘Oh, you and your Keidran! 
talking about? 4 How long have you 
Flora would \ known Flora, exactly? 
‘week, maybe. Trust me, Keidran 


are more like animals then you think. They ) 
treat indecent activities as normal! 


~ If you get two together, they 
won't be able to control themselves. 
You won't ike what happens. 


you need to eat something 
before we set your friend free! 













Hey, 


up 










still asleep? 
| thought you'd want to be 
by now to catch that Templar. 

















“tae 
What time is it? Joy 
sy r 
iN 


Everyone wake up! 
We overslept! 

















‘Karen? What are you doing 
hanging off the balcony? 


‘Just having fun! 


‘Oh, whatever. Did you 


Yeah, he walked out and 
went left down the road, 





Thanks. Guys! 
Head out to your left! 








So who is this “friend” 
of your's, exactly? 


He always seemed very 
cheerful, even as a slave. 


He helped me out, even- 
e-even when m-my masters 
locked me up and sold me. 


He was always there, 
even when my human 
friends betrayed me. 














“<Euchre! I'm back! 
<I brought some friends!> 








Trace, could you...? 


Yeah, sure. I'll go talk 
to that guy up there and 
see what | can do. 


<Oh, good!> 
<I knew | could 
count on you, Flora!> 


<No, not master!> 


<Er, I'll explain later.> 


<Hm, a Basitin, too? You're 
hanging around with an interesting 
crowd nowadays, Flora.> 








Excuse me, Sir. 
I'd like to- 


I've been expecting 
you, Trace 








The Templar Masters 
have a bounty on you that 
{intend to collect. 




















Thank you again, Flora 


| am forever in your 
debt for this. 


‘Aww, | didn’t 
really do anythin- 


Huh? What was 
that feeling? 































Hah! They told me 
your powers were crippled, 
but this is too easy! 


Hey! Leave him alone! 





You're even weaker than 
a Templar’s apprentice! 


Y Now | know why they 
wanted to get rid of you!_J 














Stay out of 
this, Keidran! 


A loyal slave. 





Hey all! Tom here, 
creator, writer, and former “Today | tum seventeen! 
pizza-guy of the comic! ‘Yup, m an old guy. 

























Yeah, yeah, its 
another filer. 
But there's a good 
reason this time! 





















(Outta my way! 'm in 
the middle of something! 
don't kil me. 














No, Flora! | have 
to do something! { a 
Ah! What.. what is this? 


What are these images? 


Dreams? No, not dreams... 


Memories...? 


They can... they can't do 
this to me. No! They... 


No one controls me! 


1 won't be controlled! 


Master Templar. 


I'm sensing an energy fluctuation, Someone 
is trying to access the tower's energies. 





What. what's going on?) 
I can't stop it! How..? 
Who could be this powerful? 


No! He's using too much 
energy! The Tower Sphere can't 
handle this kind of change! 


If this keeps up the 


‘Arg! Get out of my head! 
Leave me alone! 


| can't remember! What 
is this? What does it mean? 


Le huial 


y 
1] 


Whatl? How did you 


break thru my barrier? s % 
Ley ay ~< yet, Trace! 
rae 
aS <1) 





‘You... you're powerless! 
They told me you were! You 
can't do this! 


















































No, it can't be... has he really 
returned to his former self? 











Ah, Hse a Anl Flora? What happened? 
7 What happened’ ° 5 
she What's going on? 
7” And why do | have this 
really horrific looking gash 
on my left arm? 


Euchre! You'e alive! ‘Oh, I'm tougher 
But | thought... | saw you than | look. 
get hit by the fireball! 


But I'm not important 
right now, Are you okay? 


Trace... he. 


I 
he attacked me... yee eee 


something like that? Flora, you're going to have to 


trust me when | tell you, Trace wasn't 
in control of himself 
Someone was using the Tower 
to make Trace go berserk and act 
out his old emotions. 


How do you know this? 


Well... just trust me for now, Flora. 


Why would Trace was very important 
they want him to to the Templars, even if some of them 
remember? 1 might want him out of the way. 
But there’s someone | know who 
| suspect is behind this... 


‘Someone who cares 
nothing for the fate of neither 
Human nor Keidran. 


‘Oh? You don't 
like my plan? 


Wrong! 
| do not involve myself with the petty 
quarrels of you Templar mortals. 
| care not for Trace's fate! 


Plan? You've destroyed 
my Tower and nearly killed 
everyone but Trace! 


You're plan is a failure. There's only one thing | seek: 


balance! | am Neutrality. 


Her? But she's just Thave foreseen that she 
an ordinary Keidran. will one day bring batance to 
the races of this world 


And betrayal is the 
key to spark the hatred to 
make it happen 





He still has a fever. 
| don't know what to do. 


Flora, relax. I'm sure he'll be 
fine... Tell me, why do you feel you 
need to help this human? 


What?! No! 
|... haven't even thought. 
well... we're just friends! 


But | was young 
and stupid back then. 

| won't make the same 
mistake again... 


Heh, so you're saying you 
aren't young anymore? 


You know I've always felt that 
humans weren't all that bad, 


You sure have fallen for 
this guy, haven't you? 


| seem to remember 
you being “just friends" with a 
human once before. 
‘And you know how that 
turned out, don’t you? 


Flora, listen to me. 
You know you're like 
a sister to me. 


But I'm getting old 
'm twenty-one. If I'm lucky, | 
may live to see another few years, but 
| can't protect you forever. 





‘Ah, look at you, your 
fur is in knots! 


Look, why don't you go and take a bath in 


4 that river we found and then get off to bed_ 
Euchre, I'm fine- M b 


My plans were almost 
tuned yesterday. So why do | 
= Just about lost feel so guilty about 
my ticket home. not helping her!? 


1 be in my tent 
ifyou need me. 


Eh, I shouldn't even 
care if she died or not. 


| am a basitin 
But | gave Trace 
my word | wouldn't, 
even touch her. .. Then again, alls 
fair, as the saying goes. 


‘And she's getting in 
the way of my plans. 
What | really need 
is to get rid of her. 




















I'm... back home? 


€ 


f 























What are you 
doing out here? 


Sleeping on the 
beach again? 











See ya around, 
Keith Keiser. 





You're alive.... 








Keith Keiser. For your actions pes eee the basitin 
No, please... pes eee for themurder of your own two parents; 


Not again.. don't make 
me see this again.. 











Co} Wf 
—/ Sai 


Forever. 
































The Weight of Armor 











A C-c-cold! This 
EY IM, water is freezing! 
wy 


He could have at 
least offered to help. 
It take forever to get all 
this dirt out of my fur. 


I wish Trace were 
here. | bet he wouldn't 
mind... maybe 


Euchre? Is 
that you? 


An! Trace! 
|... uh... erm... Don't 
come in here! I'm naked! 





you' 
Wy I was... afraid you might 


bleed to death from when | 
clawed your arm. 


Yeah, it still hurts, but 
it's not too bad now. 


‘Are we back to where 
we started? How could | ruin 
it all in one day? 


Flora, I'm really sorry. 





Well, | guess that's it then. 


Flora will probably want to go back 
to her home with that Euchre guy. 


Of course she would. What could she want 
from me? We're just too different. 


Goodbye, Flora. 


Neh? No... wa... wai... 


Please, don't leave meeee! 


Claws... digging into 
my back... pain... 





















































Oh, no! I'm sorry! Yeah, I'm kinda 
I didn't mean to used to it now. 
jump on you again. 


So, does this mean 
you forgive me? 


Hmph, | need to 
clear my head. Where is 
that lake again? 


Oh, there it is. 
Name it Eh? Is that Flora and... Trace? 
do anything! Then hold stil 





Um... Trace... I've been wondering. Do 
you think of me as just another Keidran? 


What? Of course not. | don't 
think of you as a Keidran at all. 


Oh, that feels great 
Harder, harder! 


That's better. 
But you can still 
brush harder. My fur 
isn't that fragile. 


But then again, you're really 
the only woman | know... | have 
nothing to compare with, 


Sigh, no, no. 
I think I'd better- 


So... want me to 
keep brushing? 


W-what is he. 
is he going to...? 





Four years ago. 


Kei and | are 
going to play house, 


Why kin't | Duh, you're 
play house, too? a Keidran! 
You can't be in 

a human family. 


Flora, we can't be 
friends anymore. It's just isn't 


normal, you know? 
Why did it have to 


be a human again? | don't 
want to re-live that. 
But I like Trace. 
How can | know he won't 
betray me too? 
I'l never find out if | 
keep pushing him away. 


Flora- mmmph?! 


Oh, what the heck 





It's just not right! This 
goes against the basic principles 
of every known race! 


You!? 
‘What do you mean “no”? 
Didn't you see what they did? 





‘Oh, no. You didn’t 
catch a cold, did you? 


No, | think it’s just the water. 
It's freezing, even for me. 


I'm surprised you 
don't mind the smell 
of wet fur, Trace. 


Oh, I'm sorry, Trace. | 


H-hey! 
You don't have 
to carry me again! 


Well, now that | think 
about it. itis pretty bad. 
Ow, ow! Hey, itwas 
a joke! A joke! 
Watch the claws! 





‘Oh, hey Keith! 
You... don't look so good. 


Great! I'm sure Flora 


| got up early this morning and will really like that! 


caught some fish for breakfast. 


I've already had some, 
so you can take it 


Trace, my human 
is... not good, but 
may | speak you? 


‘Oh, uh, sure! 
What is it... uh...? 


lam called Euchre. And. 





Flora is.. sister-like for me 
It is easy to.. hurt Flora, 


With you.. is hard. 
Still, | willn't stop her. 
She is happy. 














I'll be watching you 
very closely, Mr. Templar. 






| know a lot more then I let on. 


Flora is counting on you 
Trace, and if you ever hurt her. 








Hmm... that's odd, | feel 
really.. different today. 








(Oh, good morning Trace! 
Not bad.. just strange. 


Oh well. | wonder if Trace is awake yet, 










Teehee! | kinda wish he 
would have slept in my tent 

















That way | could.... oht 
Er.. check on his bandages! 
Yeah, that's right. 


G-good morning, Flora! 
Got ya some fish 


B-but be careful, 


it's hot! Don't want you 
ta- to bum yourself! 


Yeah, don't want 
you getting hurt. 















































Morning, Trace. 
Morning, Flora 


We should get moving soon. 
Do you mind looking over the map 
with me again before we leave? 


<I see you're getting 
along quite well with your 
<Good morning new boyfriend, eh?> 
Euchre.> 


<Flora, relax! | can't 
understand you when you talk 
in Human that fast.> 
‘<By the way, congratulations 
on your first kiss, even if it was 
done in the Human way.> 


Vo 





So, we'll be leaving 
Human Territory soon and 


I'l be blunt, It won't work 
between you two. 
| saw what you two did 
yesterday, and I don't care. It's 
your business, but... 


Flora may not even realize 
this about herself yet, but one day she 
will be drawn away from you. 


Even if you overcame your 
differences, it won't last. 


Trace... | need to talk 
to you about Flora, 


| think | should warn 
you. Keidran aren't like your 
human females. 
They aren't monogamists - they 
don't commit to a single partner. 


She'll just end up 
hurting you. 


You don't know what 
you're talking about! 


| know better than 
you might think! 





‘<Flora, remember what 
I've always told you...> 
<I'm sure you'll do fine.> 


‘<I trust this version 
of Trace, but...> 


<I thought you were 
coming with me!> 


<Nooo! Please, 
don't leave me!>, 
<You can't!> 


<You must be careful.> 


<He's not his true self. You have yet to 
see the real Trace, and you will not like it if 
you do. | pray that you never will.> 


<Flora... | must 
leave you now.> 


<I'm afraid not.> 


<Now that | am free, 
| have some business 1 


I must take care of.> 


Flora, are you... eh? 


Euchre, you're 
‘one sexy beast. 





Flora, come on. Keith Is there something 
says we need to go. wrong, Trace? 


Hey, Floral ‘Come on, Trace, Why 
Cut it out! are you mad at me? 

I'm trying to 

be annoyed! 


I'm not! I'm not! Jeez, 
you make it impossible 
for me to be moody, 


And so we were off in... | was, 
inda glad Euchre wasn't coming. 


ee 


Then again, maybe with him, we might 
have had more luck finding the city. 





Landmark? The only thing on the map 
is the word “FOREST.” You aren't looking for 
a giant letter “T" or something, are you? 


No, | just need 
a tandmark. 


Maybe | can figure 
something out. 


Ah, this isn't working 
Here, let me see the map. 


Keith? Where'd you go? 


Flora? Floral 


Where'd everyone go? 





Meanwhile. 
Trace! Trace!! Flora! I'm sure he's 


‘Oh, how could fine. We just need some 
we lose him? What if way to find him. 
he's in trouble? Do you know 
his scent well enough 


WA4Nn\ to track it? 
OL 


‘Oh, of course! 
But I've never tried 
this before. Let's see... 


6 


1 think... he’s 
over there! 


A-alright... lead 
the way, Flora. 





| just realized... this 
is the first time we've 
actually been alone. 


| just wanted to.. uh, 
ask you... why do you. 
um... hate my kind? 


Ah, so | guess “Keith 
the Basitin” hates me? 


So... what about 
Sigh.. i's nothing Keith the person? 
personal, Flora, 


It's just that we're 
different races. I'm not 
supposed to even be 
talking with you, 


Hurry, we have to 
find Trace quickly! 


smell it. a... 
a Feral Keidran! 





Man, am | ever glad 
to see you! | thought I'd- 


YA 


> 


, But I'm not 
sure why. 








Hey! Come on! 
What did | do to you? 


No! I can't get angry! 
Not with what happened 
last time... arg! 1. can't fight her. 


Everything's getting dark, 
this must be- wait. 


What is she doing...? 


Stop humping my boyfriend! 
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(Did... she call me 
her boyfriend?) 


‘Are you sure? How 
‘bout here? Or here? 


(Or down.. here... 


<Please, we don't 
want to hurt you.>. 


1; 
iv a 
« \@ VY _ 
sS if 
pi <Can you understand?> J 


d 
after her? 
I la 
h if 
g 
x 


‘o" 


ni 


too late. 





When a normal Keidran After about a day, it 
experiences a lot of mental becomes impossible. 
trauma, sometimes. 
Their minds will shut down, 
and they revert back to their 
primitive selves. 


‘Occationally, they will 
snap out of it, but. 


Well, you don't have 
to worry, Flora. Not while 
I'm here to help you. 


They become just ike 
any other animal, relying 
only on their instincts. 
it's something I've always 
feared... become a Feral. 


‘Oh, the humping thing? 


By the way... | was, 
kinda wondering, why did 
that.. Feral. you know... 


That wasn't cause 
J she was a Feral. 
I's something that 
happens to all us female 
Keidran now and then 





Meanwhile... 


You're back a lot 
sooner then | expected. 


Thad thought you'd 
wanted to go with them. 
Why change it now? 


Besides, we have work 
to be done, don't we? 


The final tower is 
almost complete. 


Flora's so happy. 


And Trace is... surprising. | 
believe his intentions are good. 


They'll be fine, 





Happy Halloween! 
ee 

















Come on, Floral 


No! I'll tell you later, Trace. 
I'm tired, I need some sleep. 6 Wh) 


é 


‘At least | don’t have to worry 
about “that time of the year” any- 
time soon. | mean it's been... 


Let's see... last time was. 


The last thing | want to 
do is explain to Trace about 
how Keidran sex works 


Welp, I'm tired! See 
you in the morning! 


‘Wait.. you mean 
Flora is.. iin, 


Hey! Come back here! 
What's going on? 


Keith, | think 
something's wrong | dunno, really! 
with Flora. 


You know very well, 
‘She said something about what now spit it out! 


Keidran go through every so often, 
but wouldn't say anything else. 





The next morning Enc gead 
JO 


morning Keith 


Well, it hasn't started 
yet. I think I have a few 
more days to go. 
just need to be 
honest with Trace. 


Sorry Flora, |-!'m 
kinda in a hurry! 


I just wanted to apolog- 


iy 


A 


Where'd everyone go? 





Ea did you 
toa me away? 


Okay, female Keidran 
have this thing called ‘heat’ 
Which occurs a few 
times every year. 


Well, then how do you know all of 
this stuff about female Keidran? 


Keith? 


That's none of 
your business. 





| really don't want to 
avoid Flora. She might 
take it the wrong way. 


But we can't just... 
I don't think we're. 


Yeah, but... you... Keith 
told me about your... uh. 


Ah, this is c% 
Chances are 


Mmmmrrraaahh! 


Nooooo! Don't! I'm.. ah | pounce you 
saving myself for marriage! all the time. 


Oh, he told you about that? 


Then you know this means 
we'll have to make the most 
of our time right now. 








So... you're not a 
hormone-crazy tiger? 


But thanks: 
for caring! 


Naah! Well, not yet. Trust me, 
you'll know it when it happens. 


alittle tired, 


Well, that went better 
than | had expected! 


Didn't even have 
to explain... it 


I think Ill take a nap ‘til 
we have to move on. 


Huh? Hey, what's that? 


It's in Keidran! 


A letter to... Keith. 


From... his wife?! 





| really need to ask Keith 
about that letter... Aaah 


After | take a nap 
for a few hours. 


Hm, it must be 
starting already. 


\ 


Oh, well. Trace 
knows about it now. 


Hehe, maybe whenhe \ 
wakes me up... I'l 


Trace, we need to get 
going. Where's Flora? 


Uh... sleeping in her tent 


Well then go 
and wake her, we Well, why don't you 
wake her yourself? 


Don't worry, i's safe 
She's not how you thought 
she was... for now. 















































yy 











| really didn't mean it, 
Here, this should help. 








/ Well, actually, | was 
-{ wondering if you could tell me. 
where this came from? 











No, itisn't. Is there something 
I can do to make it up to ya? 


‘Where the hel 
did you get that!? 





Hey, 





what's with all 
the shout- 





No, don't hit me again! 














» what. do you think 
you're doing to Flora?! 











Huh? Flora? | can’t 
get revenge if you cling 
to my legs like that! 











He didn't do it on purpose! 
Really, he was helping me. 





\ 

















“bul” Why do | even bother 
Ih he 
MRE running, | have nowhere to go. 
x 
youdolng / | Why didn't | just tell her the truth? 





M-my nose! 


You fixed it! 


These powers are 
so amazing, though.) 


| need more. 


T-trace..? What 
? 


Hil just wait in there for 
awhile. Hopefully Flora will 
explain things to Trace. 


Ifnot, I'll have my sword 


ready to explain it myself. Flora and | would like 


to have a word with you 





Keith, please don't be mad Sigh, if you really 
at me for reading that note. It's must know, then. 
just that.. you.. were you..? 


‘After arriving on the maintand asked the parents if | could 
nearly starved to death, a group of court her, and they agreed. 
Fox Keidran happened to find me. It wasn't all that unusual. 


They helped me, for some reason. Gave me clothes, 

and let me live with them as if | were their son. | was 

young and took all the help I could get. After a few 
with them, | fell in love with their daughter. 


But | ignored them, and 3 months later asked 
her to marry me. She agreed whole-heartedly. 
left after | had 


heard she was sleeping 
with another Keidran. 


y 
| C And that was that. 
(ete, Happy now? 


on 
“ 


Then... two days before the weddin: 
she went out and never came bi 





Trace, | feel so f Well, Keith told me something 
bad for Keith / a while ago.. that Keidran can't. 


I didn't mean to bring 
back bad memories. 


I know you didn't, Flora, 
and I'm sure he does too. 


I know what 


he meant. 
It's just that... if she loved 
him, why would she do that? 


‘My mother once told me... until | turned 14, 
I'd never be able to devote to just one person. 


| don't want you to 
be unhappy, Flora. Jf 


» 
| didn't really believe her.. but. | 
think it may be true. I.. | was supposed 


to be married before I met you. 


Sythe... I've almost totally forgotten him. What. 
what if the same thing happens between us? 


Trace, | promise, I'll never 
hurt you like that... never! 


| swear! 


Okay, okay, Flora! 
I believe you. 


eith, You know I'll never 
do anything to hurt you. 
But I'm happy 
with you! 





“TWOKINDS” 


yes 








This city had an even lar 
strange about it... the tov 


A 
Keith was still a little unhappy, 
but he was coming around. 


Flora was four days into her heat, and 
with no rel was a litle on edge. 





Well, of course, Mr. Templar. 
I can have a ship ready for you 


as soon as possible. a 


Eh, Trace, | don't 
know about this... 


Yes, | agree with Flora. We 
shouldn't stay here very long. 


There's something wrong with 
this place, anyway. | feel it. 


[One change of clothes later. 


Tdunno... | like having 
Trace's shirt on... mmm... 
Trace’s scent in on it, 


A he ‘Oh, no, not again. 


But it's going to be at least 
a day to gather the supplies and 
men. | hope that’s alright? 


What else are we 
going to do, though? 


It's going to take time to 
get the boats ready, and we 
have nowhere to go. 


Don't worry, as long as 
you guys stay with me, every- 
thing will be fine. Trust me. 


There he is! It really 
is the Grand Templar! 


This is amazing! Should 
we go and meet him? 


No! Trace isn't the kind of person you just walk 
up to! We should inform Saria first, anyway. 


Oh, yeah, Saria! I'l go get here, 
you keep watch of Trace! 





Yeah, but this is 
really not the right time, 


| have a reputation here, you know. 


That's the first 
time I've told Trace 
that | loved him, 
Maybe it was 
a mistake... 


Well, sorry! It's not all 
that easy, I'm trying to control 
myself as best | can. 


Flora, would 
you stop that? 


Tknow we haven't been 
together very long, but. 


You know... 
Hove you. 


Grand Templar? 


| hope I'm not interrupting. 
| just wanted to tell you that 
I'm a big fan of yours! 


Um, | also hope you don't mind, 
but | went and brought your wife here. 
She's been worried sick about you. 





So you're sure 
Trace is in this city? 


‘Oh yes, he arrived 
a short while ago. 
But he’s a ittle busy right 


now, maybe you'd like to wait 
at the tavem, Mr... uh. 


My name's not 
important, but we need 
to see him now. 


Templar business. 


Alright, right 
this way, Sir. 


Back at the Taver 


Trace, come over here Wait, where are 


you going, Sir? 


a> 


Don't you want to see \\ 
Saria? She's really looking 
forward to seeing you! 








Come on, Trace! 
‘Where are we- 
erg, Your claws! 


7 \'maKeidran, 
remember? | can't talk 
to you out there. 


Grr... why didn't you tell 
me you were married? 


You knew, didn’t you? 








But ifit's true... 
what about me? 


I don't know anything about 
my past, you know that! | don't even 
know if its true or not, really! 





I'm sure it's just some ¥ 
misunderstanding. 











)— Why don't you let me handle 
this? They have running water here, 
you can go take a bath. 


You.. heh, could use one. 


Did he just say 
that I... smell? 











Darn that Trace. 


| should have clawed his 
eyes out like | wanted to 

















Oh, hey, | didn't expect a 
Keidran in the public baths. 





Can you talk? 
What's your name? 








Oh, mind if join 
you, Flora? 


I'm not here 
to hurt you 











You're Trace’s Keidran, aren't you? 


I've actually been 
wanting to talk with you 


Yeah. You think I'm 
a Templar, don't you? 








Truth is, | am. But I'm also a 
member of the Resistance. 








can help you if you want 
can get you out of here. 





| can take you home! 



































is it really you? 

















| ca-can't believe it. 


‘You never wrote 
to me like you said. 


It's been so long... 





‘Oh, you don't.. don't 
have to apologize, dear. 
It... wasn't your fault. 
| | 1 must have done somethi- 


@ 


That's not what | meant. 


nyaall! 


we 


What | meant was... I'm 
sorry, but | don't.. know you. 


I can't remember anything... at all. 
It happened about a month ago. 


You don't... remember me? 













Are you okay? Y-yes.. I'm fine. = Well, like | said, | do 
Hey Please, continue. remember some things. 


But only bits and pieces 
































‘Something happens, and | 
remember an event from my past. 
I's how I knew your na- 











What the hell do you 
think you're doing? Didn't 
J tell you to wait for me? 4 











jelp me! I'm being chased 
by a Templar person! 








Looks like Trace still has the 
same impression on Keidran, 


‘You were supposed to. 
supposed to wa. wait. 


work this tim 


Don't even try! 




















‘Aren't you going 
It's not like she to go after her’ 


can go anywhere 

















& Keidran is.. but 
fe < | saw that look on: 
your face as she left 





What's wrong 
with me? How could | 
do that to her? 











m 


I've... waited so long, 
to see you again, my love. 


This body of mine... can hold 
on... just alittle longer. 




















You crazy Keidran! 


Ya can’t just run in and take 
a room like it was you 


nll 


Um... excuse me, have 
you seen an orange Keidran 
with stripes around here? 


You flee-bitten animal! 
I'm telling you, get out! 


Grand Templar! |-| didn't know 
she was your Keidran, me Lord. 
Keep the room, it's fine! 


Woah, it's 
dark in here! 


Flora? Where are you? 
| think we need to 
talk... Flora? 





FEE y 
P Ever since we've been here it seems 
ie like you've been acting... different, 


Giving me orders and ignoring 
what | say. | hate it. It's almost as if you 
really think of me as your slave. 


I know... or.. I think I know. 
But it hurts. | don't want to be treated 





we have to pretend at least 
__§ [FF 


: | don't know why I've been 
Flora, I'm really, acting like this recently. 
really sorry. It’s just that. you're a Keidre 
7 








ut Ill be easier on you 
from now on, | promise, 











Flora, no! You don’t know 
what your doing, stop! 








| think everyone 
forgot about me. 














Flora, cut it out! That's better. 


Come on, don't let your Flora, | care about you. 


instincts control you like this. don't want to take advantage 
of what you're going through 


You know why. I'm not 
ready for this. Neither of us are. 
This just isn't the time for it! 














Heh, that's okay. | have" 
to get back to Saria now. 
No hard feelings, right? 


Trace doesn’t want 
to do it now because 
he cares about me. 


I know it's true, 
but... | can't help 
feeling rejected, 
































Flora? Hey, Floral 
Wake up, will ya?, 


I must have fallen asleep. 
how long have | been out? 














You've been asleep 
for more then a full day. 
Here, | thought you could 
py use something to eat. 


‘Yeah, | was- er.. Trace 
was getting worried 
—f 
| 
= 


| think.. it's because I've 


( been exhausted from being in 
heat so long... without- 











SI [_- gw " 
‘lora... you don’t have. Because I'm not..eh. 
that problem anymore... 4 affected by it anymore. 


What? Oh... you're right. 
Iwas afraid | might jump you, 
how'd you know that? 


























OH! Hehe, I'm sorry! 








Hmmm... did Keith say 
the food was this way...? 


| can't remember. 





Ineed to go wash 
you can get more 
food downstairs 












































Yes, that’s a painting of 
the old Grand Templar, before 
her sudden disappearance. 


Oh.. I see... | think 
| remember her. 


























So... what about that 
Keidran of yours? 











Hm...? Oh, you 
mean Flora? Why 4 
do you ask? ] 



































Oh, no reason. I'm just 
curious as to how you managed 


to come across her. 











Tt seems to me like you’ 


two aren't exactly slave and ) 


owner, am I right? A 




















Yes... that's right. 














| found Flora in the woods, shortly after 
waking up without any memories 


| have to admit.. we are friends. | know it's not 
right, but she is. She has been the only person who | 
think has honestly wanted to help me. 











But... there isn't anything 
more between you two? 


More? Uh... what do you mean? 


Flora and | are good friends. 
but she's still a Keidran, How could 
there be anything between us? 








She is, after all, 


just a 


Keidran, 

















Tr's al! mine now 











‘Oh, Flora, there you are! 
I've been looking for you. 








I hope you've considered 
my offer. I'm sure you want to get 
back to your Keidran family. 


After all, you are a Keidran. 


And | know a Keidran like 
yourself must want to be around 
other Keidran, am | right? 


You'll be free to do 
Keidran things, all the 
Keidran time! 

















Hey wait, where 
are you going? 





Was it something | said? 

















Hey watch it: Flora? 


Flora, what's wrong? 


















Why am | a Keidran? 











Iwas never good 
at being sensitive 


Hey, Flora. 


‘Come on, get up. 
Everything will. uh... turn 
out okay, | guess. 


Flora, enough, please. 
Get up. Even | can't stand 
to see you like this. 























Sniff... I'm sorry. 
can't help it 





Flora, listen 
to me carefully. 
















Now, tell me, what's wrong 
with being a Keidran? 












Welt, it's just that trace said... 
that since | was a Keidran 
we could only be friends. 





You are who you are. 
You can't change that. 














He seems so happy with 
that “wife” of his... why not, she's 
a normal human being. 





We're both covered in fur. 
We look different then humans. 
But inside, we're stil people. 
























And if Trace can'tsee—~N 
that, maybe... maybe he doesn't Jj 
deserve someone like you. 


Maybe you're right, Keith. 




















| can't take it anymore. 


Trace! If you haven't 
noticed, Flora’s been sulking 
since yesterday! 


How could you say those things to 
her? Even if she is a Keidran. You could at 
least go up and ask if she’s okay. 


Keith, what are you 
Oh, hey Keith. talking about? 


What's up? 








I didn't say anything to Flora 
The only time | said anything about 
Flora was to Saria, yesterday. 


Well, you've still 
| couldn't tell Saria kinda abandoned Flora. 
how | felt about Flora! I think you'd better go 


I don't even know. and talk with her. 





Flora, are you It's me again. Thaven't even 


in here? iknow havent made. introduced myself, 


a very good impression, but | they call me 
can't stand to see you sad. Ephemural. 





| really, really want 
to help you out of here 
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Chapter 6, part 2 





O Bive)cenevers 


It feels like we've 
been going around in 
circles all day. 


yo 
(A at 

It's just a bit 
y 


C4) 


. \ 
Hey guys, | think Simi 
we lost Raine. 


Maren, you and 
Karen go on ahead 
and find Trace! 


Woah! Why is the 
ground moving? 


I may not be 
the most powerful 
of warriors. 





What's going Oh, it's Trace.. 
on now- Flora? he betrayed you. 


You must be strong. 
Take care of yourself. 


That can't be Flora. 
Who are you? 


Wrong, Keith... 
It's Neutral! She's possessing 


Flora and tainting her mind! Jam only saying what Flora cannot. 


These are her true feelings. 


‘She needs to know that humans 
cannot ever be trusted. She is stubborn, 
but with my help, she will realize it. 


It's not what you have done. 
It's what you will do. 


There is a great war coming, 
with balance hanging from a thread. 


You two will determine the 
‘outcome, but you cannot be 
on the same side! 
Let her go right now! 
Why are you doing this? 


What have we ever 
done to you? 





Once she accepted 
my help, it was easy. 


I needed her to willingly 
want my help, even if it was 


You're not-! Who.. what only for a moment. 
are you doing to me? T have you to thank for that. 


Wait... what's going on? 


7” Why would Flora ever 
want your help? Why was Remember that? 
she so unhappy? é 


Flora had fallen in 
love with you. A stupid little girl 
with a childish crush. 


And your words mean 
everything to her. 


That's what she heard? 


No.. but she should have 
realized | didn't mean it. 


That you what?! 


That I couldn't say 
that I... that... 





I don't know! 
| don't know how I 


But of course you 
don't. That was before | 
stole your memories. 


feel? 


You can't even ‘Arg... what do 
admit it to yourself. you want from me?! 


This seems 
familiar... do you 
remember? 


What are you 
talking about? 


Itwas you? Why, 


Ifall you wanted was for me 
and Flora to be enemies. 


If | hadn't removed your 
memories, you would have killed 
Flora that day in the forest 
Yet you still try to 
stop me now. 





No! Please, don't 
let me see it again! 


I don’t want to 
hurt Floral 


Of course I want 
to remember! 


| want to know 
who | am. 


But if it means going 
back to hurting people. 


Then forget it! 


Meanwhile 


Mother! Where 
are you? Mom? 


I don't want to be 


what | once was! . 
Y-you're supposed 


ieee tenon! to remember now! 


You... don't want 
to remember? 


Fine! We'll do it 
the hard way! 


Euchre.. I'm sorry. After | was 

changed into a Keidran, Neutral 

offered me my humanity back if 
I et her possess my body. 


Het her control 
‘me. up until she left 
me for Flora... 


Don't worry, my dear. I'm 
here to help you this time. 








Why won't you just 
give up already? This would 
be so much simpler. 


There's no use struggling! 
Just forget about Flora! 


) \ Why? | don't understand...) 


i. Its... it's because | really Sy | 
Ves “ 


¢ 





Why won't you fight me? 
Realize your true powers! Give 
in to your memories! 


But she’s just a Keidran! 
You could have any human 
female you wanted! 


WY” or it you're into Keidran, 
who's going to stop you? You 
could have anyone! 


But... I don’t want a, 
human. Or a Keidran! 


Don't you get it? It's not 
the race that's important to 
me. It’s just.. Flora. 


¥-you're not 
supposed to say that! 


I saw the future! This 
isn't what happens! 





I would help Trace.. 





but | don't think | can do 


much for him now. 


If can just get close enough. 


Maybe | can kill the host 
before she realizes I'm here. 


It may be all-powerful, 
but without a body, it wont 
be able to affect us. 


But that's not the point, 
You can't hurt Flora! 
Let Trace handle this! 


What...? Hey, it's that 
red-haired guy from before. 
can't remember his name. 


What's he doing? 


Ow! What was that for, 
you stupid Keidran?! 


I'mnota 
Keidran, damn it! 


Hah! Like I'm going to listen If you hurt Flora, 
to an animal. Why should | care | will kill you. 
for the life of this “Flora”? 





No, wait! You can't! 


I will bring Flora back to her 


home, and seal her memories, 


just as | did with yours, 


Even if you can admit 
you love her, she will never 
hear it while I'm here. 


And that's all 
that matters. 


‘My mission is done. 


This can't be the 
end, can it? 


Have | failed? 


Flora's memories... 


Was it all 
for.. nothing? 


You're not gunna take that, 
are you? It took me forever 
to get this stuff set up! 


| wanna see blood-shed! 


Karen, can't you be serious 
for once in your life? 





Seriously, Trace. 


I don't know what's 
going on, entirely, but you 
have to do something! 


But | can't... 


| can't risk hurting 
Flora! | can barely move 
in any case. 


'm honored you 
remember me. 


| must say, | have to 
agree with this human. 


Me? Heck, no! Listen Trace, it's true that 
I'd be killed! the masks know everything 


Past, present, and future. 


But there's one thing 
that they cannot predict. 


Who is this Keidran? 


Maybe you just 
need a little help? 


What?! 
But... what about Flora? 


You're practically 
her brother! 


Are you saying you 
would fight her too? 


How does he know 
so much about us? 





Die, you mortal Kei- wait. 


Heheheh, looks like 
you're a litle too slow. iP trace, listen to me. 
You cannot be afraid 

of the power you have. 


You control your powers, 
you cannot allow them to 
control you any more. 


You can do great thing. 
‘And horrible things. It's all 
up to you, Trace. 


But you have to act. 
You must fight! | can- 
not fight her for you. 





7 Did you think 
so t00, boy? 


‘Are you ready 
to fight me... 


Aaaaaaaagh! 


K a ‘What if | hurt her. 
what if.. then I.. what. 





I wouldn't try that 
again if | were you. 


You know, the reason we 
need our hosts is because 
we feed on their energy. 
And every time you attack 


me, you force me to use up a 
litle bit more of Flora. 


Hm... She has a stronger 
hold on Flora then | had though. 


But... I'm sure 
everything will turn out 
alright in the end 


She slowly turns into an 
empty shell of a Keidran. 


Maybe that’s better 
for her after all... 


Ifonly | could help. 
interfere... 
but there's nothing 
1 can do... | am bound 
by the rules... 


Don't worry. 


\ believe I've done enough 
interfering for the both of us. 





How are things A\ How does it feel, Trace? 
progressing? 


Not favorably, I'm afraid, 
Ephemural is once again 
trying to awaken Trace's true self, To be helpless? Weak? 
dit seems to be working Unable to do anything? 


How does it feel, to know This doesn't look good 
you were able to kill hundreds 
of thousands of people. 


The ground. 
It's... moving, 


Trace, please, don't listen! 


You are unable to save 
the life of one person. 





I do not sense that Trace 
has regained his memories. 


However, this is also something 
Ihave never seen before. 


| believe Trace is in a transition, 


He still doesn't 
remember anything 


‘And yet he's now 
discovered his power. 


fear that it is 
corrupting his mind. 


1... Thad never 
imagined power could 
feel this good. 


This.. this isn't 
supposed to happen! 


What good will those 
powers do you anyway? 


You can't hurt me 
without going through 
Flora first! 


Heh, | don't need anything 
else except these powers. 


Why should | care about Flora? 











lad 
''m back to normal 















































‘And Tom was pelted with rocks. 
_— 








don't understand 
cnt undetndt) You have to realize that Trace This'ts insane. You 
have to do something. 


hasn't been able to do anything to 
help Flora up until this point, 


Now that he has power, 
though, he's lost sight of why he 


If Trace doesn't remember, wanted them to begin with 
then why doesn't he care about Al'he wants te 


2 
the safety of Flora anymore to kil Ephemural 
















You know I can't 
doing anything. | am 
not to interfere- 


You and yuri) 


Don't you get it, Euchre? 















That's Flora out there, 
your sister - practically 





Maybe Trace isn't the 
only one who's let power 
get to his head 


I did not make 
the rules. 
















Trace is the one that 
must get Flora back... 







But I can point him 
in the right direction. 








Hey! What the 
heck is this? 


Perhaps | have been worrying 
too much about these rules. 














Trace, you've frgoton.) 






Where am |? 


How are you 
doing this?! 














It's 


Flora! And the 
mask, it's. 











gone! 


And we're.. in the forest? 












What's wrong 
with you? Why are you 
growling like that? 


Gasp! 







How did you know my name?) 


\ 


Forgotten... 


What was that, a vision? 
And | didn't forget! | remember 
when that happened! 

it's when | first 














met her, so what? 











She's not the 
enemy. 











Eh.. hey, where did 
they go... not another one. 


What are you, Euchre? Why 
are you showing me these things! 


There's nothing wrong with my 
memories! | haven't forgotten— 





my powers? How can 







What's wrong with 


he be stronger? 









The whole point of 


\... Lean believe me being here is for her. 


| thought about letting 
Flora die... 


The power... it 
overwhelmed me. 


What happened? 
How could | forget? 


Ahah! I see 
you've chosen to 
break the rules. 


But you know full well 
the consequences. 


Thate having to strike 
you down while you are 
defenceless, however. 


Ihave risked too much 
already. Once you are out 
of the way. 


1 shall depart... with 
this little Keidran. 


Flora! What's wrong? 
Wha- what's going on? 


| remember 
this too, | think... 


sister. 





| would tke to take a moment to apologies once again forthe lack of update for today, as well as explain the reasoning behind 
the currently unfathful schedule. For the past week, | have been a host to a German student visiting the United States through 
a student exchange program. Due to the busy schedule placed upon us by the school, | have had litle time to do much of any- 
thing else. am sincerely sory fo ths inconvenience, and wil strive to stay on schedule forthe rest ofthis month. 

lease have patience, today's comic will be put up on Wednesday. 





Trace, snap out 
out of it! Trace? 


That's it, 'm 
going after her. 


She's calling 
me to her. 


We all 
TRV break rules. 


That was completely 
unnecessary, Ephemural. 


That Keidran was iC No one is innocent. 


cll He knew ihe rules. Not as long as I'm around. 


Oh no, of course not. 


| wouldn't dream of 
interfering with your 
work now. 


Especially considering 
Valready have. 


What?! 


Where did this come from? 


You know what this is, 
right? You're wearing one 
just like it, you see. 


‘Would you care 
to join him? 





Alittle human 
bauble? 


Flora, can 
you hear me? 


Please, tell me 
your still there, 


What are all 
these thoughts? 


6u said tho 
s. | don't want t 
eldran, but | can't 
ho Lam. BI 
$ that | still lov 


ougher. | can't help it 
n't mind. | love Trace! | cal 


but it's ni 
J afraid 0 


f me 


Yes, but one of 
my own designs. 


| don't see what you 
though you could accomplish 
with this little thing. 


Grr.. What is that 
human muttering about? 


He should know by 
now that Flora isn't. 


No, get away! 


What's going on? 
This is impossible! 








Ack! Why am | naked!? 


What is this place? 





Am | dead? 


huh? 























Floral But.. 
Er, is this another one 
of your tricks, Euchre? 





<>) not Euchre. 















Listen to me, Trace. 


Who said that? 


I don't have much time. 








In order to free 
Flora, you need to be 
able to reach her. 


But you can't. 











a Its, 


is is your chance, Trace. 


If she truly loves 
you, she will hear it 















Itlinks you two 
together. What you are 
seeing is her soul. 
























time 







to wake up. 







know it's a 
little tate now. 
But... love 
you too. 








Flora, | know it's 
alittle late now...) 


- 


You infuriating little 
pest! You've gotten in my 
way for the last time! 


| tried to be nice about 
this, Trace, but you leave me 
with no altemative. 


Having a... bit 
of trouble, Neutral? 


I don't fine that 
-cough- very surprising 


What? You again! 
What would you know? 


will make sure 
you never... eh. 
You.. nev.. wait 













|. know what it's 
like to be tricked into 
your... control 


[7 You promised me my 
K humanity back, but controlled 


Just as you did with 
that young... Keidran 











My dear Euchre. 


Because of him, you're 
hold on that Keidran is fading. 











Trace?! Where did 
you come from...? 


It’s over, Nuetral! 


You cannot use 
her soul for your magic 
any longer. 


‘Soon you wont be able 
to control her at all 


| can still make 
her kill you! 





Ephemural! 








Leave them alone! 









Gaaaaaaaahl! 

















Mother, isn’t it wonderful? 


He saved that poor 
little Keidran! 


Quiet, Raine! 
Don't you forget, 


Thank goodness, he 
managed to get her. 
Iwas afraid I'd 
have to be crushed 
trying to catch her. 


Enemies? How can you 
say that? After you- 


Enough! This.. is 
not the time. 


the Keidran -cough- are still | still feel unsure ~ 
our enemies. about all this.. This all seems: 
, too easy.. 


Trust me, Keith... 
Hey! wouldn't you like It would take a lot 


me to help carry her? You JMil( more then exhaustion, 
look exhausted 


Ugh, Flora's a lot 
heavier then I remember. 


I must be more 
tired then | thought 


But.. what if to make me 


want to let go of Flora 


she really.. really Trace, here, let right now. 


is gone? me help you. 











Vil tell you what | told 


everyone else. 







Trace and Flora are tired, 
so they're both resting 


The room is magically 
sealed, so if you want to 
talk to Trace. 


I guess you'll have 
4 to wait ‘ti later, 

I demand you let me 
see Trace right now! 




















How dare you? Do) 
you know who | am? - mmm... |just had 
i] the strangest dream. 




















Huh, Trace? 
Did... he stay by 

my bed because he 

knew I was upset? 


Come on, Trace. 
Come to bed. 








Shhh, no need 
to wake up. 





Just... -yawn- sleep. 











ie 
¥> 


5 











Floral You're awake! 
Thank goodness... gah! 


What am | doing 
in your bed?! 


Mmin, goodmomning aN 
Le |) 









Stupid Trace 





‘What am |, 
a butler now? 






Hehe, | couldn't let 


you sleep in that chair F 
Can't wait ‘til 




















all day, could |? 








Flora wakes up. 
Then we can 
get out of here. 


We can't do 
this! Let me go! 





























yeah. um. 

no problem 

P Sorry about, 
interrupting. 


Oh.. um, thanks Keith. 











Keith wait, it's 
not what you- ah 

















Wha- ack! Hey, get off me! 


Noo! Keith, don't leave 
me in here with her! 


I\\ 








Fra, do you ev" 
sis you fami? 


Have you over hought 
spout going back name? 


Ne 
pay) — 


Con reaty? 
‘Da you know what 


PCAY your family names? 





Clans. ye, |think 
that what you et 
wham nat sua ag 


“Yeah, sure, | ould 
that, | guess. What 
‘ina of name 











TVe always wanted a name. 
‘someunea to belong 





Thay you could ave 
yen name some day. 


PN ‘Come on Trace! 
‘ie beter hry 


is 


es 
Sen 
Pe 





'l be back ina ‘What's up, Keith? You said you 
needed me for something? 


Its Euchre, 
just gone. 


‘Where did all this come 
from? How did we end up 
back in the woods? 


Trace, that whole city. | think 
itwas an illusion... only an image 
of a city that once existed 


An illusion? Made by who? 


‘Yeah! As well as the 
rest of... well. 


I think you should take a look 
for yourself, Out the back, so those 


other humans don't see you. 


I'm not sure... Neutral, probably. 


| scouted around, and I've found 
this place on your map. It's been marked 
with a.... strange symbol. 


We 


Strange? = 


Yeah... and I've been getting 
‘a weird feeling around here... 


Does this place seem 
familiar to you? 
Yeah, a little. \ 


Trace, may |.. speak 
with you in private? 


Ihave something 
that I.. must tell you, 




















always loved 
this old place. 
We used to... come here 
all the time... to your cabin 
out here in the woods. 


That was of course... before 
you became... power hungry. 
We even came here when the 
border got close... when it became dan- 
gerous because of the Keidran. 


no, | can't good. | think it's 
say | do... sorry. for the best that you 
do not remember. 


‘What? Why? I want to 
know about my past. 


Trace, | am, 
I'm not your wife. I'm sorry, Trace... for all 


the lies | had to tell you. 
We did know each 
other... a long time ago. 


| came back because of 
Neutral. She brought me here. 


I had no choice, but... | had 
to see you. I'm sorry, 


‘Do you remember 
any of this? 


No... please, this isn't 
someplace you'd want to. 
to remember at all 


But there is 
something | must. 
must tell you. 





Trace, seeing you in this, 
brief moment in time. 
has brought me greater 
happiness then | fear you will 
ever understand. 


alam glad you've found 
someone that can make you 
smile once more. 


For awhile. I'd 
thought you'd never 
be happy again. 


Thope you will forgive 
me someday, Trace. 


| just... couldn't bear. 
couldn't bear to burden you. 











Trace Is alive. The Grand Templar 
knew and tried to kill him.The 
Council is not happy. 











Yes, | heard the news. 
He was located only a few miles 
from the Keidran border. What does 
The Council pian to do? 


















They can't 
be serious! 








Sending a Dragon 


‘As you knw, Trace near Keidran territory. 


is needed in order to finish ml 
the final tower. 
The Council knows that they must 
find Trace as quickly as possible. 
Should Trace die, or 
find his way into the claws 






It could be 
considered an 
act of war! 






ofthe Keldran... it would be disastrous, 
This is why we've chosen to 
employ. the Dragons. 

















Not to mention the ‘ 
fact that the king would That won't be a problem 
never approve it for long, Sirvitine. 





Once we have Trace 
in our hands and the final 
‘Tower completed. 


He wouldnt 
allow us Templar that 
kind of gold. 


The king will 
bow down to us. 


You know what 
the Dragons ask for 











Saria told me we were TK Do you even know 
right here, near the border. what you're doing? 


And only about 15 miles Trace, come back with us to 
away from the port the Templar. We can help! 














‘And what's that, Trace? 
At least not yet. Helping these.. animals? 


I have other things 


Ihave to do. They aren't animals! 


Listen to me, Trace. You 
don't have any place to go! 
We're dangerously close 
to the Keidran! You can't keep 
wandering out here. 


I can't go back to 
the Templar either! 


















Hey, Who's side 
are you on here? 
‘And why would 

the Council do some- 
thing like that? 


Trace... If you're going Nevermind. Maren, get 
to go, you'd better go now. Karen. We have to go too. 





The Council is 
calling all Templar back 
to the stronghold. 


The Templar will 
think to look here. 


After all, you used to 
live here... before. 


They've never called 
all of you back before. 


























Trace, | think 

you should go, 
After everything you've 
been through... | think you need 
some time for yourself. 


Ever since four years ago, 
you've been kinda obsessed 
about the Templar. 











Well, you're certainly 


{ being unusually insightful 
I al ofthe sudden 


Yeah, | know. 
Well, what are friends 
for, anyway? 


Friends? Hah! He probably 
doesn't even know your name. 











You've surprised me, 
Trace. So much change. 
even in four years. 





| can't forgive you for what 
you did to me, but | thank you for 
saving me from Neutral 



















Hey, | packed all the 
supplies | could find, Trace. 


It's not much though. 













I'm sure itl be okay, Keith. 






It's only 15 miles. Should only 
take one night to get there. We'll be 
in the port by morning. 













‘Now all that's left. 


Where's Flora? 









Flora, you 
in there? 




















‘She went back up 
to your room, | think. 














) atest: i 








Oh! I'll be right 
down, Keith. 





Finally we were on our way again. Out of 
the old house, and into the Keidran Forest. 





After a few hours. 


This looks like a 
nice little clearing, 
As long as we follow 
the stream, we shouldn't get 
disoriented tomorrow. 


‘Oh, could 
you also get some 
fresh water? 


| think we're out. 


| think we should 
just set up camp now. 


We'll get there 
in the morning. 


Vil get some 
Flora, could you wood for a fire. 
set up the lantern? 


Trace... | don't think we Keidran have been here. 
should camp out here. [can smell their scent, 





Flora, trust me. 
Itl be fine. 


You and | have been through 
a lot in the last few days. 


yeah, | suppose. 
The scent was 
kinda old, anyway. 


I'm sure we'll 


Let's just get some rest. 


be fine for one 


Hey, wait! 
I can explain that, 


Yes, | found it at the house. Nothing 
you'd be interested in, I'm sure. 


Well, 'd better continue 
setting up camp. 


Okay... do you mind, 
if | go for a walk? 


Flora, you said it yourself. 


it's dangerous out there. 


night... hm? 


= 
Huh..2 You don't...?, 


Trace, where did this 
book come from? 


Well, um... don't worry 
about this old thing. 


It's just an old 
story book. 


| As 
\ <<“ 


= 


wae, 


; ( 
1... can't read. | 


Iwas never taught 
asa slave. 


Don't worry about me. 
This is my territory, 


| guess if you really 
want to... but be careful 


I'll drag you back by the tail if 
you get me worried about you. 





Ican smell... lots 
of scents here... one 
familiar... but... 


Wait. what 
am i doing? 


Maybe there's 
some more over. 
‘no, none here. 


-ofone of them 
are recent. 


| should be happy I'm 
not finding anything 


More Keidran is the 
last thing we need, 


Why would | want 
to put that at risk? <Floras, Youve been 
a slave to the humans for 


Why do | want too long, my dear.> 


to. go home? 


Is it just because 
I'ma Keidran? 


<Not used to these 
feelings, are you?> 


<Without the power from those 
‘Templar buildings, your instincts are 
slowly becoming unsuppressed.> 





Get ahold of 
yourself, Flora 


Things have been 
tough, but you can do it! 


‘As long as | have 
Trace, I'm fine. 


I've been looking 
for you, Flora. 


'm here to bring 
you back home. 


Have you forgotten 
that we are engaged? 
Come on, take 

my hand. 


Better get out of here 
before | run into a- 


Ow... Sythe? 


Jeez, don't sneak up 
‘on me like that. 


What are you doing 
out here anyway? 


It's an arranged marriage. 


Neither of us 
have a choice. 





Idon't care what all those \ didn't want to be 
‘old grey-furs arranged for us. your enemy, Flora. | still 
Neither of us really have care about you. 

feelings for each other. But.. | can’t risk my 
‘own life by coming back 


7 want to lead my own 
empty handed. 


life. It might be foolish, but 
it's my own decision. 


Sigh... fine, go then. | will bring you back, as 
Ti tell them I... couldn't ordered, but | can't do it alone. 
find you or something. 


[At the camp. Ah, okay. 


Huh, oh, hey Flora 
; -SIGH- I'm just exhausted. 
You're back sooner 
It seems like all we 


then | expected. 
jen | expecter do is travel around, 


Yeah, I... got tired 
T saw some blue light 
while | was coming back. 
BS was that you, Trace? 

After all this is over. 
. I just want to go back home 
Uh, blue light? No... mand settle down 
|... um... Ihave no idea, 


‘Yeah. | wouldn't mind ‘Well, | haven't actually ‘you mean... you 
doing that myset. set up your tent yet. And I'm don't mind if | sleep in your 
But we'll have to go kinda tired myself. tent with you...? 
our separate ways when So, | was thinking.. 
that happens. 


Yeah... | know. 
I think I'm going 

to go to bed. Is that my 
tent over there? 


If you wanted to. 
you could always. 





























But... you always yell ‘Well, it was a litle soon, 
at me when | try to sleep But we've known 
in your bed. each other for a while... and 
I think it's okay now. 


It's about 
time, Trace! Heh, I'm still not really 
sure what's going on. 


| assume this goes against 
all the codes of the Templar. 


V7 But... | don't remember 
any of that life | once had. 


and | don't want to. 


know. | don't want to 
be involved in this war. | 
just want to be happy. 


Are we gunna. 
well... you know...? 





Huh, Trace? 
Now where'd that 
stupid human go? Sorry, sorry. 
never done this before. 
how about now? 


‘Ow, hey, that's. 
my tail, Trace! 


Ugh, finally. 
Trace, it's your 
turn to go on watch, 
I'm exhausted. 


What is the 
meaning of this? 


It's the middle 
of the night. 


‘On second though, Master, | think you should 
I think I'll go scouting see this, It's a Keidran. 
for a while longer. 


‘A dead Keidran? What 


does this thing have to do He mentioned your 
with me? Get rid of it! name. Your... other name. 


Do you recognize him? 


He's not dead, though 
I don't know how. He has a Yes... he was a slave. 
huge stab wound from long ago. 


Quick, get 
him inside. 


It's been a long 


| still don’t understand time, old friend. 


why you needed me. 





‘Ow.. my head 
Where... am I? 


Wha.. what's going on? 


I'm... human! 





I don't believe it! 
) Hook like a human! 







What the...? 


My hand! | 
have... skin..? 










itis what you wish 
you were, is it not? 
































My feet... what's going 
on, I'm changing back! 


|., don't want 
to be an animal! 








You can't hide 
your true nature. 




















Hm... claw marks, 
Animal.. ah, now | 
can't remember what 
that dream was. 


Merrr, Trace? Oh yeah, 
I'm in Trace's bed. 


Hm..? Are those claw 
marks... from me? 
| still can't believe Oh, | hope I didn't 
we actually. hurt him. | have to be more 
careful next time. 








Hrmph... Flora... 
huh, Flora? 





‘Oh, there you are. 
Good morning. 


7 vr What are you 
K doing up? 


Well, | just wanted to 
‘open up the tent and get 
some fresh air. 


Unfortunately, the ground 
was all wet. My feet got pretty 
muddy walking around. 
It must have rained while 


we were asleep. And looking at the 
clouds, | think it might again. 4 





Rain, huh? 


Well, | don’t really 
feel like walking around 
when its all wet. 


So | guess we're stuck 
in this tent for a while. 








Though, | don't want to 


Yup, I guess so! add any more scratches 


And | don't know about you, 
but I think | can come up with some- 
thing to do to pass the time. 


Idon't mind, 
really! 






























You've fallen apart, 


( Just like your little race. 





Itwas a bold move, altering 
the mind of my warrior. 






You knew if you killed him, 
more would just take his place. 


Welcome back, 
Ephemural 
It’s been a while 
since you've come 
to this realm 












Instead you had him fall for 
the enemy. Now that's clever. 





One by one, 
Unfortunately, that little " the clans will fall 
Keidran fell in love as well Until only my race 
g shall rule this earth. 





When the time came, you 
couldn't split them up. 


Now, without Flora, the Tiger 
and Wolf Clans have no alliance. 





Already, the wolves have chosen 
not to join the others, so sure that they 
can defend themselves. 















He may be speaking 
the truth. The outcome lies 
on the mortals now. 






| have no choice. | must ensure at 
least some Keidran blood survives. 
From this point forth 
‘My powers are weakened. | Ps 
(cannot risk attempting to enter the 
world again for some time. 


But perhaps there is something 
can do... there is another race. 
One that i have not allowed 
for many, many years. 

















.. 
Flora, you asleep? 


No, just 
resting. 


| think we should 
probably start getting 
dressed soon. 
It's the middle 
of the day. 


Flora, you know 
what I mean. 


But where will we live? 


We'll never be able to. 
experience parenthood. 


There's so much 
we'll miss! 


Flora, do you 
think what we're 
doing is wrong? 


Mmm, five 
more minutes. 


There's nothing 
wrong with sleeping 
in once in a while. 


No, not just that, Flora. 
This whole relationship. It’s just 
not... you know, normal. 
What if it just 
doesn't work out? 


Trace, | knew 
what | was getting into 
when I chose you. 


Trace, | know... we'll have 
to think about it eventually. 
But for right now, I'd rather 
just lie here with you 


Trace, are you 
saying you don't want 
me anymore? 


What? No, no! | 
didn’t mean that. 





<You sent assassins 
to kill Flora too? Why!?> 


<Nephew, you know I have 
never liked this arrangement with the 
tigers. We wolves don't need help.> 


<So, we have decided to take this 
opportunity to break off from them.> 


<The tigers believe the girl to be 


<There's no need to 


shout. | may 


be old, but 


my hearing is fine.> 


} <And why do you seem 
concerned about the girl?> 
<You always said you 


didn't ike her anyway.> 


<..yeah... I did 


say that...> 


<But, there's always a weakness.> 


<A-are you mad? The 
humans would destroy us 
without the tiger's aid!> 


<Damn it, he’s been 
sitting there all day!> 
<The targets have been 
in their tent for hours!> 


<Why doesn't he 
go in his?> 


<We need to lure him away 
from the camp. I'm sure a litle. 
persuasion will do the trick.> 


<I'm curious to see 


what 


his heart's desire is.> 


lost. They will not miss her.> 


<You impudent youth! | 
will not have you questioning me! 
Be quiet and know your place.> 


<Patience, brother> 
<I told you, he's a Basitin. 
Military people. They don’t get 
tired like we do.> 


<If we try to kill him here, it 
might attract the others. We can’ 
risk being outnumbered.> 


Keith, it's been 
so long. 
Why don't you 
come over here? 


Laura... how did you... | 
though I'd never find you. 





> Level up! 





Would you get 
back here!? This 
isn'ta game! 


Heheh, come on! 
Catch me! 


Damn it! Stop, 
you stupid Keidran! 


Finally... how... how 
did you find me? 


You promised 
Rot to call me that. 


<What the- why would his 
heart desire be a Keidran?> 


<That's not important. 
Just make sure you take 
him out, got it?> 


Hey! Hey! Don't you 
dare start crying! 


<Oh, don't worry. 


I'm not taking any 
chances this time. 


Viluse the poison.> 





But why...? Why did you. 
right before the wedding? 


Was it something | did? 


Keith... 'm so sorry. Laura. it's. 
It's awful, seeing how it’s alright. 
much you've changed. 


Its all my fault 


No... it wasn't 


My sister... she hated 
that you were a Basitin. 


She also hated that | 
\ was marrying before her. 


You know about that 
milk some Keidran drink? ‘What?! She gave you. 
She gave me that But.. why didn't 
| didn’t realize what | was you come back? 
doing.. I couldn't help. 


But if ’'d have known, 
| wouldn't have- 


Hold on, Laura. 
HEY! Whoever's out 
there, show yourself! 


These ears aren't just, 
for decoration, you know! 





<Good job, Natani, 
that illusion of yours gave 


us away for sure.> 


<Great, the crippled 
‘Templar is on guard.> 


Did... you just 


Keith... Keith. hear something, 


please don't die! 


Keith? Where 
are you? 


Flora, stay in the tent, 


Ihave a bad 
feeling about this. 


<The illusion only stays until 
the target is taken out.> 
your “Instant Death” poison 
worked better, the illusion would 
have vanished sooner!> 


<Heh, you know what? 
'm glad. I've always wanted 
to see his power.> 


<Nata- hey!> 


<Y-you idiot! We have 
to fight together!> 





Be right back 
(really) 


| fell asleep making the comic. 
It's almost done. Check later today. 


Keith... Hey, whoever 
you are, show yourself. 


Maybe my imagination's 
just getting the better of me. 


Yeah, yeah... no 
‘one’s out here. 


Uh. 


shield! 


Shield! 


<Even without a reserve 
of mana, he can still gather 
it almost instantly 


<That's how the Templar 
do it, they can draw the mana 
straight out of the ground.> 





<Clever, Templar, 
very clever.> 


<You have better control 
of your power than I thought!> 


Need to... heal 
myself while | can. 


<Not so fast, Human!> 


PROGR QO 


<Let's see how 
well you fight without 
your magic!> 


<Pretty clumsy 
without your right hand, 
aren't you?> 

















Throughout my travels, I've heard 
a lot of things said about the Basitin. 


Most of them weren't too flattering 


Basitin are tough. They can endure physical 
pain that could easily kill most other people. 


But after the battle in the forest, 
three things I knew were certain. 


I've always found it remarkable, Two, they are stubborn. Or 


considering their small size. 


‘And probably most important of all, three: either by a gift from 
the gods or simply from thousands of years of living on an island 


full of deadly toxins, Basitin are, in f 


immune to most poisons. 


thickheaded, as | like to say. 


Oh, they also seem to have a 
bit of a temper when aggrivated. 





Jeez, when they 
mentioned the girl, | never 
imagined her like this! 


Wait, listen. 
listen to me! 


have to fight! 


Come with 
us willingly! 


We were hired 
to kill you, yes, 


But... but! We also support 
the merging of our clans. 
We don't believe the Keidran can 
stand up to the humans without it! 


We'll deal with 
her later. 


Oh, for goodness 
sake, we don't have time 
for this, Zen! 


Hey, hold on 
a minute! 


with the marriage as planned, 
there's nothing our leader 
can do to stop it 


will not marry 
Sythe! I'm not going 
anywhere with you! 


You selfish girl! 
Think of your people! 





Shouldn't she have 
fallen asleep by now? 


She's resisting the spell! 


She has a stronger will then 
| thought. You'll have to take care 
of her the old fashioned way 


ve got to finish off Trace. rea hase 


Save it, Zen 


| know how you feel And you know we 
about the alliance of the Clans, really need this job. 
but let's face it 
So just pick up your 
sword and finish her so we 


It's not our job to 
's not our job te can get out of here. 


question things. It's our 
job to kill things 


Sigh... alright. 


But as much as | 
I'm sorry about this, hate it, Natani is right. 
girl. | really am, 
We Keidran are strong, We will 
survive against the humans. 


| will be sure to pray for your 
Spirit's release from this world. 





Now hurry 

up and take care 

of her while | finish 
this one. 


I've waited a long 
time for this, Trace. 


This is for all of my 
people- my family that you 
murdered in cold blood. 


Flora... Floral 
Listen to me 
I'm not going to kill you. Listen, | know 
I'm just going to make it look that spell is making 
like I've Killed you. you weak 


Just be sure to lie still. 


| became an assassin 
to fight humans, but | cannot 
kill someone like this. 


This has to work. 
Flora must survive. 


W-what about 
Trace. 


It's too late for 
him. Natani is about Prepare to die! 
to finish him off. 
He's just a 
human anyway. 





You selfish child! 
Think of your people! 
I'm not going to kill you. 


| believe that without you, 
‘our race may die out! 


No.. this is wrong, 
My people. 





Mana is the basis of 
all magic in this world. 


Templar have the unique ability to draw mana directly from the earth 
However, once all the mana from one location is drained without time 
to replenish, it is the earth's life-energy that begins to be drawn out. 


Itis a very power energy. 
but most refuse to use it. 


Need more. 
more mana, 


<How dare you harm 
my older brother. You'll pay 


for that, Basitin.> <I took out the great 


Trace Legacy. | don’t think 
you'll be much of a...> 
<...What is this? Why. 
is the grass dying?.> 


From what I've seen, taking life-energy from the earth often causes nervousness, violence, 
delusions, loss of memory, insanity and sometimes death. It worsens the more i's used. | must 
be careful how much | use, | can already feel some of these effects taking hold on me.... 


{'m taking Saria to our house near the Border: 
this afternoon. She always loves it down there. 





You again! 


Don't you people 
ever stay down?! 


It. it looks 
just like the magic. 

The magic of crystals 

formed from dying earth: 


But that magic's 


What... kind of forbidden! 


He... he’s 
summoned a...! 


This is bad... they’ 
both weakened, but with three 
against one. 


It's happening 
again! But.. 


Its stronger 
this time! 


This isn't good. 





Man, everyday is 
the same thing. 


I get up, | work, 
and | go to bed. 


It’s so boring... | feel like the 
character in a storybook that only 
shows up in one scene, 


doesn't have a name, 


and is only used as a literary 
device in order to momentarily break- 
away from the action. 


Why can’t something 
exciting happen to me for ) | 
‘once in my life! 


In fact, | wouldn't be surprised 
if there's a group of people some- 


where out there right now fighting a 
dragon or something, 


While I'm stuck here 
working in order to show another 
angle of the story. 


Storm clouds? 
Woah, what the 
heck was that... But what's that 


moving in them? 








Ah, there you are, 
my dear Trace... . Aman-made 


Into trouble as 
always, | see. 


Snap out of it! Fight it, Trace! 
Before that thing Can't you hear 
kils us all me? I's me, Flora... 


'm right here 
Don't let it with you, always 
control you... 


HI just can't fight 
something lke that! 


No amount of gold 


is worth this! v 


Ihave to get 


out of here... 
Going somewhere? 





Trace! Hey, get up! 


You can't pass out now! 


<Going to finish 
me, eh Basitin?> 


<Then do it!> 


There's no way 
Ican win against that 
demon, but... 
I've still got two mana 
crystals left. If | can just 
get away from here. 


Keith, stop it! 


This is my fight, 
Flora, stay out of it 
And tell Trace to 
back off to, | don't need 
his help to fig 


I've got to do 
somethi... huh? 


They're going to 
kill each other. 


The dragon! | don't 
think Trace is in control 
of it anymore! 
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Keith, we have to 
get out of here! 


I'm sure that spell of 


Of course. 
What about-? 


<I guess this is 
my fate...> 


<I can't seem to find 
my last crystal, could have 
sworn | had another...> 


<Here it 
comes...> 


<I guess this 
is the end....> 


‘<Forget about 
him, just go!> 


<Come on! Get 
up! Stop being so 
melodramatic!> 


<That slice 
hit deep.> 
<t'm not 
going to make it 
out of here.> 


<Not that it'd matter, | 
can't concentrate long enough 
to cast a spell...> 
<At least my last hours 
ended in battle...> 


<Hey, I'm trying to give 
my dying monologue!> 


<Oh please, ya 
7 big baby. That other guy 


had a sword go through 
him, get up!> 


<Hey- what are 
you doing?> 





Him... looks like I'm 
going to have to interfere, 


Burning the barrier of trees 
between Keidran and human 
territories can't be good. 


Huff. If it wasn't for 
the fact that | still need 
you for my mission 


I'd probably stil 
save your ass. 


But then | wouldn't 
have an excuse for it. 


Oops, | think 
he noticed me. 
































Come on 
Let's go! 


The forest. 
my home, it’s 
burning! 


There's nothing 
we can do. | see the river 
over here, come on! 


Huh? Where 
did she go? 


Grr... | don’t need 
your help! Why are you 
helping me anyway? 


I was just trying 
to kill you! 


I'm helping you 
because | don't want more 


people getting hurt. Your brother showed 


me that even assassins 
like you are people too. 


Besides, | saved 

your life, You owe 

me now. And | want 
you to help us. 


Feh! How do you 
know | care anything 
about life-debts? 


I think even someone 
like you stil follows the code. 
But even if you don't, what 

options do you have? 
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get throu ugh fo him maybe 
you should try. 
He seems to be in pain. 








Trace, what’ Face whats won 


h 


BW 
> 


Flora... where are you 


yen 


Finally, -huff- a break, 


Now if only | could find 
that dam crystal, | could get 
out of this forest. 


This wound is still bleeding. 
| need to hurry before those three 
Notice I'm still here. 


Ah, here it is! 


| knew I had one left. 


Now I can. 


transport myself. 


| do feel sorry for her. Such 
an odd group of people. 





She'll most likely 

be Killed out here. 

Not that I wasn't about 
to kill her anyway. 


But considering they fought 
off both me and Zen, it's a shame 
they have to die now. 


Yeah, that really made 
me feel less guilty 


| must be insane... but she 
did save my life. The code says 
I must do the same. 


-sigh- fine... 


| will break the human's 
mental link to the demon! 


No, no! | can't be feeling 
sorry for them now! 


My magic might help, but 
then I'd be stuck here too! 


No, I'lljust go home. 
They probably wont 

die in the fire anyway. They 
could just get eaten. 


Ah! What's happening 
to him, Keith? 


It’s that Keidran! 
I knew you shouldn't 
have helped him! 





HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TWOKINDS! 


October 22nd, 2005 


A little late, but better then never. 





<There, that should~_> 


<Stop it! Listen to 
me! | used my magic 
to break the- > 
<Er, why is the 
ground shaking?> 


<Wait, what 
are you?> 


Hey! Stop, | was 
helping you guys!> 


<Probably has something to do 
with that lousy spell of y- woah!> 


buy that!> 














HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 



























































Trace, you' 


awakel ‘Yeah, | guess. My 


head hurts, though And | think I'm seeing things... is 


that Keith... on top of that guy? 


Oh, so it is. Wow, 
I had no idea Keith was. 
ya know, “that way.” 


Hm, and | always thought 
he had a crush on me. 
But | guess that 
can't be possible. 
Hey, shut up! 
I'm not... erm. 
“that way!” 


What?! No, it can! | do! ) 


<I can't understand a word 
they're saying, and something tells 


Er... wait... no! | don't. me | don’t want to know...> 


I'm not gay! 
Shouldn't we stil 
jrtied about the 
dragons overhead? 


a! 





What a wonderful day! 


I've finally got that whole 
tower explosion incident under 
control and back on schedule. 


And | hear they're 
q serving 
» inthe 


L... I'm not sure 
M-mr. Baron, sir. 


I think he might still 


be in his chambers, 


‘You know who I'm talking 
about, you stupid, dress-wearing 
» ‘sorivener! Your master! 


That fool you call the Grand Templar! 


(ON.| hope this doesn't have 
anything to do with Lady Nora. 
I told/Master he shouldn't have 

| employed that dragon. J 


Hm, | think I'l go have 
some of that soup now. 





You have to get 
rid of the dragon 
you summoned! 


Wha- where the 
hell did that come from? 


Well... | guess if | summoned 
it, | can unsummon it. 


Come on, Let's go, get up. 


Trace, you sound different... 


Z 


told you, you 
summoned it! 
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Trace, what are you- What's this? | sense 


more magic. 


I need to 
concentrate! Trace's magic... 


| don't really know 
what I'm doing... 
But if | cast that thing, | think 
| can take the energy back! 


: Surely Trace wouldn't be foolish enough 
The false dragon's energy to draw all that dark magic into himself! 
is being drained... but where 


is it going? Surely... 





Ngh, I-I'm not sure... 


It feels like I've 
been burned... 


Trace, I'll finish him off 


Don't go overboard 
like you usually do...! 


Um... Trace, did 
you... here that...? 


Trace... th-there’s 
another dragon... and | 
think it just talked... 





It's good to see : 
you again, Euchre. I think it's... landi 


A J 


Even when you and Flora 
were on my farm, | never treated 
either of you like slaves. 


That was a serious wound 
you had. I'm still amazed how 
fast you recovered. 


I'm old... I've learned to 
protect myself from such things 


as death. Though. All of Keidran kind will 


be at its end if the final Tower 
is allowed to be completed 


Yes, I'm afraid itis. 


against us... a great tragedy yy 


is approaching 





It's been a long time 
since I've seen you. 


There, now that that's 
been taken care of. Have you forgotten 
about me too, Trace? 


I'm not here to hurt you! 


Don't worry, 
little one. 





/ Bieh! You taste Trace... 
like a Keidran. , Are you okay? 


‘Smell like one too! You look a bit pale. 


Trace? 


‘Oh, so you're the 
Keidran | tasted... 


Hello, | am known 
as Lady Nora 


Ack! Trace! 


Ah... I've gotcha, 
Are you okay? 














Nora? Wait... how 
do | know that name? 





What's this... oh, Flora, & 
Thank goodness. 


Wha... who said that? 
| wonder where Keith is? 


Well, Flora’s here. 
That's all that matters. 


you're awake! | went 
hunting, Tlibe right there, Litte One. 


| decided to transport you to. 
(Haven Fields, just outside the forest. 
Town is just beyond that hill, 














7 \'ve found you at last, 
Head Councilman. 


So you have. 


Herph, you Templar are all the same. 
You think your magic puts you above the law. 
Don't think we aren't aware of you! 


Dragons in the west, fires along 
the border, and war at our gates! 


The King will certainly 
see to it that you- 


-..what is this thing 
doing in here? 


Have you forgotten that 
you still serve under the King? 


The Templar cannot 
simply take action on its 
own accord as it has! 


Does it look like | want 
food right now? 


She hasn't been thinking 
clearly since being exposed 
to the Tower's magic. 


Anyway, the King wishes 
to see you immediately. 















Trace, I'm here. 












ake it easy 
this time 






| considered eating them - | was rather 
hungry, to be honest. But | assumed you want 
them alive, They're just over here. 





| put them in the same magical sleep 
as she's in right now, in order to transport 
you all here one at a time. 










Set her down - I'd like 
to speak with you about 
your recent travels. 




























You're a different person 
then you used to be, Trace. 
I've never seen you so gentle with 
a Keidran... she is your mate? 
























Mate!? Eh, no. Of course not! 


What would give 
you that idea. 







|... may have taken a quick 
peek into your mind... 







You saw...? 








Well, for one thing, you'r Not on purpose! 
ractically covered in her Though, it was quite 
interesting. 





















Relax, Trace. 


It matters little to me who 
you choose to be with, 


I find it humorous how devoted 
that thing is to you, however. 


One look into her mind and it's 
obvious her attraction to you No, what concerns me is the 
“ relationship itself. What do you plan to do 
after this little adventure is over? 


Having a Keidran for a wife 
wouldn't look good, you know? 


Wife? Oh, no. 


Marriage is... um... 


| wasn't planning on that. Is that so? 


You could always go back to 
the Templar... you could keep her 
asa slave, if you wanted. 





N-no... | couldn't do that 
to Flora. She told me about her 
childhood and growing up. 


‘She wouldn't stand 
for it, I'm sure. 


t'm don't know what we're going to 
do. | really care about Flora, but. 


‘A human and a beast... well, Trace, 
there is one place you could go.. 


The more | think about it... the more | The Orchard Valley. 
realize there's really no place for us. 





No, it's not a town. It's a place. 
Some... town? It's hidden far off, beyond 
the Basitin Islands, on the other 
side of the continent, 


It is a place beyond even the 
influence of the Templar. 


The village itself is called Lyn’knoll. Ugly 
word, but it's a combination of two languages. 


I do not think the Templar are even 
aware of it's existence. 


But if they are, they don't seem 
to be taking actions against it 


In the village, members of all three 
races coexist... relatively in peace. 


Not so many Basitins, of course. 
They have that stubborn pride. 








| only know of the village because | had 
happened across it on one of my flights. 


They've paid me quite well to keep 
their secret to myself, and make sure 
no one but the right people find it. 


But if you are looking for a place to get 
away from it all, that would be where to go. 


Simply travel beyond the shores of 
the Basitin Islands, once you're done there, 
and you'll reach the Orchard Valley. 





Trace, | wish | could 
stay and help you, but 'm 
needed elsewhere, 


Goodbye, Trace! 


Eh.. goodbye, 


Flora, relax, I'm 
right here. 


The dragon's gone 
now, it's safe. 


Remember what I've told you. 


There is still much you need to know. 


Trace, you're okay!! 


For now, | take my leave. I've released your. 
bestial companions from their sleep 


An! Trace! 


The dragon, where...? 





Yeah, | was almost beginning to 
miss the feeling of being crushed. 


to find Keith and get going. 7) 


I want to get into town “S ) } 
and find a boat before dark. Jy 


Heh, it's been Sounds good! I'd rather not 


awhile since I've ‘stay overnight in a human city again. 
done that... 


Hm... |just realized | forgot to 
check if those other two were a couple 
Hey, get off me! ‘| 4 before | set them down. 
Jeez, wake up! Don't 
rub against me like that! 


.oh well... 'm sure 
they'll sort it out. 
























































I've asked him, Trace. He says he 
was sent by the wolf king to kill us. 


But... the contract is off. 


<Zen and | are linked mentally. | 
see and feel what he does.> 





<Ever since he was stabbed, | have 
been using my energy to keep him alive. 
He's now in the care of our healers.> 


<Without his aid, I'm not much 
ofa fighter. My viciousness comes 
from his side of the link...> 


<Zen is safe for now... but since we've 
failed, the king is going to banish us both, Or a 
least me... Zen is safe until he's healed..> 


<So... you don't have 
anywhere to go?> 


You could 
come with us... 











<No... no, I'm 


going back. I'll face <But.. we can.. um...> 
my banishment.> 


<Do you have 
a death wish?> 





<Listen, | just told you | Idunno.> 
was sent to kill you guys. 
fei aenek oeeasay <I've just.. always believed that 
i everyone has some good in them.> 
And so is Trace, now 
that I think about it 


Sure, you're protected 
from me, because you saved 
my life, the Code, bah..> 


<But there's nothing 
stopping me from killing that human 
or that., other guy in their sleep.> 


<What makes you think you can 
just trust me all of the sudden?> 


<You're a fool 
if you think that.> 





\ can't understand a 
word they're saying 


‘Oh, Flora's trying to get 
us killed in our sleep. 





<Good luck, Natani.> 


<Tell Trace to watch Feh, more like 
his back from now on.> good riddance. 


<Good bye, Flora.> 


<Now why did you do that, Natani? 
‘You were supposed to go with them. <Oh shut it, Zen. | don't care 
They were about to trust you.> ‘what the King's offered, I'm not wasting 
my time on some crazy adventure.> 


‘<Aw crap, what are humans Hey, there's a Keidran! 
doing way out here? They must be I bet it has something to do 
‘scouting out the fires.> with this! Skin it alive! 


<<I'm injured and have no weapons. 
There's sure to be more humans in the 
forest.. well, | guess I'll go around.> 


<I've changed my mind!> 


I'll waste my time on 


] 
your crazy adventure!> N ) 





Hey, these Keidran 
belong to me. 


Oh, sorry, we 
didn't realize. 


You should really have 
them collared, and stay with 
them at all time. 


Hey, wait a minute! 
I've seen this guy before! 


He's the one on the wanted 
posters set up two days ago! 


That Templar who 
went crazy! 


‘And that's the Keidran 
on the other ones! 


‘Oh, for goodness sake, 
not another fight already! 


We're close to the 
border, you know? 


way Templar Trace 
Legacy. Blu 
eyes. No memo: 


° 


25,000 Gold 
Runaway slave known 
as Flora, Tiger-patterned. 
Brown hair, flat-chested. 


Maybe we should 
try getting away? 


Might be a good © 
idea this time. 





“Get away"? 

\ Not a chance! 
7 That gold is mine, you 
‘flat chested’ Keidran! 


— 


Flora, remind me 
never to joke about that 
particular subject. 


@ f 
S 
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‘We've finally made it. 
for real, this time. 


I don't like the looks 
of that tower, though, 


Let's spend as little 
time as possible, Trace. 
Bad things always seem 


to happen to us when we're 
in these human cities. 


That's the least of our 
problems! How do you guys 
expect to get to a ship? 
ne 


is that a firework...? 


You're both wanted 
by the humans. 


‘And a traveling group of ‘animals’ 
and a guy with blue hair isn’t exactly what 
| would call “inconspicuous.” 


Unless there's some huge distraction, 
I don't see how we're getting in, 





As you can tell, !am 
not Guild Master Tarron. 
He has suddenly fallen. 
ill, and wont be joining us. | 
will be taking his place. 


My name is Edmund 
Sirus Templar VIIL 


Ithas been over three hundred years 
since our ancestors first met and feasted with the 
Keidran, right here in this very village. 
‘And though the rest of the nation would 
rather forget this event, we embrace it 


For tonight, we welcome our bestial 
brethren to join us once again, and for one night 
only, in our joyous celebration and feast! 


Let the festivities begin! 





<This is 
really odd...> 


<Do you know what's going on?> 


<Well sorta. It's the 
“Festival of Beasts.” 


Haven't you heard 
of the old stories?> 


<It's said that over 300 years ago, 
the humans came here on a ship.> 


“<The humans were naturally idiots 
and couldn't tell food from their own dogs, 
so they began to die the first winter.> 


<We generously gave the 
strange creatures our own food.> 
<After a while, it became a tradition, 
even after tension began to build between 
our two people. That is...> 


<Until Trace came to power four 
years ago and screwed it up.> 


l | 6g haven't had a festival in 
four years. What | find odd is that 


it's started up again now...> 
<The human's Guild Master, appointed 

by Trace himself, put a stop to them, much 
to the disappointment of both sides..> 


<I don't see how they're getting 
away with it this year, unless... Guild Master 
Tarron is no longer in command.> 





‘Wow, everything's 


Saal “| don't think we'll be noticed 


if we're quick. Just blend in with the 
crowd and head to the docks. 


But | haven't seen 
a single one. 


<Some idiot’s burning 
Subleflower incense.> 


<...you shouldn't be 
so hard on yourself..> 
<Get a hold of yourself, we 
don't have time for this.> 


<And I'm not pretty!> 


<Oh no, not you too!> 





The coast is 

clear, guys. 
Come on, pick 
up the pace. 


Flora, what are 
you doing? 

You're naked... why did you 
take off your clothes!? 


=f 


Hehe, I'm al 
I having fun! 
7 
~ 


<Trace! We must leave now!> 
<We can't think straight! It’s the 


scents! |... I'm becoming increasingly 
attracted to random people!> al 


I can't understand 
what you're saying... 
a 
<. a 


a 





Oh, relax, Trace. 
Flora, we're trying not 
to attract attention! Just look around! 


You being naked 
isn’t going to help! 


Nearly all the Keidran 
ere are either naked or 
getting there now. 


In fact, | think you're 
making us look suspicious! 


Let's see what 
you have under those 
robes, Mr. Wolf! 


Flora, don't-! Oh, 


‘<Hey, stop! | can barely what's the use. 


control myself as it is!> 


Ya see, Flora? 
This is the attention 
we didn’t want! 


fiat 
\/] 
—— O 
a 
Excuse me... that's 7p 


quite an exotic Keidran 
you've got there. 








Might | inquire 
where you obtained 
such a creature? 
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7” Would you and your 
Keidran consider joining 
me for a drink? 
I'd love to learn how 
you acquired such a 
variety of Keidran. 


EF Flora, leave = 
Nate 


you wont be gett 
there very fast. 


Oh, alright. 


But just for a minute, 
then we've gotta go. 


Keith, come on. Give 
me a hand at breaking 
those two up. 


Er, no, sorry. We 
really can't. We've got 
to get to the docks. 


<Stop! Hey, don't 
tear the robes!> 


Trust me, a few minutes 
out of the scented air will do 
them some real good, 


‘And maybe | can help. 
you get to the docks. 





Sorry, | don't 
know what came 
over me... 


<Well, that was 
certainly interesting > 


<Nothing like being 
molested by a horny tiger> 


<That was really close, 
too. | gotta control myself.> 


<If she had gotten my robes 
off in front of everyone...> 


<Hey, you, uh... <No, no, I'm fine!> 


Need a hand, <I don't need 


or.. something?> your help!> 


<<...and | don't need 
more temptation...> 


<Come on, let's go!> 





( Here we are! 
Those Keidran should feel 
better almost instantly. 


I'm sorry | couldn't 
control myself... it was like 
my head was in a fog, 


you in my.. eh... collection. 


I'd love to learn more 
about you and your history. 


Well... 'm nothing 
special, really. 


True, you'd be better if you were a 
bit more shapely and well-endowed. 


Now that would be 
the perfect Keidran...! 





_ Seo, 
Took ine 
ava Sie ot 
need Fo sleep First ~ 
om for it 4 * 
night 
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Ah, yes, the 
Basidian Islands. 


We appreciate the help, 4 
but we're in a hurry. We need Don't see too many of 
to get to my island, \ your type here these days. 


Allow me to formally If you haven't guessed, 
introduce myseff. lam a slave trader. 


‘Obviously, my occupation 
My name is Eric. 'm gives me many opportunities 
what you'd call.. a collector. to travel to far off places. 


I don't believe our I think that | 
encounter was chance. can help you. 


‘You see, you'll have a very 
hard time trying to find any kind 
of boat during this festival 


But perhaps if you're willing to 
stick around ‘till tomorrow, | think | could 
arrange one of my own ships 


‘Aw man, we have to 
spend the night here? 
Ihave a bad 

feeling about this. 


‘Something bad always 
happens to us when we're 
ina human city. 





hat are the chances 
Trace, I don't that we'd meet a guy who 
trust this guy at all happens to have a ship? 


‘Someone is organizing 
these events, I'm sure. 4 


/ 
( i) (| dunno. 
Somehow, | think someone Qy__ this guy seems 
knows what we're afer. a . pretty harmless. 





You have the most wonderful 


fur pattern, my dear! d ‘Ah yes, the white fur 
fe vs all the way around 








| mean it! Your fur 
is absolutely lovely. 
It's neat and clean, 
perfectly even. 


And now... he 
seems pretty injured. 








Did you see 
what he did? 


P-please forgive 
my rudeness. 


truly did not 
mean to offend you. 


I'm just used to inspecting 


my slaves in that way... 
You see, most of the slaves | — 
deal with are tra 


ally much 


more subordinate then you. 


I'm nota slave! 
But.. I don't 


| was one once, a long 
understand. 


time ago, but I'll die before 
I'm a slave ever again! 





She isn'ta slave, then? 


No, she's not. 


” Flora and |, along with the 
others, were simply traveling 
together to.. uh... here 





| must admit I'm 
alittle disappointed. 


Iwas really hoping 
to buy her from you. 


Well, selling Flora is 
out of the question, even 
if | was able to. 


But we really need your 
boat... is there anything else 
you want in return? 
















Well... now that | 
think about it. 





boring... there is something SY 
Flora can do for me. 








\J 


As | told you, boat 
rides can be long and 
quite boring. - 
if you would model) 
for me, | would love to 


paint your image. 


Wow, these are really good. 
you want me... to model? 


Oh... thanks, 
I guess, 


«wand if you want, 
we can, ya know, have 
some fun afterwords. 


little... private 
entertainment 





O-ow... I forgot, sorry. 
I'm not sure | deserved that, 
though. Eh, well. 


My offer still stands. Ill 
take you aboard my boat in 
the morning if you want. 


If you don't mind, | 
need to find my healing 
crystals, excuse me. 


Eh, as much as | hate 
to admit it, we need him. 


It's the perfect opportunity... 


‘Well, what do you think, Flora? 


Should we trust him...? 


But I'm not going to enjoy 
posing in front of him. 


You'd better make sure 
he doesn't try anything, 


Vil make sure.. 


And hey, we might as well 
make the most of tonight 


We get to take a bath, 
sleep ina real bed. 


And in the morning, we'll 
be sailing across the seas! 


Yeah, that does sound 
kinda nice... mrr... 





Well, looks like things have 
finally died down outside. 


-Sigh- | wonder if | used 
to enjoy things like this. 


Feh, not likely. From what I can 
tell, this would probably be something 
I would try to shut down. 


> _ Sil naven't worked up the nerve 


to read the rest of my old journal 


they should have Come on, they 
a festival for me. finally got the water 


These Keidran don't warmed up. 


deserve anything. Hey, what are you 
doing out here? 


Oh, nothing... ust 
thinking, you know. 


Don't be so 
moody, Trace 





my master, Eric. 


RS i 
SS) a Why, hello Mr. Trace. 
SN lam a servant of 
> 
g 


Ihave finished 
preparing your bath. 


Shall | stay and help 
you with your bath? 


You'll find that | can provide 
you with a variety of... services. 


Back off, he’s mine! 
Right, Trace? 





Oh, quit gawking 


You don't know 
where she's been 


Hey! Youdon'thave 
to be rude 








Come on, Trace, 
get in here! 


Y" Take that off, I've 
already seen it all 








7 | Alright, alright... 
x Il I 
= —= y 
This is the first time we've 
A bathed together, isn't it? 
3 Unless you cou \ 
that night in the lal 
<7 


Gans 








[A 
Just rela 
fash your 


y) 
2 Taco II Ng 
we back for you. F 
= 


‘Ah, now this 
is the life... 


) q 
‘Ah, hello again 
Mr. Trace! J 
If she’s got your back, 
Flash your front for you! 














You! 
How did you 
get in here?! 


I thought | told you 
we don't need you! 





—— 


¢ Well we don't need 
( you here to help us! 
f But I've been ordered 

1 Ay Who told you, that to help, it's my job. 
pervert? Figures! 

na Hey, Master Eric is not 
Al} He is too! Why else a pervert, he- 
would he send you in her® 

to interrupt us...? 


don't know, | just 
i do as I'm told 
x Well trust me, we're fine> 

\ we don't need your “services” 


Hey, Master says | 
do well with my serv- 


I don't want to kno 
about that stu- 


Enough 





BATHS 











No, you said “back 
off, he’s mine.” 


















































Meanwhile, in the second bath... 





I can hear yelling in 
Trace and Flora's bath. 
What's going on? 


Feh, well, i's not 
my problem. 












| Trace and the others 
Finally, a chance "Yj are in the first bath. 
to really relax. ~ 
= P 







I think this 
1 think I'll just ine. 
soak for a while. 















Its really 
steamy in here... 


I can hardly 
see anything. 

Ah, but it’s nice to finally 
get these heavy robes off. 





























| can't believe Trace 
kicked me out of his bath. 


He seems really 
stressed out lately. 


I guess | should talk 
to him tonight about it. 


<And you're not going 
to tell anyone otherwise!> 


Hey Keith, are 
you in he- 


Ah, there's the second bath. 
| wonder if Keith is still in there? 


Heh, maybe | can 
bust in on him. 


_ <Hey, it's not my fault 

= you barged in on me!> 
<I'm the one who 
should be angry!> 


<...this isn't what 
it looks like?> 





( <Do you mind, Flora?> 


<We're just two normal 
guys... uh... doing what guys 
do in a bath, you know.> 


if she see's my 
chest, she's going to 
think I'm a girl too! 


<Good, she’s gone.> 


<I don't think she 
suspects anything.> 


<Of course she does! 


<Well, | gotta go... do the She thinks I'm gay now!> 


thing... so, see ya later...> 


<What's important is that 


she doesn't think I'm a girl.> <Please tell me that's your 


tail between my legs!> 


<But you are— 
oh, forget it.> 


<W-would you get off me 
now? Your rubbing is.. uh..> 























<If you want...> <Well... sure, why not?> 

<I can, you know.. ub. 

help wash your back or. 
well, whatever...> 


<I mean, | wouldn't 
mind it, really..> 


<Might be nice...> 





<I mean, just as 
a friendly gesture... 
if you want....> 




















Oh, Flora 
I wanted to say, I'm 
sorry about kicking you 
out of the bath 


uh, Flora...? Is 
everything alright? 

















Uh... | think we should 
just let Keith alone. 




















‘Good, it feels like this day 
has lasted for months. 


Come on, Flora, 

Let's figure out from Eric 
where we're going, then find 
out where we're sleeping 





:? Miss Flora? 
Where did you go? 








Jam here to assist you 
in anything you need! 


W-what are you 
guys doing?! 
































I think | heard 
someone knocking, 


Can you get that? 


Tet that girl get 
away with too much. 


I miss when she was 
a kitten. She's become 
a real handful now. 


I've grown so 
used to her, though. 
Too attached. 


Hey, now! What 
kind of servant says 
“no thanks”? 


Alright, alright! 
Coming! Who could 
it be this early in the 

morning? 


Oh, hey, 
Roderick! 


What are 
you doing here 
at night? 


Another Templar 
night mission? 


Hey, lil’ bro. 


Yeah, they're 
killing me! 


We spent all night looking 
for four people supposedly in 
this city, but no luck. 





Eric, who was at— 


O-oh, it's you. 


Alright, now go that way 
and fetch me a drink. 


Okay, okay, 
Twill 


Eh, Spots 
is better. 


Relax. You're 
too uptight 


Hey, ifit isn't my 
favorite slave, Spots! 


Come down here. 


I told you not to boss her 
around anymore. | bought her 
from you fair and square. 


And don't call her “Spots”. 
Her name is Kathrin. 


Anyways, let's 
sit down. 


Here, see if you 
recognize anyone. 





We don't have a lot of 
info on the second pair. 


But it turns out the blue-haired 
guy is Trace Legacy, the former 
Grand Templar himself 


Here's your 
drink, sir. 


Ican't 
believe this. 


Those four are all 
wanted by the Templar. 


But... how 
could Flora commit 
these crimes. 


She didn't seem capable 
of it. Were they tricking me? 
Should | tell Rod? 


It’s strange, 
I never knew what he 
looked like before now. 


For the last four years 
he's generally been working 
in the shadows. 


We suspect he’s been 
EQ captured and brainwashed 
S by the striped Keidran, 


Neno problem 


What the heck is this? 
It's piss warm! 


L'm sorry. 
We have no ice or 
magic to cool it 





‘Aw, dang. Well, 
thanks anyway. 


I didn't see any of 
these guys at the festival 
yesterday or last night. 


Just means they'll 
probably send me out 
some more today. 


Sorry Rod, | can't— 
hey, what are you doing? 


Well, they'll expect me 
to report back. It's good 
to see you again, bro. 


Stop by at Dad's 
house tonight, we're 
having a party. 


Heh, gotta give Kat 
something to do around 
here. You're too soft. 


Right, Furball? 
Hey, I'm ono a 
to you. Get over here. 





You know that it's 
against the law for traders 
to have slaves not bound 

by control spells. 


She shouldn't be 
able to say “no,” 


'm aware of the 

laws, Roderick. | also 

know what they do to 
Keidran! 


Since you were a 
kid. Sigh... 'm not going 
to argue with you. 


Run your business 
how you want. I've got 
to get going. 


Just be careful Eric, 
other Templar might not 
PY \, let you off if they notice. 


Oh, and Kat 


Eric, you're aware 
of the Templar laws. 


‘So what is this? 


It kills them inside! | do 
use it for my slaves, but 


| couldn't do it to Kat. 
She's been in our family 
since we were kids, 


I've known you for 9 years, 
and that's the first time I've heard 
you speak up for yourself 


Thate to admit it, but 
I'm honestly impressed. 





What's licking 
my hair...? 





Flora, | told 

you! You don't have to 

suppress your instincts 
around me 


Trust me, Flora, 
it's fine! | realize you're a 
Keidran, and it doesn't 


But... | don’t bother me. 


want you to think 
that I'm weird. 





Hey Keith, Natani. 
| know it's early, but we 
need to get going. 


We want to get on 
the boat before ten. 


j <Natani, Trace is just 
saying to wake up. Don't worry, 
we're not in a hurry.> 


<Hey... guy 4 <Neh, | hate 
mornings...» 


Huh? Hey! 


! 
Get off me! ee 


This is going to 
end up being my 
fault somehow. 





Hm, what 
should | do? 


It would be crazy to 
get on a boat with four 
wanted people. 


There's an 
awful lot of gold on 
Trace’s head. 


Well, why not? 
I'm a businessman, 
you know that. 


No one in their 


right mind disregards 
that kind of money. 


But... you're 
already rich 


You aren't 
going to turn them 
in, are you? 


Erm, well... I've 
seen how they act 
with one another. 


I could be 
set for life... 


That's beside 
the point. 


Why do you want 
to help them, anyway? 
\ You don't know them. 


| don't think any 
of them are capable of 
being criminals. 


And, um... I've seen 
how Flora looks at Trace. 
It kinda reminds me of... 
of myself, sorta, 





You've never been 
this outspoken before. 


‘Why are you so 
adamant about me 
taking them? 


Why should | go 
‘out of my way to help 
wanted people? 


So, let me get 
this straight... 


Oh... sorry, 
Eric. You're right, 
that is stupid, 


II shouldn't 
have said anything. 


Well, you wouldn't really 
be going out of your way. 


After all, you were 
planning on travelling after 
the festival anyway. 


You're always going 
to other towns, visiting... 
your other servants. 
| was thinking maybe 
| could go with you this time, 
and help you out. 


You want me to travel 
out to sea on a boat for a month 
with a couple of criminals. 


All because my slave 
wants to come along? 


‘Oh... fine, Go check 
if they're awake yet. 





a > — = 
L— Flora, are you- 
Huh... where'd 
> you go? 
() 


Afourth floor? 


| don't think you should 
be wandering around 
Eric might not like it. 
What are you looking at? 


Hey, I'm up here Trace. 


Look at the view he 
has from up here! 
You think we'll be on one 
of those monsters, Trace? 


I've never been 
on a boat, 


Well i's a long journey. 


Judging by the size of 
this house, I'd suspect itll 
be quite a large ship 








You two 
enjoying the 
sunrise? 


Oh, yeah. It's 
amazing up here. 


Hm, these robes will be 
good so we're not detected... 


But why do they want us 
to wear them on the way? 


Do... they know we're 
wanted? Is this a trap? 


<Can | talk with you for 
a second... uh... Keith 


<...You honestly 
believe you're a guy, 
don't you?> 


«Can we just... forget about 
yesterday and start over? 


Forget about me trying 
to kill you, and you trying to 
kill my brother, and...» 


<lama guy! 
Truly! 2 the difference.» 


Eric wanted me 
to give you these. 


You'll want to wear 
these robes on the way. 


It's going to be.. 
uh... cold once we get 
‘out on the ocean. 


Wewhy are you 
staring at me? 


You... want those 
services now? 


<That whole...ugh, 
bath incident?> 


more people thinking that 
Tam... you know...* 


<...Please don't 
make me show you 





<1 realize what my 
body looks like... 


| don't want 
to talk about it.> 


No one’s ever called 
me that before...» 


Aw, cute. You 
got a boyfriend. 


Oh, shut up, Zen, 
I've managed so far. 


I'm not going to give in 
to this female body now. 


Is that so? Your tail’s 
been wagging ever since he 
called you “attractive.” 


«Just don't 
tell anyone what 
you saw!> 


<Alright, alright 


I just wish | knew 
why you hide it. 


You're a lot more 
attractive without all 
the black robes.> 


<Er, | mean, 
not that | care. 
I'ma guy.» 


<l'm not 
supposed to look 
attractive, duh. > 


<1 see... well, I'm 
going to get ready. 


Don't worry, ! wont 
tell your secret.» 


Gah! Traitorous taill> 












FF oe ad ) y 


where did they go? 
Mommy, come back...» 









are they? 






Mommy, Daddy, 
where are you? 












<Would you just 
shut up, Natanil> 









<Don't you 
get it?! 


Mom and Dad 
are dead!> 






<And they're never 
coming back! 











Stop being such a 
girl about everything! 












C-crying about it isn't 
going to get us anywhere! 






‘We've only got each other now, 
and we have to keep moving.» 









Shift. 
I don’t want to cry. 


Don't worry Zen. | wont 
let my emotions contro! me. 






| just want the 
pain to go away. 















I wish I was like 
you, Big Brother. 





<<) a 
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ready 4A | 
Just give me a 


minute to put a seal 
on the house. 


hate robes! 
They really 


mess up my fur. 


«Excuse me? 


How much are your 
crystals? Do they contain 
pure mana? 


|... have a few 
pieces of silver here.» 


<Hm 
crystals? 


Ah, finally! I've 
been feeling naked 
without my magic.» 


<You have no idea 
what I'm saying, do you?> No Keidran 


ul 


\ 
[) 
<I understood 


4 


«Come on Natani, 
we don’t want to attract 
any attention.» 





Well, we've There she is, 
made it. the Na’Rella. 


Tf SJ DV. 
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She's not huge, 
but there should be 
plenty of room. 


<Hey Natani, «it's the mana 
wait.» stones you wanted.> 


<Huh? Where 
did you go?> 


<Here, just 
take this. > 


«Don't get 
me wrong, 
1. just got 
them so you wouldn't be <Oh, uh... 
complaining about them thank you.> 
the whole time.» 


Ah... | feel strange. 
Why am | getting out of breath 
all of the sudden... 








What are 
they doing now? 


They've 
just boarded the 
ship, Father. 


Good, good, keep a 
watch on them. Be sure 
to get aboard as well 


F-father! | 
Hey there, Templar I.can no longer 
Kitty. Why don’t you take control him. 
a break for a while? 


Follow 
Lady Nora... 


He was ambushed 
by a... talking cat... 


They're doing... 
bad things now. 





{tl be another 
hour or so until my 
crew is ready. 


Feel free to 
have a look around 
meanwhile, 


Speaking of Flora. 
Ihave to ask, 


This trip is going to 


take nearly a month. 


Flora’s not in 
any danger of... you 
know, going into heat 
during the tri 


Ah, good. Kathrin’s 
safe too. That rules out 
all female Keidran. 


Yup, all 
females here. 


Indeed. Just 
the two. 


Eh, no problem. 
| was planning on 
sailing anyway. 


The Basitin 
Islands are as good 
a place as any. 


We really 
appreciate you taking 
us along. 


Just don't forget that 
deal we had. | get Flora 
to pose for my artwork 
on the way there. 


What?! Eh 
no, she’s not 


She went through 
that a while ago. 


But why does 
it matter? 


Trust me, it's just 
not a good idea. 


Inasmall area 
like this ship, it effects 
everyone. 





Let's go check Flora...? Are 


out our cabin. N you alright? 





I'm okay... | just 
suddenly felt nauseous 
for some reason. 


Oh no, you're lth 

Ip, \ think | 

Ps ee spoke too soon. 
We haven't even Ugh, | wish 

left port yet the boat would 
stop swaying. 


| know... but, | think 
I'm alright now... 


Just.. uh... let 
it all out, Flora. 


| suppose this is 
the unglamorous side 
toa relationship. 





The harbor's given us 
permission to shove off 


boys, let's get 
some wind under our sails 
and get out of here. 


| \ | 
\ | 
] | | 
L ) | 


‘And so we were off once again, for 
four weeks of peaceful sailing. What |) 
could go wrong in a month at sea? 


Meow...! 
Meow. 





a 


SATLENG... 


It's been smooth sailing 
so far. If we keep this up. 


| think this will be a 
very uneventful trip. 


Everything seems 
to be going well 


Oh, she's alright. 


The first few days were 
alittle rough on her. 


But she hasn't 
gotten sick lately. 


Oh, right, the paintings 


I'd almost forgotten 
about that deal. 


| suppose... 
um, tell me... 


You're not going 
to have her pose. 
lewdly, are you? 


So tell me, Trace, 
how is Flora doing? 


I'm glad. I've been waiting 
for a chance to paint her. 


Do you think, perhaps, she 
could be available this evening? 


‘Aw come on... 


Do | seem like a 
pervert to you? 


Just have her stop by 
my cabin in an hour, and I'l 
have everything set up. 





Ah, Floral 


Erm, Eric? 
hi Good to see you! 


Come in, come in. Close 


I'm here for the, the door behind you. 


uh, paintings. 


How are you feeling? 


Now here, put this on. 


You... want me to. 
change.. right here? 


There's no reason 
to be nervous, Flora 
| know we haven't talked much 
in the last week, but we're all friends 
here, right? You can trust me. 


Embarrassing? Aw, 
don't be ridiculous! 


I've never heard of 
a modest Keidran. 


Come on, 
just take it off. 

Well, ah... don’t know. Vil turn around if it 
it's just embarrassing! makes you feel better. 





You're turned 
around, right? 


Yeah, yeah, 
I'm not loki 


Already, let's get 
this over with 


Flora, what's the big deal, 
anyways? I've seen you naked 
many times in the last week. 


Sigh... It's not the 
nude thing, | don’t care. 


It's just... it makes me nervous 
when you're watching me undress. 


Especially with that 
sex slave of yours. 


Directly, anyways. 


Kidding, kidding! 
‘Ow, ow, hey! 


What are you talking about? 
Kathrin? She's not like that. 


I've never taken 
advantage of her. 


Wait, you've... never, 


But... you sleep in 
the same cabin! 





Now, don't get me wrong, 
Flora. | have spent. 


“quality time” with several 
of the servants | own. 


At first she was 
almost like a pet, But 
we got older. | wont deny that we 
fooled around occasionally, 
we were kids after all. We 
were curious. 


Huh... maybe | had 
this guy all wrong, 


Maybe he isn't such 
a pervert after all 


Well, enough 
about my past. 

Hm... | think this is a 
good enough warm up. 


But... when our 
family acquired Kathrin, she 
was just a kitten. 


Iwas 
only ten at 
the time. 


| guess | just respect her 
too much to do that. 


She really means 
a lot to me. 


.. usually spend our nights 
teaching her how to read. 


Now please 
take off your robes and 
bend over against that 
pole over there. 





I don't know | knew this was bound to 


about this. happen when | agreed. TT horale WO fadsoh 


to be nervous. 


( 


‘Aw, come on, there’ 


nothing perverted about \\ 


you... Your tail is 
posing nude. plastered between 


a 
Nf 
This is purely for Ca, yourlegs. — Come on, 
artistic purposes. you promisé loosen up. 


Well... you could 
lift it a bit more. 


Hl 
What kind eon 


of painting are 
you planning on 
making?! 


Tail down is 
fine too. 





7 Hm...so 
tell me, Flora. 


How did a Keidran like 
yourself end up traveling 
with Trace, a Human? 


Well, i's highly unusual 
for a Human and Keidran to 
be traveling together. 
Especially now 
that... well.. war 
is so close. 


It's pretty obvious 
\ you two are a couple. 
How did that 
happen? 


And... | guess | 
loved him for that. 


What do you 
mean...? 


Huh... i's been 
so long. 


Trace... he saved my 
life, when we first met. 


| was a runaway. 
| was scared of him at 

first, too. | feared he would turn 
me in, But he never did. 


‘We've been traveling 
together ever since. 


Eventually one thing led 
to another and we... uh... did 
as all animals do... ahem. 


Hm, Flora’s more 

attached to Trace than | first 

thought. | wonder if Trace 
feels the same way? 


well, at least 

| got her tail up again. 

This is going to be a 
good painting 





“Alright, no magic 
or weapons, just hand- 
to-hand combat. 


<> don't even think about 
holding back against me.» 


mf 


<After this is 
over you're going ) 
to wish | did!>_/ 


my next meal says 
the wolf guy wins. > 


Hm? Oh,yeah, 
they've been training 


down here for the last IN| ila 
ae /\ ley 


Never seen ‘em 
> |  s\ 








<What's wrong, 
Keith?> 


<Hey, what kind of 


fair fighting is this?> *As'an assassin, 


I was never trained to 
fight honorably. > 





Mg awAinn 





‘Wewhat just happened? Did 
he... just become a she? 


Did the Basitin 
do it somehow? 


<Yes...! used my 
Dark Basitin Magic to tun 
him into a woman!» 


(Or something. 


«So... go away! Or... Ill 
do the same to you! 


<itmust be) Eh? Uh oh, they saw... 
black magic. black magic...? Hm... 


T( Worth a shot... 


«Please, have mercy! 
We will go! We will go!> 


«You do not know 
what Master Eric would 
do to us if you did!» 





Well... that's something | 
never wanted to think about. 


But it worked better 
then | thought it would, 


<T-thank you, Keith, 


But | thought Basitin 
couldn't use magic?» 


But | figure those slaves 
don't know any better.» 





1 know | shouldn't be I should just throw it out. But I fear 

writing in this journal. Im losing myself. I'm imitated 
more often, and | don’t know why. 
Maybe if | record my thoughts, | 
can better hold onto them. I do not 
want to end up like | once was. 


Flora, of 
course not. 
Oh, am. 
interrupting? 


It. was. 
interesting. 


He acted as | expected. 


But it wasn't that bad. 
He's... a polite pervert. I'm 
just glad to be back, 


‘Cause 
you know... 


So, you don't 
feel sick? 


; You haven't 
Nope! | still been in the mood 
feel fine. all week! 


That's great! 
After all you've been 
through, I'm happy you're 
finally feeling well 





No no no, 
Floral 


I didn't mean 


You only care if I'm it like that! 


feeling well so you can 
get into my pants! 


sur, so to speak. 


| just misspoke. I'm 
happy you're well 


‘Aw, come on, 
don't be that way! 


We can just 
sleep, it's fi- 


Yup, she’s back 
to normal.. 





<I can't stand this... 


<What are you 
doing up here? 


Please tell me you're 


not howling at the moon.» 


<No, I'm 
not howling!» 


<I thought we were 
going to practice tonight. 
Anything wrong?? 


<... er, wait, Sorry. 


| didn’t really mean that. 
I've just been frustrated lately 
and I'm not sure why.> 


<I feel like I've been 
on this wretched boat 
for two eternities. > 


«Wrong? What 
do you think?! 


'm wet, I'm cold, and 
I'm hungry! We're in the middle 
of an endless sea of water! 


Just get away from me 
and leave me alone!> 


<t'm staying up for 
a few more hours. 


If you change your mind, come 
to my cabin and we can go at it.» 





You've also 
been pretty quiet 
Anything wrong? 


Heh, it feels lke it. 
It's only been a few 
months, though. 


Is that your 
third serving? 


hungry recently. I'm not 
really sure why. 


actually, 


I've been thinking. 
We've known each other for 
a long time now, right? 


Well, that's a long 
{ time for us Keidran, and well, 
I've been wondering 


I mean, even though 

it would be impossible to 

do... have you ever thought 
about... well... um.. 





Trace, relax! 
I didn't mean it 
seriously! / hadn't really 
| was just speaking considered... 
hypothetically. Ya know, 
if you'd thought of it 


Oh, well, no. 


V'm full | 

think I'll go get 

some fresh air. 
upstairs. 


Crazy, gender- Oh, finally... someone I need help, 
confused wolf-girl. who's relatively normal. advice, anything! 


Hey Trace, 
what's up— 





Alright, so Flora’s We're not the 

starting to talk about same species! 
marriage, huh? 
It's not 

impossible. 
)y You can hold an 
unofficial ceremony 
if you like. 


Even if it's unofficial, 
marriage is still a serious 
commitment, right? 


And we could 
never have children. 


So what's the | don’t know. 


problem? 


It's just... she’s not 
human, you know? 
She's... well, an 
animal! Would it even 
be right to do? 
How is it going to 
work out with her the 
way she is...? 


/ Hey, what 
are you? 


Ihave no right to tell you what 
Are you listening to do with your relationship. 


2 
to what youl fe-saying? But | hope, for Flora’s sake, that 


you base your decision on who Flora 
is, and not just what she is. 


What makes 
you any less animal 
than us, huh? 
What makes 
you humans so high 
and mighty? 





Get off me! [/ Oh, | think you meant it 


You're overreacting exactly as you said, whether 
| didn’t mean it like that! you realize it or not. 


To be honest, | don't 
trust keidran any more 


than the next guy. 
ut Flora... she’s different 
don't want her hurt, 


Well, like | 
said, | can't tell you 
I guess... you're what to do. 
right. | was wrong to 
‘say such things. But if you want 
my advice, | suggest you 
wait until you figure out 
who you really are. 


1... don’t want 
her hurt either. 


But | don't know 
what to do... 


Hey Flora, = No... I didn't get 
I'm back, what | wanted. 


But... | think | got 
what | needed 


Hey, that 
was quick. 
Did you get 
that fresh air you 
wanted? 





Flora. 


we should discuss what 


you said earlier. 


You... you mean you 
don't remember? 


| thought we were just 
making idle conversation 
before you ran off.. 


Phew! | really didn't 
want to have to get into 
that conversation. 


Is it wrong that I'm 
avoiding the question? 


Sigh... | promise 
you, Flora, I'll give you a 
proper answer soon, once 
I sort out myself. 


Er, n-no need! 
It's okay! 


We can talk 
about it later, that might 
be better. 


Oh, okay, 
if you say so, 
Trace. 


Heh, | figured 
he didn’t want to 
talk about it. 


Take your 
time, Trace. 
I can wait 





Flora, maybe you 
should keep resting— 


Oh yeah, | think 
he's sick or something 
He locked himseff in 
his room two days ago. 


He asked me to bring 
down some food for him. 


Hurry up, 
you idiots! 
The storm's upon 
us! Take everything 
down, now! 


Itwas probably 
just all that food— 


rested 
all yesterday. 


My stomach Hey, guys. Have you seen 
stopped hurting Natani around lately? 
hours ago. 


He didn't open 
the door, though. 


Just told me to 
leave it there. 


It's been a while 
since I've gotten him 
any more, though. 


Eh, | guess I'll get 
it for... um... him. 





Feh, what am 
|, a butler? 


<Don't be 
ridiculous. 
We Basitin don't get 
sick, I'm not in danger of 
catching anything. > 


<Hey Natani, 
are you alright? 


brought you 
some dinner...» 


<Keith? Ah. 
don't come in! 


Just... -huff- 
leave it by the door. 
1. mill 


Please, go away. 
It's... contagious!» 


<Ah! My lock spell failed! 
| couldn't concentrate. 


Grah, why do all Eric's doors 
come without manual locks?> 





<Thank goodness, it 
worked. | can mask the 
scent magically. 


But | don’t know how 
tong I can hold it...» 


<Keith, haven't you ever 
heard of “privacy”? 


I told you | don’t want 
anyone in my room!> 


What the—? There's a 
strong scent in here. 


Strange, | can't tell what 
itis, though. | swear | recognize 
it from somewhere. 


sHis scent is... ah, no, 
don't think about it!> 


<You... were 
really concerned 


about me?> <Well yeah, | 


guess. Why not?> 


<Why did you 
barge in here?» 


<1 just wanted 
to make sure you 
were okay! 


Believe it or 
not, | usually enjoy 
talking with you.» 


<But if you don't 


y want my help, then 
fine, I'll leave.> 
= 


<1... don’t know. I'm an 
assassin. Only my brother's 
ever cared about me.» 





Aw, jeez, 
now I'm getting 


emotional 
I despise 


this body. 


<I know you're 
just helping me because 
you know I'm a girl 
You wouldn't be 
80 eager if | was still 
a guy to you.» 


«So, are you sure 
there isn’t anything | can 
do to help you?> 


<Nat, why are you 
0 insistent on dealing with 
this by yourself?> 


<Natani, 
that’s not why I'm 
helping you! 


If Trace was 
bedridden for two days, 
I'd help him too,» 


<Just because you're 
a “guy” doesn’t mean you 
can't accept help. > 


<Urgh, okay 
Keith, if you want 
to help me... 


Get me something 
for my headache. > 


<Yes, Keith, | know 
how you can heal me! 


‘Come over here and 
be a miracle-worker!> 





<But it should 
work quickly. > 


7 <Now, this wor Hurry up and then 


\ taste very good. leave, this is torture! 


some sort of scent, 
but I can't...» 


<...can't figure it 
‘<Are you wearing some out. You, um... 


sort of... perfume?> 


«Keith, why 
are you staring 


at me?> Finot, 


Viljust 
finish making 
this...> 


Jeez, what's wrong 
with me? I've never thought 
of Natani like that. 


Why am | getting excited 
all of the sudden? 





<Here ya go, 
it's ready.> 


<Oh, thanks. 
Um, what does it 
do, again?» 


<Bleh! It tastes 
terrible!> 


4 
\\ AN | 
<Heh, 
us 


told you. 


«Ah, well, I guess | should be 
going now. Take care of yourself, 
Nat. Call for me if you need—> 


<Well, it should 
just help you relax 
Might make you a 

little tired, too.» 


«How do you 
feel? It should work 
quickly.» 


<Eh, feel a 
litle better | guess. 
Not by much...» 


«,..Eh? Natani? 


Hey, you okay?> 





‘Wait... why didn't <1... didn't want 

L you 

= ! recognize it before! to know... I didn't want 
a Netani, you... anyone to know. 


you're—> This problem is... 
a weakness.» 


<t've hardly <Um, well, 
slept at all in the last <I've been so you're welcome. 
two days...> stressed out... | finally 


feel relaxed now. |. uh, I'd better 


leave now, | guess,» 
Thank you, 
Keith.» 


«Keith... please, 
Before | do something can't you... stay with 
Vil regret— ack! me tonight? > 


<Natani...! 1, uh. 
| don't think that would 
be a good idea!» 





I didn't mean <1 just don't like. 
it like that... feeling vulnerable. > 


I don't want you 
to... you know...? 


| just want 
to relax... 


«Well... I don't think 
it would be a good idea for 
me to stay in here. 


But, uh, if you want. 
Ican stand outside your 
door for you, | guess. > 


<That. 
that would be. 
nice...> 


Huh, she's really out 
of it... wonder if she'd be 
mad if| did stay... 


Erg, no, | can't 


think that way! | gotta : 
get out of here. ee «Sleep well, Natani,> 





The storm's 
getting rough. Will it 
slow us down? 


Only a little, 
But we've made 
good time. 


Winds have 
been at our back for 
most of the trip, 


Ah, that’s 


good. Hah, | think 


you're asking the 


Hey, Eric, wrong guy 


Ihave a question 
for you. You know that 
Ihave a certain affinity 
for Keidran. 


But yes, it is rather 
unusual to find someone 
who appreciates Keidran 
in the way | do. 


You know that 
Flora and | are a 
couple, right? 


Is that... 
strange? 


But, | don't! 
It's just Flora | 
care about. 


You mean like, 
a serious relationship? 
I've never heard of such 


a thing working out Well, don't 


you know about 
their life span? 


Keidran only live to 
be about 20 years old. By 
the time you're in late 30's, 
she'll probably be close to 
the ends of her life. 








20 years?! 


Is that all? 
Flora said it was 
short, but... 


20 years is 
hardly anything 
at all! 


But... there 
must be something 
I can do! 


Some kind of spell, 
or potion, or— 


I think you should 
enjoy the time you 
have with Flora 


There's no point in 
worrying about something you 
can't possibly change. 


Well, it 
seems short 
tous. 


Keidran tend to 


think we humans 
unnaturally long | 


Many wizards have 

wasted their entire lives 

trying to find a way to work 
around their mortality 


I'm afraid 
not, Trace. 


Magic can do 
many things, but even 
it has its limits, 


Some Keidran can 
make it to late-20's, if 
they're lucky, but... 


Don't tell me 
what I can and 
can't do. 


Ihave 
the power to do 
what | want, 


Flora won't die 
if | have anything 
to say about it. 





| hope this 
storm doesn't slow 


us down. 
=. 


Oh! Hi, Floral 


What's up? 


‘What are you 
up to? Is that a 
human book? 


Oh, yeah, 
| was just practicing 
my reading, 


If you want to read, feel 
free to take any book you like 
off the shelf, Eric won't mind. 


Hm, I've never been 
down here... oh, no, it's 
the hussy again. 


Look at her, acting 
all innocent. 


| wonder what she's 
really thinking, 


Oh, hey, 
it's Floral 


Hi, Flora! 


| wonder what's 
up with her? 


Well, um, 
actually.. 


|... can't read 

Itwas illegal when 

Iwas a slave to 
learn how. 





You can't read? 
That's not good! 


| thought Mr. Trace 
seemed nice... 


Ah, I know 
what you mean! 


lused to be 
‘owned by Master 
Eric's brother. 


He never let me learn 
anything, but Eric saved 
me from that place! 


It was my... former owners 
who didn't teach me, 


Huh, that must be why 
she likes Eric so much, 


yesh... | wonder if 
Kat has back problems... 


Anyway, | can't read 
well, but I can show you 


what | know. lusually read 


the ones with pictures, 
they're easier. 


What the-? This book 
is just filled with perverted 
Keidran artwork! 


Wait, pictures? 


Let me see this... 





I'm going to give Eric 
a piece of my mi— 


that's strange. 


Ugh, this storm 
isn't letting up. 


Ye gods! 
It's that Basitin 
again! 


Wait. that 
scent on you. 
awolf in... 


Hi, Keith 
How's Natani? 


Oh, hi, Flora. He's 
fine, just resting. 


That's good 


S-something 
wrong, Flora? 


no... nothing 
wrong, 


| thought I smelled... no, | 
must be imagining things. 


Thank the 
gods for breaks, 
W-what have 
you done to that 
poor guy now?! 


Wait, stop, | 
didn't... oh, great. 





Kat, bring 
the iodine— 


It's alright, 
Iwas leaving... what 
happened to you? 


I've heard word 
that you know some. 
Basitin magic...? 


Jeez that 
water's cold. 


At least I've 
finally gotten Natani's 
scent out of my fur. 


and stopped being 
perpetually excited 


Honestly I'm One minute I'm 
not'sure, drinking tea, the next 
Flora's telling me not 
to corrupt Kathrin, 
Then | reassure 
her with a harmless 
pat on the rear, and. 
this happened. 


Hey, wait. 


Where are ya going? 


Change Mike! | need 
a new fox girl! 





Trace, check out Oh, yeah, 
mynew pj's! they're nice... 


Trace, you didn't 
look! ...Aren't you 
coming to bed? 


No, | need to finish 
his first. You go ahead 


Heh, funny. Well as 
‘Aw, come on, Trace, tempting as that offer is... 


come to bed. Seriously, I've got a 


: lot more work to do. 
Hil even give you 


the honor of giving me 
a foot massage! 


I'm gunna be at 
least another hour. 


Welt... | guess I'l 
goto sleep, the 





Bah, | just don't . 
understand enough Why? Because if 

of this magic... I don't, Flora will die in 
only a few years... 


7 Well... part of me 
really wants to know more 
about my past, too. 


Hm? Oh, change 
your mind, Trace? Mr, that was easy. 


Now the entertainment 
begins... ah, to be young 
and full of energy... 


Yeah, | guess |... talked 
myself out of the work, 












<No, I'm not your brother. 
1am speaking through him 
‘on behalf of your king. » 






in your failures. You have yet 
to kill your targets. > 















<Don't let him get into 
human hands, but only 
kill him if you must. 


He may be 
useful now that 
we are at war.> 








<What, war? When 
did that happen?> 










«We know. Your 
objective has changed. 
We want you to continue 

following Trace. 









We believe he 
is still important to 
the humans.» 













«That's not important 
We will inform you further 
if itis necessary,» 












<Until then, do not 
forget where your t 
loyalties lie, > 








<You... youre 
not Zen.> 








<Zen should have told 
you weeks ago | can't 









Land on the horizon! 


Mike, let the 
others know we've 
spotted thi 

Well likely 
locate the harbor 
by evening. 


«Zen, I'm fine. 
I'm almost over with 
this... problem. 
Quit changing the 
subject on me. What 
is this war...?> 


«Assassinated 
by our tribe? Is 


by ourselves!» 


SN 


‘And by ‘others’ 
I mean all of them, the 
Basitin included. 
He's been 
‘complaining that you're 
all avoiding him, 


The king knows what he's 
doing. The humans are not as 
strong as we believed. > 


<Five days ago, their 
king was assassinated.» 


<Natani, Natani, 
you overestimate the 
he crazy?! E humans’ power. 
We can't hope A 
to fight the humans Assassinating their king 
‘ was apparently easy.> 


<And without a king to 
control them, the Templar 
‘cannot hope to function.» 























<Oh, Keith, | wanted 
to thank you for... ya know, 
helping me out.> 


<Look... 
uh, | know | may have 
said some things these 
last few days that...> 










<..that I really 
didn't mean...» 





<Eh, no problem.» 










<I can't take it anymore, 
Vl do anything you want!> 







<Don'tworry, <Um, actually. 

I know you weren't | really need a bath, 
yourself and | was hoping... 

Instincts get the 

best of us all.> 











“You're just lucky 
no one heard you. 









«Alright, alright. 







One last time, but 
that's it! I'm not your 
personal bodyguard.» 


And I'm just glad | never 
have to do guard duty again.> 





Updated News Below 
v 


Alright, make sure 
No one comes in here. 


And that means 
you, too! 


Yeah, yeah, 
I get it 
Relax, no one's 
going to get by me. Just 
don't take too long 


{A human ship is 
approaching... a rare 
sight these days. 
Him, and yet | sense 
a familiar presence. } 


{ Hah! What's this? . Hohm. 
It couldn't be... } 


{Welcome home, 
my friend. } 


{Forget it. Inform the king 
that we have guests. 


And allow the ship to 


dock at the harbor. } {Right aw 
ight away, 


! 
general! } 





Ghapter Ten, 


— al - 
~~ | “ 





<Keith, could 
you get me some 
olothes?> 


<What happened 
to the clothes you 
were wearing?» 


<Alright, 
alright, jeez. 


Hey, Keith. 
What's up? 


Oh, yeah. 
That reminds me. 


Trace, I've kinda 
avoided bringing this 
up for a while, 


You know I consider you 
my friend, right? I would never 
willingly go against you. 


But... if 'm ordered 
and it's between you and my 
people, | might have to... 


<I couldn't 
get my scent 
out of them! 


Look, just get 
me something, 
quick!> 


Um, the washroom 
is... uh... occupied. 


That's okay. 
Iwas headed 
upstairs. 
I wanted to 
have a look at 
your island, 


| understand, 
Keith, 
Let's just 
hope it doesn't 
come to that. 





The air is 
cool today. 


The cold season Thate 
is coming soon. being naked... 


Fah! | hope I'm out 
of here before my winter 
coat comes in. 
Itll be even harder to 
conceal these stupid things 
when I get pooty. 


Wait... isn't 
that the wolf guy's 
cabin? 


Hey, I'm over here. 
What do you want? 


What's Keith 
doing with his 
clothes... 
O-oh! Uh... Master 
wants me to tell you 
we're at the island. 


He wants your 
help on deck. 


Alright, tell 
him I'l be there 
ina minute. And... strips 
of cloth? ...For tying 
him up?! Oh gods! 





It's light out already! 


Trace must have let 
me sleep in again 


Maybe | Which is why 

have been eating those who are well fed 

alot lately. are considered more 
attractive... 


But for some 
reason humans are 


Strange, usually backwards. 


it’s really hard for I guess | should be 


people of my tribe more careful with what 
to gain weight. S leat, for Trace. 





| hope someone left 
out some hot water. 


Anice soak would 
really hit the spot 


Sorry, Flora. 


Listen, you can't 
go in there. 


uh... have to 
wash these clothes. 


Oh, well, why can't An... Well, L... 
we go in together? 


|... don't think that 


I don't mind if you would be a good idea, 
watch me bathe. 


Just... come back in 
a few minutes, please. 


Darn Keidran... 


Why am | always 
being tempted by that 


Maybe you which | cannot have? 


could even give 
me a hand... 





I don't know why 
| don't just cut my hair 
off completely. 


Just adds 
to the trouble of 
getting dry. 


«Sorry, Natanil | 
had to come in,> 


<Flora thinks— 
ah... Ie | 


‘What are 
you doing in 
here?!> 


This is the last 
time I'm anyone's 
personal servant. 





<Why did you 
come in here?! 


I told you to wait 
outside! And... stop 
looking at me!> 


<I'lljust set your 
clothes down here 
and look away.» 


<I don't see why 
you're making such 
a big deal 


| saw you naked 
last time.» 


<It's your own fault! 
You shouldn't 
have been bent over 
like that, 


<With... with your 
tail up... as if you were. 
offering yourself— 


<Look, it wasn't my 
fault. | told Flora | was 
washing clothes 


So she wouldn't 


come in here.» 


«Yeah, well, 
I'd rather not make 
a habit of it! 
I don't want 
people to see me 
Like this—> 


“Especially you!» 


<Stop fantasizing 
about my body!> 





<What do 
you think? 


Pretty 
good, hm?> 


<Uh... sure, 
you look quite 
manly... 


Your scent 
still gives it away, 
though.> 


That's why 
no one's noticed 
before.» 


<...You've been an 


assassin a long time, 


haven't you?> 


<Alright, 
I'm covered.» 


look now. 


re want to. 


ae 


<Oh, yeah, 
Iknow. | just need 
to use my spells 
again.» 


<As an assassin, 
Ihave many spells to 
disguise my scent.> 


<Oh.... yeah. 
| joined the Brotherhood 
after Zen did, 


But I'd rather not 
talk about it.,.> 












<I'm tired of having 
to live out here in the 
forest outside town. 








I'm tired of having 
to steal and beg for 
food every day.> 







<Brother, wait! 





Please, take 
‘me with you!> 















<Once | get into the 
Brotherhood we'll finally be 
able to get a good meal.> 













<I told you before, 
Natani, you can't.» 


“You're my 
only sister, 


Natani.> as 







<Even if | was 
willing to let you, they 
don't allow girls. 






<You're all I've 


Now get up.> got left, now.> 


<Natani, you don't kno\ 


what they'll do to you We've 


reached land! _ Everyone get 


ready! Please meet 
above deck 









Natanil 





<What have you 
done to your hair?> 


<Natani, he 
said we need to 
get on deck, 


You ready?» 









<fll grow it back 
once I'm i 
I'm not your little 
sister anymore.> 





<Huh? Oh, 
right. Yes.> 






It's so nice to finally 
get off that ship! 


heads up. 


This doesn’t 
look good... 


Hey, watch 
your step, now. 


Here, let me help 
you, my dear.. 


supposed to mean? 


You all do kinda 
look alik 


not true! 


I don't look like 
any of them! 


‘What have we done to 
warrant the attention of all 
three Basitin generals? 





The one on the 
left is the intelligence 
general, | believe. A 
He's a veteran 
of the military. 


The big guy on the right \ =f 
is the arms general. 
In brute strength, 
he's the strongest of 
all the Basitin. 


As for the third 


| don't recognize him. 


But he must be the current 
standing master general. 
He's supposed to be 
a lethal combination of both 
intelligence and strength. 


Let me 
see if | can 
recall 


Not really, 
but I've heard 


about them. jl 


| remember. 


iff, right. 
I've been fying since 


before his ancient ancestors 
were even born. 


He's been around since 
the Keidran-Human wars. 
They say his knowledge 
rivals that of dragons. 


bet | could bite 
his head off faster than 
he could blink. 


He's a match for even 
the mightiest of beasts... 
such as a dragon. 


Perhaps this is why my 
brothers and sisters do not 
care for lesser beings. 


The most powerful 
basitin. Able to take down 
even... a dragon. 





Iwas sure 
you'd be gone 
for good. 


oy 


I never thought I'd 
see your face back here 
after all these years. 


Alaric... | 
can't breathe! 





Such gross displays 
of public affection are 
not at all decent. 


‘Hmph! You come 
to us with your feet 
uncovered. 


How indecent. 
Have you gone so native 
as to walk around in the dirt 
like a common dog? 


Have you no shame? 
Or have you grown used to. 
living like a Keidran? 


Look at me when | 
speak to you, boy! 


Besides, this one 
is no brother of ours. 


He is an outcast, as 
you're well aware. 


I'm sorry, General. 
I didn't remember— 


Don't you speak out 
of turn, Former Keiser! 
You may have left as a 
child but you're an adult now. 
you follow adult laws. 


You always were 
the runt of the litter. 


You have brought disgrace 


to your people and your nation. 
Why have you returned? 





That's enough, 
Alabaster. 


Let the boy 
explain himself. 


I have done so. You 
should recognize him, 


(AU. 
es 


I was banished on the 
condition that | could return 
if | brought back Trace. 


That is him...! 


But... no, it 
can't be! 


Never in my years 
has anyone returned 
from banishment! 


The conditions were 
supposed to be impossible 
to accomplish! 
You were meant to 
accept your punishment 
with dignity and die! 


And yet he has 


It's out of our hands 
now, General. 


We have no choice but to 
grant little Keith access back 
into our glorious society. 





Hey, looks like 
they're letting them 
into the city. 


No more Basitin 
on the ship! 


I'd hate 
(0 end up like 
that wolt— 


‘Wewhat'’s happening 
to my body?! 


That dark Basitin 
magic is scary. 


Look at 
yourself! 


T-that Basitin! 
He cursed me! 


Woah... Mike, 
you look... hot... 


Well, I'm starving. | 
haven't eaten in weeks. 


I'lundo the 
illusion later, if 
they can't 





Everyone's 
looking at us. 
You guys do 
kinda stick out 


Seems like every 
other woman we pass by 
is... well, pregnant. 


You're right, Flora. that's 
why | don’t tend to visit the 
islands this time of year. 


Well, all females live together 
on the inside of our city. While all 
the males live outside the city. 


Living together, all our 
females have their cycles at the 
same time once per year. 


Have you noticed 
anything... strange about 
the women here? 


Flora, Basitins... um, 
we.. only mate once per 
year. At the same time. 


So we have one week set 
aside for... reproduction. 


Outside that, it is 
not permitted. 


It's not! It's efficient 
and organized 





You will stay here 
in this tavern 


You and your friends 
may feel free to look around 
and buy supplies, 
But do not leave 
this district, and respect 
the curfew. 


You, human. Are you not 
Eric, the slave trader? 


Why, yes, | am. 


‘Are those keidran 
your slaves? 
Well... the spotted one 
is mine. The tiger is Trace's, 
and the wolf is his own. 


Yes, most 
certainly. 


Ah, customers! 


We may tolerate their 
kind, but we do not tolerate 
their promiscuous ways. 


And make sure their feet 
are covered next time they're out. 
Public nudity is unlawful. 


Keith, you may be 
one of us again, but you 
are not yet free. 


You will be summoned 
soon to stand trial, Prepare 
yourself, my friend. 


Very well. We tolerate 
keidran, but we ask you keep 
them under control 


We leave you now, 
Keith. Good luck, 


Welcome, welcome. 
I've been expecting you 





Keith, why do | 
have to wear these 
silly things? 


The feet, ankles, the base of 
the tail and between the legs are 
what we consider nudity here. 


Three rooms! 
But... we need 
at least four! 


Everyone's signed in 
now. Go ahead and stretch 
yourlegs orrelax. 4 


We've got three rooms 


7 
to ourselves upstairs. 


Here are 


the keys. Looks like you'll 


be sharing a room with 
Natani again. 


(tore 
\ ©. What's wrong? 


can't understand a 
word anyone is saying! > 





Alright, I'm going Okay, let's look 
back to the ship to get around, Trace! 
some supplies. FI 


What do 
you want to 
look for? 


‘We'll all meet back 
here at dusk, alright? 


I'm going to 
walk around too. 


I'm sick and tired 
of the ship's meals! 


| want fresh meat! 
Still bleeding! Mmm, 


<H-hey, wait! Where 
Heh, well that's. is everyone going? 
disturbing, But if its what 
you want, okay. 


<Oh, forget 
you guys. 
Viljust stay here. 
Til be fine on my own.» 


<Here, in this... 
strange town... surrounded 
by strange people. 


Everyone speaking 
ina language I can't 


understand... 7 ea 
No forests Don't leave me 
here alone!> 


in sight...» 





Look, Trace. | think we 
can get something here! 


Yeah, | guess so. 
Wait up, Flora. 


Hope they can 
understand us. 


Well, ifit ain't 
a little human an’ a 
Keidran missus. 


What can | 
do for ya? 


What's this, more. 
human money? 


Wait, this is a 
real gold piece! 


Not broken up 
or nuthin’, 


Well, uh, how 
much is... um, what 
do you have? 


Well, that depends, 
whacha got, honey? 


{Roran, puta 
cow on the fire! } 


{We got some 
\ hungry customers! } 





Oh, you're 
no fun. If it 


‘Come on, Mike! 
Just let me see! 


Evals, stop! I'm 
still a guy! Get your 
hands off me! 


Already?! 


What am | going 
to do? 


Master Eric 
and Miss Kathrin are 
coming back! 


Oh, | know! 
Quick! 


Pg . 
£m 


I'm fine with 
that, too. 


Let's barricade 
ourselves in my room! 


I'm doomed... 














<Hey, where are 
we headed?» 


I'm well aware of 
that, but there is some- 
thing | must do. 


Ifyou won't let me 
pass, | will challenge you 
to let me through. 


| thought it was 
7 just Keith, but... these 
people are short! And I'm 
only 18 palms 
high 


Keith Keiser! 


| would not recommend 
going any further. 


You are advised not 
to leave the docks. 


eventually.» 


| would not advise you 
to challenge me, Brother. 


heavily outrank you. 
You'd have no chance. 













Why are you concerned? 
Once our king is out of the way, 
the Keidran will have— 







We have more to worry 
about then the Keidran. 




















Euchre! Where 
have you been? 





Lm 
>- - 










The Basitin are who we 
should be concerned about 
They may not be our enemy now, 
but who knows who those beasts will 
side with when war breaks out. 
We cannot afford to fight 
on two fronts. Especially with 
a race like the Basitin 














I had to attend 
to a personal matter. 
Please continue. 














Trace, are you okay? 





| already told you all only 
to worry about the Keidran. 












| have already taken 
care of the Basitin. 








Ihave a man on the island 

True, we couldn't hope to 
defeat them directly. We must first 
rot them from the inside... 





Huh? Oh, yeah 


| just... | feel like I've 
been here before. 





Why are you concemea? 





\ _— 
about’ then ‘the Keidran. X 
5, ra 
— E> 





Thad to attend 
a matter.) 
tinue. 


‘are you okay? 


{already told you all only 
to worry about the Keiaran, 


Huh? Oh, yeah 
Just foal ake ve 
been here before 











/ There's no way 
y for me to win fighting 
as | am now. 
ws 
2g c © 
AN es 
i ry 


My fighting style. 
We're both using the 
Basitin Standard. He knows 
it better than | do. 


But the only other fighting 
slyle | know is... Wolven Style 


It's inferior, but it may 
just throw him off 


PF Brother, you're 


y, becoming. 
( 





You are better than 
had thought. Your rank 
masks your skill. 


concede to 
A\ you, Brother. 


<Oh my. Your 
friend is quite. 


This girl's getting 
alittle too excited from 
watching them fight 


<Oh, you noticed? | learned 
that from you when we practiced 
sword fighting on the ship.» 


<Leamed from me? 
«ol didn't think you would 
care how | fought.» 


<Well of course | would. You have 
a lot of skill. There's always something 
to learn from another good fighter. » 


I will not stop you from 
crossing this bridge. But | still 
would not recommend it. 


<We can go 
now, Natani.> 


«Right behind you!» 





General... 
Sire, we've just recieved 
word — another village has been 
attacked by the Wolves. 


Along with several settle- 
ments near the borders. 


The Keidran are killing 


indiscriminently; men, women 


1 don't understand, 
First our King and now this. 
why would they attack us? 


Does there need to be a 
reason? They're animals, it 
was bound to happen 


Ihave no love for those 
beasts, but | never thought they 
would go as far as this... 


Sire, with all due respect. The Temperate, 


The Templar are loyal 


protectors of our country. Tcea't help but fee 


that somehow they are 
responsible for this. 


They would never dare 
F(_ cause such a coup against 


> their own empire. 


greedy and corrupt. 


and children alike. 


The Templar have offered 
their support in the fight— 


The Templar? Those 
damn magic-users probably 
caused this mess. 


Have the servants 
ready my horse. 


Perhaps... | will try to 
speak some reason before 
this gets out of hand. 





Please, you can't 
let Eric find me! 


You want 
me to lie to our 
master? 


Yes, please.. 
I'll do anything! 


There you are! 


Where's Mike? 
[need you two to carry 
my supplies. 


Oh! Hello, Master! 


Mike? He's... um, sick! 
He caught that bug the wolf 
guy had a few days ago. 


Ah, that's too bad. 


Nonsense! | can't have 
both my best men under 
the weather, can I? 


Now get going! Make sure 
to bring my painting supplies 
as well, I'l need those. 


Anything? 


How about a... 
striptease...? 


Ah, great. 


I guess I'l have 
to wait til later. 


S-s-strip?? 


You want to see me... 


I think | hear 
Eric coming 


I guess 
you'll have to 
do it, then. 


Me? Oh, no... 

Mike's... really sick. 

I think I should stay 
here and help. 


O-okay! fine! 
Just stop him! 


Oh, thank 
goodness! 





“This... this 
is a graveyard, 
isn't it?> 


<We Keidran do not 
have... “graveyards”... 


We burn our dead. 
and scatter the ashes and 


<Keeping your 
dead together in boxes, 
as if... on display. 


You delay their 
return to the earth... 
It's h-horrible!> 


<1ioaie Natant <1... 'm not afraid! 
I didn't ask you to It. it's just rows of dead 
come along bodies... under the ground 
wewhat's to be afraid of?> 


If you're afraid, you 
can stay out here or go back, 
it doesn't matter to me.» 





{ Hey, Roran. } 


7 { Look here, what's 
this coin say? } 


{ Now, don't be gettin’ 
all suspicious again. } 


{I'm sure plenty o! 
humans have these. } 


That guy in the 
forest was right... she 
really is vicious! 


|, Ah can't help it... } 


Eheheh... 
Flora... you've 
gota little. 


How can she act 
Eh, nevermind so innocent while 
covered in blood? 


{It says... "Province of Vigil’ 
"Treasury of the Templar." } 


{ This ain't ta usual coin, an’ Ive 
seen five ah these this season. } 


{ Maybe the Templar took 
over all human coin makin’ 
I wouldn't be surprised. 
They've taken over just 
about everything else. } 





That's your 
father, huh? . 
I can see the family 


resemblance... | think.» 


<But | didn't 
come hereto ~ | only came 

see him. _ to pay respects to 
my mother.» 


<How can 
you say that? 


What did your 
father do to make 
you hate him?> 


<..1 don't Ike to think 
about it. It was what got me 
banished years ago. 
My father... was a 
great general...? 


<Why does he get 
his own statue? 

Was he someone 

of importance?» 


<You could 
say that...» 


<You remember the 
Basitin generals? 
My father was once 
the arms general.» 


<I couldn't care any 
less about him.> 


<But he was a 
terrible person.» 





<Itis the truth... 
Well, at least partly.> 


<You said once that 
you were blamed for your 


“I could never 
have harmed my 
mother.» 


unusual for a 
Basitin. 


7’ She sheltered 


me from fighting 
and battle.» 


<I eventually did go 
off to military training, just 
as every Basitin does. 


I came home 
one day to find that my 
mother was dead.> 


parents’ deaths. 


that wasn't true, was 


<She loved my father greatly, 
though | don't know why. 


He furiously disapproved 
of the way she treated me. 


<My father always seemed 
to hale me... for being weak and 
uninterested in fighting... 
But... |had never 
thought he hated her.» 


<My father had 
killed her, beaten 
her to death. 
If he hadn't been so 
intoxicated, he may of 
Killed me as well... 


As he was, he 
practically fell on 
my spear...» 


<But... that was 
a long time ago. 
| was not allowed to 
pay my respects to my 
mother, back then. » 


<Just give me a 
few moments.» 





T'm all alone 
now. What am | 

gunna do- ants... this 

what I really 

Took like... 


Wow! It's true! 
{really am a girl 


Ah! 'm attracted 
to my own reflection! 


I'mas bad 
as Evals! 


No... | should just 
put my shirt back on and 
find a belt before— 


M-might as well 
have a peek, 


They feel real 
What if 'm 
stuck like this for the 
rest of my life?! 
I'ma sailor, 
I don't know how 
to bea girl! 


And if Eric finds 
out... 'm doomed! 


Oh, I hope that 


Basitin comes back! 


Evals was right, though 


| guess | do look good. 


I guess | can't blame 
him. Ifthe situation were 
reversed, I'd probably... 


..So that’s what 
| look like naked 





<Alright, Natani 
I'm ready to leave.» 


<Are you sure? 
A don't mind waiting.» 


«It's okay, | actually. 
feel better now. I've finally 
gotten it off my chest.> 


{Are you Keith Keiser? 


lam. Lynn, messenger 
for Master General. } 


{ How did you know 
| would be here? } 


{ When. The general {I don't. Know. 


heard you had left the 
docks, this is where he. 
Said you'd be, } 


{ Here is the message: } 


There is a girl who came to 
the islands looking for you some 
time ago. She's stil here. 


{A... a girl? Who? } 


General has also invited 
you to join him in the baths. He 
may. Tell you more. 


Have. Anice day. } 





«Public 
baths, huh? 


I'm surprised. You 


Basitin always seem 
very... prudish.> 


<Oh, good 
hey! 
Why'd you 
close the gate 


<t'm sorry, Natani, | 
can't let you in here. 


<That's 
not fair! 
What am 
I supposed 
todo?> 


«can't go 
into the women’s 
baths!> 


<Hey, don't bare 
your teeth at me! | 
said | was sorry. 


<We are... but, ike all the 
races, not everyone can afford 
to have an in-home bath. 


You can get a private 
bath drawn, however, for a 
couple extra coins.» 


<These are the men’s baths. 
By law, women are not allowed 
to step beyond the gate. 


I know you don't 
consider yourself one, but. 
physically you are.> 


<The law forces me 
to keep you out. I'm really 
sorry, Natani...> 


<Curse that... Basitin... and 
curse this body of mine!» 


Ill be out later, 
just go back to 
the tavern...» 





Ah, there you 
are, Keith! 


Iwas wondering if 
you'd show up! 


Welcome to my 
private bath! 


) 
Well, | didn’t 
have much of 
a choice. 
Its the only way 
I could find out more 
about the “gir 


‘And since you're the 
big general now... 


| have to do what 
you say, right? 


Oh, don't be 
like that! 


| didn't order you G ; 
to join me, | just thought Its been almost six 

we could catch up. y years... no time for your 
old pal anymore? 


Oh, alright. Oh, isn't it great? 


Enough with the But no, you first. Tell 
guilt tip, already. me your story and I'll tell you 
what you want to know. 


And please don't 
call me “General”... 
Some things never 


change... except... that I'm still the same 


Alaric from when we 
were kids. 


Y What happened to 


(waa eye, anyway? 


~ 





1... don't know. 
They are quite big, 


What's that, 
Flora? 


Oh, look, 
there's Natani 


These mountains! 
I've never seen anything 
so huge before! 


How do you think ', 
they were made? <Eh? Oh, 

hey, you two. 

All's well?» 


<Yup! And you...?, 
Where's Keith?> 


Py 
Emm... what was. 


<Feh! Keith... that all about? 


<Why should | care 
where he is?> 


<He wants to 
hang out with his Basitin 
fiends... so, fine! 


I don't care what he Ihave no idea, 
does! | don't need him! 


fin fie bet lonely Italmost sounded like 


Natani was... jealous... 





Itreminds me of. 


Flora, we shouldn't my old home. 


be out this far. 


The docks are right 
over there. | like being 
out in the open. 


Is it wrong for me to 
have fond memories from 
my time as a slave— 


7 Erm... well, 
| don't know, 
Flora... 


Oh, Iillet her 
Ah, jeez, that girl's have her fun, She 
Don't eat acting more and more like deserves it. 
the dragonfly! an animal every day. 


Or... perhaps 
1'm just starting to 
Notice more, 


Maybe I'm 
thinking more like 
a human, 





..And after that, 
lended up here. 


Wow... that's 
incredible! 


From keidran to human 
territories... you've travelled 
nearly the whole world! 


But don't you 
want to hear about 
my eye, first? 


Alright, the girl... 
You mentioned that 
you were taken care of by 
a family of foxes? 


Interesting... it was a 
Keidran of the Fox Tribe 
who arrived here. 


She said she 

was looking for you. The 

elders told her you would 
never return. 


But according to 

her, coming here was her only 

hope left, since you had gone 
into human lands. 


Ah, right, 
that was it. 


Now what was 
her name again... 
Lanie? Lorie? 


Yeah, well... 
it wasn't as fun 
as it sounds. 


Now can you 
tell me who she 
is already? 





Fiancée?! Wow... 
I had no idea. 


She's still Relax, Keith. 
on the island, 
right? She's living in the 
non-basitin district. 


Tomorrow, | have 
something to show you 
at the front castle. 


Then, I'll show you 
where she lives. 


Until then, enjoy 
yourself, Keith... 


Hah! You still get 
flustered so easily. 
You always were 
the uptight one. 


However, you'll 
never make it there 
before curfew. 


That's highly 
inappropriate! 


You know 
{ thate it when you 
do that! 


I'm not uptight! | just 
obey the decency laws. 


should, too! 





Ihonestly never 
imagined my return 
to be like this.. 


Imean, | 
didn't expect 
parades. 


'half expected to 
be banished again 


I hate to 
admit it, but I'm glad 
Alaric is here. 


As big a pain as. 
he can be, It's nice to 
have a friend back. 


remember... 


F 


/ ..was a playful, 
scrawny thing of 
a Basitin. 


You were 
always laughing. 





But life's gone 
on without me. 


I'd thought that 
I'd feel different once 
I returned home, 


Hah! | saw that! 


That's the first 
time I've seen you 
smile today! 


Iwas beginning to 
think the Basitin | knew 
was gone for good... 
But | can tell you're 
stil in there... under that 
cynical shell. 
I'm glad 
you're back, 
Keith 


I guess |... 


I'm glad to 
be back, Alaric. 





I guess | am 


home after all. 
These islands are 
here | belong. 


You're... smiling! 
\ What are you up 10? 


‘Anyways, I'm 
heading to bed 
early tonight. 


You're welcome to 
join me, if you'd like. 


Hey, Natant 


What are you 
doing here? 


Oh, you're 
back. 
Well, it isn't 
like | had anywhere 
else to go— 


I'm just happy for 
once, | guess. 


I think things 
are finally looking 


That was... 
weird. 
I've... never 
seen Keith happy 
before. 


Dang it, now | 
just can't get myself to 
be mad at him. 





Trace, Master 
of the Templars... 


It gets dark rapidly 
here on the island 


Flora! Hey, 
we gotta go. 


It's just like 
what's in my 
necklace. 


If give you this, 
it will signify that we 
are a couple... 


Curfew takes 
effect at the last 
light of day. 


Please 
make your way 
with haste. 
Oh, alright. 
Vil get Flora. 


Trace! 
I found one! 


Itsa 


subtle flower. 
They're usually 


quite rare. 


‘Oh, well. 


But we kinda got rushed into 
things back then. You gave me 
the necklace by mistake, 


yeah. 


But this would 
make things... offical, 
| guess. 


I mean, if 
you want it 


Flora, we've been 
sleeping together for 
over a month... 
I think that 
makes us a couple 
by now. 


Of course 
Ido, Flora. 





Allittle 
more to the 
right. 


‘They make such 
lovely subjects. 


Don't you agree, 
Kathrin? 


they would! They're so cute 
with their long ears. 


that's 


Right...cute. 
what I'll be going for. 


Drat! Looks 
like Mike'll get to sleep 
easy tonight. 


That's perfect! 


Wonderful, I'm sure I'll 
get some great paintings done 
of the Basitin ladies. 


Alright, Master, 
can | please return 
to the ship? 


Eh? Oh, no. 


Curfew is upon us, 
you'll have to stay here 
until the morning 


What, 
morning?! 


I'm not giving a 
show for that dog! 
Where is he, anyways? 
He's trying to get me to lower 
my guard, no doubt! 


Well it wont work! I'll 
stay up all night if | must! 





You alright, I'm fine, 
Flora? You've been ¢ Trace. 
quiet since we 
got back. 


Just enjoying 
the scenery. This island 
is beautiful. 


lam abit 
tired, though. 


I've noticed 
you've been getting tired 
earlier than usual. 


Hope you're not 
coming down with 
something. 
I told you! 
I don't need your... 
chivalry! 


We should probably I'm perfectly fine 
get to bed early. ‘on the ground! 


‘And | told you, 
I don't need the 
stupid bed! 


Just take it and 
be comfortable! 


You slept on the floor 
for me last time! Now | should 
be the one to do it! 


Stop being 
so stubborn! 





Hey, Keith! 
It's me, Alaric! 
\ Are you up yet? 


The sun's already up! 
Don't tell me banishment 
has made you soft. 


pan ~ Hey, Keith! 


. You're up, good! 


«What... what 
just happened?> 





Come on, Trace! You know 
what this means, 
Wake up, sleepyhead! right? 


It's morning, the sun’s up! 


‘Alright, alright! 
I'm awake. 


We've managed 
to spend an entire day in 
a town without anything 
going wrong! 


“Going wrong?” Well. in the 
first town Keith tried 
tokill me. 


Then, in the second a 
Templar tried to kill us and 
you tried to kill me, 


After that | 
was possessed by 
Neutral and tried to 
Kill everyone 
(On the day 
we reached the 
port Natani tried 
to kill us, 
What do 
you mean Then we were 
by that? attacked by those 
three guys— 


Okay, okay! But... | think 


things are going to 


| gett, bad be better here. 
stuff happens to us feel like we've 


around towns. finally gotten far enough 
away from the war. 





Well, there's 
something you don't 
see very often. 


Excuse me, 
Mister Dragon, sir? 


Could you 


TN move a littie to the 


side, please? 


ws 


Well, obviously we 
can't make you move. 


However, you are blocking 
some of the fishing boats from 
entering and leaving. 
We'd appreciate it 
if you could, 


‘Adragon 
bathing in the 


That's “Miss 
Dragon, Ma’am.” 


And why should 
I move aside? 


Himph, Basitins, 


Atleast Humans 
and Keidran have the 
courtesy to run away 

when | do that. 





Before we go on, 
there is something | must 
war you, Keith... 


What I'm about 
to show you is for 
your eyes only. 








You must never 
speak of this to any of 
your new... friends. 
Not to anyone. That's 
an order, No one shall hear Do you 
about it from you. understand? 


Ah, here we go! 


It's just beyond these 
ridiculously large doors! 


Great! Let's get 
going, then! 


It's being built in the 
eastern courtyard. 





I know it's you! 


H-how did you 
get in here? | thought 
I blocked the door, 


Ah! Get 
away, you 
pervert! 


Heeey, 
its just me, 


Buddy! 


Mike, our room 
doors open outward, 
remember? 


Oh... yeah... | 
forgot about that. 





Nya! The weather's 
so nice today! 


“Nice?” I's a bit 
on the chilly side, 
don't you think? 


Hm...? Oh, right, 
you don't have any fur! 


Well, | could help 
keep you warm, 


Isn't that... 
what was her 
name...? 


a dragon! 


Lady Nora? 
Yeah, | think that is her. 
She followed us? 


Thanks, | wont be 
gone long, Flora. 


would you mind waiting 
here, just for a bit? 


uh, sure, Trace. 
No problem. Aaaw... Trace 
doesn't want me to 
go with him? 





After all this time 
you're still trying to get 
into my pants? 


Ah! What 
ashame! For such beauty 
to be confined under 
so many layers! 


Apity, really, 
that the Basitins 
are so strict. 


Though, | do know 
a private area where 
we could go... 


Ifyou ever wished to 
relax while not hindered by 
so much clothing. 


Into your pants? Me? 
Of course not! ...But if you 
‘want to, | suppose... 





So you've seen them 
before. |... will explain, It 
will take time, but 


First, Keith, your trial is set 
for tomorrow, and you must do 
‘something before then. 


Ihave a mission for you, 
involving your... friends... which 
you will probably not like. 


This can't be... 


A Templar tower. 
here?! Why? 


But when you follow through with it, 
you will be welcome among us again. 
Welcome with open arms. 


I... [don't 
understand. 





Oh, good 
morning, Templar 
Randal. 


{ What is 
going on?! 
Humans... in the 
castle? And Templar, 
no less? } 


Keith, we 
know what we're 
doing. 


We are working with, 
the humans towards a 
mutual interest. 


For too long now, we 

Basitin have gone without 

something the other races 
take for granted... 


Ah, this must be the 
friend you were talking 
about-Keith, right?“ 
Good morning, | am 
Randal, Templar teacher 
\ and architect. 


{Actually, there 
is only one Templar 
here-me. These 
others are my 
students. } 


® { lunderstand, we Templar 


have a bad reputation. Some of 
it is warranted, / know. 


But that's not the 
case now. We are here as 
a show of good will. } 





I'm surprised Fi Getting tired 
you asked to talk ) of playing with the 
with me, Trace. ( furred ones? 
In private, 
even. 


What? Oh, yes. 


No... | mean, Quite... personally. 
not really. 





; Was | really 
as bad as they 
all say? 
| want to know 
~ why I built those 
towers. 
I wanted to ask you 
more about my past. Who 
| was and what | did. 
You seemed to Why was | trying 5 
know me personally. to instigate a war? 


I'm under orders not 
to tell anyone about anything JX Why, you did, 
\ you were doing! of course. 
) bee And to make sure 


nobody asks. \ 


O-okay, then. 


Ah... who ordered 
you to do that? 





But... if told you 
not to tell anyone. 


Couldn't | undo 
that order? 


Oh, you look like 
Trace, but you don't 
talk or act like him. 


Yes, Trace could. 
Tell me, though, are 
you the same person who 
gave me the order? 


Wha-? Of course 
lam. I'm Trace! 





Would you quit 
with all these mind 
games, Nora? 


My memories were 
taken. You know I'm still 
the same person! 


Same body, but altered 
mind. In the end, it is the 
mind that really matters. 


Okay, Trace. 


| certainly recognize 
your magical aura... it makes 
my scales quiver. 


I think my question's 


Fine, tell me 
about my past- 
all of it. 
I want to 
know who | 
really am. 


been answered. Ask, and | 


will answer any I can, 











~~ va 















| admit, | don't know much about your 
childhood before the Templar found you. 









new student. 





Your parents were farmers 
from a small rural village. 


Ive been 
expecting him. This 
way, please. 








This will be your 
new home. | think you 
will enjoy it here. arrive for the first time, | knew 
you were not lke the others, 


As the years passed, you leamed quicker 
then any of your peers. You had very few 
friends, but it didn’t seem to bother you. 











You've made us 
very proud, Trace. 











lexpect great 
things from you. 








2a 


But the happiness didn't last. After two years, you were becoming That all changed when you met her- 
frustrated. You often told me they were wasting your talent: Saria au Gruhen. Oh, Trace, you should 
have seen yourself. You were so cute. 





You may have ended up a power. 
hungry megalomaniac, but ike | sai 
back then you were still a teenager. 


You were still a teenager. You wanted adventure, not going on 
escort missions or finding a farmer's runaway property. But you 
were living in a time of relative peace. Humans and keidran 
were cooperating. So your frustrations continued unabated. 





























Please, be patient. Comic is almost done. Read 
news announcement for more info. 
(refresh browser if needed) 


Unfortunately, you were quite clueless when Unsurprisingly 


it came to attracting a woman's attention, 


You tried several indirect methods... This isn't 
working! 

She doesn't 

even notice! 


It's fun, 
though! 


I keep telling you, 
Just go talk to her, 


Including... “fighting” a 
ae Little One. 


dragon for her honor. 







t! | don't even 
know her! TRACE! 


That's the 
point of talking, 
is it not? 





Templar? CH\\ (Okay, in hindsight, maybe it wasn't 
such a good idea to stage our fight 
in the Grand Templars front lawn. 





After paying for the damages and swearing not 
to destroy the academy for a third time, you 
finally worked up the nerve to actually talk to her. 


Eh? Why are 

you running? meet you, 
You're 

a freakin’ 


dragon! 


know, but she's 
still scary when she’s, 
mad like that! 


Keep 
running! 


> _ 


AW oh NAY We TAL SS 
J\_ You began courting her inthe fll y ; ‘And by the first of winter, you were married. 
4 










You purchased a home that was quite large for That isn't to say things were perfect. The first ime 
a human dwelling, and moved in immediately. you bought a slave for the house... Saria, usually 
Hm, you made a lovely couple. [a 80 shy and soft-spoken, had a lot to say about it. 





think everyone in town 
heard that argument. 


. 


For once, you actually seemed content with 
your place in life. You didn't completely shelve 
your Templar ambitions, but you set them asve 





[ Everything was going well until that last week a You were traveling to your cabin in the 
in late spring. This was six seasons ago. forest, very near the Keidran borderline. 





Aw, look! That little 
keidran’s waving at us! 


hat | left before it happened. | later gleaned from various 
\d pieced together the events that took place on that day. 





























Itwas a wolf, Not a professional assassin or The first arrow was for Saria 
mercenary. Just some petty thief trying to take 
advantage of a couple of isolated humans 

















Saria, what 
happened? 










Saria, are 
you sure you're 













Trace! Please 


Go inside and lock feels 


the door. The house wards 
will protect you. 






Itjust grazed 
me, I'll be okay. 







im going 
after it! 





Itwasn't your fault, 


So... it 
killed her. 


Yes, the poison spread 


throughout her body. She died 
before you could return. 
Yes... and no. 
And that's 
why | did all those Your wife's death 


terrible things. was the start 


But it was what you did afterwards that pushed 
you over the edge. You tried to bring her back. 










In theory, i's possible to resurrect someone by stealing the life energy 
of other things. This is what you know as dark magic. But in practice, it's f] dead. Your mind had been nearly destroyed 
impossible. The dark energy kills the caster before the spell can finish by the black magic you had attempted 


— 
The black magic's effects on your mind warped 1h) 
your senses. You became crazed and paranoid. jum 
EE =: 
= —s For two years, you locked yourself away 
a 





‘And then four years ago, you emerged | You had the old Master Templars kiled, and inthe place, your own inner ce 
and prodaimed yourself Grand Templar. i Master Spy, Master Architect, Master Strategist, Master Seer, Master Mage. 
Bi 
\) 
e 


i 


With these men, you took control. And quickly the Templar 
changed from a mage quild, into an order to rival the miltary. 
_—a = 


We're friends, 
No, you black- its no big deal! 
mailed me! 


I'd show you! 
Were pals! 


Woah. 
that’s weird. 


'm smaller than | used 
to be... but I feel as strong 
as before, and my reach 
seems the same. Maybe this 
really is just an 
ilusion 


If that's the case, 
| should stil be able to beat 
Evals in a fight. 


Evals, the last two days “You know 
have been nothing but stress. | just Vd never strike 
need to lt off some steam, \awoman, 


So if you want to do 
something useful for once, 
get up and fight me. 


Fight you? | 
cant do that Then this is 
going to be a really 


one-sided fight! 


No, wait! Aaah! 





<Whatcha doing, 


<I apologize 
for interrupting, 


My name is 
Laura of the Coastal 
Fox Tribe. 


Do you know if a 
Basitin named Keith 
is staying here?> 


<They... told me 
this place is where 
| could find him. > 


«...Who 
was that? 
| didn't know 
other Keidran were 
on the island?> 


<I dunno. Her 
name sounded 
familiar..> 


«Just... making a 
crude mana necklace. 


I'l be able to cast 
spells while leaving my hands 
open for weapons, > 


<You just missed him. 
He left with a general 
about an hour ago.> 


I see, 


T-thank you. 
Good afternoon. > 


Laura. 
wasn't that Keith's 
ex-fiancée?> 


«Yeah. | wonder 


how she got here? Maybe 
she's trying to get back 
together with him?> 





Alaric, | don't know. 
understand. How could That's true. 
you have known I'd be Your mission to 
here with Trace? find Trace was supposed 
to be impossible, so you'd 
be banished forever. 


The other pus But against all 
general said you didn't odds you did it! 
expect me. \ 


We honestly 
had no “political” 
plans for him. 
But now that 
he's here, the Templar 
are demanding Trace 
be returned, 


Look, Trace 
isn't your concern 
anyways, 


We're going to 
take care of that one 
ourselves. 


| don't like taking 
orders from them, but 

building this Tower gives 

them leverage. The problems, the 


If giving them Trace ‘Templar believe his friends 
is what it takes. know too much now. 


What do 
you mean? Well, the human known 
as Eric, his staves, and the tiger 
aren't immediate threats. 


The only one we're concerned 
about is the wolf. The Templar believe 
he'sa spy. They want him removed. 


The other generals wish 
to... test your loyalty. 


Wait... you're 
asking me to... to 
kill Natani? 


We're not 
asking, Keith 


I'm ordering you to kill the 
wolf known as Natani before your 
trial tomorrow morning. 





am | going 
todo? 


I'm sorry to put all 
this on you so soon after 


you've returned. 


A tribute 
to the banished 
warrior! 


not! Well, Not 


completely! / 


But is stil before noon, 
You have a whole day to. 
complete the mission 


Which means... you 
have time to see what I really 
wanted to show you! 


I thought you'd be 

taller, but its close! Good 

thing you still have all 
your limbs intact! 


7” Yel, | couldn't finish 
your... details... without 
months ago as a you being here! 
pet project. 


But now that you 
finally are, | can! 


See? Covered. 
So it's decent. 





Alaric, 
is this really 
necessary? 





Dont worry, Keith! 
| only need an hour or 
two of your time. 


\ can't finish this 
statue of you without you 
modeling for me! 


Now just hold that pose 
and I'l get to work! 


But do | have 
to be naked? 


Doesn't this 
violate a dozen 
decency laws? 


No, no, of course not! | can't order 
you to do anything if it violates any laws. 
‘And I've studied the laws carefully 
Since this is for 
artistic purposes, it's exempt 
from the decency laws! 


Keith Keiser? He's 
with General Alaric. 
They're in Alaric’s private 
stone-working room. It's down 
the hall and to the right. 





Okay, this is it. 


Keith should be right 
behind this door. 


Now all | have to 
dois... open this d-door 
and talk to him 


But... what if Keith 
hates me? What if he doesn't 
CAN (A) ‘even remember me? Alright! 
Here goes! 
W-why would he? I's been more 
than five years - a quarter of a ifetime. 
‘And I'm getting old. He woutint.. 


N-no! I've been a coward 
all my life. | can't be nervous, not 
now! Not when I'm so close! 


|} just have to try and. 
imagine he's in his underwear! 
That’s supposed to help, 


You probably don't “00h no! f... 
remember me but I-! imagined too hard! 





That couldn't have -* 


gone more perfectly! 


You should have seen 
the look on your face! 


‘Aw, don't be mad at me, Keith. 
It wasn't alla prank. | really did need 
you to help finish my statue. 


But for now, go ahead 
and go with your lady friend. 
\ We'll continue later. 


y-you were... busy...! 
|-I'l wait outside! 


This was your doing! 
You knew she'd be here! 
This was all a prank?! 


I'm... sorry Thad this moment 
you had to see planned out for years.. 
that, Laura. 


Now I can't think of 
what to say. | can't stop 
picturing him naked! 





Trace has been gone 
a long time. It looks like it 
might storm soon. 


| hope 
he's alright. 


Gah! Eric, \ 
you pervert! 
Stop touching 


Flora, wait! 
Calm down! 


my taill 


O-oh no! Trace, ‘Are you alright? | didn't 
\. you're back! Im sorry mean to hurt you. 


Heh, I'm fine, Flora. 


| guess | should have known 
better than to sneak up from behind 
and grab the tail of a tiger. 


Next time I might not 
get away so lucky! 


Oh, don't say 
that, Trace! | didn't 
mean to. 
know you 
didn't, Flora. 








So where did you 
go? You were gone for 
more than an hour. 


Ihave it marked 


I'm just glad you're 
back, Trace! It's so boring 
without you here, 


Oh, well, maybe 
we can go out and find 
something fun to do. 


‘Aw, come on! 
Laws about how 
we dress. 


Laws keeping us 
here at the docks. 


Now laws against 
even touching?! 


What's with 
these people and 
all their rules?! 


| didn't realize itd been 
that long, I'm sorry. 


Iwas talking to 
the dragon about... 


uh... where we'll be going 
after we're done here. 


Ehem! Do you two mind? 


Intimate contact is prohibited by law, 
and | wont have it in my tavern! 


And ignorance of the law 

is no excuse! If you feel you simply 

must... fouch one another, you can 
do it in your own rooms! 


Trace, smite him 


I know you can! Just 
set his pants on fire or 
something, come on! 




















‘And this is where 
Nora said it was, 


But... this takes us right 


Here's the 
world map. 


Aplace where humans 
and keidran live together. 


Trace, this 
is dangerous! 


through my homeland. 


Even on horseback its a 
long distance, but if we reach 
Il finally be safe. 


‘And if they found 
out you are... were 
a Templar. 


| know what 
you mean, but is the 
only way there, 


If we tried going in from 
1@ north-west or east, it'd 
take months longer. 


The reason it's so well hidden 
is due to the fact that it's difficult 
to reach from the human side. 


“Dangerous?” 


Trace, don't you 
remember what you are? 
You're... a human! 
My people have 
very little interaction 
with your kind, 


Most haven't even 
seen a human before! 


We can figure out what 
to do when the time comes. 
{tll work out, I'm sure. 


Thope so. 





Flora, what about 
Natani? Where will he <Natani, are you... huh? 
be going? With us? Where did he go?> 


‘Oh, | hadn't 
thought of that! 
Mask him! 


Natani? Where ie, , «How am | supposed 
are you going? : to spy on people | can't 
Z even understand? 


Besides, 
just needed I'm just going 
some fresh air \ 4 for a walk.> 


“Is there something 
wrong with that?> 


You know you're 
supposed to be spying 
‘on the human. 


Yet you haven't 
been spending much 
time around him. 


Just a walk, huh? 


Doesn't have anything to do 
with the scent trail of a certain 
basitin you're following? 


That's a 
coincidence! 


This has nothing to 
do with Keith! 


| just happen to be 
going in the same direction 
his scent is going... 





aie 7 For weeks I tried tocatch 
y ge. up with you, to e-explain why... 
| realized how much ; 


But you crossed the human 
ofaipiseke fd made! order. | had to turn back. 
in running away. 


I returned home, but 
| couldn't stop regretting 
what had happened. 


| couldn't stand itl | 
tried the only way I could 
think of to reach you. 


Half a year ago, | left 
everything and came here. 


The basitins were kind to me. 
They let me stay, but told me you'd 
never return from banishment. 





, Acand.... um... that's 
'didn't care. | had how | ended up here. 
made up my mind to see you 
again, or die waiting All so | could say... 
I'm sorry. 





But you still 
haven't told me 
why you left. 


Honestly, 
there is n-no good 


reason why, 


There's nothing that | 
could say to excuse what I did, 
but I can try to explain. 


Though my p-parents approved of our 
union, when you weren't around they 
expressed to me their apprehension. 


They were... a bit 
frightened of you 


| didn't believe them, 
1 knew it wasn't true what 
they were saying, 


B-but | became 
overwhelmed, | wasn't 
sure what to think. 


The whole village was. None had ever seen 
a basitin before, but there were so many 
terrible rumors about your race going around. 


Eventually, | couldn't take it 
anymore. | p-panicked and ran 


| n-never intended to stay away. | 
just wanted time to think. But once 
Iran, | didn't know what to do. together, 


I tthought | had 
time to pull myself 


I didn't know 
you'd leave and never 
come back. 


| was ashamed. | didn't know how to 
face you again. So | stayed hidden, 
even when | heard you calling for me, 





You mean all of this, 
everything... was because 
you couldn't talk to me? 


|ooked for you for days, until was 
forced out of the village. They told me 
you didn't want to see me again. 


Do you realize how that 
made me feel?! And you could 
have prevented everything! 


L'm sorry. Hey, stop. 
I never wanted Get up! 
you to be hurt. | know 
it's my Ffault.. 


You can't- 
not in the middle 
of the street... 


Damn it, | shouldn't 
be the one feeling guilty! 


It's... just one thing after 
another! What more am | going 
to have to endure today? 





<What's wrong 
with her? 


A\ittle yelling 
and she bursts 
into tears. > 


‘<Oh, don't even 
start, Zen!> 


Laura, I'm sorry 
for yelling at you, | lost 
my temper. 


To be honest, ever since 
\ ast saw you, I've wished for 
the day I'd see you again 


| don't want to 
ruin this by fighting. 
Let's just talk. 


Laura, | am 
glad you're here, 


Please, stop 
crying. 





Aw... Its 
raining. 


Sorry, Flora, looks like 
we'll have to find something 
to do indoors, instead 


Er, hello, Kat. 


tee? I'm almost afraid 


to ask, but... 


Oh, hello, 

Mr. Trace. 
Need some- 
thing to do? 


My offer 
still stands on 
my services. 


What exactly 
are the... “services” you 
keep offering? 


Why, my 

special massages, 

of course! What else 
would it be? 


‘Oh yes! Master 
Eric says i's very 
relaxing. 


I've been told 'm 
quite good, but I'd love 
the practice. 


Oh, Amassage! 
Well, that actually sounds 
quite nice— 


No, that's 
okay, thanks. I’m 
not interested. 





Alright, no problem. 
‘Oh, by the way. 
Master Eric wishes 
to speak with you about 
when we'll depart. 


Oh, | shouldn't have 
glared at Trace like that. Hey! Why don't | 


Amassage is harmless, teach you how? I know, I'll 
and | trust him. | know he give you a massage! 
wouldn't do anything 


Ishouldn't let 
my jealousy get the 
best of me. 


Oh, don't 
be silly! 


Iti be funt 

Il teach you how to do it, 

and then you can give the 
massage to Trace. 


And I'm sure 
Trace won't mind. 
In fact, | think 
he'd be happy just to 
watch me do you 


I'll be back soon. 


| just need to go over 
that map with Eric. 


Alright. 


| swear she 
said it like that 
on purpose. 


No one could 

possibly be so naive 

as to not realize how 
that sounds... 


|- I couldn't... 


Especially not 
after having guilted 
Trace out of one. 





We've been friends since we 
were kids... even despite the fighting 
between the fox and dog tribe. 


‘And | wouldn't want 
to do anything to hurt 
that friendship. 


> You're still 
a better fighter 


Hey...'m sorry 
for the last couple 
days, Mike. 
I guess | just got. 
over-excited. 


So, I'l do everything 
I can to help get you back 
to your normal self, 


Look, don't make 
Sa big deal out of this. 


Ijust fee! guilty for 
beating you up. 





Keith, does this : Oh... 
mean...? Can we...? atone, [ve forget / understand. 
- you for what you dia. 
Is there.. 
someone 
else,.? 


Someone else...? Ijust.. sigh.. I need time. 
No! | mean... not really. And | think there's someone 
There's a lot going I need to talk to first 
Look, | just... need on right now. More: 
some time to think, than you know. 


Come on, Laura, get up. 
Let's get out of this rain. 


Il see if | can get you a room 
at the inn 'm staying at. 


Is... is he talking 
about me? 





<Hah, made 
it back just in 
timel> 


<I need to get 
back to my room!» 


Hey! At least 
shake off the water 
outside! 


\just mopped 
the floor! 


‘Ah! How 
many of you 
Vil give this map are there? 
tomy crew when <Look at the 
the rain stops. Yl mess you're 


So it's agreed 
Il take you where 
you need to go. 


making!» 


<Why, hello 


Though, Eric, I'm there, my dearl> 


not sure Flora will agree 
again to- Eric? 





<W-what are Hey, what's aay 
you doing with going on? Ja 
Please don't 
eat mel? 


a 
A 
Li 
<B- how... it's not 
possible! You can't be 
here! Not you! 


I know you! 
Demon! Sin! 





| wonder if it was really 
me he was talking about? 
Is he going to ask me my 

pinion on that fox gift? 


<Oh, Natani... why 
are you all wet?> 


<Don't do it, Keith! 

You deserve better! 

You two have nothing 
in common!» 


<I forgot | don't have 
anything to change into. 


..And Keith's going to 
be back any minute.» 


But what 
ifhe does? 


| could tell him ‘ 
getting back with her would 
be a mistake! 


After all, they're nothing 
alike. She's a wimp! 


-.B-but, it's not 
like it matters to me! 


| should tell him 
to go ahead! Whatever 
makes him happy. Why 

should | care? 


Yeah, that's 
what I'l say! If he asks, 
Il say “go ahead!” 


Alright, 
here goes. 





<Wewait! 
I didn’t mean that! 
Forget it!> 


Did she 
just say... 


The tavern owner 
gave me a room, he said 
it just opened up, 


<Lt’s nice to Vtthink 


meet you again, I'm going to go 
Natani.> lie down. 


This is Natani, 
a... friend. <Natani, 
this is Laura.> 


figured | 
should give you 
some space. 


You said you needed 
time to think. Take all the 


<Oh, you're 
wet too. Here, 
take mine. 


You'd better 
get out of those wet 


clothes. You might 
catch a cold.» 


time you need, Keith. 


Thank you, Laura. 


She's so nice... 


No wonder Keith 
likes her. 


She's the complete 
opposite of me. 











..Where did 
this massage table 
come from? 


H-hey! Why, 
are you taking off 
your clothes? 


Well, this is 
the only way I've 
ever done it! 


Besides, how else 
am | going to perform 
the second part of 


the massage? 


using every 
part of mine. 


This is going 
to be fun! 


I don't often 
get a chance to do 
other Keidran! 


I've got a whole 
grooming kit | can 
finally try out. 


Oh yes, a special 
technique | leamed from 
one of Eric's books! 
| just take the oil, 
and then massage each 
part of your body. 


«Kat, let's just. 
stick with a normal 
massage, okay? 





Oooh. 


ql 
unin Hah! | told you 


you'd enjoy it. 


It seems like you 
needed a massage. 


You had a lot of 
built up tension. 


Alright, turn 


around This is a full body 


massage! There's still 
a lot more | can do. 


Wait, Flora, 
you're. 


Trust me, you'll 
enjoy — oh! 





You're getting 
kinda pudgy, Flora! 


Heehee! 


You're a. 
tubby tiger! 


Get back here 
and I'll- eh? 


rll have you know 
I'm perfectly happy with 
my figure, you bimbo! 


Where'd all the sy) ‘And why are they 
Keiths come from? lf ) all staring at me? 








Flora, 
there you That's it! 


That Keidran of 
yours has broken our 
most basic laws! 


And... 
you're naked 


She needs to 
be detained! 


Detained? R ‘G e Out of the 


You're not way, Human! You have 
going anywhere no say in this. 
with her! 


{Then I'll make 
it my say! 


| declare this 

Keidran as my mate. 

Now, according your 
own laws... } 


{ Declared mates are 

treated with equal status, protected 

from orders to harm one another, and 
share political immunities. 


Therefore, Flora has the 
same diplomatic immunity as | 
do. You can't touch her. } 


{ He... knows 
our language and 
our laws! 


Wow, Trace! That was 
amazing! But how did you 
know their language? 

But... surely a 
Human can't declare a 
Keidran his mate?! } 


{ Sigh... the law 
doesn't specify... } 


Fine, Human. You win. 
She can go, for now. 





How do | keep 
getting into situations 
like this? 


<Oh, don't 
flatter yourself. 
Actually, I'd enjoy it if you 


dried off just so you no longer 
have that wet dog smell.> 


«Welt... ine! Then maybe 
we should both just sit here 
and do nothing then!> 


<You don't expect me 
to get undressed with you 
in here too, do you? 


You probably 
want that, right?> 


<You enjoy this, 
don't you?» 


«t's not like | 
want to be here any 
more than you.> 





He's 
shivering, 


<Well don't 
suffer on my 
account! 


<1 thought you said 
basitins didn’t get sick. > 


Hm? <We don't. 


<...'m fine. 
normally...» 


Ifyou can stand 


<It's just... there's not a lot of 
things that affect basitins, but being 
wet and cold is one of them 


Ifyou can't tell by our : 
short fur, we're better suited <..He’s suffering 


for warmer climates.» because of me...> 


<...Keith, the door’s 
locked, right?» 


“<Why- 
what are you 
doing?» 


<Just sitting 
here soaking wet 
is stupid, 
| won't look 
if you don't, 
alright?> 


«Yeah, and bolted 
too, this time. > 





I dunno, 


1? | ie j does, 
I think it's kinda Neat? Weir's Oh... well, 


more ike it. | know 
a language | didn't 
yesterday. 


Ijust told 
them you were with 
me, so they couldn't 
touch you. 
What 
did you say, 
anyway? 


“Diplomatic 
immunity.” 


After we're done 
and said our good-byes to 
Keith, welll leave and head 
towards Lyn’Knoll 


It should take a lot less time 
than it did to sail out here. The 
island is much closer to the east 

coast than where we left, 


What did 
Eric say? 


He did have... one 
condition though, 


For going out of 

his way, he wanted you to 

model for him some more. 
er, once a week. 


He agreed 
to the plan. 


Once a-7! No! 
Wait... You didn't 
agree, did you? 


Well... yeah, 
we need to ship 
to get back. 


Trace! Why would 
you do that? \ I'm not getting 
upset because of Eric. | don't 
like it, but I'd probably agree to 
it again if Iwas asked 
Huh? What do you mean? 
You did it last time. Why are you 
getting upset about it? 


'm upset because you 
made the decision for me! 





Fk hat's the 1? 
lora, what's the big deal That's not 


he point, Trace! 
You know Eric's ship is one fhe point Trace! 


of our only options off this island, In case you've 
It's a small price to pay. forgotten, before | met 
you | was a slave. 


I've spent the majority 
of my life having people 
make decisions for me. 


And | worked 
hard to escape 
from that life! 


You don't own me, 
Trace. You can't just use 
me as boat fare 


And if you can't understand 
how something like that could hurt 
me, then maybe you're even more 
clueless than | thought! 


Flora, wait! 
Flora! 





Sigh... Damn it. | Inever even 
Flora's right. | really thought how she might 
must be clueless. feel about it 


| don't know what Flora 
sees in me. I've done nothing 
but put her in danger. 


1am here to 

inform you that you have 

been summoned by the 
master general. 


Sigh, alright. 
I'l go as soon as 
the rain stops. 


need you to come 
with us now. 


Huh, now? 
In this weather? 





Chapter 11 


No Pressure 


-_-« 





Oh, would 
you shut up 
already! 


You're not 
helping! 


Thanks a lot, 
W-what have Brother. Now I 
I done now? look insane. 


Er, Keith... not you... 
Iwas talking... to Zen, my 
brother, in my... head. 





Hm? Did you say 
your brother? 


Speaking of which, 


You mentioned that 
“link” before, but you didn't 
say much about it 


Is it something all 
you assassins have? 


Oh, right. 


The one I... stabbed 
through the chest. 


I'd almost forgotten. 
Sorry. Is he-? 


Oh, don't worry. 
he's fine. Healed and 
lazing about back 


at our village. 


Though now he 

spends all his days bugging 

me. | think you should have 
stabbed him harder. 


No. It's not, 
It was because of our 


job as assassins, yes. But we 
were not linked by choice. 





I became linked with my brother [fit was supposed to be easy. Just 
after our very first “solo” mission [™ kill an old wolf named Issac as he 
for the Brotherhood. traveled alone between villages. 


The curse | was hit with was a terrible one. 
It didn't hurt me physically, but rended my 
mind and damaged a portion of my soul. 


Although physically fine, 
Iwas as good as dead 

















| swore I'd watch 
over and protect her. 


I'm sorry... there's nothing 
physically wrong with her. 

It's part of her soul 
that’s missing. We cannot heal 
something like this. 




















She's all | have left. 
beg you, anything! 


Please... there must 
be something... 






In order to save my life, my brother melded 
his soul with my own. His soul kept the pieces 
of mine together and filled in anything missing. A 


sigh- there 
is one possibilty. 


But... it would require 
your own sacrifice 


But the effects were irreversible. 





And having his spirit in my 
body changed me. His mind 
filled in my missing pieces. 

‘One happened to be my 
gender... so I copied his, 









It took a while to adjust to being mentally linked to my brother. 





In the beginning, we didn’t know how to block out thoughts and sensations from each other. 


When he felt When | had a hangover, so did he. When he went to the 
pain 


felt pai 


bathroom, I... well, you 
get the idea, 






Be more 
carefull 






(owe) 


as 


wasn't pleasant. 







Ironically, Issac, the wolf we were supposed to kill, died 
casting that curse. I's forbidden magic for a reason... 





Ittends to kill its user. 


So our mission was 
considered a succes 













Rumor spread that we were such 
skilled assassins we had caused 
a powerful mage to kill himself 


The story became more and more exaggerated 
— mostly by us while we were drunk — until we 
eventually became known as the “Magi Brothers.” 




















He took one look at 
us and kill himself right 
on the spot! Honest! 





amazing! 


Updates 


‘My father has recently had a surgery to fix the damage caused by his cancer 
‘and the medication treating said cancer. I have spent the past week in and 
‘out of the hospital and haven't had enough time to work on the next page 


He has retumed from the hospital now, but he is on oxygen and needs almost 
constant supervision, so I am not sure how much free time I will have in the next 
couple of weeks. He has had a tracheal tube put into place and cannot eat, but 
‘we hope it will be removed sometime later this month, once his throat heals, 


| apologize for not updated recently, but more so for not putting up any new 
information until now. I am having difficult finding time to do much of anything 
in the last week. Fear not for the state of the comic, though, I will continue to work 
‘on new material whenever I can scrounge up enough time. I cannot give a definitive 
date yet, but I will post new comics as soon as I finish them, 


‘Thank you for your support, 
Tom 





Cliffton M. Fischbach 


June 8", 1941 - July 4%, 2008 


Hove you, Dad. 
Thank you for everything, 








The author turns 24 
years old on Monday. 

If he doesn't have a hangover, 
Twokinds will resume on Wednesday. 
July 30th. See you then! 






‘ You know, I've never 
And that's the WZ told anyone that before. 
whole story. Z 


‘Am | the only one to 
find out about you? 


Well, there were a 
few others early on. 


Including a brat from 
way back when | first began 
my guild training, but... 


you're the first in 
a very long time. 


Keith, 
um... listen, 
Although | would 
have... rathered no one 
found out about me. 


how do | say this? 
I'm... glad it was a person 


like you, at least. | appreciate 
you keeping my secret, 


It means a lot to me 
to know that, if for no one 
else, | can trust you. 



































J-just a second... 


Hang on! 


Keith, have 
you seen Trace? 


We kinda got 
into a fight, and | 


kicked him out, _ felt bad about it, 


though, and | wanted 
to apologize, but. 


Sorry, Flora, 
I don't know 
where he is. 


Have they taken 1 
him already? 


| thought that 
they were going to 
waiting for me. 


‘Ah, uh, what do 
you need, Flora? 


I can't find 
him anywhere! 


Lying to my 
friends, now... There's no honor 


in any of this, 





Say, Keith, while you're 
up, could you get me another 
towel? I'm still damp. 


What? 
I'm not wearing 
anything! 


Alright, the 
coast is clear, 
Natani. 


At least it'll give me 
some time to think, 


I'm telling you, 
‘something strange 
is going on, 


Ever since that tower began 
lighting up, the generals have all 
been behaving strangely. 


q i 
weird orders and acting 
erraticall 


Haven't you 
noticed it? 





The closet's just 
down the hall! Please? 


And did you see 
that statue General 
Alaric made?! 


Actually... 
I think Alaric’s always 
been like that. 


7 But! know 
what you mean. I've 





I mean, attacking 
someone from behind... 
itjust doesn't feel right. 


also heard something 
from the inner guards... They 
say the king is sick with an 
unknown illness, 
And that the whole 
reason for the tower being 
builtin the first place is to 
keep the king alive! 


General, how. 
when did you-? 


And as indecent as 

ever. I'm suprised you're out 

here fooling around instead 
of following orders. 


Considering 
how little time 
you have lef. 


Plans have Knowing how... important 
changed. this trial is, I've spoken with the 
king and had your trial personally 
moved up to tonight. 


Your orders must stil 
be carried out before the 
trial begins, however. 


Your time limit 
is now one hour. 


W-what?! 
One hour? 


Once you've completed your 
orders, you must light a candle in 
the window to indicate yo 


Evesdropping, | see. 
How like you. 


Hey, don’t 
speak so loudly 
about that! 


W-What are you 
talking about? 


Ihave time. 
Ihave until 
tomorrow— 


No! You returning 
from banishment is 
what's unfair! 


It's a mockery of 
our laws and our judicial 
system, You will do as you 

are ordered to do! 


You have 
‘one hour! 





Hey, that wasn't 
Well, happy? part of the deal! 


All you ask for 
was a peek, an’ that's, 
what you got! 


Um... now, 
turn around! 


But | sure hope no one 
informs a certain human that his fox 
slave has become a vixen... 


Arg, that Basitin 
is going to pay!! 


My gender is one 


thing, but my fur. 
You've 


got a heart on 
! 
You're a real your butt 


My fur pattern 
dog, you know? 


is personal! 


That's not my 
fur pattern! 


Mike, have you 
seen yourself from 
behind? Heh... 





Oh, 
thanks. 


So, Keith. 


That girl you came 
in with... she was your 
ex-fianeée, right? 


Huh? Oh 
yeah, a long 
time ago... 


What took you 
so long, Keith? 


Oh, it was. 
nothing, 


What's wrong? 
Your ears are all. 
droopy. 


still have feelings 
for her? 


Why is she asking 
me this? And why am 
I just sitting here? 


I'm running out 
of time... 





Come on, 
Natani. 


Just tell him you 


have feelings for him, 


before it's too late. 


Keith... | want 
to tell you that... 


_.that | appreciate you 
putting up with me. 


Hardly any, 
actually. 


And | suppose 
you're the best 
Vd had. 


So... what I'm 
trying to say is... er, 
thanks, | guess. 


No! I can't, 
because | don't! 


And even if | did have any 
so called “feelings,” it wouldn't 
matter! |. Am. A. Male! 


But... can at 
least admit | like him... 
as a friend. 


That would be 
okay, right? 


I know my 
personality is kind 
of... complicated. 


Because of it, 
haven't really had 
many friends 





K-Keith, what 
Graaaah! k 
n. 
4 








But now. 
t'm going to lose 


it all. 


because 
of you! 


All my life, all 
I've ever wanted was 
to come home. 


I wanted to be 

with my people... my 

friends... and | came 
so close. 


I thought 
| could just let We Basitins are 
myself do it... biologically predispositioned 
to follow orders, The urge is. 
overpowering. 


What are you 
talking about? 


It would have 


been the easy way... 
but I can't... 





Why did you 

try to kill me, and then 

turn around and try to 
kill yourself? 


It... it doesn’t even 
matter anymore. I've run 
out of time. I've failed. 


You're not a Basitin 
You... you wouldn't 
understand. 


Alright, you'd better 
explain what's going on 
real quick, Keith 


Well you'd 
better try. 
That was an 
immobilizing spell. 
You're not moving until 
I get some answers. 


I want you to tell 
me everything. = 





G-General?! 


That is our... 
‘own tavern! 


Sir, the hour has 
passed, yet there is no 
signal from Kaiser. 


So, he has 
failed... as | had forseen There are our own 
he would. Good. -.Burn the people in there. And Kaiser 
tavern down. still needs to stand trial- 


Don't you dare 
talk back to me! 


I said burn 


it down, now! 


Keith will pay for 
killing Comelius yet! 





Oh, not to worry. 
He's essentially harmless. 
That platform he’s lying on is 
of my own invention. 


‘Are you sure its safe 
leaving him out in the open It creates an effect 
like this, Randal? I call a mana sink. 


batteries. Templar work to draw mana 
into the towers, where it joins with 
the existing crystals to grow larger. 


i) Then the mana energy from the crystals 
| can be used by those linked to the tower. 


In essence, Towers provide a store of 
}| energy vastly greater than any single 
mage could retain on his own, 


You are familiar, of course, 
with the basic fundimentals of magic 
and how our Towers function. 


The platform is linked 
directly to the tower and it’s 
draw of mana energies. 
This creates a constant 
force that siphons mana from 
anyone standing upon it. 


Without mana, there is 
no magic. And without magic, 
Trace is an ordinary man. 





One explanation later. 


| AN 


ay that 
I guess. 


Keith... he... he gave 
up everything to save me! 


He had the chance to get 
back all he lost as a child, but he 
chose my life instead... 


oe 
- 
And risked losing it al 





If | was given the chance to 
get back my village and all my friends 
and family | lost as a child. 
would | have been willing to. S 
do the same as Keith, and give it 
all away to save his life? 


Natani? | told you 
‘everything... why are you 
staring at me like that? 


| still have to report my 
failure at my trial. 


A 
‘Wwait, stop! Don't 
touch me there! 


I don't know if | could, 
4 but Keith... he did. He cared about 
. my life that much. 


© \-— \ 


Since you can't move, 
there's something I've always 
wanted to do to you, 


Those are 
sensitive! 





Enough, already! 
Why are you 
acting so strange all 
of the sudden? 


that | have to admit 
to you... and to myself, 
before it's too late. 


Keith! The tavern’s on 
fire! We have to get out! 


‘Oh, gods! We 


'm not really sure. 
| should still be furious at 
you for attacking me, but... you 
risked your life to save mine, 


Keith, | think there 
is something that. 


Even though | know 
you're a guy... | can't 
help feeling this. 


't ‘Some weird guy just 


be seen like this! gave me the master key! 


Can this help? 


L-let’s not panic! The 
door is locked, remember? 


Je... 
Alright, let's panic. 





, me again! | am 
I | sick and tired of 
people walking [Jieeas 
in on me, inter 
tupting me. 


wrecking my ny \ 


'm supposed to be 
a bloody assassin, 
for God's sake! 


WARK Lock spa! |e 


Y-yes, Ma'am... 
er, | mean, Sir! 


Tm going to unparalyze you now, 
So get up and get dressed. Yeah, so... there! 
And don't you dare try to Okay? | just wanted to 
kill me, or yourself, or anyone get that off my chest. Don't 
else until we get out of this look too much into it! 
mess, you hear me? 


Now get up! I'm 
getting us out of here! 





Well, | hope But seriously, | meant what 
you're satisfied. I said. | will help you how | can. 
You know, you really 
don't look all that different from 


Hee hee, | 
\ appreciate it 


Whadaya 
say, Buddy? 


Mike? Huh, 
he must have been 
exhausted... 


Hey, Mike! Leggo! 
You've got my tail! 


We-e-ell... | could 
just risk waking him up 
to get my tail loose. 


when you were a guy. 


| bet with a little work, we 


could get you looking like a guy 


again in no time! 


And then maybe later 
we can go and confront that 
Basitin together! 


Well, | guess | might 
as well let him be for now. 
il bug him lat- eh? 


But... that 
would be rude! 





= 
AS reassuring as Ihave heard many 


your Tower is. rumors of the destructive nature 
of Trace's power. 


You'll understand when | say | 
look forward to you Templar leaving 
my island as soon as possible. 

No offense 


But you have nothing 
to be concerned about. 


1am quite confident in 
my ability to contain Trace’s 
power, if necessary. 
Your castle and people 
are in no danger. 


understand. We shall 
depart as soon as the storms die 

down. Our ship is being prepared to. 
contain Trace at this very moment. 


As the Master Architect, 
| can guarantee you: 





<I'm here, but | 
can't find Trace!> 
<And the whole first 
floor is on fire!> 


<Done what? 
Wait a minute!> 


“Alright, is every- 
boay eter Wheres or ae altho exits 
the humans?> 
china sealed off? 


<Trace isn't in the tavern!> 


<I'l explain later, but right 
now | need to concentrate. 


<I've never done this 
many people before!> 





= | 
my ship. Facinating! ‘ ), 


<I set a waypoint on <So what may lask did 
the ship in case anything happen back there?> 
happened on the island. > 


<I think Keith 
should be the one to 
answer those.> 





And that’s what happened. 
Trace is probably at the tower 
now. They're preparing to take him back 


| know you don't think 
very highly of Keidran, but you 
were Trace's best friend! 


Didn't our travels together 
mean anything to you? 


Make things right?! 
He sold us out! 


Why are you defending 


him, he tried to kill you! How can 
you trust him after that? / | 


Keith... you 
betrayed us. 


What Keith did was 
wrong, but he's trying to 
make things right now! 


I'm sorry... | didn't 
want any of this... | just 
wanted to go home. 





‘Why would the Templar 
do that? Doesn't sound like 
the Templar | knew. 


that a Basitin? 


Oh, yeah, that's 
Vehra, Master Templar's 
personal pet 


Where can | get one 
of those? I've never heard 
of a Basitin slave 


This is all just a ruse, 
They're fooling the Basitins into 
lobotomizing themselves. 


v W 


But apparently after a 
while forcing magic makes 
‘em go soft in the head 
She used to be pretty 
skilled, but now she can hardly 
speak in full sentences. 


But | feel like I've 
heard this before. 


only one that | know 
of, She was a failed experiment 
The Master Mage found 
some way to give Basitins the 
ability to wield magic. 


That sounds exactly like 
the Templar | knew. 





Merr 


lerry 
Christmas) 
Get lucky! 





Yes! Using magic 


will slowly drive your 
people insane. I knew those 
Templar were up 
to no good! 












They won't listen to me! 


Until my trial, I'm still 
considered an outsider! 






You have to 
war them! 













Even if | do warn them, 
Basitin bureaucracy will prevent 
them from doing anything about 
it until it's too late. 










What can we 


But we have to do, though...? 


do something! 


And we still need 
to save Trace! 


Keith! You said that the 

Tower was incomplete, right? 

Was there any openings left 
in the outer wall? 


Keith, ifyou can 
Wha-? Well... yes. Last get us in there. 
time | saw it, there was a hole 
: I think | know how we can’ 
stil left in the side. Why? take down the Tower and 
save Trace at the same time! 


zz 





Completed Towers are 
very resilient to attack, 


‘a Wi = 
because its core is protected However, if the Tower wall is still 
by a strong crystalline barrier. incomplete, the core will be exposed. 


<So, if - and this is a big if- we can get into 

the castle courtyard, we then grab Trace, <Natani, you're our only magic 

‘snipe the Tower, and run for our lives.> user. Do you think you can hit the 
“Tower with a magicked arrow?> 


<I don't know how I feel 
about saving a human, but he's 
better out of Templar hands.> 
<I've only got one shot, 
but if you can get me up to it, 
I can take it out!> 


Alright, let me get a map. 
<O-oh, okay...» 





There are three bridges 
leading up to the castle. 
Acentral bridge, and 
two lesser bridges to the 
north and south. 


But getting across those 
bridges will be a lot harder 
without being detected, 
The castle side will 
be well defended 


You guys take the 
north and south bridges. 


They are out of the way 
and easier to cross. 


| will take the central 
bridge alone and draw 
their attention away. 


Reaching the bridges shouldn't 
be a problem. It's after curfew, and | 
don't hear any alarms going off. 
So they probably don't know 
\ we escaped the fire, yet. 


Thave to... even if destroying the 
tower means saving my people, | will still 
be marked as a traitor for aiding you 
| must face them alone, but at least 
I can serve as a distraction. 





Kat, | want you to 
ea prepine ship. Out ofthe question! 


‘What? No! I'm 
coming with you! 


It's dangerous enough 
as itis, and the less people 
out there the better! 
Now do as | say and 
help prepare the ship! 


If you don't see a flash 
of light from the tower in an 
hour, | want you to leave. 
Natani explained to 
me what you did for us. 


He explained to me about 
you Basitin and orders.. 
Although I'm still not sure if | 


understand... or forgive you yet for 
what you let happen to Trace... 


Well, it doesn’t matter now. 


All that matters now is stopping 
the Templar and getting Trace back. 


So let's get this over with. 
I'm going out now, you guys follow 
when the coast is clear. 





‘Oh, My Dear, we humans are 
not so different from you Keidran. 
We have both good and bad. 


just wanted to ask... 
You are a human... 


‘S-still! Risking your own 
life t-to save the Basitins... 
I've been told humans 
were heartless, b-but you're 
nothing like | expected. 


‘What the Templar 
are doing is evil! 


Because no Basitins 
means no Basitin women! 


And | can't let that happen! 


Many of us do not agree 


with the Templars. 


‘And | must do everything 
in my power to fight for what 
I consider to be right! 





av 
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Wha-? Well, uh, this 
just makes light out of mana. 
Why are you here? 


| thought you were 
going to stay on the ship? 


|- | decided to come But this is very 
with you. I'm not going to. dangerous! 
abandon Keith a-again, 
Ifhe’s doing this, 
then | will a-as well 


| Lalso owe the Basitin 


people a lot, f-for their hospitality. 
I must help anyway | can, 


You're better off on the 
ship where it’s safe! 


Not that it will make 
any difference now. 


You shoul listen to 
the human, Mongrel. 





‘There itis, the bridge! 
And the coast is clear. 
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You might as well give 
yourselves up now, for you have ‘Aw crap, it's the 


no chance of defeating me! | Musclehead General! 


Geh... Musclehead General?! 











Armed? Fah! 
What need do | have 
for weapons? 


Ah, don't worry, Flora. Itwould be shameful just 
We can take this guy. It doesn’t to scuff this armor in battle to the 
look like he’s even armed. likes of villains such as you! 


Atleast he isn't 
very bright! Eat steel, 
Musclehead! 


My body is the 
only weapon | need to 
achieve victory! 


insane by nature? 


-»0h crud... 
We're screwed. 





This doesn't look 
good. You better stay 
back, Laura... 


Looks like the vixen has abandoned 
you. Typical Keidran cowardice. 
Though in this case, she may 
have been wise to do so. 


could stop you right now, 
but | am old, and do not have as 
much fight in me as | once did. 
And I know you are 
no warrior either. 


We are both men of scholar, 
so | have a proposition for you, 


But if you cannot, you shall 
surrender, and tell me everything 
your friends are planning. 


Ifyou are able to tell me any § I suppose | do 
common knowledge | do not already much of a choice... fine, a 
know, | will allow you to pass. battles of minds itis. 





So you see! The Templar 
set you up! It's slowly 


driving you insane. I heal my elispiecions. 


that the Templar might have 
been trying something. 


So now you see why 
Ihave to stop them! 


You have to 
let me through- 


What? 
| told you everything! The Humans, 


The Templar... you know now. 
Nick, you should be 
helping me... 


I do what's commanded, even 
You have no right if | feel it's wrong. That is what it 
to call me that, Keith! means to be a Basitin. 
'm not broken like you. | 
cannot disregard the laws that 
have built our society, 


It's for the courts 
to decide what should be 
done with the humans. 
As for me, | must do as ordered 
by the king - and my orders are to stop 
you and your friends here. 














The capital of the 
Wolven Territories is— 


~Kare, population 
36,000. You'll have to do 
better than that. 


The first Great War ended— 


—on March 1* of the 
second century, 181 CE. 


Ifyou could call that 
pathetic skermish between you 
and the Keidran a ‘war. 


But that's not 
a general knowledge 
question, is it? 


-Is Adrian; after 
your grandfather. 


‘Are you prepared to 
surrender your friends yet? 





Fan Ac Exams 








Come will be postpone until next week. 
Spring break Filler soon after exans. 





S-stay back! 
I'm warning you 

M-my claws 

are sharp! 


You two are probably You'd better hope 
lucky it was me you faced your friends are having 
and not the other two. more luck than you. 


For all our sakes 





There! 
Don't worry, The courts 
will probably just have you 
two deported. 


<a 
| I, 
Those two should 
be saving Trace. 


Our laws are not 
cruel. Tough but fair 
is the Basitin way! 


Eh? Who are you? What 
do you know about it— 


Wait...there’s something strange 
about you... you're not Basitin... 


What are you? 





Well, is that all 


Ugh... this is 
hopeless... | can't 
outwit him! 


Kathrin? | told you 


to stay on the boat! Come on, Eric! There 


must be something you know 
that the old goat doesn't! 
Think! You're 
the smartest person 
that | know! 


aN 
A 
ZS ) There is one thing! ~—S 


‘ee 


| just couldn't! | had to 
see that you were okay! 


It's a subject | 
consider myself to be 
an expert on! 










This is something 
any Keidran breeder 


would know! 







During what time 
is a Keidran capable 
of having a child? 







Is that all? Surely you 
could have thought up something 
more perverse than that? 


What, did you think an 
old Basitin like me would know 
nothing about mating? 







Naturally! Our kind may not 


particularly care for the subject, 
but we aren't ignorant of it 


Conception happens 
during estrus, of course! 


Of course | a— 
er, wait, what? 


- 


Nol I-It can't be! How 
could | not know?! 


| figured you'd think | 
was trying to stump you with 
a perverse question. 


So instead, | came up 
with a trick question! 





You see, unlike Basitin, 
Keidran are only fertile a week 
after they've been in heat. 
It works that way because 
Keidran, unlike Basitin, use sex 
to get to know one another. 


If they are happy together, 
they will continue to be together 


even after their cycle has ended. 
It's common knowledge... 


Keith, it's over. 


Surrender before 
it's too late, 


I don't want 
to kill you. 


I... guess you're 
don't. right, Alaric... we've... made 


our decisions... 
You have free will. 


you have a choice! 


Ihave made my choice, 
Keith. | chose to stay on the 
path of righteousness 


You chose the path of 
rebellion. There's no tuning 
back now, Brother. 


Now we... erg... 


-have to live with it! 





No, the castle 'm standing on 
it was a trick! the section of the bridge 
| damaged...! 


If keep backing 
up, Ill ose him! 


Iwon't let 
you get away! 








You... saved me. 
You've... decided to 
go back to our side! 


Maybe | have been away from 
home for too long now, but | don't care 
about sides and politics anymore. 


| just don't want to see 
my friends hurt. Not Natani, not 
Trace, and not even you! 


m-maybe you're 
right. Maybe... the laws 
can be... wrong? 


No, I haven't! 


Don't you get it yet, Alaric? 
It's not about sides. 


| can't pull you up. 
I can't... hold on. 





Everything | did was 
for you, Keith 


Augh! Alaric, hurry. 
can't hold on. 


Just don't let go...! 


Keith, there's things I haven't 
told you... things | couldn't work 
up the nerve to tell you... 


Even my eye... | wanted 
you to be proud of me. 





T-this is terrible. 
Why would someone 

do something like this? Even 
in order to help u 


He didn’t deserve to 
die... not like this... 


Natani? D-did 
you do...? 


You alright? 
We need to go. 


| woke up just before 
you. He was like this. 


but whoever did 
do it was much more 
powerful than me. 


Hey! We don't 
have time for that! 


We have our own 
lives to worry about! 


We've got to 
get to the others! 





Wait here, Flora. 


I'll scout ahead. 
‘As an assassin, 
‘stealth and discretion 
are my speciality. 


[Oh, wait. ] 


[You're the wolf | 
talked to before. ] 


Remember me, from 
yesterday? I guess... you are here 
to save the human, yes? 


I've been stalking you. 


Also, as a lieutenant, 
| know what's happening 
around the castle. 
I would like to 
help you. 


|... have reasons. But 
I need a favor first. 


[Hey, who are you? } 


Ceo? 
=> 


[It's past curfew, and 


this is a restricted 


area! ] 


Erm... how would 


you know that? 


Ill look the other way... if you 
give Keith this note here. 





it's all in what I assume is Basitin 
Wow, that was a though with a... disturbing number 
close one, wasn't of hearts drawn on it... 
Hey! Don't open . 
that! Is not yours! 


‘You almost dropped the 
note! We don't want Keith to 
miss out reading this! 


He always seems unhappy, 
maybe settling down with a nice 
Basitin girl will do him good. 





Oh, hey! It's 4 ~) 
you guys. A , J 
3 e 
FF] 


‘Ah, good, you 
made it! We got held 
up by a general 


7 But Eric out- 
smarted him! 





Oh, whatever. 
I'l deal with the gay 
rumors later. 


Keith, can you 
hear me? 


Natani... 


.. [killed him... 


: Don't talk like that. | 
I've Killed them remember what you said 
my mom, my dad. . at the graveyard 

my best friend. \ \ 


They're all dead. 
dead because of me. 


Even if | could spare the We don't have time 
magic, healing wounds enough anyway. 
like this is beyond me. Wl carry him. 


Natani, is there ey 
anything you can} 


do for him? al 





Trace 
oth 


Ie 
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at must be it! 
he huge door’! 


TT LE 
, 
villains! 
Ge’ 


} x 
\ 5) 





AH PAN... thank you very 
much for bringing me the rest 
of your cohorts, Eric. 





You whelps have made 
a lot of trouble tonight. 


But now it's time 
for me to finish what | 
began at the tavern, 


|... thought you were still 
bed-ridden. You shouldn't be 
out here... in this rain— 


And what 
exactly was that, 
General? 


lam not yet too weak to 
stand with my men when 
the time calls fori. 





I've been hearing 
disturbing reports of your 
activities, General. 


Killing a fellow soldier... 
Burning down a Basitin tavern... 
Manipulating a legal trial 


What is making you 
act in such a way? 


Your Majesty! 


nine The General's judgement is 


being impaired by the magic. 


Basitin minds weren't meant 
to wield magical energy. 


It's been corrupting him, just 
as it will to all Basitin— 


Lies! Nothing but lies! 


He's working with the 
Keidran; trying to keep the 
magic to themselves! 
My mind has not 
been changed! 
My mind has never 
been clearer; my body 
never stronger! 


I'm averse to taking 
the word of an intruder. 


But I cannot ignore this 
unnatural behavior. 











‘eran 1 hour evo, aly retired home est right, around 


‘midnight, but | need more time to fins 


ish the next com 











In the meantime... 

















Here's Natani in a bikini. 











Until | can learn more 

about what's going on, | want 

these intruders detained and 
taken to the cells. 


They are too 
dangerous! We need 
to kill them now! 


An order... 
I... can't. 


™ ph, 
WS 
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& 
I... yes... mean, ) Js 
And | want you confined no... | can't... 


to your quarters as well 





Keep focus, children! 


Just continue holding him! 
He wont regain full consciousness 
if you maintain suppression. 


It is imperative we get 
Trace back to Human territory 
and restore his memories. 


We must find out what he 
discovered before he was taken. 
- 


There, finished. 
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N 
He and all his friends 
deserve to die! 
\ \s General, | gave you 
) a direct order to stop! 
\ 
ice! 


le 
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BC taecan! 








<Natani, the tower is <Erg, | see it...> 
feeding his powers!> ‘Fat lat of good it 
does us, though.> 


<And there's the 
vulnerabilty!> 


Eves, cot.» I could...> 


Very well! I'll give 
you your opening! 


<Keidran, are you saying 
the tower's causing this madness, 
and you can stop it?> 








I know, just 
a moment 


You'd better be right 
about this, Human! 


Alright, Arrow, I've 
given you everything 
I've got... now. 


Natani, you need 








Natani, | think you 
have another chance. 


You... you might be 


able to use my locket as 
a s-source of mana. 


‘Well with the way things 
It's... very important are going now, this won't do 
to me. |.. | was hoping you us much good, anyway. 
‘wouldn't have to use it. 


What? Why didn't you 
tell me that before? 


¢ Vil never get a clear 
shot so long as that idiot’s 
pinning us down! 


Got anything 
else that might- 


Laura? ...where 
did she go? 








The Templar should 
have put you down when 
they had the chance. 


You Humans are : won't let you hurt 
nothing but trouble! Flora... or... the others! 


You may have once 

7 been a skilled mage, but now 

you're just a child with power 
beyond your control! 


Don't think I'm 
afraid of you, Boy. 





Natani, now's our 
chance, do it! 























Er, yeah, everything 
seems to be back in the 
right place again... 


No! T-that wasn't a 
kiss. Nothing happened 
back there, nothing! 























That's not fair! Keith has 
a right to representation! 


He has a right to 
evidence for his trial! 












If you'd looked at the 
crime, you'd have seen Keith 
couldn't have done it! 










He wouldn't have had the 
strength to beat his mother to 
death or stab his father! 






How dare 
you speak ill of 
Cornelius! 


Corelius 
was a brilliant man 


a better man than 


€ 
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killed him! 














And it w 
ither was drunk at the ti- 





I didn't stand 
up to him, 


| wasn't strong 
enough back then. 


The old generals 
manipulated the system. 


So | did as well! 


But after that day, | set 
‘out to change things. 


..| hope you're still alive. 
I've made one last scheme... 


A practical joke on all 
those who were responsible 
for six years ago. 








THE0g MORNING) : 


$7” It's been over a month 
You need to get over this 
wanderlust of yours, 


"I'm so bored! 


haven't done anything), 
in four years! 


“Yeah, well, 
now it's over. 
So get used 
to it already. 


Wolves are attacking 
the village! They're trying 
to kill everyone! 





Ack! They're here! 


¢ 


& 





Alright, the rest 
of you are ne~ 


Damn it, why did 
it have to be them’ 


The only Humans | 
actually know... 




















Look... you guys 
should get out of here 
The others won't 
hesitate to kill you. 


T've been meaning 
to ask you, Raine. 


AA 
ne Wa Oy) 
.! 
‘About wha- hey! Qi 
: 
aN what are you doing 
with those? 
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rg my These are the shackles we 
first found you in, right? Why do 

h you keen them around? 
=I a 


Those beasts... | tell 
you, If| had my hands 
‘on one right now...! 


) \ 
7 \t seems weird to still 
wear something from your) 
y time in slavery. 











Maren, why are you even 
listening to this Keidran? 
Would you guys | say we run these 
hurry up? We don't \ beasts through, starting 
have all day! with this one! 

















Don't be an idiot! You're 
just one warrior and the rest 
of the town is lost. 


Your priority now should be to 
get these women to safety! 


Be grateful 'm actually 
helping you escape! 





Oh, can't you tell by 
the ears? We're family 
Sythe’s my father! 


Sythe, | always knew you 
were a coward, but now | see 
you're a traitor as well! 





N-no!! I'm not a traitor! 
| was just. they... uh, 





you antagonizing 
e Keidra 


A L i Because it's fun. 


Not only are you a And now Sythe 
you... mated with can't weasel out of 
one of these hairless apes?! coming with us! 


There's no need for 
, violence! We haven't done 
Hts a lie! | swear! ‘anything to you! Please 
She... she's five years 


older than me! 


Enough of this! 
Kill them all! 


What the-? 
Stop them! 





Urg... jeez, Raine, I didn’t know 
How about a little you knew magic! 
warning next time? 


don't! | mean, not really... 
My mother was the Grand 

‘Templar before Trace, and | 
inherited magic from her. 


—A 


But | never had any 
formal training. It usually 
happens by accident. 


We're only ten 
meters away from where 
we just were. 


Hey! They're 
right over there! 





Should we go They won't get far. 
after them? 


No, We still have 
orders to carry out. 
Mage, contact the 
others and tell them to 
send the assassin. 














I hope you haven't gotten 


Yes, we just received ; . 
rusty since your injury. 


news from the front. 


The traitor's name 
is Sythe. Apparently, he 
eloped with a Human. 


Unfortunately, he's also the nephew 
of someone important, so they want him 
returned alive if at all possible. 


Just make sure they're all 
silenced one way or another. 


Natani, where are 
you? Why can't | hear 
your thoughts. 











Zen, are you 
listening to me? 






Huh? Oh, right. 
No problem! 


and how many people 
do | have to kill? 





I've gotta get out 
of here... augh! 


Damn it, | can 
barely move. 


How long was | 
out? Did any of the others 
see me like this? 


Oh, come on! 
Why cover my feet 
and nothing else? 


Oh, one of you 
has finally woken up! 


So you were the 
‘one who-! 


Is there something 
wrong, Miss? 





It’s for privacy. Prevents... temptation. So... you don't 
know who | am? 
Many Basitin would be unwilling to receive 
treatment if there was a chance of being exposed. 
Many would also be unwilling if it were public 
.. knowledge that they needed help at all 


So, we hide our eyes and 
instead rely on our ears. 








Well, | can tell you're a Keidran But beyond that. | don't have 
And |... noticed you were female information about your identity. 
once | began examining you. 




















My Lord! 
This man is horribly 
disfigured! |. 


And no one else Not since they 
has been in here? brought you in. 


~_lt is refreshing to see a Keidran 
that values modesty. I... did not think 
it was possible for your kind 
"|, um... well, there's 
{more work to be done. 





Hey, wait! 


What about me? 
‘Am | prisoner here 
or something? 


Or... maybe? I'm not 
actually sure. | won't stop you 
from leaving this room. 
But | suspect those guards 
stationed at the exits are 
there to keep you here. 


With the king and her generals absent, the lieutenants 


To be honest... I'm not 
really sure what's going on. 


We haven't 
been getting orders 
recently. 


‘Anyway, | should go. 
Oh, we've set out 5 


some clothes for you 
on the table there. 


But for now it 

would probably 

be best for you 
to stay here. 





Okay, I'm all Hey, this isn’t 
! 

dressed! so bad! No, no, no! 

I can't wear a 

dress! / won't! 


Wewell you can't 
go around naked! 


This dress was the only 
thing we had on-hand that fit 
someone of your stature! 


it was made for 
Adelaide when she 
was younger. 


What happened to 
the clothes | was in? It's one floor 
down from here. Why 
do you ask? 


Uh... all the possessions 
from when you arrived were 
taken to the storeroom. 










| don't even know if he's 
alive! | don't know if any of 
my friends are okay! 


r ; 
wi 
= 
But | need to 
sure you and th 
are all health 


make 
little one y 
y first. 





| > But | don't know if they'd 
| allow a Keidran to. 


| As | said before, we 

| can't allow you to go into 
Please, | have other patients’ rooms. 
to find Trace! "~ T{( 
h 
Z 


Well... there are laws. 
that make exceptions for 
family or couples... 

> 


‘And there is only 
one room with a human 
in it; it must be his... 


—_. 


Mew? “Little One"? 
Who is that? 
aw 










Hey, you must 
the wrong per: 


have 
son! 
M( 
a 


I'm not pregnant! It 
wouldn't be possible, I've 
only been with Trace. 


Itwas probably some 


random Keidran you met 
along your travels. 


rain Wa 
‘Oh, I'm sorry. | jj 
thought you knew. 
| discovered you | 


were pregnant while | 
was checking you. 


No, | am certain 
I can hear a second 
heartbeat within you, 


PY But you're right, 
it's impossible with 
a Human... 


Well... | suppose 
it's not surprising that you 
don't know the father. 


From what I've heard 
about the Keidran... 


What are you 
implying?! 





Good. No With my stealth 
one in sight. skills, | should have 


What happened to you? 
You've been blocking me 
out since yesterday. 
‘And then your 
mind was gone 
until now. 


| thought something 
terrible had happened! 


Er, wait, no! Don't go 
through my memories! 
Stop! You shouldn't-! 


Things have just 
been crazy here lately. 
‘What with the tavern 
fire and the explosion... 


Fire? Explosion?! 


You kissed the 
Basitin?! 





Oh, its so nice to finally 
see my litle brother growing 
into a young woman! 


Ifyou weren't a 
thousand miles away 
V'd kill you! 


~ Oooh, Keith. You're so 
dreamy! | want to feel your warm, 
sandy fur against mine. ~ 


| was under a lot of 
stress, and... ng. 


Talking to your- 
self again, eh? 





Jeez, Keith... 
are you okay? 


Acalright, if 
you're sure... 


Hey, where are 
we anyway? 


We're being held 
in the far castle tower. 


It's been converted 
into a medical facility and 
holding area for us. 


The only way out is 
through the front gate — or 
down a long drop. 


Well, that's not 
good... but I've been in 
worse situations. 


I'm sure we can 
come up with a plan to 
break out of here. 





What do you mean 
you're not escaping? 


We can't stay here! 


Keith, that's not true! 
You can't just give up! 


And it's my fault. Just like Alaric, and my 
mother, and my father. | killed them all. 


| didn't say | was! 


| just have no reason to 
leave anymore. This place is 
my home, like it or not, 


I might have given it 
up again for Laura, but now 
that she’s gone. 


| will accept the consequences / Then perhaps 
of my actions from the new king you are in luck. 





Itis |.. Lynn, Do 
you remember me?, 


| have a document \ : ) ‘Yes, | was instructed. 
for you from my master. ff | I before his death to have 
General Alaric. \ it delivered to you. 


It's a legally signed Itwas originally going 
edict declaring you an. ss to be... given to you yesterday 
official Basitin citizen h [ after your trial, but, well 


} te at 24 Vil>\ 
spe» bane td Fo 


Too little, too late. ‘Well, that's.. a 
What's the point of depressing way 
having this when they'll to look at it. 
just take it away again 
once I'm executed? 


Everything works 
itself out.. eventually. 





Could what the 
Basitin said be true? 


‘Am | really..? 


What would Trace 
say if | am? Would he 
think | had...? 


No, the Basitin 
must be wrong! I can’t 
\ be pregnant. 


It's impossible. 
Keidran and Humans 
have lived together for 
centuries. It would have 
happened before if it 
could have. 


been confused by my 
Keidran anatomy. 


In here is the 
room of the Human. 
Please be brief. 


Trace? Are 
you alright? 


Hello, Flora! Trace % 
isn't here, but you're 
welcome to stay! 








But what about the Sorry, Trace. | could 
others? Are they here? only make... one trip 


4 It took most of my strength 


to carry you back, and the rest 
to heal your wounds. 


When the tower exploded, 
it drained and consumed all the 
magic on the island. 


Unfortunately, we dragons 
are creatures of magic. It fed on my Now that I'm sure 
life while | was looking for you you're okay, | must sleep... 
for a very long time. 





If 'm the only one here, Flora 
and the others might still be in Well, | can just. 
danger. | have to go back. huh? | can't. 


Oh... long 


Magic has been disrupted 
throughout the island as a result 
of the tower's destruction. 


I'm afraid you're 
without your powers 
|. for the time being. 


Trace... | know you want 
to help them, but... maybe you 
could stay here for a while? 


Atleast until | fall asleep... 


It would be safe here, and 
I'd feel better if | wasn't going into 
this long sleep alone... 


Not while my 
friends need me. 
Magic or no 
magic, I've gotta 
find them. 


.l'm sorry, Nora, 
I'd like to help, but | just 
can't sit here and wait 


| understand, 
Trace. 





Looks like your 
escort has arrived, 


Please get dressed, 
your trial is scheduled 
to begin shortly. 


<Stay where you 
are, Keidran!> 
<These are 
Basitin affairs.> 


I'd lke to have 

the Keidran as my 

confidant, so that he 
may sit in during 


<Hey, wait a minute!> 
<Where are you going, 
Keith? I'm coming too!> 


<Your kind are 
not welcome.> 


‘Are you sure about that? 
Having a Keidran there will not 
help your case at all, 


Well, to be honest, | 
don't care what any of 
them think anymore. 



























































Actually, | didn’t 
really want you to come 
along at all 


But | figured you 
wanted to get away 
from the others. 


Well, you know, 

what with you sort of. 

broadcasting your gender 
by scent right now... 


I'm glad you 
convinced these idiots 
to bring me along. 


So, what do you want 
me to do? Defend your 
case or something? 


N-no, that’s 
impossible! 


The other Basitin 
won't know a Keidran’s 
gender by scent. a 
And our friends won't 
be allowed in the castle. 
ll be safe for a while 


Oh... thank you, Keith. 


My scent's supposed ‘s 4 
to be magically sealed! 
How was it dispelled?! 
i 





This trial is a farce! 


Keith Keiser was 
helping the Basitin people by 
destroying that tower! 


There is no evidence of 


\ this “corruptive force.” 


And it doesn't change 
the fact that Keith Keiser dis- 
obeyed a direct order. 


Enough. It's time 
for the boy to speak 
for himself. 


twas corrupting 
all who used it! 


That order was never legal! 


Keith was only required to 
bring the Templar to regain his 
citizenship, nothing else! 


Alabaster was out of 
his mind when he ordered 
that assassination! 





Keith Keiser, for the second We five have been chosen 
time you stand before this court to determine your guilt, if any, in 
accused of a heinous crime. accordance with Basitin law. 


You are charged 
with the following: 


Disobeying a direct order 
from a superior... trespassing on 
royal grounds... destroying royal 


property... committing treason 
against the Basitin government. 
and breaking curfew. 


Then I, Alabaster, hereby 
bring this court to order. 


...son of the 
Jam Lieutenant late General 
Alabaster... LF \ Alabaster. 





| see you've brought the 
Keidran with you as well... the one 
you were ordered to kill 


‘Are you mocking us 
by flaunting your disregard 
for the law in here? 


No, | had no 
‘legal precedent’ 


| didn't follow 
the orders because... 
I couldn't do it. 


No, of 
course not. 


Then tell us, Young 
Man, why exactly did you 
disobey your orders? 


Did you have a 
legitimate reason? A 
legal precedent? 


That Keidran, Natani, 
is the closest thing | have 
toa friend right now. 


There's no way 
| could kill him. 


Our predecessors should 
have seen this coming. 


What does my 
mother have to do 
with anything? 


The boy's just too 
much like his mother. 





Oh please 


This trial is going to 
be long enough without} 
ahistory lesson. Let's just get 


Knowing Keith's lineage 
may explain why he has caused 
so many problems for us. 


$0 easily because he has 
no compulsion! 


My mother was $ 


' a legal citizen! 


con with it! 


Ifit has relevance 
on the case, I'd like 
to hear about it! 


‘When my father died, his belongings 
were passed down to me - including 
several personal documents. 
The contents of some 
were... revealing... 


Keith Keiser, your 
mother, Cathleen, was 


Wha-?! Really? 





No, its the truth. Your father kept it hidden, forging 
papers after conceiving an illegitimate offspring - you. 


But the secret couldn't be kept forever. When 
Tumor spread, your father confided in mine. 








I need to leave 
\ this place, Albion, 


What are 
you talking about, 
Cornelius? Leave 





Baa I'm going to leave the = 
island... with Cathleen. EY Suspicions about her origins 
f/ have been growing. Any day now 
I'll be questioned, and | won't be 
able to answer falsely. But. 


Listen to yourself! 
Leave the island?! 


It's the drink talking, 
you can't be serious! 


You'd be disgraced! 
Forever labeled a traitor! 


7 it matters not. | : No... can't let him 
be disgraced either destroy himself! Not for 


At least this way, | will not a Western harlot! 


implicate her or Keith 


He is a weak boy, 
but I've done all | can 
to toughen him 


i 





= Let go of me! Agaagaahph! > 
D> 





So Keith Keiser is a 

Westerner, and Alabaster 

was responsible for what 
happened. 


But what does 


that mean in regards 
to this trial? 


It also gives motive behind 
my father’s recent actions. 


Manipulating Keith's orders, 
burning down a tavern. 
It shows how 
Keith is able to act 
independently. 


My father hated Keith for what 
he was, and for killing Cornelius. He 
was willing to go to any lengths to 

However. x get rid of him for good. 


Keith, are you 
alright? What did 
they say? 


Agreed, We will return 
after the counsel has had 
time to deliberate. 





The whole ship is — 
crawling with Basitins. 


~ | told you we should 
have taken off when we 
<\ had the chance! 


What were we It's a shame about 
supposed to do? Kat, | know. But 


The control spells are 
gone, | can feel it. 


If we just took 
the ship and left... we 
could be free! 


We couldn't just 
abandon everyone 
on the island. 


7 Yes, we've cleared The only things left are 


the ship. Everything has those two Keidran talking 
been accounted for. under the floorboards. / 





Alright, Mike. Here’s the 
plan... we just play it cool, expla 
ourselves, and maybe they pon’t kill me! 


Let me go! | know 
you're holding Trace some- 
where! Get off of me! 


I'm innocent, 
I swear! 
Hiding in here was 


the dog's idea! Take 
him instead! 


Bring the other 
two in here. 


The Basitin government has acknowledged your status as slaves, 
and has determined that you cannot be held responsible for 
actions forced upon you. You are therefore to be expelled from the 
island. You have one hour to make ready to leave. Your ship will 
be escorted out of Basitin territory, and then you will be free to go. 





Trace! 


NOY” did you hear that? \L ZZ 
We've been set free? 
I'm not going SSN 
anywhere without ) V2} 


‘Well, guess 9 


I'd better hoist 
the sails! 


If you refuse to leave, = 
you will be trespassing and Vi raise 
your lives will be forfeit. the anchor! 





Well, what do you 
expect us to do? You heard 
him! They'll kill us! 


but fighting 


against the Basitins 
would be suicide! 


‘Well... | don't know. 
but the least we can do 
is buy some time, 


Oh, come on! Aren't 
you two the men in this 
group? Man up! 


Maybe they have a 
point, Flora... what can we do? 
None of us are fighters. 


And why 
should we? 


We've got a chance 
for freedom, and | for one 
am not giving it up! 





Our control spells are 
gone. We hold no loyalty 
towards Eric anymore. 


So why should we risk 
our lives and our freedom just 
to satisfy your... your. 


Ido not have a 
“human fetish"! 


|... lean't ask 
you to just give up 
your freedom. 


| have painful memories. 
of my own escape attempts Wait, wait, wait... 
when | was a slave. 


“When you were a slave?” 
I can understand the You're not one now? Isn't that 
desire for freedom. 7 Templar guy your master? 














Huh? A Keidran 
No! Of course not! and a Human... 
I'm a free Keidran! Trace 
and | are... together. 


(Okay, maybe | have 
atiny human fetish...) 


I've never heard of such a No, of course he does! 
relationship before. Does he feel At least, | sure hope so.. 


the same way about you? 
‘After what | last 


Oris it a one-way said to him, though. 
thing, like with Kat? 


If Eric comes back, you must 
swear to make that Human of 


And he's a powerful 
ind he's a powerful yours buy our freedom. 


Human, right? Templar? 


Hmph... alright, look. I'm 
not going to fight Basitins, no 
matter what. That's for sure! 


But | can see now why 
you want him back so badly. 
And I'm not heartless. 


| might be willing to try 
stalling as best I can, 


..On one condition! 








There's a passage at 
the back of the cave which 
leads to an old mine. 


If you stay left, 
itl lead you right 
to the shore. 


There's... you knew | was going to! 
about that all along? 
Why didn't you 
tell me before | nearly 
ran off the cliffs? 


But you were in such a 
hurry to abandon me, | figured 
you could find your own way 
off the mountain! 


alright. | know, you have new 
Well, | didn't... companions now. | can't expect 
you to forsake your friends for. 


| didn't mean it to ‘ 
someone you don't remember. 


come across like that. 


My mind was focused 
on Flora and the others. 


But | honestly did not 

mean to hurt your feelings. | 

didn’t even know a dragon's 
feelings could... er.. 





Trace? Why are 
you still here? | told 
you the way out, 


How long does 
this “long sleep” 
usually last? 


I might not remember, 
butit seems like you were an 
important part of my past. 


I think I'd regret it 
if | didn’t stay, at least 
for alittle while. 


Wait, | changed 
my mind! 





Feith Keiser, you have 
committed serious crimes 
that we cannot ignore. But the means at which 
you achieved it cannot go 


You may have been 
without consequences. 


acting in the best interests 
of our people when you 
destroyed the tower. 


However... we must also 
acknowledge that these are 
unusual circumstances. 


We are prepared 
to render judgement. 


However, this 
leniency does not extend 
to the outsiders! 


In lieu of recent. 
revelations, | am prepared 
to grant you leniency. 


rather than a 


your citizenship will simply 
not be reinstated. 


You are once again banished 
from these islands; this time, without 


You shall be escorted 
out the way you arrived, along 
with the Keidran slaves, 


Therefore, your companions 
are sentenced to death. 


An attack on 


our people cannot 
J y) é be forgiven, 
hn y 








Take the 
Keidran away. 


And escort the 
exile to the docks. 


You haven't 
given them a trill 


A tower for the good of J) 
EE the Basitin people! _/ 
7 < 


hat should count _ a 
\ for something! 


Don'tyou 
have any minds 
of your own?! 


<What's going on, 
Keith? Grr... let go!> 


We are not 
obliged to give trials 
to outsiders. 


Under the law, destruction 
of government property is a 
crime punishable by death 


this still part 
of the trial? 





The laws were made to help 
us govern ourselves... butit's J] 


(| 
B 


\\ been left to rule on its own 
7 Somewhere along \ 
the line, it's been twisted 
into... scripture! 
id it's used as an 
excuse not to think. 


I've had to see my 
family and friends die 
from this mind-s 


but | can't stand by 
and watch it happen 
anymore! | won't! 


@ 
> ( 


‘Guards! Take 
them away! 


——_— 


> 


NG Don't move! 


BF mrnstine 
a 

\— al 
= 


| J 








dramatic enough? 


Iwas tod to makes 


<a pe) 


This is an active WY 
courtroom. Get out 
of he— ERK! “ 


y_\ynnhas informed me that 
he has important information in 
regards to this trial. | am here 

to ensure that it gets heard. 


Yes. 


Ihave a document written 
by the late General Alaric. 


















My Lady, 


you're okay! The healers feared | would 


succumb to my illness without the 
healing properties of the tower. 





\ 4) 


We were told you'd \ 
been fatally wounded! 








They were quick to assure 
everyone | had been killed in the 
blast, to ensure my death would 

be considered “honorable.” 


Tragically, | survived. 


Yes, I'd been told that 


as well. | chose to ignore 
a continue living 


In fact, | feel stronger 
than I have in years. 


Which leads me to suspect 
that my “illness” may not have 
been entirely... natural. 


| appreciate your 
enthusiasm, Aster. 
















If this is true... this 
is a call for war! 


‘And it's all the more reason 

why these outsiders should be 

executed! Nothing good comes 
from people of other lands! 






But you do not 
have the authority to 
make that judgement. 







i aw 
kids stop ar 
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“Don't have 
the authority?” 


Your Highness, a lot has 
changed since you were injured 
If you are not awar 


All three of our generals have been killed, 
my father included. Alaric's body is stil being 
recovered from the bottom of the gorge. 


Since the power vacuum, nearly every 
officer on the island has been competing 
to determine who should fill the void. 












So far, | have defeated all challengers for 





the honor of ascending to the position of ws 
general, so that | may preside over this trial 
Tell me, who has greater authority Zz 


to rule over these matters than I? 


According 
to Alaric, that 


‘Oh, but that's just not true. 
y _ Isthis a joke? 
Keith Keiser has no 
rank or ttle. 


When Alaric discovered 
‘Alabaster’s manipulation, he granted 
Keith's citizenship himself. 


Basitin to return from the outside world, 
Alaric decided his experience would 


That's not how it works! | think you underestimate 
our wayward brother. 


Rank is not something you're 
y handed! It can only be earned through But you are correct. 
strength of body or will of mind! 


ee 
co 


—S 


The law states rank 
[can only be eamed through 
succession or combat. 


‘What... th 
that doesn't 





| won't accept it! 


That challenge cannot be 
al considered legitimate! No one 
witnessed it happen! 


Yip ~ 
Yes, | was asked to Yi <Excuse me, 
cument everything. | Confused Wolf. 


gave it to the wolf | ~<Do you happen to 
[{ sti have the document 
you were given?> 


<I have no 
“document."> 














[Z 
S 
hi 


<Well, unles: ‘N 
mean this th Can't you people see 
what's going on? Alaric is making 


you 
ing.> 
a mockery of our government just 
jj to get Keith into power! A 





On the 28th of August, Year 482, |, Lieutenant Madelyn 
essed a duel between Keith Keiser and 


and it was awesomel You should have 





No, | cannot 
allow this! 


Alabaster 


abl 
You can't challenge 
the boy while he's injured. 
i Itwouldn't be valid. 


You're telling me this runt... this bastard 
Besides, he's child of a Westerner... the boy who helped 

not taking away murder my father just yesterday, is now 
your position. f going to represent our entire civilization 


No, Alaric knew 
/’ General Keiser would be 
challenged immediately, and 
decided he would be better 
suited to fulfil a new role, 
as ambassador. S 
He will hold authority over </ Your Highness, 
all foreign matters - including \ how can you stand there 
the fate of the outsiders. 71 and allow this? 


However, if you feel so strongly 
opposed to my decision, you're more 
than welcome to challenge me. 


ecause | happen to agree. 
Our society cannot remain isolated 
forever. The outside world is being 
stirred up more every day. 
Perhaps an ambassador 
is just what we need. 





- ZIT] 


| submit to the 


The day you were banished, Alaric devoted himself to avenging you. 
He drafted hundreds of documents that exploited every loophole in 
the system. It was the very reason he became a general. He was 
obsessed with bringing you back, and the idea that those who had 
cast you out would one day be forced to acknowledge you. 


But. 
do all this for me? 


There. You see? 
| told you everything 
would work out. 


I don't 
understand. 


Though I'm sure 
he hoped it wouldn't 
come to this. 
Do you think this 
is the only document 
he had made? 


Because you were 
his friend, and he wanted 
to see you happy. 


VA 








Ugh, my back. 
Getting pounced on by a 

dragon... I'll never complain 
when Flora does it again 


‘Speaking of Where is that 


Flora, | have to g passage? Is this 
back to her. : the... huh? 





Its that girl from 
the tavern. How did 
she end up here? 


‘She was in your arms when 
found you, but | don't know why. 
Maybe you tried to save her. 


| took care of her external 
wounds, but internally, she is 
slowly bleeding to death, 


I didn't know who she was. It wouldn't 
have mattered anyway. No amount of 
medicine can heal those injuries. 


The best thing | could do 
for her is induce sleep. Her death 
will be slow, but painless. 


Why didn't you tell me 
she was here from the start? 
She needs a doctor! 


No... there must be something 
I can do! She's still alive. If | 
could just use my magic. 





I'd only need 
touse a iittle 


But what else am | 
supposed to do? | can't 
just leave her to die! 


You can't use 
that power again! 


Trace, every time you 

use that power, you draw from 

your own lifeforce. That magic 
always comes at a cost. 


It will destroy you! 


And if you take her 
back to the Basitin, they'll 
only kill you as well 


You must learn to accept 

that sometimes death is inevitable, 

or you will be destined to return to a 
path you've travelled before, 


Please... don't 
sacrifice yourself 


I don't intend to 


get myself killed But | remember enough 


of yesterday to know she 
risked her life for me. 


| couldn't live with 
myself if | didn't try to. do 
the same for her. 





What should | do? 


Why do you 
keep helping me? 
Iwant to save 
her... but what if 
Nora's right? 


Five years ago, when | was captured by a group of wolves while 
trying to find my fiancé. They were going to sell me into slavery, 
but then... you came. You slaughtered them all... but spared me. 


You said | wasn't one of them, 
at | reminded you of “her 


Ngb... can you 
help me find a Basitin 
named Keith? 


At the tower... from 
the Basitin... and even the 
first time | saw you. 


That was a different me 
| just want to help. 





I don't mind talking. The pain is 
not great. I'm just afraid if | fall 
asleep now, |... might not. 


You shouldn't 
be talking so much 
You need to conserve 

your strength. 


You mentioned you 
were captured by Keidran? 
Why would Keidran enslave 

their own kind? 





Ngh... you reallly have no memories, eh? 
It's a common practice in the slave trade. 


O_@) 
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Humans aren't technically allowed to cross 
— the border to hunt for slaves... erg... so they 
hire wolves or dogs to do the job for them. 













We foxes are a 
common target. 















And it's not as 
though Keidran don't 
have their own slave 
trade as well. 







Most Keidran races 
don't hold any more loyalty 
towards each other than they 
do towards humans. 








They do? | 
had no idea 


Don't worry, we 


Flora, the guards say find tee Cocpotal 


our time is up! We can't 
stall any longer! 


‘Ah? Weapons?! 
None of us know how 
to use a sword! 


Flora, | told you, we're not fighting 
the Basitins, And you can't take on 
the whole army by yourself! 


Excuse me! Sorry for interrupting 
your assault, but I've just been informed that 
your friends have been released. 


They'll be here shorty 














The slaver | can understand, 
and maybe even the Keidran Spy, 
but releasing the Templar? 


| saw the chains and the 
look in his eyes, and I'm inclined 
to believe that. He was a man 

> possessed by evil magic. 


You saw all the destruction he 
caused first-hand! He cannot be 
allowed to go unpunished! 


We've just received word 
that a human has been spotted 
on the outskirts of the city. 


Uh... no, just escort him 
to the ship, | guess. 
<1 








Soy an ayo 
boyfriend out there? 


..and then they 
just started leaving 


' have no idea why, 
but it seems like they’ 
ut i ike they're Seems like 


letting us go now. , / 
rh : he’s leaving too. 


Zen, If you use that 
word one more time I-! Hey! 
Where's he going?! 


I don't have time 
to explain! Just get to the 
ship. | have to go! 


But my... | can't! 
J the others would... Arg! 
Get back here! 








so what 
do I do now? 


fair, | didn't 
‘expect it 
| from you, 
Woah! Hey, | \ either> 
Nat, who's the huge 
Basitin lady? 


That's probably the “King” 
| mentioned earlier. Didn't expect 
him to be a woman, eh? 

















Wewhat do 
you mean? I'm 
totally a guy. 


So, erm... | don't 
suppose you're going 
to tell anyone? 


Keidran culture is 
something we do not make 
\\ efforts to understand, and | 
feel it is a shame 
Is there a reason 
why you pretend 
to be male? 


> 
Really? Your scent 
suggests otherwise, but 
I could be mistaken. 
Our noses are not as 
sensitive as yours. 


Er, yeah! 
you must be 
mistaken. 


Atleast that's what I'd say if 
I didn't already know four females 
were treated at the infirmary. 
It's not that hard to figure 
‘out we're missing one. 


— \\/ But | am 
\y curious. <| 
A 
=N 


E> 
LR tay | 
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I'm not pretending! 
but... i's a long story. 


Y Well, perhaps you can tell me 
And perhaps | might be too busy to 
correct the error in our records. 





Look, Laura! 
We're almost there! 


Erg... not sure how 
long | can keep going.. 


She's getting heavy. 


Strange though... | 
don't feel her weight at all 
through my left arm... 


-..she's not going 
to make it, and | can't 
help her at all. 

I'm sorry, Laura 


It's all my fault. | should 
be able to do more. 


Don't live with regret. | 
{spent my whole life dwelling on. 
what could have been. 


1 wouldn't wish it 
on anyone else 


Ngh... | only hope 
I did not cause the same 
feelings of regret for— 





Get a cart! She 
needs to be taken 


to the infirmary! 


You're hurt. 


/ \mglad... youre \ O- 
\ okay. | was worried. 


And so are you. They'll 


I don't know. She 
has internal injuries. |. 
I can't heal them. 


fix you, | know they can. You 


just have to hold on. 


I'm so happy to be 
with you again... | feel like 
I can finally... rest. 





No... Laura, you're 
fine. You're fine! 
everything's 
okay now... 


| shouldn't 
We can finally be \ - have waited. 
happy... please. But we can still 


go back... to the way 


I'm sorry... I'm sorry things were. 


| asked for more time. 


When you wake up, 
we'll be together again. 





__ TwokinpS — 


(@ieyocoe Thirteen 





EMBARKING AGAIN ey ae * 


Phew... | think we 
finally lost them! 


Erg... damn 
Keidran! 


Excuse me! 
You've ruined 


verythinal In case you've forgotten, 


your people just burned 
down our entire village! 


I've been labeled 
a traitor! | have no way 
to get home now! 
All because 
of you guys! 


Our home has 
been destroyed! 


Yeah, that's 


fight! In fact. ‘Cuyal Sip 
What's to stoy ighting! 
us from gutting you 


right now, Wolf? 


He tried to help us, 
remember? We should 
be working together! 





Work together? 
With a wolf? Feh! 


Its not like there's, 

anything we can do for him, 

anyway. We're going inland, 
away from the Keidran 


He can go 
where ever he wants 
for all | care! 


it was just 
‘a suggestion! 


H-hey... guys! 
There's... a lot of. 
well, just look! 


Besides, now that 
we're at war with the wolves, 
traveling around with a wild 
one isn't a good idea. 
Though | suppose 


we could pretend he's 
our slave 


Oh, forget it! 
Let's just go! 


Maren! He's 


1\% stranded! 


‘Oh, thank the gods! 
It's the Templar! 


We're saved! 





Don't worry, Citizen, 
you're safe now. 
We Templar shall not 
stand idle while wolves 
prow! at our borders. 


Hey! We need help! 


Our village was 
attacked by Keidran, 
just down the road! 


Tell me your names 

and I'llbe sure you and other 

refugees have a place to stay 
in the next town over, 


‘Oh, well, | am Maren \] 
Taverndatter and this 


is my sister, Karen 


Excuse me, Sir, but 
that wolf is not a slave! 


He is a nephew of the 


Grand Duke, and a known 
member of the wolf army! 


I'see now... you 
‘A... Keidran aren't refugees you're double- 
Templar?! at all... agents harboring a 


Keidran spy! 


You... you 
blood traitor! 





Don't jump to 
conclusions! 

There... there could be a 
perfectly reasonable explanation 
for why we're traveling with a 

Keidran soldier. 


Traitors 
stop them! 
\ ~J4y~ 
VACA, { 


; 


No... let them go. 


We must continue 
‘our mission. 


7 Master Seer? But 
\ they may be spies, 


They are of no 
consequence. Continue 
the march 4 


: - 


Alright men, ) Have... you 
let's keep— been there this 
whole time? 


Its... rather 
{ awkward knowing I've 
been... riding you 





chasing us? 


They're probably 
sending our description 
Alright, | think N to nearby towns. 


we got aways They know we have 


no where else to go! 


Where are we 
going to go now? 
Not only do we 
have no home... now the 
Templar are after us! 


‘Oh, poor you... 


How tragic that 
you're now in the same 
situation as me. 


Hey, | stuck my 
neck out for your sake! Hey! | know 
But killing you and a place where 
claiming you coerced us is Id like to we can go! 
still an option, Furball see you try! 


Please, not 
again you guys! 





Lyn'knoll? 


assure you, it's 
I've heard the story areal place! 
before. That village is just 
a myth, though! 


I lived there with 

my mother for quite a 

while during the new 
‘Templar regime. 


What's a 
“Lyn’knol”? 


4 You can't tell anyone \. 
Heck if! know. ( about it! They were nice to 
I've just heard it's a my mother and me, and | 
secret vilage hidden some- can't betray them! 
where that's home to both 
our kind and Keidran, 


‘Oh yeah, | 
remember. 
There's a huge bounty 
offered by the Templar 
for its location 


Alright, relax! 


I was just sayin’... well, 
what do you guys think? 


It's going 
to be a long 
walk. 
I guess we don't 
have much of a choice. 
might as well. 


‘And | suppose the 
furball can tag along 
if he wants... 








Oh, nothing, 
nothing. 
I don't know why 


I'm crying, I'm just... 
so relieved. \ 


I knew you'd 
be alright, but... a 
part of me. 





Ah, Trace! | was so afraid 
I'd never see you again! 






| couldn't stand thinking 
our last time together would 
be during an argument! 







Eeergh! 
Flora, Flora! 
Claws... my back! 


Nee 
= 
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My hand... | forgot, 
Maybe we should get 


back to the ship and talk. 


How interesting... 
Thank you for sharing 


your story with me. \ 
I can see now why \\ 


you'd be uncomfortable 
with the way you are. 
But have you ever 
considered that strength 
and femininity do not 
necessarily have to be 
mutually exclusive? 


Ah, that is 
unfortunate. 


You're king of the Basitin! 
Here, it’s just your ability that But if 'm not 
matters to your people. mistaken. 


It's not the same 
with Keidran... or at 
least us wolves. 


It doesn't matter how strong 
you are; if you're born a woman, ‘You are no longer 
that's all my people ever see. . among your people 


Ah. 
Ihave enjoyed this 
discussion, but | am afraid | must 
get back to my duties. 

I'll make sure 
you're seen out. 


Guardsman, we've 
finished. Please see Natani 
back to his ship. 





found gloves 
for you, Mr. Trace, 
as you asked, _ I'm glad you've 
returned to us other- 
wise unharmed, 


Eric! He's 
ka coming! 


Thank you, Kat 


And | keep 
telling you, just Heehee! Sure 
“Trace’ is fine! thing, Mr. Trace! 


Trace, are you 
sure you're alright? 


Don't worry, Flora 


I'm fine! I'm... sure 
it's nothing a little healing 
can't fix, in time. 


‘Oh, and Natani SEI Great. 
too. Eric! Eric, can “Master’ survived. 
you see me?! 


Let's just hope 
Stripes holds up her 
end of the bargain. 





It looks like pretty 
much everyone's here. 


I've heard we're departing soon. 
‘Are we missing anyone? Where is 
Keith, and the lovely Ms. Laura? 


Let's just 
get inside. I'l 
explain. 


Ihad hoped we'd 
all gotten out of this 
unscathed. 


not here? 
gave her to Keith, 
but I'm not sure where 


he went after that. Asay 


n 





‘Oh, sorry Natani. Tt <Here, Natani, 
Flora, do you think lll help translate 
you could...? for y... huh?> 


<Odd,.. something 
smells... strange...> 


<Gah! What is that? 
Are you wearing cologne? 
It's burning my nose!> 


<Heheh, yeah, |.. 

accidentally spilled a bottle 

of perfume on myself before 
| was sent back here.> 


just... translate from over there, 
while | stand outhere.> 4 


<As much as | appreciate 
Kingy’s perfume, I'm not going 
to put all my trust in it> 


Mister Trace... 
is Keith going to be 


returning here? | 


I don't know, 


Kathrin, We'll have to wait 


and see, but... I'm not sure 
he’s coming back. 














Alabaster. 
You'll be pleased to kn 
that I've petitioned the King 
for leave of the island 





Hmph. there you are Kei— 
General Keiser. | should have 
known you'd still be here. 





4 I'm aware. I've 
ca already advised Her 
Majesty against it. 
Cts 
a = 
1 
I thought you of 


all people would want 
to see me gone. 


Or are you just 
objecting to any action 
I take out of spite? 


And that title is 
“Ambassador” isn't it? 


It's my job to visit 
other nations— 


At the behest 
of your king! 
Not because 


you want to escape 
No, it’s not spite. your problems! 


You don't deserve 
your title, but it's done, 
and | accept it. 


Keith, You can't just fold and 
Tun when life gets hard 







Your experience 
living among outsiders was 
what got you that title. 


Experience our people 
are going to need if recent 
events with the Templar are 
a sign of things to come. 
























Her Majesty decided 
to approve your leave, 
against my counsel. 














Regardless, it's ‘ pi 
not my decision, / T hope one day 
you find where you 


Here. 
mas really belong 


We... we've 
finished. 


The ship is finished being 
resupplied and... everything else 
was done as you asked. 


The men tried the 
best they could to adhere 
to Keidran ritual. 


im sorry Yes, I'm sure. 


for your loss. | have to bring 
Laura back, 


I know this is a 
difficult time, but we are 
your people. |... we could 
help you through it. 


Are you sure you want 
to leave so soon? 


Um... General 
Keiser... Sir? 





| understand, Sir. 


He's not coming 
back, is he? 


Hmph, we should 
be so lucky. 


Astorm is 
brewing in the north. 
There may soon come 
a time when we will be the 


i ones to come to him. 
Don't be so sure 


we've seen the last 
of our wayward kin 





Look at all this stuff 
the Basitins gave us! 


Well... ‘gave Keith’ anyway. 
I suppose they want to show 
support for their General. 


Ah, here's 
the manifest. ‘Aw... I'm hungry. 
Let's see... 100 kg of food | didn't get to eat anything 
200 litres of water before we set saill 
3 crates of wine 


Weapons, armor, 

clothing... formal 

ankle coverings? 
Various tools and 
supplies, medicine, 
lamp oil, and spices. 


Kat, get out 
of the food. 


We've got plenty of 
our own supplies without 
taking from Keith's! 


Come on, let's 
see if the others are 
ready for dinner. 





_TWOKINDS _ 


Chapter Fourteen 





What do you 
mean ‘no’?! 


I'm sorry, Flora. | 
told you, I'm not willing 
to release them. 


They stuck their 
neck out for you! 





They could have 
easily taken this ship for 
themselves and ran when 
the Basitins said so. 


But they didn't, They 
risked their freedom for 
you and the others! 


Flora, | can’t just 

release a slave every 

time he does what he's 
supposed to do, 


Again, | apologize, 
but you knew what 
business | was in 
when you agreed to 
come aboard. 





Alright, if 
it just business, 
then fine! 


Flora... even if 
| intended to sell... 


I know Trace 
doesn't have enough 
on hand to afford even My answer has 
one of them to still be no. 


Oh, alright, 
Wait up! 


I can't believe you! 


You actually had me 
fooled for a while into thinking 
you really did care for Keidran 

in your own weird way. 


But you really 
are just a perverted 
hypocrite! 





Hey! Calm down, 
[4 Evals! You're going 
to hurt yourself! 


‘Calm down?! 
Why should 1? 
For the first time 


in four years | can finally 
think for myself again! 


There's no magic 
constantly controlling 
my every action! 


But any day now 
Eric's going to figure it 
out and put it back, and 
welll lose our chance 
for freedom forever! 
So how can 
you be so calm?! 


What? So are 
you saying you enjoy 
being a slave? 


No! You know | 
don't, It's just... it's 
more complicated. 


Evals, it’s 
different for me! 


Iwas born into 
slavery. Unlike you, | 


don't have any place 4 
to go back to! it's not complicated 


at alll You'd just come 
back with me! 





You don't 
understand! 


| can't just run out into the wilderness to live 
among wild Keidran. | have no survival skills. | 
don't know Keidran customs or traditions. | can't 
even speak the Keidran language very welll 
| would not survive! 


Well, 'm sorry to burst 
your bubble, Mike, but your 
dream’s a fantasy, 


Humans and keidran living 
together will never happen. They'll 
never accept us as equals 


So you'd better make 
up your mind who's side 
you're on, and soon... 


I've lived my whole 
life among humans. 


Human cities... human 
music... human foods... 
it’s all I've ever known. 


The life of a Keidran. 
living on the land in a tribe. 
it's entirely foreign to me! 


1am a Keidran, but 
my culture is human 


| want to be free, but... 
also want to continue working 
and living in the human cities 

I've always called home. 


Because I'm not going 
to wait around for Eric to 
remove my will again! 





How can that bastard 
be so ungrateful? 


Can't you do 
anything, Trace? 


I can try talking 
with him, but | 
don't know what 
else we can do. 


<Can you 

understand what 

they're arguing 
about?> 


<I dunno, Some- 
thing about slaves. 


‘Morning, by the 
way. Coffee? 


Flora, relax. We'll 
think of something 





Damn. 


My favorite robes are 


4 Ouch. Maybe you 
really falling apart, 


could try asking one of 
the girls if they can sew 
it back together? 


Hm, | suppose 
it's worth a try. 


don't have much else 
in the way of clothes. 


Shoot! Targets 
are moving! Here, 
hold my mug! 
(/ | gotta go before they 
spot me. I'm planning 
to strike tonight! 


‘Oh! Okay, 
good luck! 


Ngh, | really 
could use some 
coffee, though. 
real coffee, not 
the ethereal kind. 


“Bout time 
you woke up. I've 
got a proposition 

for you 





Aaaall | said was... if 
someone happened to cause 
some sort of dispute... 
And it was either 
us or the humans... 


So let me get 
this straight... you 
want me to help 
you mutiny? Hey! Not Theoretically 
so loud! | never speaking... who would 
said that! you side with? 


Now before you 
answer, consider... 


I'ma dog, you're a 
wolf. they're practically If you could convince him, 
the same thing! we could easily hypothetically 
overtake the ship. 


So what do 
you say? 


‘And your short 
friend... he's a non- 
human too. 


Not interested. Alright, fine! I've got enough 
Just... forget about to worry about. 
what | said, then! But if the slaves 
really are planning 
to revolt. 


B-but... we're 
your own kind! 





| really should 
do something about 
that, but- Mrrf? | smell 
food... coffee... 


Oh, Hey! Good 
morning, Natani! 


You're just in 

time for second 

breakfast, if you 
want some! 


Uh, yeah, sure. 
That'd be great 


You wouldn't happen 
to know how to sew? 


My robes are 
pretty torn up. 


it's pretty bad... 


But, if you give me 
some time to clean up, 
I'll see what | can do! 





WP vores ne Alright, I'm 


laundry room! set! Now, take off 
your robes! 


Just need a 
few things... needle, 
cloth, thread 


Wewait! Well, of course, silly! | 
‘Tiske'lthem of? can't fix them if you don't 
Right now? give them to me! 
Here, let me 
help you out! 


Well, yeah, but... 


C-can't you just sew it 
while | still have it on? 


Well, | suppose | could 

try. But it'd be easier if you took 

them off. Plus you wouldn't have 
to stay the whole time. 


I don't mind 
waiting! Really, I'd 
prefer it this way. 


Huh? | don't 
understand, 
I thought you 
wanted me to 
fix them? 






















i 





~ 


Oh, sorry, 
sorry! | didn't hurt 
you, did 1? 


Your bandages... they ¢ 
are for wounds you received 
atthe tower, right? 
Is that why you 
didn't want to remove 
your robes? 


Natani! Being injured is 
Er... Yeeees! nothing to be ashamed of! 
That's the reason! What if you were to 
get an infection and no 
Heh heh... heh... ‘one knew about it? 


No no! It's 
healing just fine! 


C-can you please 
just finish sewing so | 
can get out of here? 


pO 
Bi 
some first aid, b 

| just want 


to make sure 


you're okay. } 
 — SS 





So... you're both a 


cook and a seamstress. Well... sort of. 


Do you really know I've read up on it, anyway. 
medicine, too? That's how I've learned a lot 
of what | can do. 





Oh yeah! 


Ever since Eric taught me how 
to read, I've loved learning about 
all sorts of interesting things. 


Cook books, 
apothecary journals, 
magic scrolls... its 
all fascinating! 


|... never learned 
how. To read, that is. 
Not much, anyway. 


It wasn't exactly a 
Really... huh. priority growing up. 


And they aren't all 
educational, you know! 


There's also so many 
books on people and places 
from all over the world! 


/ Would you like 
me to help teach you? It's great to be able to 
There's so much to be experience it al, if only 
through stories 





Hey Spots... have you 
ever thought about going out 
and experiencing those places 
in your books for yourself? 
Anyway, if you 
ever want lessons, I'd be 
more than willing! 


I mean... have you 
ever wanted to be free. 
You know, free to go do 
whatever you wanted. 


..experience whatever 
you wanted, 


Thaven't really 
thought about it. 


| should get back to 
patching you up! 





Flora, please 
don't be upset 
I'm going to 
go talk to Eric. 


|... Lope 
you can talk some 
‘sense into him. 


Ever since we 
left, you've been 
distant. 


You know 


you can tell me 
anything. 


‘7° | promise I'll 
work something 
out with him. 


| 





I's because | lost control 
again, that night at the tower. 
I et you down again. 


No! It's not that. 


That wasn't your 
fault. The Templar made 
you change like that! 


I can tell every time you 
look at me that something is 
bothering you. What is it? 





Flora, it’s 
alright. 


Whatever it 
is, you know you 
can trust me. 


I've been thinking a lot, 
too, since that night. 


The more | learn about 
my past, the more I've come 
to realize how much better 
off | am now without it. 
used to want to 
remember. But being told 
just made me realize the 
terrible person I'd been. 


losing it all was the best 
thing to happen to me. 


So I've decided I'm not 
going to let myself do anything 


to put us at risk anymore. W-what do 


you mean? 





I mean I'm done trying 
to chase down my past. 


The Templar, black 
magic... there's no point in 
dwelling on it anymore. 


Its time | started 

thinking about the present, and 

doing what | can to put things right. 
Starting with the slaves, 


I'm headed to 
talk with Eric. 


Don't worry, Flora. 
One way or another, I'l 
make him see reason. 
They'll leave this ship 
as free men, and we can all 
head to Lyn'knoll together. 


How does 
that sound? 


Thank you, 
Trace. I'd like that. 


There's just one 
thing | have to take 
care of first, Flora 





Flora, you're 
an idiot. 


He was right there, 
he even asked! You should 
have told him the truth, 


All the symptoms. 
I've had... if that 
Basitin was right... If | am pregnant... then 
how? And... what if Trace 
asks the same question? 


I'm pregnant! 


And you're the 
only one who could 
be the father! 


what even is 
the truth? 


I can't think 
like that! And I can't 
hide it forever. 


trust Trace!_| have to work 
up the courage 
and just say... 


















Oh...! You 
weren't supposed 
to hear that! 



















Don't worry about it. 
Its already forgotten. 


Please don't 
tell anyone! 






Actually, it's 
kind of a relief 
to let it out. 
You see, I don't 
even know if 'm really 
pregnant or not. 










Ive only been with 
Trace! And... Keidran 
can'thave children with 
Humans, right? 













Humans and Keidran 
RX have lived together for 
hundreds of years! 






Tri could have 
happened, it would've 
at some point, right? 










‘And look! Do | seem 
pregnant to you? 





But I've been 
having all these 
symptoms lately! 
Getting sick, 
eating more... 























7" thought | 
NC @ was just gaining 
weight at first 
= But then | felt 
-— 


something... Maybe it 
was my imagination. 
It's hard to 

tell. What if you 
feel it and— 

















5 Aaaaahl! 








XXX 
KXXN 
1X) 

Ky 
Wy 
Hey, wait! 


Ineed you to 
feel my belly! 


be involved! 







Phew, | think 
Host her. 


Sigh... that’s 
just what I need. 








l | What else 
First a Basitin with Me could go- what's 
black magio, then a furious that smell? 
co-worker, and now a crazy, 
hormonal tiger! 
Ihave to avoid 
half the people on 
this ship! 








por SLYWVVVW/V/ \\ (YAANYVYY This book is a 
IY, Trace... as | WWW Wan itt court journal of mine 

told Ms. Flora, eee It details, among 

there's nothing  ) sell them fo you, other things, m 

d you wouldn't have igs, my 


the funds for it. old finances. 


). > <2 
KX 


But that's 


9 WO Ky 
YN tit. | think | 


might have a 
solution. 


It turns out, there's a 
small human village very 
near the tiger's forest. 
| apparently own an estate there. 
Itwould only take a small detour for 
us to get in an out with the gold. 


Then | can pay you, and 
everyone can be happy. 


Please, be reasonable, 
The slaves seem insistant 
‘on becoming free... 





Wait... what 
do you mean by 
“insistant"? X 
RAY 
\ 
( 


YOY 
( XXX) VX 
y XXX 
was a Fra ea XX 
The slaves shouldn't a « KY) Wy 


be able to... ‘ MMS 





Get to 
the galley! 


Grab any buckets or 
Fire in the pans you can find! 
store hold! 


Damn it! Can't 
we go one day with- 
outa disaster? 


Hey, but where 
are you going? 


Oh no! 
Fire? What do 
we do? 


I didn't do ‘Alantern was 


anything! overturned. I found 
it ike that! 
Mike! What 
happened? What 


71 
did you do’ Itdoesn't matter! 


We have to put it out! 
How bad is it? 


Well...it wasn't 
so bad at first. But 
| kinda panicked. 


There was so 
much smoke. | just Only... it 
pushed over the first wasn't water. 

water barrel | found. 





Itjust keeps Trace, can't you 
spreading! Arey do something? 4 
p A Z, 
\s\ 
: / 
Don't stop! ~ 
iy vat g 


still hasn't 
ys recovered. 


Out of the 
way, Human! 


yt Ue MH "ls working! 
We're saved! 
“& 





Dammit! | knew 
this would happen! 


I spent all night 
trying to charge these, 
but it's no good! 


Don't you 
have more? 


What's wrong 
with them? Why did 
they stop? 


He's trying 
to reuse his 
old crystals. 


But it's not 
enough to keep 
up the spell 


eh? What's 
he saying? ‘conjuring 
water is hard.” 
“It would be 


easier just to remove 
all the air.” 


) But what does 
Something § that mean? What good 
about... “air would that do? 


Yeah, one other. 
But it's not going 
to be enough. 





Don't let 
up yet! 
Quick, we 
should douse 
the embers. 





Mike! Where 
is Evals? 


Way to go, 
Natanil 


You've really 


saved our Hannk! 


| know your 
control spells have | told you, | found it 
stopped working, like this! And Evals wouldn't 
sabotage his own ship! 
You two 
are behind this, 
aren't you?! 


rA 


You're staying 
right here. 
Trace, help me ; 
find the other one. fre corning t90 
Lh 


A\s\se 





1... wasn't 
sleeping! | was 
\_ just... sweep— 





Mike, are you okay? 
I've never seen Eric act 
like that before! 


Where did 
everyone go? 


There's a lot of 
embers here that could 
still catch fire. 


Hang on... | think 

| still smell burning. 

| think something is 
still on fire! 


You... don't think 
Evals might have...? 


No, he wouldn't! 


He was desperate, 
but he'd never sacrifice 
us all to get away! 


Everything in this 
whole room smelis like 
something bumed 


What is it? 


He wouldn't just 
leave me to die... 


Would he? 


\ 
Natani, it's you!) 





Natani, you're . 
on fire! Look! Putt out! 
Put it out! 


Quick, take 
the robes off! 


Wha-? No! No! 
Just put it out! 


Your fur 
is going to 
catch fire! 


Oy oy! I've / Stop struggling, 
got some water! 5 Natanil! Take ‘em off! 
H-hold still y it's spreading! 


No! Let go! 
Stop! 








Wow! I've never 

seen you out in the 

open without those 
baggy robes on! 


‘You must work 
outa lot. You're 
really buff! 


Oh, yeah, | do! 
Ya know, gotta stay 
fit... heheh... 








Mike! Don't be 
so insensitive! 


You shouldn't call 
Natani a gir! 


Natani, you're 
aman, right? 


Huh? ¥-yes! 
Like I said, it's not 
how it looks! 


7 Youknow, people 
Who identify themselves 
as something other than 

how they were born 


There was a book in Eric's 
library about a canid general 
who was only discovered to 

be female years later. 


| leamed all about it from 
there. And if it's the same with 
Natani, you should be referring 
to him as a “he”, Mike! 


Are you seeing the same 
thing as me? She clearly has 
the body of a woman... 


Don't worry, | 

understand, Natani! 

I've read about those 
like you before. 


Those... like me? 


Wait... 
There have 
been... others 
like me? 





No, no, you 

don't understand, 

Kat! Natanis not 
like that! 


Weeell, he isin 
the wrong body. 


But not for the 
reason you think! 

Its the black Basitin 
magic! | saw it happen! 
Keith tured Natani into 

a girl weeks ago! 


AS SSS 


Yeah, well... Keith 
didn't know that until 
Keith doesn't seem a few days ago! 
like the kind of guy to do 
that! Why would he? 


Besides, Eric said 
Basitin can't use magic, 
or it drives them crazy! 


‘And have you 

seen Keith lately? 

I think he has gone 
abit funny. 


What, really? 
You turned into 
a girl too?! 


I know, because 
he did the same 
thing to me. 





But the curse only 
lasted a day for me. 


I didn't know 
Natani had it this 
whole time! 


Hahaha! 
Of course itis, 
silly gill 


You think | 
really look like 
this?! Don't be 

ridiculous! 


Mike! Michael, 
get up here! Now! 


The others are 
‘coming back! 


Is that true, 
Natani? It’s really 
just an illusion? 


Hey hey hey! 
Keep your hands 
to yourself! 


| wonder if they 
feel like illusions too. 


Come on, let's 
go, Natanil 





Erm, Eric. 
um, sir, did you 
call me? 


Yes, come 
over here. 


As | thought, 

both of you have 
had your control 
spells disabled. 


And of course with 
the first chance of freedom, 
you sabotaged the ship. 


Then tried to flee 
on the lifeboat. 


I've had enough 
time now to restore 
the control spells. 


Soon you 
two will be back 
to normal. 


I told you, we had 
nothing to do with it! 


Iwas taking 
nap for crying 
out loud! 


No! Not again! 

I didn't do it, I swear! 

Please, don’t put me 
under it again! 


‘A likely story. 
I think your plan 
was just discovered 
early, so you tried 
to feign sleep. 


I 


Doesn't matter. 
nl 
ZY 








You see, Eric! 
Stop jumping to 
conclusions! 


Evals, answer 
truthfully: 


Have you conspired 
against me or anyone else 
on this ship in any way since 
we left the island? Vattempted to 
gain support. 
for a mutiny. 


Ah! Ab ha! No! You don't understand! 
His actions were not malicious! 
You see? He was just scared! Scared of 
| was right! what's happening right now! 


So you're saying 
you knew about the 
conspiracy too! 


Get over 
here, Mike, 
you're next! 





Didn't you 
hear me? | said 
“come here!” 


please, 
this isn't like you. =\ Kat, get out 
Stop this! of the way! 


'm doing this to 
protect us! | have to find 
out what they know! And 
they can't be allowed to 
tun loose unshackled! 


We can't know if 
they can be trusted! 


Wewell... well if that's, 

how you feel... then maybe 

you should put one of those 
collars on me, too! 


After all - in case 
you've forgotten - I'm 
one of ‘them’ too! 


W-what?! What's 
gotten into you, Kat? 


a part of it! You 
can't know! You know | 


would never... 





I'd never do 


that to you. I care Well obviously 
about you... not special enough 


to change the fact that 
'm stil your slave, 
just like them! 


And you 
don't care about 
the others? 


W-what?! 


Kat, what are you saying? 
You've never expressed any 
unhappiness with me before. 
Where is this coming from? 


That... t's not the same! 
The collars are necessary 
for those two, but you know 

you're special to me 





Maybe I've been foolish. | think 
a part of me has always hoped one 
day... you'd care enough 


'm not unhappy with 
you, Eric! | didn’t want to 
bring it up like this. 


Ever since you rescued 
me from your brother, I've 
been grateful to you. 


You've always been so 
kind to me, but... | want 3 That | wouldn't 
to be more than just have to ask. 

your servant. 


Kathrin... | never thought. 
why haven't you ever talked to 
me about this before? 





even considered that 
you might want... 


This is something 
Ineed to... think about. 


But of course... if freedom 
is what you want... | guess 
| can work something out. 


|... [don't know. 


This is too much! | 
need... time to think! 


And | can't think 
while the ship might 
still be in danger! 


Though, it 
may have been 
my fault. 


And the 
others? What 
about them? 


Eric! Haven't you ever 

considered that maybe 
the fire was just an 
accident all along? 


That it was no 
one's fault? 


Oh, but first, allow me 


= to introduce myst 
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The name's Madelyn 
Adelaide, but my friends 
call me Maddie Addie! 





Oh, it wasn't 
very hard! 
I'm small, and 
there weren't many 
people around. 


We-| mean | just 
walked right on board 
before you left and 
hid in a barrel. 
Where the hell 


did you come from? You know, for a ship 


this size, you sure don't 
How did you get have a lot of crew. 


on my ship? 
So it was 


you who set my 
AA. ship on fire?! 


lt wasn't 
‘on purpose! 


Someone left a lanturn 

on top of my barrel. When 

Iifted the lid to leave, it 
came crashing down! 


| was putting it out 
when | heard running 
and, well... panicked. 


But now you know itwas 
all just an accident! No one 
needs to be blamed, and 
there's no hard feelings! 





TF WE'RE ALL STANDING 
AROUND OVER HERE, WHO'S 
RUNNING THE SHIP? 





| suppose that 


settles that Eric, you're not just 


gunna keep her locked 
The saboteur , \ up forever, are you? 
has been caught. i 


Though I'm sure you 
can see why what I did 
was necessary. 


Even a young Basitin 
can be dangerous. 


She stays as long 
as necessary, until we 
know why she's here 


But questioning 
comes later. One problem 
ata time. 


Please, for now, return 
to your rooms until things 
can be sorted out, 


|... will allow 
your collars to stay 
off for now. 


Mike, Evals, | suppose | 
was wrong. You two didn't have 
anything to do with the fire. 


Trace, can you meet 
me in my cabin? | think 
it's time to negotiate 


And... maybe 


lover-reacted 
little. 





Trace, I'm not 
sure if you're aware 
of this, but... 


Let's just say it could 
potentially put me or my 
family at great risk 


Ihave no desire 


to see the inside of a 
Templar dungeon. 


‘On one 
tobea 


rv 
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| Templar laws have, 
in recent years, made it VA 
a crime for slave traders \) 
such as myself to free our /\/j 
slaves voluntarily. 


kind of evil person would 
make a law like th... itwas 


yw 


If Mike or Evals were 

ever caught by the Templar in 

the future, and it was discovered 
that | released them... 


Technically, it's illegal 

to even sell to someone 

knowing they intend to 
release the slaves. 


However, for Kathrin’s, 
sake... | am willing to take 
that risk if you are. 


condition: It has 
legitimate trade. 


We will go to the village 

of Edinmire, near the Tiger 

border, and I'll document 
that | sold the slaves. 


all go our separate 
ways from there, 





What did 
he say? 


He... agreed. He 
said | could buy them 
and set them free. 


Yeah, he even gave 
me the keys to their cuffs. 


Trace, | knew 
you could do it! 
Oh! Can | be 
the one to tell them? 
Plecease? 


O-0f course! Though, 


| didn't really do anything, 
I think what Kathrin said 
is what got to him. 


Oh, speaking of Kat! 
I can't wait to tell her, too! 


I mean sure, it's not going 
to be much different for her, 
but still, 'm sure shi 


aN 


It's not that. 


Eric... Eric | 
didn’t agree to W-what? You 


sell Kathrin, mean he's not going le just told me 
to set her free’ a it as something he 


had to do himself. 





NYG 
Kat! There you NY 


are, We should talk. Oh Eric, 
thank you! 


I've agreed to let 


That makes 
Mike and Evals go. 


me so happy! 


As for you... well, 

you were born into my 

family, not bought. So. 

Iican free you directly, 
And | will. 


But there's 7 
more. It's something 


I should have said 
a long time ago. 


‘What you said You've always 
made me realize een like a sister to 
how unfair I've me, and | love you. 
been to you. 
You've always been 
more than a slave to 
me, but it took what 
you said to make me 
realize it myself. 


So | want you 
to know | feel the 
same way. 
Yes! And now 
its time | acted like 
the brother | am. 


It doesn't a 
matter what you I'm just... 
!) or | am. so happy. 
' We grew up together, 
And no matter how 
Ke different we are. 


Ss 1 always consider 
7 you family. Nothing will 


ever change that. 


Acare you 
alright, Kat? 
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Having trouble 
sleeping, Keith? 


Keith, | am sorry 
about what happened 
to your fiance. 


| know Laura meant a 

lot to you. | remember the way 

your eyes lit up when | informed 
you she was on the island, 


‘She must have 
been very special 


You? What are 
you doing here? 
How did you get 

on the ship? 


‘You don't think the king 
would send you away without 
an escort, did you? 
| am here to assist you. 
From now on, | shall 
act as your advisor and 
manservant, as the 
need arises, 


wouldn't trust me to 
be on my own. 


It's not like that at al 
( Think of me as recompense for 
your prior banishment. 





One sec... 
almost... there! 


Alright, Mike, 
you're up next! Just 
give me your. 


Your wrist and 
then... I'l... 


Um, | could 
put them back on 
if you'd like. 


No, no, it's 
fine, The moment 
has passed. 


™ You're free! NZ 
How does it feel? JL Ly 


1... Ldon't 

know how to feel yet. 

Is this really it? Just 
like that, 'm free? 


Well, there are stil a few 
things Trace and Eric have to work 
‘out, but basically, yeah! 


You could 
take those off this, 
whole time?! 


‘Oh, well... yeah, 
sure. I mean, they 
were really loose. 


‘Well why didn't 
you do that before? 
Twasn't 

supposed to. 





Oh, Natani, 


Right, sorry. | 
was... nevermind, 


Whatever! 
Just hurry up and 
shut the door! 


——/ Well, let's get. \ 
eT, this over with, | need 


something to wear. 


Okay, fine then, 
Welll get started 


Put that down and 
lift your arms out. 


Huh? Wewhy? 

I'd rather just stay 

right over here, if 
you don’t mind. 





I need to know 

your measurements 

before | can make a 
robe for you. 


1 don't think I'm 
comfortable getting 
“measured.” 


C-can't you 
just guess? Does 
it really matter? 


It's not going to 


fit right unless I take 
! y 
measurements! hiatus 
the damn thing 


off already!!! 


Well, I don't care 
ifit doesn't fit welll - 


I don't 
know where that 
came from. 





Oh, I didn't 
realize... that’s 
ashame. 


Well, | think 
you'll notice a 
difference. 


This will only 
take a minute. 


You've never had 
clothes made for you 
before, have you? 


No. Can't 
say | have. 


Most of my clothes 
were handed down 
from my brother. 


What's it like 
out there? You know, 
in the wild. 


Can... can! 
ask you something, 
Natani? 


I mean... what 
is it lke to be a, 
areal Keidran? 





{'m probably not the 
best person to ask 


Ngh...Wt's not a 
time | think about, 
Look, just be quiet 
and hurry up with my 
clothes already! 


Ihaven't exactly lead 
what you would calla. 
typical Keidran life 


The wild is not a place 
a domesticated Keidran 
like you could survive. 


Really? Why, 
what happened 
to you? 


I'm sorry, 
| didn't realize. 
Imean, | 


I've been trying to 
—~-A you and you've been 
nothing but mean to me! 


But I don't have to 
take orders from you, or 


If this is how you're going 
to treat me then you can walk 
around naked for all | care! 


‘come back! 


You know 
what? No. I... 'm 
kinda not sorry! 


In fact... 
think I'm not 
sorry at alll 
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Stop, please! 
I'm sorry. I'm stil 
kinda freaked out about 
this whole... uh... gender 
curse... but you're right, 
| took it out on you. 


IF you help me, Il 
tell you about Keidran 
life, | promise! 





Alright, alright. 


I'm sorry, too. 


I guess we're 
both a little stressed 
out tonight 


Huh? You didn't 
expect me to finish it 
tonight, did you? 


It's already late, 
I need to sleep. 


Well, | have all 
the measurements 
I need for now. 


"il start working on 

your clothes tomorrow 

and let you know when 
they're done, 


Tomorrow?! 


can't wait 
that long! 


But | can't go 

around like this! How 

‘am | supposed to get 
back to my room? 








‘Are you sure there 
isn’t anything | can do 
for you, General? 


Hey! Good to 
see you up and 
about again! 


We were 
[Vp setting worried 


Um... who were 
you talking to? 


I told you, I don't need 
anything from you. I'm just 
going for a drink. 


Oh! I can fix 
drinks for you! 


Just tell me 
what you like, and 
can make it! 


No! | am perfectly 
capable of getting a 
drink for myself 


Ihave no need for 
a servant, | just want 
to be left alone! 


Huh, where 
did he go? 





I guess what happened 
at the tower - my... recent 
outburst - scared her. 


Er. 


nevermind, 


What are you 
up to? 


Oh, well. ever since 
the island, Flora’s been acting 
kinda... distant with me. 


She's been going to bed 

early each night and hasn't 

undressed with me around 
in the last few days, 


pepe 
QW //77 
But I've decided to / 


I'm going to show her 
that I care, and | thought I'd 
start with breakfast in bed. 


So I'm down here trying 
to learn how to cook! 





Unfortunately... either 
my cooking skills were lost with 
the rest of my memories. 


Or! never had 
any to begin with. 
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So, how are you 
feeling, Keith? 


open, but the eye itself is 
okay. Right now i's swollen 
shut, but it should heal. 


My ear’s damage is 

mostly superficial, though 

It'll probably be left with a 
permanent crook. 


Well, that's Okay! | 
good, at least, understand, 
your food is on 


Listen, if you ever fire again. 


want to talk about... you 
know, what happened, 


Ifyou really 
want, | could just 
00k it for you. 


No, no! | appreciate 
the offer, but | want this 
to come from me 


Well, at least let me 
give you some advice. 


In case you forgot, Flora’s a 
carnivorous tiger. | don't think 
you need to worry too much 
about cooking the steak 





Listen, the group 
I'm tracking finallly set 
imp for the night. 


I think this is 
my best chance! 


Phew! Back 
safe and sound. 


What a mess. | hope 
that girl gets those robes 
finished by tomorrow. 


Idon't care what 
they look like, so long 
‘as I'm covered. 


wonder what 
Keith will think of 
Wy new robes? 


But | want to have 
every advantage, so 
I'd like you... to 


How did you 
manage to lose your 
clothes this time? 


I don't know! 


This just seems to 
keep happening! 





Ah, I see what 
happened now. 


You're lucky 
that lie worked a 
second time. 


Yeah, well, 
the slaves aren't 
all that bright. 


Right, like I said, 
the group stopped 
for the night. 


Still, i's been a long time 

since I've done a solo mission. 

I'd feel better with you watching 
my back, so to speak. 


I know that it's 
uncomfortable, but 
if you could... 


I don't know... you 
should be careful with 
that spotted one. 
I think she could 
be more clever than 
she lets on. 


Ifyou say so. 
Anyway, what did 
you need? 


They don't have 
their guard up. 


In fact, they've 
spent most of the 
day arguing. 


Of course, 
Brother. 


I've opened my 
mind fully to yours. 
We are now one. 





| can't believe we 
had to sell our dresses 
for these supplies. 
| feel like 
I'm wearing a 
burlap sack! 


Well, why didn't you 
sell that sword of yours? 
'm sure that 
would have fetched 
far more coin, 


Hey, we need 
this sword! 


But Sis, you 
always said you 
hated that tavern, 


Well, yes, but it 
was MY tavern! It was 
our family’s tavern! 


Our family name 


is Taverndatter, for 


crying out loud! 


Its the best we 
can do right now. 


Itwasn't as though 

we had time to grab a 

coin purse while running 
for our lives. 


These are 

dangerous times, 

especially in the 
wildemess. 


Who knows 
‘what might be lurking 
out there! 


You saw what 
happened to our 
village! 


Yes, | know. 
| still can’t believe 
what happened 


The village... the 
tavern! All gone. 


Why, without the 
tavern, all | am is... 


Maren Datter! 





Say, where 
is Raine? 


Raine? | think she went 
to get some water back at 
that river we crossed 


Erg... when 
it comes to Raine, 
that idiot thinks with 
the wrong sword. 


Hey, Karen, 
have you got that 
tent up yet? 


What?! She 
went alone? 


No, of course not, 
she left with Sythe, 


That wolf is 
with her? That's 
even worse! 
'm going to 
go make sure 
she’s safe, 


Hey wait a minute! 
What about our safety? 


Karen? Come on, 
you can't just sleep on top 
of a half-finished tent! 


Iai... what am | going 
to do with you guys? 





Damn it, 
where are they? 


Erk! 


Why would Or... or worse! 


Raine go off alone Clothes...! What is 
with him? that animal doing 


with her?! 
Doesn't she know 

Keidran are dangerous? 
He might hurt her! 


Come on! You can do it, 
O' Mighty Hunter! 


‘Sure, you may have 
failed the last 27 times, but 
28th time's the charm! 





Hey! What's going 
on over here? 


We're trying to 
get some fish! 


But with a 
blindfold, you'd 


what | said, 
Woman! 


‘And you! What 
{are you doing over 
here, anyway? 


Alright, fine, 
Iwill then! 


Since we couldn't 
afford food in town, | 
figured this was our best, 
chance for dinner. 


Orit would be, 
if Sythe could catch 
any of them! 


|-It's not my 
fault! It's just. 
too dark. 


Ifit was day, 
| could do this, 
blindfolded. 


Why aren't 
you guarding 
the others? 


Maren can take 
care of herself 
But if you're so 
concerned, maybe 
you should go, and 
Hil stay here. 


Hell ya, Raine, 
you can't trust 
any of them, 


They're not like 
you or |. Deep down, 
they're animals. 





You saw what they 


You don't did to our village. 


really believe 
that, do you? They were killing 
an’ burning everything 
in their path. 


know why you That's always the kind 
don't like Sythe, of experience I've had with 
but all Keidran’ Keidran in my life. 


Not all Keidran 
are like that. 


Well | guess I can't 
speak for them all. 


| just know I'll never 
be able to trust anybody 
with fur and a tail 


H's nothing! 
Don't look! 


Huh? What's 
wrong?! \ You yelled at 
nothing? Then why 
can't | look? 


It's just that, 
My... um... my 
top came off! 


-oKinda wanna 
look now. 





No, no, no...! 
how can this be 
happening?! 


Oh no, not 

the tail too. 
Ineed to 

get ahold of 
myself 


Look, you're a beautiful woman, 
and | was wondering if maybe once 
we're no longer running for our lives, 

you might want to... I dunno. 


.go do something 
together? 


Raine? Ei 
do you 


If just calm down 
and control my emotions, 
| can change back. 


As long as | keep my 
emotions in check 


So, Raine, I've 
been thinking 


| know this isn't the best 
time for it, what with us being 
on the run and all, but. 


We've known each 
other for a while now, and 
| was wondering if. 


oS} | 


hat 
? 


Oo 
r... WI 
think’ 





‘Someone's in 

trouble. Come on, 

Raine, | want you 
close to me. 


1. 1ilbe 
right behind 


Maren, what 
happened? Come 
on, wake up! 


Get your } I knew you 
hands off her! couldn't be I'm not responsible 
J trusted! for this! 


Keidran... it's 
only a matter 
of time! 


ys 





Alright. 


Ifit wasn't you, 
than who? 


Maren! Are 
you okay? Who did 
this to you? 
You're the 
only one with claws 
around here. 


Don't listen 
to him. 


I don't know, 
just wasn't met 


He did it! knew it! 
Came out of Mireed 
no where... tried a bitch! 
to kill me! 


Maren! What 
are you saying?! 


Hey, leave my 
mother out of this! 


I'm going to do 
what I should have done 
from the start! 





The shackle... 

it's broken, and with 

it. the suppression 
enchantment. 


Oh no... not 
a muzzle, too! 


It's no use, | can't stop 
it! There's nothing human 
left of my body now. 


Which means |... | 
could be stuck like this! 
What am I going to do?! 


There's no way I can 
hide it from them... and | can't 
will myself to shift back with my 

emotions like they are. 


Idon't even 
know if | can shift 
back when calm. 


FI Kill you! 
I guess... 1 


have no choice. 
Iknew 1 
couldn't keep it 
secret forever. 


Maybe it’s best 
it comes out now, 
before... regrets 
are made. 


Why are they 
fighting? And Maren! 
what happ— 











Alright, Wolf, 
where did you 
come from? 


‘Are you two 
in league with 
each other? 


Iwas trying 
tHo help! 

Why?! Why did 

you hurt me? 


What are you 
talking about? 


Don't you 
recognize me? 


No I can't, 
and why should 
believe you? 


Ifyou're 


Maren... she's. 
a fake... she’s not 
the real 


Hey! Don't 
listen to her! 


She's with the 
wolf Kill her! 


You said, 
you liked me. 


You... you called 
me beautiful 


Yes, if you're the 
Maren | know, tell me, 
what's my name? 


really her, then \ Oh, that’s 
you should be able } KM easy, its... ah 
totelluswhowe { fe 
are, then. 


Wait, what is it? 
They must have said 
\ it at some point... 





| think it's time 
for a tactical retreat. 


‘We could still 
take them, 


Wanna know the 
great thing about 
illusions? 


We're outnumbered, 
and we've lost the 
element of surprise. 


And with this 
new development, we 
need to reassess the 
situation for now. But | think it's time 
I take my leave. 


Well, boys. 
it's been fun 


Hey! you're not 
going anywhere! 


Damn it! 
That little... 


Where did 
she go?! 


4 
\ yy. 
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an » don't feel so. 





Damn it, we 
almost had them! If 
only you'd brought more 

darts, or a bow, or. 


‘With what money, 

Brother? In case you 

forgot, we failed our 
last mission. 


Our only bow went up 
in flames, and | haven't 
worked in a month, 


| spent every last 
coin from this mission's 
advance on those darts 
and the crystals for 
your illusions. 


| didn't want to worry 


you, so | tried to keep it out 


of your mind... literally 


But. 


And even that 
wasn't enough. | had to 
spend all of last week's 

‘meal money as well 


|... didn't realize 
things were so bad. 


things have 


been rough back home. 
Ifwe don't succeed with 
this mission... Well | 


It's just the two of them 
now. The poison in those darts 
was weak, but without an antidote, 
they won't be waking up again, 


So tomorrow, when 
they're exhausted and 
weak... we'll strike! 


With two - possibly three - down, 
they're not going anywhere. 


And I doubt those guys will 
be getting any sleep tonight. 


But for now, let's 
get some rest. 





Sorry, Raine. 
I'm no healer. 


This is the best 
I can do for you. 


I still can’t believe 
that... that thing is Raine, 


If this was that assassin’s 
doing, shouldn't it have 
worn off by now? 


I don't know. 


Guess we'll have 
to wait until she wakes 
up again to ask 


After this is all 

over, we can go back 

to hating each other, 
but until then, 


‘Thanks for 
all the help by the 
way, “Red.” 


Hey, | dunno 
nothing ‘bout Keidran 
or healing, 


‘And don't call 
me that. 


‘What's the matter 
with you? I thought you 
cared about her? 


Look, | don't like 
you, and you don't 
like me. | get that. 


But i's just the two 
of us now, and the girls 
are counting on us. 


‘We're going to have to 
work together if we're going 
to have any hope of living 
through this. 


Alright, Furball 
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He wanted to 
have breakfast 
ready for you. 


ie 
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You're VS I think Trace was 
up quite early FFF hoping he'd be finished 
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So, is everything 
alright between you 
two, Flora? 


Huh? Why 
do you ask? 


No, no, it's 
not that, 


It's just that... 
um... i's nothing. 


We're your 
friends, and we're all 
here for you. 


Ifyou ever want 
to talk about 


|-'m sorry, 
| shouldn't have 
brought it up. 


Well, Trace seemed to 

be under the impression 

that you've been acting 
distant with him lately. 


can understand if 
you're a little wary because 
of the hand thing... 


you 
how you're doing. 
After what happened 
on the island... I'm 
so sorry, Keith. 


No, it's okay. 
Thank you. 
know it’s something 
| should talk about. Just, 
not right now. 


You know. 


I don't think I've 
properly apologized 
to you, Flora. 


A-apologized? 
What for? 





Is this about 
what happened to Trace 
on the island? 


WY” No, it's not. 
well, yes, but not 
just that. 


There's just some 
things | have to get 
off my chest. 


After Laura... | was very bitter towards Keidran. 
All Keidran, From the very beginning, |... | said 
a lot of cruel things to you... and about you. 


SS 
Ihated you the first time we met. Because of what 
‘ you were... and how much you reminded me of her. 
———a > 
But being forced to travel with you Ae) 1, X | 
tL changed me. It opened my eyes again. f a \\ SS \ \ ‘need you to know 


— —— how thankful | am for that, 


| f) and how sorry | am for the 
(\ ) things I've said. 
(QoS NG 
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fea You made me re-evaluate my opinion of 
Keidran, and realize what an ass I'd been. 








Before Laura... died, there 
were so many things | wanted to 
so many things I wish | 

could have done differently 


| wanted to let you 
know how | felt because... | 
don't want to leave behind 
any more regrets, 


Ngh... I'm not 
making any sense. 
Just forget I- 


J understand. 
And | forgive you 


‘What you did before, f i She's right, 
itdoesn't matter. You're my Keith. 
friend, Keith! Please... don't 

pull away from us. 


We all have 
things in our past we 
regret. | of all people 

can relate to that. 


But we're 
friends. 


And we're here for 
you. While we can never 
take back the things we've 
done, together we can try 
to make it right again. 
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Something 
wrong, Keith? "1 


Er... nothing 


I gotta go. Thanks 
for cheering me up. 
lig |... 'm fine now! = 
»\) A 
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Did he just call me 
Laura? Wait, does he 
think | look like her? 
Oh... Mike. 


Is that why he 

cursed me with 

black magic?! A 
I thought. | heard.. 


nevermind. Sorry. me 


What's with 
that look? 


x 





Well, this has 

been... awkward. 

{'m just gunna... 
leave now. 


Come on, Mike. 
You're a free fox now. 
Time to stand up 

for yourself. 


Oh, not this again. 
Why did | ever make 
up that stupid lie? 


So | think you 
should change Natani 
back and, uh, stop it. 
And what is 


he talking about? 
“Did to him"? 


Or, erm... we. 


I mean, if you 
don't mind. 


1-1 know what you 

did to me! A - and... don't ask 

how I know, but | know it’s still 
being done to Natanil 


And... you shouldn't 

be doing that! It's not right, 

using your black magic on 
people just for fun 


Sigh... Alright, fine. 
|... promise I'l go change 
him back right now. 
And | won't 
use “black magic” 
ever again. 


R-really? Er, 
I mean... good. 


Maybe | should 
go have a talk with 
Natani anyway. 





Um... 'm 
busy right now. 
Go away! 


Natani, 
it's me. 


Alright, 
come in 


Just close the 
door behind you! 


Hey, Natani 
| thought we should 
ta... NeNatani?! 


Convincing, huh? 
We've been working ll 


The illusion 
is still a work-in- 
progress, but it's 
almost ready. 


Yes, yes, 
Tknow it's not 


Uhuh... but its 
only Keith. 


Uh, just a 
minute. 


‘Something the 
matter, Keith? 


‘You look... 
uh... different. 


haven't run 
into any major 
prob-buh! 





Sorry! Sorry! 
I didn't know 
they were still 


It's fine! | know 
you didn't mean it. 
Let's just... pretend 
that didn’t happen. 


Like | said, it's still a 
work-in-progress. 


These crystals were 
never meant to be charged 
over and over like this. 


Hopefully itl be enough. 
Mike's convinced, but I'm 
not so sure about Kat, 


Huh? Kathrin 
caught you too? 
What happened? 
‘Seems like | missed 
a lot yesterday, 


This isn't master-grade 
magic here. | never took a class 
in illusion or anything, 


This is pure 
-up-as-you-go 
spelicasting 


And guesswork 

magic is very inefficient; 

burns through what little 
mana | have quickly. 


Eh, it's stupid 
My robes went 

up in flames during 

the ship fire, and— 


Fire?! Wait, 
what fire? 


Oh, right. Man, 
you really did miss 
alot, didn't you? 


Well, I'm not going 
anywhere for a while. So if 

you want, I'l fil you in while 
[try to fix these problems. 





.-but then | had the 
idea to suffocate the fire by Oh... and then some 
Fremoving all the air! other stuff happened and 
And it worked! the slaves were set free. 
but by then my clothes 
were on fire, so | wasn't 
there for that part. 


Thanks to 
yours truly, the ship 
was saved! 


Alright, Zen, Natani... do you... 
how long was that? want me to leave? 
What?! That's 
half a minute less 
than last time! 


It's still foo 
unpredictable! 


‘And to be honest. 
Wo: Necuniess I'm glad for the company. 
you want to. You know, | was worried 
yesterday, when you didn’t 
leave your room at all. 


Yes! | mean, if you 
hadn't noticed, there's 


not a whole lot of people 
knew when | let evel cantclkto the closest thing | 


you in that the spell have to a friend on 
wouldn't last. this ship. 


You're probably 





I guess that’s kinda 

sad considering we've 

tried to kill each other 
more than once. 


A-anyway... 


If there's ever 
anything | can do 
for you, I'm here. 


Natani... do 
you remember when 
we first met? 


You and your brother 
attacked us. You shot me 
with an arrow. 


‘Could you Keith... 1... 
do it again? Even if | could 


It's nota 
good idea. 


But... right before 
then... do you remember I'm sorry, Keith. 
what you did? I can't. Not that. 





‘When my parents died 

‘one of the reasons | pursued 

magic was because | wanted 
to bring them back. 


| was naive, but | think 
that's why a lot of people 

get into magic, To change 
what can't be changed. 


Years later, while 
perfecting the spell, | tried 
testing it... on myself 


know it wouldn't 
be the same for you. 
But... trust me. 
It's just a illusion 
made from memories. It's 
not real, and it wont make 
anything any better. 


I know. I don’t have 
any delusions about 
bringing her back. 


They... they had no face. | couldn't 
remember their faces. Their voices. 
——— 


I just wish | could 
say goodbye. Even 
ifit wasn't real 





using these materials? 
This is genuine drake 


leather and wyvworm 
silk, This stuff's worth 
a small fortune. 


I'm sure Eric 
had it locked up 


lused that 
for a reason 


key and found the 
fabrics you asked 
for, but, um, 


‘Oh, don't you Itil be fine. I'm 
worry about him. sure he'll be lenient 


anyone gets in with his “sister 


trouble, it'll be me. NN 


O...kay. Illjust set 
ithere then. What do 
you need with all this 
stuff anyway? 


'd rather I mean, isn't it 
no one be in a little overkill for 
trouble... one robe? 


These aren't going Well, | was going to 
to just be simple plain old sleep, but then | thought 


robes, oh no, not when I'm Natani would want these 
through with them, = as soon as possible. 
These are going ‘And what do 
to be perfect. When I'm you mean, "okay"? 


done, this outfit will be the = I'm fine. 
envy of any mage! 


Kat Can you leave 
Have you been working now? I need to 
on this all night? concentrate, 





Mi 
f \ ay 








You know, maybe 

we should rethink this 

enchanted mistletoe 
mike al 


H-hey guys! 
What's up? 


Hey Flora, We 

founds some of the 

missing decorations 
up in the attic. 


Wait, Flora! 
‘Someone's coming 
down the stairs! 


‘Aw come on, Trace! 
It’s all in good fun! 


Besides, this 
spell of yours is too 
funny to waste! 


| wonder who 
we'll get first? 


Shoot! 
| almost had 
it up! 


Oh, great! | 
know Maddy was. 
looking for those 

this morning, 





Well... alright, 


“What are if you say so. 


you going to do” 
about what? You know you 
can always talk to me 
about anything 


Eep! 
Um... nothing, 
nothing! |'can tell there's 
still something wrong. 
I wish | could get her to 
open up about it. 


SHE'S KEEPING 
SOMETHING FROM You 
SONETHING SHE DOESNT 
WANT US To KNOW, 


WovLD You KE To Who... what No! Get out 
KNOW WHAT [T /S? are you? ‘of my head! 


T Kon, 


I'm never going 
back to the way | was, and 
nothing you can say tome 
will change that! 





YOU'RE MORE CLUELESS 
THN T THOUGHT. YoU RENLY 
HAVEN'T NOTICED? 
ARENT You AT LEST 
ALTE CUR CUS? 


| told you to 
leave me alone! 


NOTHING T COULD S}Y 
WOULD CHINGE You, 


* YOU'RE WRONG, 
T CNW BREAK You ITH. 


HEHEHE. 
FINE. BELIEVE NANT 

YoU WAT. SHE WoN'T BE 

IBLE To HIDE FOREVER 


T Look, FORHARD To THE 
MOMENT WHEN WE ONCE 
NeNN SEE KERN FOR 
Not wentt WHAT THEY REALLY PRE. 
listen to you! Do 
you really think I'd AND WHEN YOUR MIND 
believe anything ‘SHATTERS, T'LL BE THERE To 
you tell me?! FILL IN THE CRACKS. 


ASK HER 
YOURSELF THEN. 1... 've made up 
my mind. | can't keep it 
a secret any longer. 


When Trace comes back, 
|... 'm going to tell him, 


t'm not doing 
anything you say! 
Trust Flora! 





know it's 
not exactly a fo 
course meal. 


- 12. This ( 
(~/ was sweet of you. 


It looks. 
delicious! 


Ihave to tell you 
something, but | Believe you? 
I'm really scared 
you won't believe 
me when | do. 


Flora, | trust 
you, and you can 
trust me! 





I'm sorry! | was just so 
Maddie, how did hungry. | haven't eaten ‘Aw, i's okay. Let's 
you get out of the brig? in a long time. get you back and then 
‘And why did you knock Fi'send food down 
over my breakfast? 


Gah! All 
my hard work! 
Ruined! 


y 
Ms 


Please, don't send e No, pes He's 
me back to jaill I's dark, ors al was oo ea 
and wet, and cold! to me after you lef K 
PN) 
J) NS 


I'm sorry, Maddie, 
but that's not really up 
to me right now. uh? Eric? 
Ultalk to Eric 5) What did he do? 
about it. 


He... he said | would He said something 
never be let out of my about paintings; and me: 
cell, unless... well taking off my clothes. 
And then he made 
weird hand gestures, 
like... this! 





| can’t believe that perv! 
Actually, no wait, I can. 


And... hang on... Maddie, 
how old are you? 


1...'m 13. 
But I'll be 14 by 
mid-winter! 


Not only is he up to 
his old tricks, he’s trying 
to prey on a child! 


I'm giving 
him a piece of 
my mind! 


Oh, he did, eh? 


‘Well, don't worry. 

Trace and | will make 

sure he can't get his 
hands on you! 


‘D-does that mean 
I don't have to go 
back to my jail cell? 


Flora, | forget, do 
Basitin age like humans 
or like Keidran? 


Like humans... 
That sick bastard! 


Wait! 
Please, don't tell 
him | told you! 


He said he'd deny, 

everything if | did, and’ 

that you'd never take 
my word over his. 


Oh, thank 
you! You're 
the best! 


its nothing, 
really. 


‘No, no you don't. I'l 

make sure of it! And if he 

has a problem with that, he 
can go get stuffed! 





Trace, would you be so 
kind as to make something 
for our new friend to eat? 
I'm sure she must 
be starving. 


Now Trace, you said it 
yourself, the food... isa! 


But | still worked 
hard on it! 


And I'm sure Maddie 
is sorry. Right? 


‘Come on, Maddie, 
have a seat and let 
uncle Trace work, 


here itis. 


Maybe Maddie 
should make her own 
ruddy breakfast 


‘Or better yet, she 
can just eat the food 
off the ground! 
After all, she 
put it there! 


Alright, fine, you two 
win. Just turn off the 
Puppy-dog eyes. 


‘And don't expect 
me to work as hard 
this time around, 





Ifyou feel you really 

need it... ll use my last 

crystal to cast the hears 
desire spell on you. 


Alright, You 
win... Ido it 


But what about 


your disguise spell? ' guess | can just 


keep going with the “curse” 
excuse for a while longer 

and pretend I'm cured later. 
‘Are you really 


Vin) 
mm, | oy Sin 


it says, or how real it to do this? + 
seems, it won't be the a 
real Laura 


But | warn you. 


Itcan't tell you 
anything you don't 
already know. How long 


will it ast? 


‘As long as you allow it to. 

Once | cast the spell itll draw 

its energy from you, and won't 
stop until you will for it to. 


That's the danger of this 
magic. The longer it's up the 
more it will drain on you 


Which is why, once 
you've said your peace, 
you must let her go. 


I'm serious, Keith. Before 
| do this, | need you to swear 


to me that you will release it 
once it's all done. 


I know... | swear. 
Just begin the spell, 





just hope 
his lesson... 


is not as painful 
as the one I had to 
go through. 


This is a mistake, twas, after 
| just know it is. all... my fault 


I shouldn't have 
relented, but... 

It's a mistake Keith 
deserves to make for 
himself, | owe him at 

least that much, 


I've missed 
you so much. 





Everything's alright. 
We're together now. 


‘We're not, and You saved me. 
I'm sorry. Laura, 
So please don't 


be sad, Keith, 


| didn't save you! 


You look and sound 
just like her, but | know 
there's nothing inside, 


‘And that just 


> 


But I'm not gone. 

You brought me back, 

and we never have to 
be alone again. 


You're dead, and 
it's all my fault 

t'm sorry, Laura! | 
wish I'd never come 

back to the istand. 
Iwish I'd never 

asked you to 

marry me. 


wish... | wish 


we'd never met! 
How... how could 


you say that, Keith? D-do 


Hearing you say that 
rts worse than anything 
else I've gone through! 





going on? 


Keith! It's me! 
I'm here, |... 'm 
not sure how. 


What do you 
mean? 


The one in the forest made up 

things too, remember? You want 

Laura back so it's coming up with 
any way for it to be possible! 


You have to let 
90 of it, now! 


Go?! No, please! 

It's me, Keith, | swear 

it's me! D-don't... don't 
make me go back, 


Where am |? 
H-how did |...? 


I'm... not sure. 
But remember, 
Keith, It's not 


|... 'm not really sure. 

I remember collapsing on 

the beach, and then... there 
was just... emptiness. 


\ kept feeling like | was 
supposed to go somewhere, 
but the magic on the island... 

it's like it was broken. 


| just kept trying to 
find you. | could sometimes 
hear your voice. And then. 
Iwas pulled here, and you 
were talking to me. 


Is... is that 
possible...? 


Not to that... 
nothingness. It took so 
much effort to pull myself 
back, | don't think I can 
do it again! 





Ifyou don't stop 
jou will 


ityou will die! 








Lusky Het Bett 
‘as good with a sword 
as he thinks he is. 
Still, it probably 
hurts like a bi- er, 
ah... like heck. 


It does... but 
1... 1 be. 


You're probably going 
to have to explain that one 
to us at some point, 


Yes... yes, | 
know, and | will, 


Ngh, where are 
the others? 


Maren and Karen. 
they haven't woken up. 
yet. We're not sure what's 

wrong with them, 


Lis someone 
there? Erg... what 
happened? 


Hey, Raine. Don't 
worry, you're okay. 

Try not to move 
around too much, The 
‘cut wasn't bad, but you 

lost some blood 


I'm still covered 
in fur, aren't 1? Yeeeah, | didn't 
want to start pointing it 


out or nothin’, but... 


Well, fora human, 
you're looking pretty 
‘wolF-ish right now. 


‘As for Red, he's just 
outside the tent. | think 
he's still in denial. 


“Red?” Why do 
you keep calling 
him that? 


Because it ticks 
him off, and | think 
it's hilarious! 


‘Anyway, I'll send him’ 

in now. And if it's any 

consolation, | think the 
new look suits you! 





Hey... Raine, 
It's me. 1 
I'm glad you're. 
um... okay. 


I wanted to apologise 
for... hurting you. | didn't 
know you were... you. 


'm so used to solving 
my problems by hitting them 
until they go away, but. 

time it was a mistake. 


PRN 


this 


No, no! I'm glad you 
didn’t tell me at the river! 
If. if we were alone 
and | saw you like that and 
mistook you for a real Keidran, 
| don’t want to think of what 
| might have done! 


He... he didn't 
do this to me. 


‘We'te going to figure 

out what that assassin did 

to you, and get you back to 
your old self in no time. 


Ii force that fleabag 
to change you back myself! 
| won't allow you to be stuck 
like one of them! 


it's okay. It's my 
fault. | should have been 
honest with you. 


Back at the 


But it doesn’t 
matter! We'll fix you, 
Raine, | promise! 


I've always 


been like this. This 


form 


it's a part of 


who | really am. 





Raine! Remember who 
you were! You were a human, 
It's already not this... hideous beast! 
started to affect 
your mind! 


Faint ie Sorry. |... l always knew 
i | ooked ugly like this, But, 
Why are you it. still kinda hurts hearing 
crying? someone say it out loud. 


Now hey, w-wait 
a minute, | didn't mean, 
WA you don't look... that bad. 
I mean... you. 


‘ You look pretty good! 
Ya know, for a lady with 
\ the face of a dog 


‘D-don't cry. Please, 
let me try again. Just.. 
look me in the eyes. 


4, 


aN 


It's true, this really is 
you, isn't it? But how? 


It... it's a long 
story... but to really \} 
understand, | have to 
first tell you about 
my father... 
He was a Keidran, 
but is now called High 
‘Templar Euchre. 





Am 1a Keidran?! It 
Woah, wait! can't be, | would know! 


What kind am I?! 
High Templar Euchre. ene 


is a Keidran? But... that. 
High Templar Euchre is. 
a High Templar! 


That can't be true! 


Raine is a Keidran 
Euchre is a Keidran. Who 
else is a Keidran?! Is the Grand 
Templar a Keidran? Was 
King Torval a Keidran? 


Hey, relax, relax! 
You are not a Keidran! ‘And me. Still 
Nobody else is a Keidran over here. 
Keidran, okay? It's just 
me and my father. 


‘And as much as | enjoy watching 
you break Red's mind, I'm worried 
about Maren and her sister. 


I you've forgotten, we 
stil have an assassin hanging 
over all our heads. 


Y-yes, | think so. 
Though, walking with 
to stand? 
eee these legs is difficult 
the other tent? Socal hel pe hat 
Could |... lean 
‘on you? 


Mind if we take ‘Are you okay 


this conversation into 


Oh, alright. | 
know a little about 


medicine. ‘Oh, uh... yeah 
sure, | guess. 


| could take a look at 
them while | explain. 


















as a young man, my father was gifted in Unlike typical illusions, his ability 
magic, But what made him unique was not his allowed him to physically become 


power, but a natural ability that most mages human, down to the smallest detail 
could never hope to learn, let alone master. 


4 iy Ta! 





Yeah, | know it's you, 
cousin. 'm not an idiot. You, 
on the other hand, 


Why do you keep doing 
Rose? Roselyn! this? Sneaking off into that 
I'm not a human! human village is going to get 
It's me, Euchre! you collared one day. 
You're not as clever 


Don't stab me! 
as you think you are. 





Now if you'll excuse 
me, | need time to prepare 
for my inauguration! 


‘Oh no? | certainly seemed to 
fool the Templar when | applied to 
join their college in Edinmire. 





‘Are you insane? Why 
would you do that?! 


Rose, you know how much 
magic means to me. Think of all the 
knowledge | could gain from them! 

What the Humans are doing with 
magic is incredible. They have theories, When the Templar catch 
formulae... their magic is an art! And their you, the only thing you'll be 

& college is the only place I can leam it. getting is an execution! 











/as wrong - Euchre was not In Keidran form, Euchre voluntarily arranged to become 
\'m told he thrived at the col an indentured servant on a farm at the edge of town 


A 
\ 
—, 
=) S 
NI 
S This gave him a place to rest outside the college, and 
a 








legitimized his presence in the village, on the off 
chance he was ever discovered in his natural form. 


It was at the college that Euchre first met my mother, Mary Hold on! You're telling me Euchre 
never told your mother what he 


Silveriock. She was not yet Grand Templar, but was well on her way. 
was, even after they started 
| don't know much of their relationship. My mother never went ‘sleeping together?! 
into detail, | think it was too painful for her. All| know is that she did Meah,., the 
not know the truth of Euchre even after they had become intimate. had no Kea. 


From what my mother described, Euchre was a briliant man, but 
he was also... manipulative, and self-serving. | get the impression 
he would have never told my mother the truth, iit hadn't been for. 


Master Euchre! There you 
are. | was told | could find you 
in Ms, Silvertock’s room, 


There's a Keidran, 
Sir. It’s calling your name 
from the gallows, 


Oh, erm... yes, 
what is it, boy? 





ae this Keidran 


skulking around the edge of 
§, the village using an adorable 
=\\_ little illusion charm. 4 
Unfortunately for her, the town’ 
guards saw through it the moment the 
spy opened her mouth. Quite a strong Ja 
rural Keidran dialect, you know? <Euchre, where are 
you? Please, help me!> 


Don't usually get wolves this far 

east. Unfortunately, no one on the field 

right now are familiar enough with them 
to perform a proper interrogation, 


is this really 
necessary? 


Euchre, who is 
this Keidran? Do 
‘Well, | considered holding off you know her? 
Until a translator arrived, but this 
seems easier. Then again... imagine 
what kind of things we might lear. 


ready. 
Bring her up. 


<No! I don't 


understand!> 
<Euchre! Help 


me! Please!!> 
2 





‘spy as you say, I'd like to 
question her. | think she 
knows something, 


Well... if that is 
what you wish. However, 
like | said, it will take quite 
some time in order to find 


das head mage, | have 


ways of communicating 
without using words, f 


Now do.as | 
‘command, 





‘What? May | ask 
why, Headmistress? 


Forgive me, but you are 
not an interrogator, and | know 
you aren't fluent in Keidran 
ts my duty 
to handle spies, 
not yours. 


Thank you, Sirus, but 

| am head of this college, 

and I'll decide for myself 
What my duties are. 












[need to be 
alone right now. 






















You lied to me. 
this whole time! 


No! No more lies, 

Euchre! | questioned Rose 

Hooked into her mind. She 
couldn't lie to me. 


Li's not like that! 


It's Sirus! He was 
trying to trap me -to 
gauge my loyalties. 


You had ac 
could have run! Taken 
her and left this place. 





Inever meant for any 
of this to happen. | wasn't 
trying to use anyone. 





Then why. 
why pretend 
to care about 
me, if not to 
use me? 







| wasn't pretending! 
L.c1 just... hadn't plan 
for it to happen. 







You used her, just 
as you used me. 


] 


Don't pretend to care 
now! | don't know which is 
more disgusting — 







R-Rose? Rose 
is still alive? 





That you never planned to tell 

me what you really were, or that you 

were willing to sacrifice your own cousin 
to make sure it was never found out! 


He knew I couldn't be 
caught connected with a 
ising Keidran 


You didn't seem 

to care enough to 

tell me the truth 

before bedding me. 

All that time we 
re together. 


‘Would it have 
turned out any better 
for me if |had? 


It's your people just 
now who were preparing 
to murder an innocent girt 
they simply suspected 
of being a spy. 


It might not excuse what 


ve don 


but are you honestly 
surprised I'd ke 





Wait, so... what 
ended up happening 
to Roselyn? 


Well, my mother could 
see in Rose's mind that she 
was not in fact a spy. 


So, mother sent her 

back to Keidran territory, 

on the condition that she 
never return again, 


I guess you've 

never had a reason 

to empathize with a 
Keidran before. 


Though, you should 
be glad she survived 


The child had 
red hair and bright 
green eyes. 


And although she 
promised not to return, 


Oh, I see, 
That's... good 


You know... is strange. 
I've heard lots of stories about 
the Templar, but... 've never felt 
bad for the Keidran before. 


I'm... glad Rose 
ended up okay, and 
that's weird to say. 


Well, you see, while 
Euchre was at the college, 


Yes. Before | 
was born, she had 
had a baby boy. 


the child eventually ended 


up at the doorstep of the 


‘Templar, where it was raised 


under a human disguise. 


Uh... 
see. R-Raine, 
what are. 


Neno, of course 
not. | have nothing 
like that! Nothing... 

except for. 


B-but Raine, this 
is crazy! You aren't 

honestly suggesting 
that I'm somehow= 


nd 


-have secretly 
been a Keidran all along, 
just like me! 


Do you happen to 
have any sort of memento 
from childhood? Something 
you've had with you for as long 
‘as you can remember? 


‘Um, well. this 

pendant was said 

to be an old family 
heirloom. 


Nooooooooo00!!! 


‘Oh, and that also 
makes us cousins! 


So, sorry, Cuz, 
'm off limits! 





So, then what 
happened? 


don't actually 

know. All| know is 

that eventually, she 
let him go. 


What? Just 
like that? Why? 


Well, | can 
only say what my 
mother told me. 

She claimed it was 


because exposing him 
‘might have ruined her 
chances of being chosen 
as Grand Templar. 


No, | get that 


I mean, | grew up an 

‘orphan, but | can understand 

the desire of wanting parents 
who don't hate each other. 


Though, | gotta 

say... | wouldn't 

blame your mom 
if she did 


conception was made possible due to my 
father's transformation. However... the gods do 
not look kindly on those who thwart their laws. 


Twas bom cursed - | inherited my father's gift, but 

{} none of his control. I'm not sure which form | was born 
with, but | was either a Keidran from birth, or changed 
soon after, because I'm told the midwife fainted 


But... | don't know. 
if | believe that. 


If she really 

wanted to, | think she 

could have had him. 
“removed” quietly. 


I think a part 

of her still loved him 

But maybe that's naive 
wishing on my part 


Either way, 
| am thankful for 

‘my mother's mercy. As 

you've probably guessed, 

by then she was already 
pregnant with me. 


Itwas a shock 
for everyone 


Iwas given a locket to wear which kept my magic at bay, and 
then sent to live in a cabin far away from civilization. There 
Were years of my childhood where | wouldn't see another 
soul, Save for my caretaker. It was a lonely time in my life. 





Your mother Looking back, | think | 
just... abandoned understand now. | was a living 
you for years? reminder of what Euchre did, 
She couldn't stand to have 
me around, but at the same 


time, I was stil family. So she 
kept me at arms length 
Al Itwasn't so 


bad, though, 


v im | \ Li Uj: My caretaker doubled as 
Ng i 


my tutor, and once | learned You know it's kinda 
how to read, | spent most of funny. | didn't even know 
) ~/) my free time in books. about my “inheritance” until 
T= Z, Iwas about 12 years old 
If you think you were surprised, imagine how | felt as a 


young girl when | accidentally stepped on my locket and 
began sprouting fur. 'd never even seen a Keidran before! 









Rainy, what's wrong? 
You haven't eaten anything 
all day. Let me in! 






No! 
Keep away! 
| might eat you! 





We were sold into slavery by Trace, but secretly released by the 
man I'd later learn was my father. Mother enchanted one of my 
shackles with the same spell as my locket, and then we escaped. 


And... that's 
about it, _ Years later, Euchre helped 
Trace lead a coup détat against 
the Templar, in exchange for 
sparing mother's lif. 


Trace used a painful, forced 
version of my father's spell - Imperfect 
Transformation - to make my mother like We became seperated while on the run, 

Wan: His idea of a cruel joke, | guess. and... that's when | ran into you guys. 








I-1'm sure this 


Well, hey now! 


Inever said 
|... hated Keidran, 
necessarily. 


must be weird for you 


=< 


Vl understand if you don't want 
SS me around you anymore. | know 


you did. In fact, | think it 


| how much you hate Keidran, was just the other day. 
ir } as i 


Teh, Keidran! | hate them all 
Why can't the Templar just 
get rid’a the lot of them? 


‘Okay, okay! Damn it, 
past me, stop making 
current me look bad. 


Erg, this is so 
confusing, 


You don't have 
to apologize. 


I'm just not used to, 
thinking about the stuff | say. 





Well, okay! I said 
that. But... I, uh, didn't 
really mean it. 


I really mean it! 
Every last one of them 
Especially the wolves! 


Alright... yes, | admit it, 
I've never liked Keidran, 
They're always, ya know. 
-buming down my whole village 
and stuff like that. 


But | don't hate you personally, 
Raine. | guess you can't really help 
being what you are, can you? Hey, what 
about me? 


I can't help 
being a Keidran 
either, but you still 
act like a jerk to 
me over it 


No one cares 
wut you, Sythe. 





Don't get me wrong 
though, this is stil 
pretty weird for me, 

Aweek ago, | could hardly 
stand to be in the same room with a 
Keidran, and now I'm sitting right next 
to one having a casual conversation 
While her tail is hitting my leg. 


O-oh! Sorry! 
I've always had trouble 
controlling that thing, 
But you know, | still consider 
myself human... | know | don't 
look it right now, but | spent my 
whole life raised as such. 


I'm stil the 
same “Raine” you 
always knew. 


cl 


‘Oh, yeah, of course! 


I know, I'm just saying... it's 
probably going to take me a 
while to get used to this. 


{know in my head 

who you are, but... seeing 

a Keidran, my body's first 
reaction is still “enemy.” 


Right! 
Where is he, anyway? 
Why hasn't that guy tried 
attacking us again? 


He doesn't have to. 

He knows while there 

are two of us down, we 
‘can't go anywhere. 


No point taking a risk and 
fighting us all at once when 
he can just wait it out. 


Yeah, I'll say. He drew 
his sword on me three times 
during the night saying | had 

“finally turned on him.” 

But ya know, as much as | 
enjoy seeing Red actually question 
his actions for once, can we please 

focus on healing the girls? 


We've stil got an 
assassin out there, 


There's only us three, 

and we can’t leave the girls 

alone, so we either split up 
or we starve. 


This guy is 
devious... a real 
professional 
He's probably watching us 
right now, just waiting for 
the perfect time to strike. 





Kat! Are you 
in there? Open 
up, woman! 


Zen? Hey, Zen! 
Wake up, ya lazy sod! 
Ineed your help! Grrr... he’s getting 
better and better at 
blocking my mind. 


Either that, or our Natani? bhelg 
connection is... no, it's just a minute! 
fine, Maybe we've been 


seperate for too long. 


Kat! | need 
my robes! 


“Awhole outfit"?! 
All asked for was, 
simple robes! 


You said you'd have 
them ready today! 
No! 
| said I'd start 
them today! I can’t 
make a whole outfit 
overnight! 


¥, 


What? Robes? 
No, no, they're 
not ready yet! 


I don't get it it, Natani, 
what's the big deal? So what 
if you look like a woman! 


Hey, shush! 
‘Not so loud! 


If Keith really is 
in danger, what does it 
matter what the others 

think about you? 


Agh! Listen, | don't 
have time for this! Keith's 
life is in danger! | have to matters 
get help from the others, to me. 
but | can't go out in a sheet! 


5 
q 


i 
ke I-Imay have 
gotten a little ambitious. 


Look, if you want my help, 
| want to know the truth. 


W-what do 
you mean? 


black magic, is ther 


® 0 





N-no Basitin black 


magic? How... ef, what 


gives you that idea? 


really tired and cranky. 
Ifyou want my help, just 
be honest with me, 


I'm not going to 
judge you, Natani, 


Well, you see... |... 
you don't understand, 
its just that... um 


‘A-alright, fine. 
The truth 
There's no Basitin 
magic, Keith was just 
covering for me. 


but don't le. 


But the... way | am is 
the result of black magic! 
Itwas just years ago. 


Really? How? 
hat’s not another 
“cover”, is it? 


‘What?! Why 
would you do 
that to him? 


I wasn't trying to 
hurt him on purpose! 


itwasa 
mistake. 


I don't want Keith 
because of me. 


He's not in immediate danger, but... a 
‘spell | cast will kill him eventually unless 
the others can help me talk some sense 

into the stubborn idiot! 


No, no, that’s true! 
(parialy) But | don't have 
time to go through my 

whole life story! 
Keith, danger, 
remember? 


Well, you had time 
to come to me. What's 
the matter with him? 


| see... well, there's no way | can finish your 
robes today, but | think | can scrap together 
something to atleast cover up your. igure. 
I'll need an hour minimum, though. 

. ‘And in return, 
SY you tell me your 
story. The true 

one, okay? 


Damn it, Keith. After 
finish saving your ife, Im 
going to kill you for this. 





and then they called me 
into the court. | didn't even care 
about being banished again. 


Y-you can't do this, 

Keith! If me b-being here 

is hurting you, you have 
to... s-send me back! 


Laura, you 
begged me not to 
moments ago! 


But it turns out, Alaric 
had planned for this all along! 
| was made a generall 
{'m still not sure how 
that even happened. 


Keith, what di 
she mean? 


They even gave 
me my own armor! 
I'l show you! 


Then tell me what 
Natani meant! Why did 
she say you'd die?! 
|-is that how 
I'm still here? Am | 
killing you? 


Laura, relax, |... 'm 
fine! Everything's fine. 


All the more reason! You 
were terrified when Natani said 
you had to go back | know those 

were your true feelings. 

Besides, / fee! fine! Maybe 

Natani is wrong. There's no 

way to know how the spell 
will affect a Basitin, 


Laura, please. | need this. 
You don't know what the last few 
days have been like for me. 


| know this is selfish, 


but | just want to be happy, 
it wont last 


That was before | 
knew it would mean 
you would d-diel 





know | am, but 
what Natani sa— 
mmmph! 


You are real. | 
don't know how, and 
I don't care. 


I won't abandon you again. 
Hlfind help. One of my friends 
must be able to do something. 


Vil do whatever it 
takes to save you. 


So please, don't 
worry. Let's just enjoy 
the time we have. 


Listen to me, Laura. 
I know you want to stay here 
just as much as | want it 


You travelled across the 
ocean and to the edge of the 
world just to find me. 
You deserve to be 
happy. We both do. So 
please, don't worry. 


I can't help it 


H-how can you 
even be sure that 
I'm really... me? 


Natani said, 


== ae |2 a 


Tknow it's you, 

Laura. No amount 

of imagination could 
replace you. 


O-okay, Keith. 
Ul try, for you, if. 


cif that's really 
what you desire. 





Admit it, Trace. 
She's a cute kid. 
| suppose. Ir 
‘a manipulative 
sort of way. 
cl 


Have you ever 


thought about. 
having kids? Er... no, I... hadn't 
really considered it, 


1... don’t know. If 'm 
honest... | think I'd probably 
be the worst father ever. 
Ihave about six months 
worth of life experience and 
about two decades worth of 
stuff | can't remember. 


Everyone in the world 
either hates me for things | 
did or wants me to go back 

to the way | was before. 


Um, well... just need 
to know, it's important. Ifit 
were somehow possible for 
us... would you want that? 


Including an evil black smoke 
hallucination which I think might be my 
past self trying to reassert itself. 


Honestly, | kinda figured 
“no kids" was a foregone conclusion 
once | decided to start dating outside 
of my own species, you know? 


So yeah, I'm not 7 wait, wait, 
exactly father materi. back up. 


Evil black smok 
hallucination?’ 





Oh, yeah, well 
And | didn't listen 


It only happened once toiit, obviously! | might 

this morning while | was be a little naive, but its 

cooking breakfast. }}_ attempts at manipulating 
‘me were transparent. 


Manipulating? 
I'l be honest, 
a freaky voice in my What do you mean? 
head is pretty unnerving, What did it say? 
but I'm hoping it was 
just that once. 


Wel, it seemed to 
think you were keeping it- wha. 
something from me. Don't be like 
that, Flora! | would 


‘And that when you told fever Ge that 


me what it was, that would 
somehow make me go back 
to my “old ways.” 


W-well, that's okay! 
Besides, it's not I'm sure whatever it No, Trace, wai— 

like you really are keeping is, I'll understand! isityour health? 

some life-changing secret Yoyou'te not dying 


Homma anyway, are you?! _/“No, no! I'm fine, 


Listen to me- 
Is...is it about 
our relationship? 
‘W-well, yes, 


sort of. 
Is it... tthat 


you want to stat” wor it's not 
seeing other that! Please, no 


There's absolutely is it that you're gunna 


nothing you could tell ‘be a mama tiger?! 
me that'll just make me 
flip out, I swear! 


Hey, maybe if | 
just guess, itll, um. 
soften the blow. 





Sigh... 
Look, Kid, | appreciate that 


you're trying to help, but this 
is an adult conversation, 


We don't need 
your silly, nonsensical 
suggestions. 


Now come on, out! We'll 
figure out what to do with you 
after we're done talking! 


“Right?” A-as 
in... correct? 
But she... she 

was implying that. 
you were. 


Wow, you two 
really had me going 
there for a second! 
Did you two plan this 
out from the beginning 
or did y-eeeeeee-! 


Aww. 1 
was just trying 
to help! 


Trace, you 
promised not 
to freak out 


| consider falling 
unconcious to be a 
form of freaking out. 





Idon't know! | 


Trace, are 
really have no idea! 


you alright? 
J only found out the day we 
left the island, and even then, 
I wasn't sure | believed it! 


| just always assumed 
it wasn't possible between 


Yeah - | mean no! 
I mean... when? How?! 


THAT'S BECAUSE 
‘IT ISNT POSSTBLE, 


That's why I've been so 
distant with you lately, and 
Wearing this all the time, 


I didn't want to keep 
ita secret, but | had no 
idea how to explain it! 


YOU KNOW WHAT SHE'S 
SAYING IS IMPOSSTBL ey 


Site’S BEEN SLEEPING. 
BEHIND YOUR Back. 


a human and a Keidran! 


T-Trace, | know how it 

might seem, but | swear! I've 

never been with anyone else 
since I've been with you! 


Ott, T'M SORRY, 
MT SPEAKING OVER 
HER WORDS? THEY ARENT 
TAPORTANT ANWVAY. 


pO YOU SEE NOW 


WHY KETDRAN cANNOT: 
‘BE TRUSTED? NO MATTER 
HOW HUMAN THEY SEEM, 
THEY ARE ANTAALS. ummm ll 
—4 1 
aw 
\ 


SHE WAS ALL OVER HIM AT 
THAT FESTIVAL, REMEMBER? 
T'S NO SURPRISE SHE'D 

BEND OVER FOR HI- 4 





7 Trace... not you. 
| thought if anyone 


would believe. 


“i 
Not at you, 


You... 
you're not? 


course 


know you. You don't 
have to explain yourself. 
to me - or to anyone else 
for that matter! 


Ifyou say it's the truth, 
then | believe it! 


Really? No, like I told 


you before, | trust 
you. Really. 


Although, you didn't 
have to tell me to shut 
up like that. 





It doesn't know me, 
much less you. 


THIS (SN'T OVER. 


‘Yes, itis. I'm the 
only one in control 
of my thoughts. 


a Ba 
I know | said it before, but 

it's such a relief to finally be open 

with you again, even though I'm. 
still unsure how it's possible. 


| think the stress 
was starting to make 
my fur fall out. 

Or maybe I'm just 
shedding my summer coat. 
Either way, it was making a 

mess of our bed. 


Ni 


Yeeeah, | 
wasn't going to 
mention it... 


Huh? But 
its still morning. 
We just got up 
two hours ago. 


W977 That smoke thing 


still worries me. Is it 
still talking to you? 


7 \twas, 
but I think it’s 
gone now. 


‘And speaking of 
/T the bed, 1'll finally be 
able to sleep without 
wearing this thing! 


can't tell you 


how frustrating 
that’s been! 


‘With our fight on the 
island, and then me avoiding 

you ever since, it feels like i's 
been forever since we just... 


Suit yourself. 


But if you need 
me, you'll know 


I where to find me. 
On the bed. 


Right, uh, stay out of trouble, 
‘Squirt. We'll be back... late 


Huh? Strange 
time to sleep. 





And... that's 
about it. | guess. 


Wow, Natani. 
had no idea. 


Thank you 
for being honest 
with me. Yeah, well, you kinda 
blackmailed me. It's not like 
I had a lot of choice. 


I know now why 
you're so uncomfortable 
with people knowing 
understand very well 
the desire to not be judged 
by how you look. 
We're more alike 
than you might think, 
in that regard. 


I don't look like this And since you've 
by accident, you know. told me a secret, I'll tell 


| was bred this way. 


‘As were my parents, 
and theirs, and so on. 


It doesn't help that 
they're right - it's exactly 
what | was bred for. 


you one of mine. 


There's a reason why 
canines and felines aren't 
often bred together. 


I'm infertile. | cannot 
go into heat. I'll never have 
children of my own. 


It's alright. I's thanks 
to that | was allowed to be 
sold to Eric, after all 

can't imagine 


where I'd be right 
now otherwise. 





> Man, now | feel ike 

areal asshole, sitting here 
complaining to you about my 

perfectly functional lady bits. 


Hahah... | don't 
suppose you have 
a spell for that? 


No, but if | ever 
find one, you'll be 
the first to know. 


1'm certainly never 
going to use mine. 


And believe me, you're 
not missing anything when 
it comes to estrus. 


It's the one thing | hate 
most about being stuck 
ina woman’s body. 


It's the only time where | feel lke I'm being 
controlled by my body, and not the other way Yeah, well, thankfully 
around, |... don't like being controlled. my brother's always been there 
for me; making sure | didn’t do 
anything stupid I'd regret. 


That first year was bad, though, 
We... hadn't learned to completely 
block each other out yet. 


‘Oh... wow... 
I hadn't thought poor guy. 
of it like that 


I'm sorry.That 


must be awful TOS GYT? 


He only had to deal 
with it once! 


This guy's had 
to deal with it his 
whole adult life! 





EY ave you almost 
done? | feel bad enough 
wailing even this long, 


Just need to make 
sure this doesn't fall 
apart like last time, 


You really 
care about him, 
don't you? 


W-what do you 
mean? Of course. 
We're... friends. 


a debt. That's all 
bee is to itt 


‘And there was also that time | caught the 
two of you in the baths together. I didn't 
Know it at the time, but in hindsight. 


H-hey! That was a misunderstanding! We ended up in the 
same bath by accident! And he was washing my back! It 
‘wasn't what it looked like! | don’t even know why I let him— 


Okay, good. 


As | said, Keith's not 
in danger of just dropping 
dead or anything, but. 


I don’t know how 
long it'll take to make 
him see reason. 


Yeah. You probably 
already guessed, but Keith's 
been covering for me. 


| assumed so. 
from all the talk of 
“Basitin black magic.” 


Woah woah woah! 
wasn't implying you two 
were doing anything! 
| just meant 
it's obvious he'd 
known then. 


Right... well 


‘Anyway, Keith's stuck 
his neck out for me a lot. 
He protected me when | 

wasn't... in control. 
He even risked his 
own life for me, 
And what have 
lever done for 
him in return? 





Ugh... Lean't 
believe I'm talking 
about this stuff, 


Iwas never 
so mushy with 
Zen around. 


I mean, don't get 
me wrong. This has 
been... weird. 


But... it's kinda nice 
to be able to talk about) 


| don't blame him. = 
But | couldn't ignore 
them like he did 


And... sigh, 'm 
just rambling now. 


No, no, 
| understand, 


haven't had a lot of 
‘women in your life. 


Well, you're 
in luck! The robes 
are finished! 


So, you won't 
have to put up with 
all this “git! talk” for 

much longer. 


You know, | really 
hate to admit it, but. 


.. wasn't 
a terrible as I'd 
imagined it 


My brother's - erk! - 


great. He's always been 


supportive, but... 


There's just 


| ‘some stuff I can't talk 


to him about! 


Like... these things! 

When they started... becoming 

a problem, Zen just pretended 
like they didn't exist. 


Well, | know 
we need to go help 
Keith, but. 
After this is all over, 
if you ever feel like you 
eed more “git talk’... 


Vil be here. 


‘Sp Kathrin. I'l. 
think about it. 





These. 
are my robes? 


W-wait! | know 

they aren't very good, but 

please remember, they 
aren't the final version! 


Thanks, Kat. 
These are great 


Oh, you're 
welcome! |-it was 
nothing, really. 


The vest was mostly 

done. All| did was modify 

your old robes into some 
pants and a cloak 


Hey! Where 
is everybody?! 


Hello? Stripes? 
Hey, I need to borrow 
your pet human. 


No, no, 
they're nice! 


I can't remember the 
last time I've had something 
that actually fit me right. 


Well, they 
work! Now let's 
get going! 


-oh, right. 
I'm... right behind 
you, Natani 


You in h- woah, 
what the...? 


Who in the 
world did that?! 





Hey there, 
Mr. Wuffypants! 


Don't you remember? 
We've met twice before. I'm 
LL. Madelyn Adelaide! 


But you can call me 
Maddie for short. Or 


Wha-?! Who 
are you?! Where did 
you come from? 


I was sent with 
you guys to act as 
a military escort 


From now on, 
Keith and | are going 
to be very close! 


Madness for long! 


‘Oh, right... you 
The one who wrote that 
heartfilled letter. 


What are you 
doing here? 


Gah! | don't have time 
for this! Where is everyone? 
I need them here! 


Now listen 
Pipsqueak, K 
doesn't need you, 

he's got me! 


Just as 
soon as | stop 
killing him 


You do? Hm... oh! 1 
think | know a way to get 
everybody's attention! 





I've missed this. 
~ol'm still surprised 
how well you've been 
taking the news. 


‘Well, don't 
get me wrong, 
Flora. 


I'm stil kinda 

freaking out about 

the whole “being a 
dad” thing 


So maybe it 
isn’t as impossible as 
everyone thinks 
Maybe hybrids are 
just so rare that they've 
gone undocumented? 


What if they 
all 


| don't care what 
anyone thinks! 


they can't 
accept it, then it’s 
their problem. 
Come on, let's not 
worry about what 
might happen. 


But it's the 
normal kind of freaking 
out, | think. 


Not the 
crazy evil type. 


‘Good! I don't 
care much for 
that one. 


Actually, 've been 
thinking about this whole 
situation, and | figure 


Alot of people can't 
read or write, right? 


It must be... but 
I'm not sure if the others 
will accept that. 
I's common know- 
ledge that humans and 
Keidran can't breed. 


You're right, Trace. 
Let's just enjoy the peace 
we have right now, 

I'm just glad there's, 
nothing else for us to 
be worried about. 


‘Why! Why 
did | say that 
out loud?! 





Well, we'd better 
check it out. 


That crash sounded like 
it came from the kitchen, and 
Eric's sure to have heard it. 


Yeah, | suppose. 


Hey, aren't you going 
to get dressed first? 


Actually, 
you know what? 
I think I'm good. 


They have to find 

out sometime, and you're 

fight, i's not worth the stress 
of keeping it secret. 


| think that's a I've been wearing 
good idea. As long them for a while, anyway. 
as you're sure. 22a They were getting a little 
rank, to be honest. 


Wha-? Me?! | 
didn't do anything! ¥ W-where did 
Itwas her ide-_44 she go?! She was 
right here! 


“ Natanil | heard a 
crash, is everything- 


What did you?! 





Hey, we heard a 
crash Wha- woah! 


Hey, what the 
heck is going on 
in here?! 


Natani smashed 
up the kitchen! Alright! Way 
to go, Natani! Fight 
the power! 


material! You 
stole it! 


| already said 

| didn’t do itt And 

this isn't important 
right now! 


off, now! 


Ididn't steal 


( 
‘And if you touch @”ything! 
me again I'l break off 
your hand and beat you 
to death with it 


Leave him 
alone, Eric! | gave 
it to him! 





Kat! How 
could you?! 
You have no idea 
what that material 
was worth! 


But after all, 
what's yours is 
mine, isn't that 
right, Brother? 


That doesn't excuse 
you from taking my things 


without asking me! 


What's gotten into 

you, Kat? We're going 

to have to have a talk 
later about this. 


But for right 
now... 


What's with 
all the yelling, 
you guys? 4 


Did something 
happen? 


I knew exactly 
how much that material 
was worth, Eric! 
I'm not as dumb as 
you might think if you 
bothered to notice! 


So if you're 
going to yell at anyone, 
it should be me! 


<Listen here, Wolfl> 


<I'm captain of this 
ship and | don't appreciate 
being threatened!> 


-<Now those robes were 

not Kat's to give, so either 

you pay for the damage or 
you hand them over!> 


















Oh, thank 
goodness! 


Loouldn't 
breathe in there! 





Here's the cake... 






Sorry, | 
kinda... sat 
on it, 


Flora, you. 
are you...? 


Eric! Don't 
go being mean to 
her now, too! 

She's just a bit 
pudgy! And she doesn't 
like it when people go 

pointing it out! 


‘Hey! I'm not 
“pudgy”! 


“< You! Stripes!> 


<I need your 

human! And you 

have to translate 
for me!> 


<My human? 
For what?> 


<I'd like to see 
you try, human! 


<Would you all 
just shut up so | 
can explain?!> 


<And talk normal! | 
can't understand your 
human gibberish!> 


<Hey! We 
aren't finished 
here, wolfl> 


‘<Either you give 

up those materials, 

or Ill have you put 
in the brig!> 


I'm giving you until 
the count of three...> 


‘ott 


rabble! 





Laura?! 


That's impossible! 
You're... | saw you. 


<It’s not a ghost! 
That's what I've been 
trying to explain!> 


<She's an illusion - a 

spell that creates your hears 

desire, while leaching away 
your life in exchange.> 


H's a ghost! 


The ship is 
haunted! 


<Oh gods, no! 
Ghosts on a ship 
are bad luck!> 
<The Na'Rella 
is doomed!> 


<Shut up, Natani! 
Don't talk about her like that! 
Laura is not an “it’!> 


<She's reall> 


<And if t's not taken 
care of, it's going to end 
up killing him!> 


<He's only saying that 
because he desperately wants 
it to be true! Of course the fake 
would say it's reall> 


-<But Natani... what if 

Keith's right? We've seen 

ghosts before. What if it 
really is Laura?> 


<Flora, tell 
your human to 
dispel it!> 


<She's nota 
fake! | know Laura. 
can telll> 


<That's not the point! 
‘Are you people listening? 
Keith's going to die!> 
And ghost or illusion, 
Laura. Is. Dead!> 





<I'm not letting you 
take Laura away from 


me again, Natanil> 
Bx <Why won't you just 


leave us alone? What do 
you have against her’ 


‘What do I~” 
“Again?!"> 


'RRRGH! 


<I'm doing all of 
this for you, ya moron! 
‘And you know it!> 


<Because | 
care about you, 
you idi 
<Do you really think 
what happened at the tavern 
meant nothing to me?> 


nd you know how 
hard it is for me to say stuff 
like this — especially in front 


of everybody! But... I... Ineed you, okay?! 
You're the best friend | have 
on this stupid boat!> 


<Well | never 

asked you to! So why 

can't you just leave me 
in peace?!> 


~<And right now, you need me, 
too. I won't et you destroy yourself, 
even if it means you hating me!> 





<I know. <I shouldn't have 
and I'm sorry.> said that. | don’t blame 
you, | just...> 
<I can't give up 
on Laura... again. 
Ijust can'tl> 


<Not if there's 
a chance...> 


<Alright, look, let's all 
just... calm down now.> 


<Natani, you're right, we have to do 
something about this, but it would help if we 
knew exactly what we're dealing with.> 


‘<Maybe there's some way 
to prove one way or another 
what she really is.> 


-<But there isn't! None of us 
knew Laura except Keith, and it's 
Qoing to act just like he expects!> 


<Well, wait, how 


exactly does this spell ; 
of your work?> <Like | said, its a 


heart's desire spell.> 


<It takes your memories of 
a person and recreates it.> 


‘<But the illusion 
can't be perfect! 
er, can it?> 


<Well, no... it's only 

as good at the memories. 

That's probably the reason 
why she looks younger.> 


<it's how Keith 
remembers her best> 





<Bult... then that's 

it, right? She looks <You would 

young, s-so illusion, think, but it's not 
not ghost, yes?> that simple...> 


<The illusion claims 

to be a spirit using the 

spell as a means of. 
manifesting itself.> 


<So, okay... 
<if it really is an 

illusion, and it's only 

made from memories. 
that Keith has...> 


<Well, then it is simple! <Who else knows anything 
We just ask it something about Laura that Keith doesn't? 
only Laura would Inow!> None of us really had enough 
time to... get to know her.> 


<There is 
someone else.> 


<Trace was there, 
before sh 


At the beach. He 
was holding her, and 
she was awake.> 


Did you speak 
{with Laura while you 
were carrying her? 


<If he can prove to 
everyone what | know Huh? Uh, yeah, | did, 
she is, then do it> why? What's going on? 





Oh, uh huh. 
and I'll..? Ah. 


Keith, are you 
sure about this? 


Just get it 
over with 


I need to ask 
you something, 
When | was carrying 
you down from the mountain, 
you were pretty out of it 


But you did tell me 
a few things. Do you recall 
what you said to me? 


Go on, Laura. 
Tell him, 


<She doesn't remember 
remember. because Keith doesn't know.> 

My memory 
is... fuzzy. 

It doesn't 

mean that! 

She was dying at 
the time! Of course she 
might not remember! 


Laura, please. You 
‘mentioned the first time we met. 
Do you remember that? 


Oh... the first 
time we met? | 
know that. 





Welt... t-the first 
time we met was at 
the inn, wasn't it? 


fainted... but 
Keith was there. 
I don't know 


how that proves 
anything. 


We met 
once before. 


‘Something 
only the real Laura You're lying 


would know. to protect me, 
aren't you?! 


Tell them! 


Laura, don't 
do this to me! 
Tell the truth! 


1 don't 
know it! 


Please... just 
show them. 


Please... Ineed 
you to be real 





Laura... 
need you. | have 
nothing left 


‘Your friends, 


People who 
care about you 


You have 
to, Keith, 
Even if | were the real Laura, 
she wouldn't want to see you wasting 
away for a few more days of life. 


With them, | 
know you can. 


She would want 
you to live on. 





I'm sorry. I've 
been so stupid, 


No, Keith, 
You're just in pain. Please don't stay 
bitter with the world, 
Its not what I... Laura 
would want 


You've been in 
pain for so long 


And I'm so sorry 
| added to it. But your 
friends can help you. 


Yes, | get it. I's 
time. I'm not ready, 
but... I get it 


Laura... you don't 
have to pretend anymore. 
I understand now. 





Natani 
what do | do? 


All you have 
to do is want it. 


No, Keith. It's about 
what you need more. And 
you know what that is, 
But you 
have to admit it 
to yourself! 


orgot for a while, 
but... | need to live, 


You helped me to 
remember that. 


Want... Laura 
gone? But... how 
can | want that? 


You're right, 
Laura, you're right. 

















'm so glad. 





As long as | know 
1'm not holding you back, 
| can be content. 





I think you've 
helped me too. 





Woah! 


Hey, gotchal 


The drain of the 
illusion is catching 
up with you. 


Come on. I'm 
taking you back 
to your room, 





Man, am | glad all 
of that's sorted now. 


Ghosts, that's just what 
we needed. Hopefully, no 
more drama crops up. 


Ihear ya 


Well, ona 
lighter note. 
I meant to say 
earlier, but | see you 
decided to open up 
about the baby. 
Congrats! 


You're 
pregnant?! 


You mean you. 
really didn't figure. 
that out already? 


um, surprise? 





Alright, here 
we are. Uh... sorry about 
smacking your head on that 
door frame earlier. 


Yeah, thanks. 
|... think I can take 
it from here. 


Hey, I wasn't 
exaggerating when | said 
it was killing you. 


Just let me take 

care of it, You'll need 

help getting that fancy 
armor off, anyway. 


You're gunna fee! 
like crap for a while, 
but you'll be okay. 


Sleep. Tomorrow 
will be better. 


Natani... you do realize 
Basitins consider ear-rubbing to 
be... an intimate gesture? 


Do... do you want 
me to stop? 
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You were 
right, Flora. 


Getting out of 
the cabin for a while 
was a good idea. 


You know, looking 
up at the stars like this, it 
almost reminds me of the 
first night we met. 


Do you remember 
that night in the forest? 


Yeah, this is nice. 


After everything that's 
been going on lately, all | want 
to do right now is kick up my 
paws and relax. 


Well, you've been 
under a lot of stress lately. 
You deserve i 


How could | forget? 
It's the very first day | 
have any memory of. 


From my perspective, 
that night was the first night 
| had ever experienced 














You're still up. | didn’t 
wake you, did I? | just left to 
gather more firewood, 





Alright, that 
should be enough 
to last for now. 





{ 


No. I've 
been awake. 














So, um... since 
we're both still up, there's 
something ! wanted to ask you 
earlier, but... | wasn't sure if 

it'd be rude to do so, 










That guy from before 
called you a “Keidran.” 















Is that the name 
of your... species? 













Do you 
really not know? 
This isn't some elaborate 
trick or something? Playing 
dumb to bring me back? 









I'm not trying to 
“bring you back” anywhere. 
Twas just curious. 


All| know for sure about 
Keidran so far is that they have 
orange fur and stripes. 






know much, do yo 





What? We don't all 
have... wow, you don't 















Okay, let me get this straight. 
there are tiger Keidran, wolf Keidran, 
dog Keidran, and fox Keidran. 












And then... rabbit 
Keidran, and lizard Keis 
and fish Keidy~ No, no, nol 
That's wrong. | mean, yes, there are 
supposedly merfolk in the sea and | had 
heard stories from people about a species 
of reptiles in the mountains... but none of 
those count as Keidran. 


r Sovstearits and felids. 





























Well... what's 
the difference? 

If both canids and 
felids count as Keidran, 
why not the others? 







The difference is 
canid and felid Keidran 

are closely related 

The other creatures are more 

primitive than our two species. They're 
usually classified as beasts... but then 

again, so are Keidran sometimes. 

Oh, and have | 
mentioned Basitins yet? 


slgi= 
It's alright, Trace. 








The only ones 
you'll need to know are 
us Keidran. All the rest 
are either far away or 
might not even exist 








Well, 'm sure glad . \ 
I have you here to teach NY 


me about this stuff. 





I'd be totally 
a Basitin, They live far off on some lost right now 


weird island or something, without you. 






Oh... erm, you. 
you're welcome. 


Well, you're lucky 
| found your cluelessness 
so cute, then, human! 


Because that whole night 
while you were asleep | was up 
debating whether or not it would 


be safer for me to just... 


nee! You wil 


were so clueles: 


Hey! Gimme a break! It was 
my first day. | was experiencing 
everything all over again! 


There's something 
| wanted to show you! 





Hey! It's the shirt 
I woke up in! I didn't even 
know we still had it. 
Where did it 
‘come from? 


| found it crumpled 
up at the bottom of 
your old backpack. 


Urg... certainly smells 
ike it's been stuck down 
there all this time, too. 


come you stopped 
wearing it? 


Y—What, you mean other 
than that big Templar emblem 
right on the front? 


Well, have you seen 
the back yet? 


The victim 

of one too many 

of your pounces, 
if | recall 


Right... sorry. 

| really need to be 

more careful with 
my claws. 





Hang on, | hear 
footsteps. Someone's 
‘coming up. 


Oh, its you! 
Evening, Keith! 


hey, you guys. 


Sorry, | didn't know 
anyone else was up here 
at this time of night. 


'm not... interrupting 
anything, am I? | can 
come back later. 


‘We were just going through 
some old stuff and reminiscing 
about the early days. 


What are 
you up to? 
Huh, that’s 
a coincidence. 


In away, 
so was |. 





I've been thinking 
‘about what you guys have 
been telling me. 


Ooo! It's the 
bucket helmet! 


‘What were 
you going to do 
with that? 


Ifyou must know, 
Iwas planning on dropping 
itinto the ocean. 


About letting.. 
‘certain things go. 


So | brought 
up this. 


Flora, do you even 
know why | wore that thing } 
in the first place? 





It worked. Every night, | would look into my helmet and 
see myself, alone. It was a constant reminder of what my 
father had done, and how | could never truly be rid of him. 


Either way, I don't 
deserve to wear this 
helmet anymore! 


I spent my life 
hating that man for 
what he'd done. 


‘And now it turns 
out, my father was 
never the monster | 

thought he was. 


He may not have 
shown me any love, but 
he loved my mother. 








<I saw you going up. | 
figured you might be doing 
something foolish.> 


Keith, don't > 


<Natani? This 
doesn't concern you.> 











<I might not have 
been around as long as 
those two, but...> 


<I know you.> 









<The moment you 
throw that helmet into the se 
you'll turn around and be 
yourself up over it. 


<You might even 
convince yourself that you 
somehow deserve it.> 

















<And neither 
does it, believe 
itor not.> 
<Because | know for 
a fact that you owe your 
life to that thing.> 









<But you don't.> 









<ifit weren't for that helmet, the day we first 
met would have turned out much differently 
I would have aimed my arrow at your head.> 
<I, um... regret that whole... trying 
to murder you thing, by the way.> 















<Lights out, 
ya’ long-eared 
weirdo.> 






<It's okay, Natani.> 







<We're even, since | did 
try the same thing at the inn.> 
<...Granted, | stopped 
intentionally, whereas you failed 
due to incompetence.> 













<But | get what 
you're saying. 


<Yeah, well, at the time 
| would have been more 
| appreciate that you than happy to do so. 
didn't take my head off Itwasn't exactly my 
way back then.> intention to spare you.> 


<But yeah, lke | 
said, 'm... certainly glad 
that didn't happen. 


If had known 
at the time that 
you were. 


Inever imagined 
that one day I'd... 


Um... well, you see... I 
really like having you around 
a-as a good friend, and. 
stuff, so > 


<it's okay, 
Natani.> 


<Maybe you're 
right about this thing > 








Yeah, Keith, 
he's right! 








Besides, think of all 
the good times we've had 
with Ol Buckety! 











i Like that one time, 
2 when | stole all your clothes 
while you were bathin; 
\ —\ y 9 





and then sent them 
floating down the river as 
payback for attacking me 
that one time! 







iv 







I knew I never 
should have trusted a 
bloody Keidran! 












il get you 
for this, Floral 













It took me nearly 
half an hour before 
I got them back! 





They went over 
a waterfall! 






Fine, Since 
you apologized. 


And... | suppose | 
can admit that it was, 
in hindsight. 


mad at me. 


lonly tease you 
out of love. 


Look, I'm sorry. | 
didn’t mean to make you 
feel uncomfortable. 


That's the 
spirit! 


But honestly... | know 
in the past you had a lot of 
bad memories associated 

with this helmet. 


But things have 
changed for you 
since then 


You're no longer 
banished and your father You'll see things 
wasn't a monster. differently than you 
‘And | think when you did before. 
KL took at it now. 





Alright, alright! 


I get what you're 
both saying. I'll keep 
the dang helmet! 


2] 


<And now that that's, 

all settled, why don't you 

two lie down and watch 
the stars with us?> 


<I suppose | don't 
have anything better 
to do right now.> 


<What about 
you, Natani?> 


<Eh, if you're going to, 
then sure, why not?> 


You know what, 
Flora? You were right. 


This is nice. 
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I've got 
good news and 
bad news. 


The good news is 
the girls are stable. 
At least for now. 


Whatever the 
I( assassin used, it isn't 
killing them. 


It's just... keeping 
them asleep. And that's 
the bad news. 
Without knowing exactly 
what he used, there's nothing 
can do to help them. 


I've tried some simple 
remedies, but the sisters 
just won't wake. 


So in short, we're 
totally boned. 


We need a cure, and 
the only one who might know 
it. is the assassin 


That isn't 
helping! 





Raine! Your mother was the 
What we former Grand Templar! You 

Need to do is think must have powerful magic! 
up a plan! 


plan, from 
you? Now | know 
we're doomed. 


Be careful not 
to strain yourself 


Well, yes... I..}do 
have magic, but like | said, 
| was never trained, 


And it wouldn't As long as I'm trapped 


in this Keidran body, I'm stuck 
with all the biological issues that 
comes with being Keidran, 


matter anyway. 


| can't cast magic 
without mana crystals! 


This doesn't 
“tum me human.” 


This is a magic 
suppressor. It keeps. 
my curse in check. 


But it also cuts off 
Well, what about my magical abilities. 
this shackle thing? 
P it tums you human, 

right? Then you can use 


magic without crystals. if managed to fx 


| then wouldn't be able to 
use magic voluntarily. 


It’s lose-lose, 
either way. 



















Well, alright, 
maybe. 


Okay, first, how? 












We can't exactly 


Maybe the defend ourselves while 
two of us could just carrying two women. oo 
carry the girls? 


And Raine can't 
carry them, Not 
for miles. 





Second, where? 


The nearest villages are 
either the one that was destroyed 
or the one who's neighbour was just 

destroyed... by wolves. 

Which, if you hadn't noticed, 

two of us currently are! 


Oh, believe 
me, I've noticed! 
I've also noticed I'm 
the only one making any 
suggestions here! 


While all you do 
is complain! 


Yeah? Well so far my 
complaining seems to be 
about as effective! Would you two 


Maybe | wouldn't need cut it out! 7 We're all tired and 
to poke holes in your plans stressed, but this arguing 
if they weren't all stupid! isn’t helping any of us! 

So knock it off! 












You do 
that, fleabag 










Viljust stand guard 
in silence, then, since 
that’s all 'm good for. 
Maybe if 'm lucky, 
that assassin will have 
an extra sleep dart 
waiting for me. 


Tch! Keidran! 


What did | 
do to deserve being 
stranded out here with 
these animals? 
























Mother was right. 
‘Once people see me like this, 
it's all they ever see. 










But she also said if | tried 
hard enough, I could learn to 
control it ike Euchre could! 


So why isn't 
it working?! 





Come on! 
‘Change back! 


back already! x 


iy 






You really 
are a moron, ya 
know that? 








| thought you 
said you were going 
to stay quiet. 












Maybe you ought to 
take your own advice! 








Maybe it'l help convince 
her she'd be better off with. 
someone of her own kind. 






Raine’s already uncomfortable 
enough being Keidran without you 
using Keidran slurs around her! 











H-hey! 
She's not one of 

your kind, no matter 
how she looks! 














Wha-? She knows 
I wasn't referring to her! 
only meant you and the 
bastard hunting us! 








Don't get 
any ideas! 










‘Somehow, | don't 
think that's how she 
interpreted it. 
But fine, keep doing 
what you're doing, 


x I 











Perhaps you 
should be telling 
her that, then. 














Ugh... why is 
fur so itchy? Just checking to 
make sure you's 
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yy y Is this normal? 
The 


& 


have fleas! 


think | have~ 


Er, | mean... h-hey! 
I. uh.., thought you 
\eeded to be out there to 
watch Sythe’s back? 











So what are 
you working on? 


Eh, he's right 
outside, and | can see 
him from here. 
He's still 
being pissy. 







Well, since I'm no 
help to the girls, | figured 
| might as well try and see 

if | can fix this thing. 
It's just a crack, 
80 hopefully it won't 
be impossible. 







Oh, | thought you 
said it wouldn't help? 







Maybe not with 
this situation, but. 








‘Well, right now it's 
my only hope of being 
human again 


Er, | mean-! Not 
‘Oh, gotcha. i that there's anything 
» ~S wrong with... how. 
7 Wow, this stuff really 
does just fall out of my 
mouth, doesn't it? 







can see why 
‘you wouldn't want to look 
iike that any longer than 
necessary! 















Hey, look, it's 
cool, alright? 


I'm used to it. You don't have 
to keep pretending Zh \ 

My mother was the we're slill fiends, 

same way. She could 

barely look at me. 






know I'm not the gitt 
you thought | was. 


No! Thats YY 
not how itis! 


I'm not pretending! 
I'm not clever enough 
to pretend! 


Ugh, I'm just an 


V admit, the 
Satiniaie idiot, and I'm sorry. 


you look now is still 
something I haven't 
gotten used to. 


We are still 


friends, alright? 
| promise. 


Thanks. I Wan { 
| know how you normally (ie \ 4 / 
feel about... non-humans, ( 
so that means a lot. b 
yy N 
ZL \ WN 
(i \\ ASS 
Even if 'm not AN ZA\ 
sure | believe it 
( | SS 


you're alright? 
‘a Huh? N-no, = 

I'm fine, why? 
¢ / 


/ 
Well, I'm no C\ 
expert on Keidran facial 








You still don't 
( seem like it 






expressions, but. 


Right, these 
stupid things. 


1 ‘Don't mind them. They 
don't listen to me. 





They only listen’ 
for you, right? 


Get it? Because 


they're ears. 


‘Aw, now 
they're back 
down again! 


\ FA 4 ‘Sorry, sometimes 
That's ‘ y 4 my tail has a mind ] 
kinda cute, - / of its own too. 


), Nile 







Hey, cut it out! 
Hah! Gotcha! 








Now that I think 

about it, having a tail 

must be even weirder 
than moving ears! 


you 
please not 


We already have e: 
but tails are a compl 
new limb altogether! = 


N-no really, 
you shouldn't 


Can you really 
control how it moves? 
I can't even imagine how 
that would feel. 


You know, despite my 


misgivings about other races, 
admit I've always wondered { 


\ just how you cay 2 sin! @ A 















‘Are you sure 
you're alright? 









Just a bit 
winded, eheh. 






How can those 

two fool around at 

Sorry for the a time like this? 
tail thing. 


















We're stuck out here 
in this hopeless situation and 
they'te still acting like we're 
‘on picnic in the woods. 
eanwhile, there's an 


assassin lying in wait, just looking 
for an opportunity to strike. 






Where are you?! 
‘Why don't you just get it 
over with, coward! 












Hoping | drop my 





a 
guard, no doubt. Well 
it ain't happening! 
am the embodiment of 
ince... constantly on alert. 
He could be anywhere... . 
He could be lurking 
in the trees... He could be 4 
hiding in the bushes. 
He could even be. ba 
Y ‘ 
= 


Right behind me! @ 













Ugh... keep it 
together, Sythe. You're 
really losing it 






\ 
iy You're not 

\ another one of 
his illusion tricks, 


are you? 


Well, you 
could still be one 
of his minions, I'm 
watching you. 





























Feh! What does 
it even matter? 





This is my life now 
apparently. What am | 
doing out here? 


Well, okay, 
maybe not all of them, 
Raine’s alright. 








Standing around in the 
rain waiting to be attacked 
while defending people 
who hate my guts. 


We're certainly not 

“friends” though. So why am | 

risking my life for humans who 
don't even appreciate me? 


























Hey Nutcase, 
what's going on? 





Um, i-is he 
talking to that. 
squirrel? 





Yep. Wolf boy's 
finally snapped. 









I don't think 
Ican take any 
more of this. 
N 









Thope he can 
talk some sense into 
Sythe... and not start 
another fight. 


Iwas so sure 

once the truth was out, 

my friends would end up 
turning on me. 








And yet... one of the most 
anti-keidran of people I've ever 
It's strange. met now knows... and he's still 
attempting to be nice to me! 











Sure he doesn't 

look at me in the sa 

way as before, but he is Maybe... maybe 

trying, | can tell, mother was wrong. 

And if he of all 
people can act civil... Maybe there is 

hope for humans and 

keidran to coexist! 















THAT'S IT! 
VE HAD IT! 





Hey! 

Where you do think 
you're going? We had 
an agreement! 









We agreed to a truce! But 
0 far you've still done nothing ¢ b 
but treat me like dirt! 


Well I'm done! 


. I'm out of here! & : 
oS 


You're leaving 
now? What are you, a 
moron? You can't! 










Are you seriously telling 
me you'd abandon the girls to 
try and save your own hide?! 


To think | almost considered that 

Keidran might not aif be bad, but | was. 

right all along! You're all the same! 
Backstabbing cowards! 


I'd rather be thought 

a coward and live to tell about it than 

die out here in this hopeless situation 
for a racist asshole like you! 


Stop! Something's 
not right! Sythe, what's 
gotten into you? 

You can't go! What 
about Maren and Karen? 
They need you! 
And leaving will just make 
everyone an easier target! 
You know that! 


out of both of us. 


And I'm sorry, Raine. 
But if | had to choose between 


as) b) your lives and mine. It's every wolf 


: Well “ for himself 





Hey! | don't need 
you sitting there silently 
judging mel 


I know this 
is crazy! 
But you saw what it 
was like back there. This 
was the only choice! 


Still 
Maren... Karen. 


Sure, they were both 
irritating, but they don't deserve 
to be left defenseless. 





And without me. 
if the assassin decides 
to come back. 







I can't let myself think 
like that! | made up my mind and 
there's no going back! 

ust have to 






Well, well, well 
You've certainly caused 
me a lot of trouble these 
last few days. 





Di 








But I've got 
you now. 





W.wait! Please! 
Don't kill me! 










Relax, Sythe! It's your lucky day! 
Your uncle wants you back alive, and 
happen to need the bonus. 















Don't know if that's any better, 
though. I'm pretty sure the penalty 
for treason is stil death, 











No! T-there's 


Ba. been a mistake! 


You've got the wrong 
E( wolf! I'm not this “Sythe” guy 
you're talking about! 









Oh, quit being 
so dramatic, 











No, really! I'm not! 
Y-you see... the truth is, 
in actuality, I... I'm. 









ce L knew it, Saturday 


[te tk 






| came and weat, and I'm still 
S —\ denwsing. ril post if 45 Seon aS 
EH its fi 


f ished, promise / 


| 













A, that’ beter. 


Thanks, Raine, Is he going 


‘And you too, to be okay? 
little one. 






Gl 
Ss) 





He'd better be 
if we're going to get the 
antidote out of him, 





I can't believe you 
two planned that whole 
fight back there! 


Yeah, well | can't believe it 
actually worked. | was sure Red's 
acting would give us away. 


Pretending to be 
angry at a Keidran wasn't 
exactly a challenge. 


Besides, back when | 
was a trainee, | was in the 
Templar theatre troupe! 


The Templar had 
a theatre troupe? And 
you were in it?! 
its just. 
you don't seem like 
the type, is all 





Hey. | love the 
theatre. You better not 
be dissing it 






No, no, Iwas 
just... you know what, 
nevermind. 










Meanwhil 
acre 





halfway 











Gehl And 
who's breathing 
on me?! 


Where am |? What's 
that awful noise? 


Right, this is my room, 
Natani carried me here. 


Guess | wasn't the 
only one to fall asleep. 


[I'm sure Still, | should 
it was just by Qi probably get up before Y 
accident, Natani wa— Alright! 
y Hil stay a little 
longer! 


J-just... let 
me breathe! 


Alright, maybe if 
turn my body to the side 
and pull away slowly. 


| might be able 
to escape from Natani’s 
freakish wolf strength. 


- 









It's @ good thing Natani’s : : 
such a heavy sleeper. | should Vhope Kathrin tent 
be abe to just sip oul mad at me... she seemed 
upset when | told everyone 
about my condition 
mero 


KYAAAAAAU ET 

















D-don't put your : 
mouth there! Ah! No! Don't think 
Watch the teeth! about it, don’t think 
I told you I'm ebout I 
sensitive there! 
Natani! 











‘Ow! Quit gnawing 
oni! It’s not a dog 
bone, damn it! 













‘What's going 
on? Is Natani 
hurting him?! 





Don't think 
about it! 















Erg! Just. 
need to... get... 

















DP i, Right. Sorry. Don’ 
suppose we can pretend 


- this never happened? 







I'm in your 
bed, aren't I? 










Like usual? 
Eh, it's alright, no 
harm done. 
Save for my 
poor ear. 


Yes, Natani 
Yes you are. 



























‘And anyway, 
| appreciate you 
being here. 
1... Lwas ina real 
bad way after... well, 
you know. So, thanks, 
I needed this. 


| could really use is 
a long bath. 




















Oh... sure, 
no problem. 








I'm glad | 
could help. 
















it eas; 
Urgh... | feel weak. 


Of course 
you do! 
I wasn't kidding 
when | said that spell 
was killing you. 









Your body was likely still 
numb to the damage. Now that 
you've had a chance to rest, it's 
catching up with you, 















| doubt it's permanent, but 
you're probably going to feel 
like crap for a couple days. 


Hey! You cut 
that out right now! 


‘Stop kicking yourself 
like you always do. You'll 
be fine, alright? 
‘And in the meantime, 
you've got me to lean on. So 
cheer up, that's an order! 


‘You know, now that I'm 
general I don't take orders 
from anyone but my king 


Viol hen, Gone a then, General 
Keiser, you'd better start 
calling me king, because I'm ‘Alright, then, 
taking care of you whether Your Highness. 
you like it or not 


I guess you're Good. Now 
tall enough, ‘come on, soldier, 
Let's go. 





















a 

rf Ack! There. ‘Oh, my... Keith 

J they are. Don't look, and Natani A 

ee con't look! I mean, | should 

— {S have figured. after the \\) 
P whole bath incident. \ 


But stil. They both just 
seemed so... prudish! 














‘And so soon after 
Laura... well, everyone grieves 
differently, | suppose 
| wonder what Trace 
will think of this? 











No, no, no! 
Bad Flora! 


Don't gossip 
about your friends! 
















| 



















| certainly wouldn't 
want people gossiping 

about me, especially now 
that they know. 


Keith and Natani are 
both shy. If they haven't said 
yet, then they probably don’t 
want people to know. 















Hey! Watch it, Sister! 





Comin’ through! 








Hey wait, what 
are you two up to? 



























Stop right 
there, wolf! 





Who the heck 
is that?! Where did 
he come from? 








\ am Keith's assigned 
manservant. And as such, itis 
my duty to take care of him. 





I've already taken 
the liberty of preparing 
a bath for him 










| thank you for your 
help, but Ill be taking 
things from here! 







Besides, this 
wouldn't be the first time 
I’ve bathed with him, 








What are you 
talking about? “Wouldn't 
be the first time"? 











We've hardly 
known each other. 






Oh, Keith, | thought 
for sure by now you'd see 
through my ruse.. 

I know you only met 
Lynn once before, but didn't 
you notice? The lack of speech 
impediment? The difference 
in appearance? 






















No... no, that’s 
not possible. You... 
you're. 





The grey eyes. 






Only mostly 












VY No! You i 


| saw! | saw you fall on the 
bridge! You were killed! 













Yes. It's true. | 
did fall and | did die. 



















But not before | saw 
the light of the tower as it 
burned away all the magic 
on the istand. 








| died after the tower 
fell. Like Laura, when my spirit 
left my body, it had nowhere to 
go. But unlike Laura, | had my 
faithful servant, Lynn. 








Lynn, ever loyal, agreed 
to serve as my vessel, and 
snuck aboard your ship at 
my behest. 





However, it took me 
until today to finally gain enough 
strength to act for myself 


















T-then, 
what about, 


Not to worry! 
Lynn is fine, 









This possession is 
completely voluntary, and 
I've sworn to leave her body 

the moment my presence 
is no longer desired, 





















‘Wewait! 
“Her’ body?! 


Oh, don't worry... I'm stil the same guy 
Where it counts. and now we're 
together once again. 






BFFs, right? 















‘W-wait! 
Hang on, |... I don't 
understand! Oh man, you should 
} What's see the look on your face 
going on?! right now! Halarious! 





Bahahahal 












I got you good! 


You always were the 
guilable one, even as a kid 


Like that one time 
| convinced you I'd found a 
book of black magic and got 
you to try it out. 


You looked 
rediculous in that get-up 


f 
made you veer possible. You... you 


really are, 


But wait... so you 
were joking about the 
gir thing, then? 


Oh, my sily ttle 
Keith, Not everything's a joke. 
But | suppose you'll never know 
for sure, unless, well. 


You're a general now. 'm your 
‘servant. And you know the loophole. 
The same one | used on you.. 





Whoops, there he 
goes. He always was 
a fainter, too. 











Hey! Yo! Wake up 
there, Rabbit-ears! 





















Erg... yeah, 
yeah, I'm fine. 

What 
happened? 








You alright? 





You blacked out in 
the middle of the hallway 
is what happened, 






I told you, you've 
got a weak constitution 
right now. You've got to 
take it easy! 







Everything 
alright, Sir? 





No, wait! 
| remember! 





There... there 
was someone else 
here. It was— 














It's... nothing, 































...No, Sir, i 
Not.. Alaric. | Vcame here to & my mind playing 
am. Lynn, your inform you a bath was tricks on me. 
servant. _@ Prepared. oe you (ar ..Making me believe 
Geel what is it? What's | hadn't lost everything 



















wrong? from my old life 





apologize. | think 
you... misunderstood. 
Tam... me. not Alaric, 
right now. 
He doesn't have 
the strength to maintain 
control for long. 









But he is sorry for his 
practical joke. He...just likes 
seeing you get flustered. 















'S-so that was all real? 
You've been possessed by 
Alaric this whole time? 











Yes. | know. This 
must be.. difficult for you 
to take in, But... 


7 Ob, no, its not 
that! It’s just such 
coincidence! 

You see, I've had 

someone possessing me Here, let me 

this whole time too! ( show you! 


Hang on, sometimes 
it takes a minute. 


Okay, almost. 
here it comes. 


Aaaand. 


Finally. 
I've done it! 


Hahahah. 


General Alabaster 
lives once more! 


And thus ends the April Fools saga. | promise to never draw another April Fools comic again! 
See post below for more info. Real comics will resume Wednesday, sans ghosts, promise. 




















Right... 
Awhole crate 
of ‘nothin’ huh? 







What? Oh, 
these things? 





Naw, they're just. 
ya know, some stuff 
Eric wants moved, 


Really, it is! You could 
ask him, but... might as well 
take our word for it! 
‘And if you don't 


buy that, it was al 
Mike's idea, 


Hey, relax. I'm 
not going to go and 
tattle on you. 


and Trace to come bail you 
two out a second time doing 
something stupid. 


Aw, thanks, Stripes! 
I knew you weren't the killjoy 
Mike said you were! 


See, the way I see it, 
we helped Eric earn this 
stuff. So now we're simply 

collecting our dues! 







Say! | never did 
thank you properly for 
getting us out from under 
Eric's thumb. Herel 










Evals! You can’t 
give an expecting mother 
hard liquor! 


‘A gift! Congrats 
on the new kid! 







Just be careful. | 
think it explodes if you 
drop it too hard. 








Well, what else am | 
going to give her? | don't 
‘own anything else! 





By the way, 









Just a little. It's 
mostly harmless. If 
you can't drink, give it 
to your boyfriend. 













| don't know 
how you convinced 
him that kid was his, 
but don't worry! 






Me and Mike won't 
spill the beans on yé 











Us ex-slaves 
gotta stick together! 










What are 
you implying?! 










Its the truth, 
you jerk! 










itis his! Ive 
never even been with 
anyone else! 





You know what, 
maybe | will go to 
Eric after all! 

















Hey, relax! | get it! 
Those uptight humans are 
completely obsessed with 
their “monogamy’ 


Nah, ya won't! 
You're too nice! 






Later, Stripes! 









They can't understand 
that we Keidran have different 
needs. But don't worry, your 
secret’s safe with me! 













‘Meer... You. 
you... Canines! 






















What if he really doesn't 
believe me and is just pretending 
he does? What if i's been tearing 
him up this whole time? He could 
even be freaking out right now! 
Ihave to do something! 







Is this really 
what everyone 
thinks of me? 







That I'm just 
lying to Trace? 
What if he... 










And ifit's a gir 
Nora... Maren... Saria 
Flo- hang on. 












I know he said 
he believed me... he's 
always trusted me, ever 
since we first met. 






These are just names 
of people I've met. 







But if enough people 
start questioning it... will 
he stay by my side? 









I don't know 
any other names. 









Welp... here we are, 


WASH 
ROOM 

















Reright... there itis. 





Alright, look. We both 
knew this was coming. Let's 
not pretend otherwise. 
Now, | know 
you'll want to say you 
can handle it 





bw) 







But this is going to take 
at least some effort... and you had 
to take a break just walking down 
the steps to get here. 
| just don't want you 
passing out and drowning 
on me after al this 





So | think we should 
just act like adults here 
and get it over with. 





Right... yeah, | Not as though this is 
guess we have no choice the first time, after all 

but to go in together... for 
Dy safety reasons. 






Just the first time it hasn't 
been an accident. So why does that 
make this feel more awkward? 





Happy Bunny 
’ 2014 


Why cant. Z pot 
tny ears down 2/ 





right, what did 
me do tomeY 













Alittle cold, 
don't you think?! 







| think whatever 
the tower did also had 
an effect on the ship's 

enchantment. 
















i 
LAS. 









Don't worry. It's 
slow, but once this rinse 
is done, the bath should 
have warmed up. 





‘You know 
what | mean. 
You've been acting 
alittle different towards 
me since we woke up. More. 
open. It's nice, but... weird, 
‘coming from you. 






Natani... why 
are you doing all 
this for me? 





















‘Wewhat do 
you mean? 










Have I? Yeah, 
|... guess maybe 









Look, what 
does it matter? 










Laura... the way she looked right at me - ike she 
was pleading for me to take care of him. | don't 
know... maybe | was just imagining it, but. 








I'm just glad you're 
not dead, that's alll So 
1'm being nicer. 





Real or not. 







Just don't get used to it! 
(Once you get your strength 


back, | won't go eas 
? 
4 G 
more evading. Ja 
} > A Natani, I need to 


know... what's going 
on between us? 
























Keith... do we really 
have to do this now? 





Can't we just enjoy the 
rest of the ship ride without so 
much... emotional stuff? 


- 


| mean, after everything 
that happened earlier— 












That's exactly why 
|'m asking! | know, I just 
lost Laura, but 








Well, the truth is, I've 
been mourning her loss. 
for a long time now. 


It made me a bitter 
person for years. 











Because of your spell, | feel 
like | finally have some closure. 
Like I can move on now. 





Alright, | get that, but... 
| just don’t know what to say. 












You want a 
straight answer? 
Then fine, Yes, there 

is a... small part of me that. 
has feelings for you. 












But | can't tell if that's 
really me... or the female body 
making me feel that way. 






Tell me this, Keith: if we 
had never ended up in the same 

bath that night we first met, and | was 
still a guy to you, would you even 
be asking me this right now? 







We agreed not 
to look into that! 













Iwas under a 
lot of stress, okay?! 






I'm just saying, it’s a little 
weird for a guy to kiss a friend 
out of the blue like that 















The tavern was on fire, you 
had just saved my life from... well, 
admittedly you, and after all that. 

it was the heat of the moment! 


oe 
2 








Well if you think 
about it, we were in a 
similar situation now. 


| was under a lot of stress, the 
ship was on fire apparently, and you 
ended up saving my life earlier from 

something that came from you. 





But | know you wouldn't 
like me suddenly kissing you 
for no reason and saying it was 
the “heat of the moment"! 










Well maybe | would! 





No, no, i's okay! 
| know what you're 
going to say. 


| wasn't serious either! 
You know me, I'd never just 
up and... do that to you. 


You know, not unless 

you asked me to... which | 

know you never would, so 
it's a moot point. 





7 ee 
<4 eo 
/ _ & aa 












N-Natani, are you sure? 
This seems so fast, maybe 
we should wait unti— 





It's up to you, Keith, 
but it's now or never. 





| know myself, and 
in another minute, I'll try to 
laugh it off as a joke. 





7 Okay, then. 
if you're sure. 





. ————— y hi 


, ey 
No! Not bad, 

it’s just... afterall of that oN Ww 

build up, | was expecting 

















it to be more. 
dunno... eventful? 
Momentous? Just... anything to 
help me sort out my feelings once 
and for all, but it was just. 






Sigh, | know. 
I ried, but | was 


probably almost as 
reluctant as you. 


Not that | didn't 
want to, but. 


| guess I can see 
| think deep down. now how you must fe 


even knowing your secret, least little, kissing someone 
{really have seen you as you view as a guy. 


e ! 
one of the guys! It must have 


So this change . been really hard for you. 
was a bit strange Sorry it ended up being 
for me too, disappointing. 


Well it wouldn't 
hurt to try again! 












Y Youhithim 
pretty hard, The ro 
may have given him 

a concussion, 


How long do 
you think he's going 
to be out? 
Well | had 
to be sure he'd 
stay down. 





Yeah, better 
safe than sorry. 





Still, we need him to 
tell us what kind of poison 
he used on the girls, so he 
can't die on us yet. 


Raine! Don't go 


‘complimenting the guy 
trying to kill us! 








You know, | expected 
an assassin to be a lot scarier 
in person, but he's actually kind 
of cute, for a wolf boy. 


It's just nice to finally Z ‘Well, we're friends 
feel safe again! We make with you, but | don't think 
a pretty good team, 
a 
Especially now that 
you two have put aside 
Alright, alright! 


your differences. 
We're all 
friends now! 
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VA AN 


SAVING HER LIFE REQUIRED POWERFUL MAGIC 
AND EVEN GREATER SKILL, BOTH OF WHICH 
REQUIRED COIN. COIN THAT WE DID NOT HAVE 


BUT | HAD NO CHOICE, I HAD TO SAVE 
HER. IT MERGED OUR SOLILS TO SUPPORT 
WHAT SHE HAD LOST. AND /T WORKED, 


BUT IN DOING SO, WE BECAME 
INDEBTED TO A BLACK MARKET 
MAGIC GUILD AND ITS LEADER - 
THE WOLF-FOX NAMED: 


PRINCE OF GREED | 


y 


HE KNOWS NATANI'S SECRET, AND 
USES THAT KNOWLEDGE TO BLACKMAIL 
US INTO DOING HIS BIDDING. 


cal : 


WE HAVE ONE LAST MISSION TO PAY OFF THE DEt 
I] IT WILL MEAN TRAVELLING DEEP INTO HUMAN LANDS. 





j 


IT IS WITH GREAT 
PLEASURE THAT I WELCOME 
YOU, ONE AND ALL, TO... 


BM sUeDLVNCOWY NUNS 


i 


ao \ Ji | 





It. it's really 
not that bad, you know? 
Ifyou ignore the legs, it kinda 
looks like you're wearing 
a Keidran costume. 


I'm sorry for 


spoiling the mood, 
I'm stil glad we're 
safer now. 


Its just alittle 

frustrating, is all. But you 

guys don't have to worry 
about me, I'l be okay. 




















Well, | don't know 
how long that guy's 
going to be out. 


But this is the first 
chance we've had to get 
some sleep. | think now's 
a good a time as any. 












Red, why don't you 
and Raine get some rest. 
‘We'll take first watch. 


| don't think so. How 
about I watch him while 
you get some sleep. 


What?! 


Seriously, after all that 
happened, you still don't trust 
me? Because I'm a wolf? 


No, I don’t trust 
you because you just 
referred to that rodent 
like it's a person. Hey, boys! Hello? 


I'm still here, and 
Hey! You I've actually slept recently. 
leave Mrs. Nibbly Why don't / watch him? 
out of this! 












Raine, | don't think 
you watching him alone is 
such a good idea. 

| mean, no offense, 


but you're already hurt, 
and if he broke out. 
















I know. You're right 
| certainly wouldn't stand 
a chance in a fight, 
But if one of you guys 


falls asleep on watch, there 
won't be any fight at all 













Good. Once he does, 
we can trade his life for the 
name of the poison, and then 
be long gone from here. 






a point 







Hmph, yeah, 
I guess. 






Right! Don't worry, us 
girls will hold the fort. Isn't 
that right, Mrs Nibbly? 




















Alright. | don't 
like it, but | agree, this 
is the best choice. 





Oh no, 
not you too! 









Don't worry, 
Wlcall out if he 
wakes up. 


= \ a 











There's something 
off about that thing. 














Once we have what 
we need, I'll take him away 
from here and. 





really letting that 
EBlh guy go after this, 
are we? 















Even without any 
weapons or crystals, 
he's still dangerous. 


Of course not! 
But Raine doesn't 
need to hear that. 













| shouldn't feel 
bad. | know they're just 


trying to shield me. It's just a little 


hard not to feel hurt, 


I might be a little naive 
sometimes, but | understand the 
situation we're stuck with, 












Itwould be a bad 
idea to give this guy another 
‘opportunity to try and trick us 
again in the future. 





And I'm all too aware 
of how dangerous someone 
with magic can be. 


Still, | wish there 
was another way. 


Even someone like Now that was. 
this quy must have friends or something, 
family out there waiting for him 
to come back home. 


I wonder where 
they might be. 


Jam never going 
to hear the end of this from 
Zen whenever he decides to 
finally wake up today. 


Thank goodness his 


mind still seems to be asleep 
Dative momen 












where do 
we go from 


Wewell, | was thinking 
we should probably go down 
to our usual sparring spot! 


Get to work building 
your strength up before we 
hit the mainland again 


Natani, you 
know what I mean! 


Do we need to 
put a label on it? 





We're just... really , 

good friends, okay?! Can't we just... see where 

. things go without thinking about 
it too much right now? 


So, just let it happen 
as it happens? 
Alright, 

I can do that. 











Good... good. 
That's much easier 
on my psyche. 







| wonder if Kat 
would be willing 
Trace and | to fix this? 
should sit out in the I mean... | know 
stars more often. it's a Templar shirt, 


s ( S 
by but, I still associate (i 
Even with the © it with Trace. (S } YS 
cold, it does help ¢ a VS /| 
to destress, f ud 


2 


Ss —. 
Maybe Kat could 
change the embl— 


2 Get back here! 
















| 
Huh?) 


Hah! I've got 
you now! 
knew this 


thing would come Jay 


You might be 
sneaky, but you can't 
hide from magic! _ A 








Ow! What 
was that for? 







You know 
full well, Eric! 


I knew you were 
a pery, but this? 
What do you think 


you're doing chasing 
around a litle girt? 




















Huh? What 
are you talking 


opauir Don't give me that! 


| know all about your little 
“"grabby hands"! 


What?! 












Flora, | assure you | 
have absolutely no interest in 
that little pest in the way you 
seem to be implying 





What gave you 
that idea? 







“Why?” Because 
she's a stowaway! 









And what were 
you planning to do once 
you caught her? 






Then why are you 
chasing after her? 









Well, | was planning on 
throwing the brat overboard. 





in a life boat, 
of course! 













Not too innocent 
if you ask me. 
And it's not as if 
it's a foreign concept 
to the Basitin. 













We are not going 
to throw an innocent 
girl into the sea! 








Just ask Keith, 







What the 
Basitin did to Keith 
was just as cruel! 






It's not like | enjoy 
tossing kids into the ocean 
or anything, but we can't 
sp her here! 








Look, we're still well 
within Basitin waters, and 
the Basitin have the largest 
fleet in this area. 





She's not 
a stray cat! 


All'm suggesting is 

giving her a boat, some supplies, 

and leaving her here before we 
drag her any farther! 


Otherwise, all we're 
doing is kidnapping her! 






You won't be 
kidnapping me, silly! | probably should 
have brought this up earlier, 
but you see, I have, 
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VA AN 


SAVING HER LIFE REQUIRED POWERFUL MAGIC 
AND EVEN GREATER SKILL, BOTH OF WHICH 
REQUIRED COIN. COIN THAT WE DID NOT HAVE 


BUT | HAD NO CHOICE, I HAD TO SAVE 
HER. IT MERGED OUR SOLILS TO SUPPORT 
WHAT SHE HAD LOST. AND /T WORKED, 


BUT IN DOING SO, WE BECAME 
INDEBTED TO A BLACK MARKET 
MAGIC GUILD AND ITS LEADER - 
THE WOLF-FOX NAMED: 


PRINCE OF GREED | 


y 


HE KNOWS NATANI'S SECRET, AND 
USES THAT KNOWLEDGE TO BLACKMAIL 
US INTO DOING HIS BIDDING. 


cal : 


WE HAVE ONE LAST MISSION TO PAY OFF THE DEt 
I] IT WILL MEAN TRAVELLING DEEP INTO HUMAN LANDS. 





j 


IT IS WITH GREAT 
PLEASURE THAT I WELCOME 
YOU, ONE AND ALL, TO... 


BM sUeDLVNCOWY NUNS 


i 


ao \ Ji | 











Why didn't 
you show us this 
before?! 
















Find some 
parchment. 


ou seemed 
(Honestly, what ship 
doesn't have parchment 


awful busy at the time. 
im its storage hold?) 


So | thought I'd just 
explore the ship a little. 
you know, look around, 
check out the crew. 


Alright, | don't really 
have anything official. 
| snuck on board to 


support General Keith, but this is 
my first time away from my island, 
and | was alittle scared, 

























What was 











Nothing! 
Here ya go! 





‘And when | get scared 
my first instinct is to cause a 
distraction and run away. 
That's usually my job 
in the military. Its why my 
nickname is madness. 








person on the docks, and 
earlier at your trial 





Infilration class? So 
is that what you're doing 
here? Infiltrating? 









Lt. Madelyn Adelaide, 
East Basitin Recon Division, 
Infiltration class! 


Reporting for duty! 


Well... I guess 
technically, yes, Sir 


I wouldn't leave 
without informing my 
superior officer! 


The guards tell me 
you haven't been seen 
outside your room in— 





c Ag® 

ey 
Did you hear WRN 
something? 


SL 


Well, if those 
on the istand know i 
she's here... 4 WP 


Say... that's a good 
joint. We've been at sea for 
jays. Where hi 
Eric, could you A sleeping all 
please let her stay 
on board? 


Idoubt | have 
much choice in 
the matter. 

As long as 
you're responsible for 
her. We'll have to find 

room for her. 


Hm... | think 
| know just the place 
to put you. 
The only place 
in the ship with a 
spare bed. 










iS 


crazy?! Be more 
carefull 
Iflwere any 
other preditor, well 
there's no reason to 
tempt fate. 

















/ 


Everything 
okay, Raine’ 










What's wrong? 
Did he escape?! Are we 
under attack?! 


| was getting frustrated 
trying to fix this stupid magic 
inhibitor, and... well 


Losing control of my 
emotion seems to make 
lose control of my form 


Stil, | appreciate 
you keeping an ear 
out for me. 





Don't worry about 
it, Raine. I'd already 
Sorry to wake been woken up. 
you for nothing but 
my problems. 










I'm glad to 
see our “friend” 
is stil here, 







Yes. He hasn't Hey, what 
moved since last night. are they doing 
Lots of drool, though. out here? 






Oh, I decided to 
move the girls out here so 
| could care for them while 

keeping an eye on him, 


'm worried 
They haven't had any- 
thing to eat or drink in 

over a day. 


Don't worry. I'll make 
sure this bastard tells us how 
to wake them up. 


I hope you're right. 


Thank you for staying 
with us. | know the others hadn't 
exactly been... grateful 


But if it weren't for you, 
we'd all be dead back when our 
village was attacked. 































It's not really 
a big deal. | couldn't 
let you guys die. 


Dy} 





It's because of us 
you were labelled a traitor! 

We haven't been very kind 
to you in return. Yet you're still here 
caring over two human girs. 











You're a 
good person, 
Sythe 








Thanks. 
| appreciate that, 
Raine. 








Though, to be 
honest, the choice 
wasn't as hard as 
you might think. 


I wasn't exactly 
thrilled to be on the front 
lines acting as fodder in 


he first plac 
Believe it or not, Me fst Place 


before all this war nonsense 
got started | had my hopes 
of being a diplomat. 


A diplomat? 


Is that so hard 
to believe? 














Hah! | see 
your point. 


Well... | mean, you 
must admit, most of the 





I guess | don't quite 
look the part. But | wasn't 
always like this! 


times I've seen you, you've 
been ina loin cloth. 






















When I was young, 
Iwas fascinated by human 
culture. | wanted to get to know 
everything about our weird 
hairless neighbours, 






Even spent a summer 
living in a human village once, 
if you can believe it. This was 
back when the borders were 
‘more open, of course. 















Even just a decade ago, 
things were lot friendlier between 
our kind and theirs. 










Er... mean, b-between 
‘my kind and theirs! Not... of 
course you aren't 













: It's alright, 


Sythe. 


‘Ahem! Anyway. 









earned everything 
| could about humans. 


Honest 
mistake. 


That's not to say 
I didn't care about my own 
culture, mind you! 


1am a proud wolf, 
through and through! 









But there were certain “ Uh... Sythe. 


things | admired about humans. you know it's spelled Ji 
Freakishly long lives, education... od wrong, right? 
attitudes regarding women. Ww 
Even my name. Originally, “| 
it was the Keidran word for 
the same tool, but humans y tnormally 
couldn't pronounce it. ‘ has a‘c” 
S-cy- 















So | changed N-no, no it 
it to the human doesn't! It 
equivalent: 





‘STUPID ENCHANTED 
MISTLETOE. 
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HOPEFULLY \ | 
NATANI WON'T REALIZE WV p » 
THE ENCHANTMENT ON 

THAT MISTLETOE DOESNT 

AFFECT BASITING. 


HOPEFULLY, 
KEIM WONT REALIZE 
THAT MISTLETOE ISN'T 
ENCHANTED AT ALL. 





JUST WATCHING KEITH 

AND NATANI "ACCIDENTALLY" 

RUN INTO EACH OTHER UNDER 
"THE MISTLETOE. 








I'M STARTING 
TO TURN INTO A 
KEITHCICLE. 





Hey, WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING WITH 
THOSE BOWLS? 


NEXT TIME, 
FIND SOMEBODY 
ELSE TO BURY! 








LYAA, 





















Then again, 
it's your name. If you 
wanted to spell it that 
way, i's fine, 









Are... you 
alright, Sythe? 





















I meant to 
spell it that way! 


Uh... where 
were we? 






Y¥-you being 
a diplomat? 


Right, right. 


Well, not much 
else to say. Obviously 
it didn't pan out. 











Yep, that 
was her. 








You mean 
that girl who ran 
away with Trace, 
right? 











Heh. She must 
have really hated 
me. Guess | can't 
blame her. 





Templars had a coup. 
borders were closed. | got 
sent off on an arraigned 
marriage with a tiger. 






| sometimes wonder 


what happened to Flora. a 







The last time | saw 
her, she was running off 
with Trace and that Basitin 
toward the coast, 






Last | heard, two 
assassins were sent 
after their group. 







Sadly... 'm afraid 
she might not even be 
alive anymore. 


ay) 











<Wait a minute!> 





<You guys are 
talking about Keith's 
group of friends!> 














<You were awake 
this whole time?!> 








<It was your 
fiancée we were 
sent after?!> 









<You were one of 
the assassins my uncle 
sent to kill Flora?!> 











<Your uncle sent 
assassins after your 
own fiancée?!> 

Calm down! 

> What's he talking 
‘about, Sythe? You're both 
speaking Keidran too fast 

for me to keep up. 


This is the guy! 
When Flora ran off “Kill? 

() a) with Trace, the wolves thought the 
humans might be forging an alliance <No, wait! We 
with the felines in secret. did not kill them!> 


This is one of <Ican 
the bastards they explain—> 
sent to kill her! 








I don't want to 
hear any lies from you. 
And it doesn't matter. 


‘As much as | Yes, | know 
wish Flora was alright, how to make a 
what matters right now cure for them. 
is the girls. 
But considering that 
They haven't woken up it's the only thing keeping me 
since yesterday, and | want to alive, and I'm the only thing that 
know what you did to them! can keep them alive. 


You'd better have I think you should 
a cure for it! listen to me. 


Y” <...And then, the white dragon 
flew off after defeating the shadow 
dragon! That's when my brother 
joined up with your friends. 


From there, they stumbled 

upon a guy who happened to have 

a ship to sail them across the ocean 
to the lands of the Basitin!> 


<And | know all of 
this because of the special 
telepathic mental connection 
that my brother and | share!> 














<Okay, that... didn't 
sound quite as good as 
it did in my head.> 











|... suddenly have 
the strangest urge to hit 
my ex-fiancé. 
























<It sounded completely 
insane! Did you honestly expect 
Us to buy that nonsense? 


Your brother 
joining them doesn't 
even make sense! 









Think about it: what kind 
of complete half-wit would just 
let a guy join them right after that 

person tried to kill them? 


That person would 
have to be pretty stupid. 
Like, really dumb.> 





sry) 








Meanwhile, on the 
other side of the lin! 





I mean, just 
look at these 
flabby arms! 













Natani, | really 
don't think all this 
is necessary. 












Not long ago you 
could barely walk. We have 
a lot of work to do. 






Exactly! | know 
you have that natural girly 
figure, but you're supposed 
to be a “general” now. 










Ido not 
have a girly 
figure! 









Then throw a punch 
already! Or are your poor, 
girly arms just too weak to 
be sparring right » 







Gah! My face! 
Why the face?! 










LI thought you 
were ready! 






I'm sorry! 
| didn’t mean to 









1... didn't mean to 
hit you that hard, really! 
‘Are you okay? 


Not sure why Hey! What's 
I'd think about Sythe going on?! Stop it, 


you guys! 


Whatever's wrong, 
you don't have to fight! 


I guess 
maybe we did 


Er, yeah, 
maybe... just 
abit 





Well... uh. 
nevermind, then, 








Oh, Zen! 
H-hey! Listen, | 
can explain. 









Whatever it is, 
it can wait! I'm in a bit of 
a bind at the moment 





literally 





What do you mean? 
What's been going. 















‘Well well well, look 
who's finally lost his 
clothes this time! 










Oh, 
har har! 





Fine, | deserve 
that! But how ‘bout we 
save it for when I'm not 
in mortal danger? 











Mortal danger? 
Why didn't you call 
for me sooner?! 





| didn't want you 
to worry unless you 

could help. 
It'd take too long 
to explain, look through 
my memories, But for now 
I need to talk to someone 
through you! Quickly! 


< 




















iF 


to be really weird, but I 
need you to help me with 















I know this is going 





That... nevermind 
that. Just listen! 













something, quickly! 










Horgot how 
cute Flora was 
in person, 






Yeah, sure, 
Natani. What is it? 
And... wait, didn't 
one of your eyes used 
to be grey before? 














































He probably just 
wants a reason for us 
not to hurt him. 


Great. Now he's just, 
staring off into space, 
I don't know 
What he hopes to gain 
from this act. 









Acrazy story about 
imaginary friends isn’t 
helping his case. 





He's a magic-user. 
He's dangerous. 
















Sure, we only found 
drained mana crystals in his 
stuff, but who knows what else 
he might have hidden? 







Wait! You found 
mana crystals when 
you searched him?! 


































oo 
Well. yeah, 
but they were Well... at least 
dead, Why? she's happier. But it 
still doesn't help our 
current situation! 
Your ponytail 
Even an “empty” mana looks stupid! 
crystal is usefull The crystal 
itself can be ground up for 
runecrafting, circles. : oo 
* e 





I might be able 
to fix my shackle! 
I'l be right back! 











Alright, that's it! 
I've had it with that 
attitude of yours! 





Wait, wait! 


That wasn't me! 

















She also says the whole 
way back she tried knocking 
it off your shoulder when you 
weren't looking, 
And that the first night, 
she stole your fancy clothes 
and made you go the rest of the 
way in a loincloth, Guess you 
still haven't found them? 







Alright, stop it! 











How could you 
possibly know that?! 





Did you torture 
her for information before 
you Killed her? 





the sarcasm! 
Even if there's 
some truth to all of this, 
you still attacked us! 

Do you expect me 
to just let you go?! 











| was 
quoting Flora, 








'd settle for 
not killing me? 

You're going to need 
me, for the sake of those 
girls, They're worse off 
than you realize, 



























It's what she 
said, wasn't it? 


When you two first 
met. She was angry at the 
arranged marriage. 


She called your 
ponytail stupid, 





But that. 
y-you could have 
guessed that! 





Oh, yeah, sure! 







We always ask our targets 
irrelevant trivia questions about their 
pasts before we take them out, 
It's in the assassin’s 
handbook, under "pointless". 






















| must go now. 
Thank you so much for 
your help, my dear. 


You're 
welcome... 
I guess. 















Sorry, It's 
Zen right now. 





I needed to chat 
with Flora so | had 
to borrow Natani. 








You can just. 
do that? 


Ifwe allow it, 
sure. I need to get 
back, though 


Before | go, 


listen up, short stuff! Natani’s been through 


a lot of crap, and the last thing 
he needs is more. 

He won't admit it but 
he's vulnerable, and he's 
put a lot of trust onto you 

So just remember: 


~ ('m watching you. 


And if you betray 
that trust, | will feel 
it. And it won't matter 
how cute you are, I'l 
find you. 


W...what just 
happened? 






Hal Emotions 
flow through the link 
both ways, 


Oo 











Huh? Wait, 
| meant “far"! How 
far you are! 

1 uh, Ineed 
to go bye! 


My feelings 
become his feelings. 


Wf Serves him right 


for going through me 
\. to threaten you. 








‘STUPID ENCHANTED 
MISTLETOE. 
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HOPEFULLY \ | 
NATANI WON'T REALIZE WV p » 
THE ENCHANTMENT ON 

THAT MISTLETOE DOESNT 

AFFECT BASITING. 


HOPEFULLY, 
KEIM WONT REALIZE 
THAT MISTLETOE ISN'T 
ENCHANTED AT ALL. 





JUST WATCHING KEITH 

AND NATANI "ACCIDENTALLY" 

RUN INTO EACH OTHER UNDER 
"THE MISTLETOE. 








I'M STARTING 
TO TURN INTO A 
KEITHCICLE. 





Hey, WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING WITH 
THOSE BOWLS? 


NEXT TIME, 
FIND SOMEBODY 
ELSE TO BURY! 








LYAA, 















tell me?! 





Ahl You out 
here, fur-face? 


















I slept like 


And you untied 
a rock! 


one of his hands to 
give him coffee?! 






Did | miss 
anything while 
Twas out? 





Relax, Red. What, really?! 


He told us where He lusts ve UP 
to find his stuff nearby, just like that? 


including the coffee. can't believe it! 


‘And his hand is, les seven tee 
only untied because he EEE QUES 
just finished making what 


What a sucker! 
we needed, 


Now we can take 
; care of this guy and finally 
Yeah. Raine’s over get on the road again! 
with the girls treating 
them right now. 


No. We can't 
yet. There's a new This guy - Zen - claims 
complication. the poison he used on the girls 
isn’t something that can just be 
fixed with some plants. 
Huh? What They need 


do you mean a real healer. 
by that? 









While his quick fix will wal 

them up for now, unless they continue 
to take it regularly they won't wake up 

vy soatm by tne next morning 

He's made some odd 

claims while you were out. He incther words, Z 

says he knows our friends, but we need hin 

more importantly. 













<And now they're 
back to arguing in 
Human again.> 







<They would have 
woken up eventually.> 


'm lucky that second- 
rate ‘eternal sleep” poison 
lasted as long as it did!> 
<At least this way, they think 
they need me to keep making it, and 
all those phony steps will keep them 
guessing how it's done.> 
<I just have to buy 
myself a little more time!> 


Greah! 
Let's just see 
if the girls really 
wake up first. 
Wher 
they anyway? Their 
tent was empty, 






Well, they were 
out here earlier, but we 
wanted to wake them up 
away from... him, 














<I don't think the 
red one is buying your 
antidote story.> 













<Well what else 
could | do? I had to 
make the cure!> 













Just give 
me ten minutes 
with him! 








Red, think for a 
minute. It's the only thing 
keeping him alive, and 
he knows it! 
He might just 
give us another poison 
recipe if he thinks he'll 
die either way! 




















That's a 
good idea 


Maren dislikes 


Keidran probably as 


much as | do! 


Good thing Raine's 


at least got most of her 


humanness back, 


Can't imagine 
how she'd react 
otherwise! 





I wish | knew what 
was in this stuff 'm 
giving them. 


I've read books on 
botany, but this... | have 


) No idea what this is. 
See 


‘Smells funny. 
But everything smells, 
funny with this nose. 


Now I can't 

stop noticing the giant 

dog nase constantly in 
front of my face. 


Why do you 
sound so— 


ick! 
Back! You filthy 


Think you 
can sneak up 


What did | drink last 
night? And why does it taste 
like | just chewed on a bag 
of tea leaves? 


You're awake! 
I'm so relieved— 


Woah woah woah! 
Relax! She's okay! 


Just relax, Maren. 





Tknow it 
) (sounds crazy...) 


—it 


"Raine"? 
You expect me 
to believe that? 
But just 
look at her! 


The frumpy 
blue clothes? 


See, she's nice, 
Maren, And we owe her. 


‘And she took care 
of both you girls while 
you were poisoned. 


Eh, fine. 


® Whatever. 


It's true. 


I'm sorry | didn't 
tell you before. You 
were the first friends 

‘And do you lever had. 

know anyone else 

with freakishly long 

silver hair? 


It's Raine! 
Iwas afraid 
of how you'd react 
if you knew | was 
really like... this. 


Thad so much 
fun travelling with 
you guys... I'd 


Look at how 
fluffy she is! Can 
we keep her?! 


No, you can't 
keep Raine! She's 
not a pet! 


“Karen, no! Don't 


grab that! Trust me! 


We were 
poisoned? 


7, Yeah, ifit werent for 


Raine stepping in, you two 
probably would have been 
left out here to die. 





, Well... That went 
Well, I'll let you than expected 
girls freshen up. 


I'm sure 
you need it 








What's 
that suppose 
to mean? 


Er, uh. y Maren barely 
I didn't mean, looked at me after 
you explained the 


Really? 













I don't think 

things will ever be the I knew you guys 

same between us. grew up together in that \ 
village. You've known each 

\) other a ong time. 





Nah! That's just Were the two 
how Maren is. of you ever... 







Emotional one 
minute, distant 
the next. 








What? 
Together? 








Ah-hahaha! 
Me and Maren! 
Acouple! 
I can't even 
picture that! That would 
just be... weird! 







Don't take 
it personally. She's 
always been like that 
since Tan— er. 






























Plus, I'm 
pre-e-etty sure 
we're cousins. 


Since... we 
were kids, 


I see. 
I'd wondered 
why you've never 
shown any interest. 
P Especially since I've 
always thought Maren 
as pretty attractive, 


Probably. It was 
a small village 






But even if 

we're not... | could 
never look at her 
in that way. 


Attractive? 


iff, guess. In 
a sort of Ice Queen 


kind of way. 
Eugh 


come around, 
you'll see. 


Oh, no. It's not 
M{ that. | was thinking 
} \ about... well 
This: 
J 


‘And why 


My shackle. 
1. fixed it 


What? 
Really?! p 
Yeah. It was 
simple, once | 
had access to 
Zen's stuff, 


Okay... if it's fixed, 
why don't you seem 
happy about it? 


are you still all 


uh... wolfish? 


Do you remember 
what I said this does? 
It suppresses magic. 


I know you don't 
want us to keep Zen 
We can't trust him, 


This can suppress 
Zen's magic just as 
well as mine. 


Itwon't make him 
harmless, but— 


—Even if he pulls, 
magic out his ass he won't 
be able to use his little tricks 

on us again! Brilliant! 


" 


that means. 


It means I'll be 
stuck... like this. 





Raine, you don't 
have to do that. 


If we just keep 
the guy away from 
corystals— 


—Even without 

crystals, black magic 

is always an option for 
the desperate 


And besides. 


I know how much this 


Maybe this way, 
itll be safe enough 
to let him live. 


SIGH. You really are 
too nice, even when it 
‘comes to someone who 
doesn't deserve it 


You're a braver 
person than me. 


means to you. Are you really 


willing to give it up? 


It doesn't matter, 
okay? | know you're really 
human on the inside. 


\] 


The girls will 
‘( realize that too, in time. 
You're one of us. 


Being stuck as 
a Keidran... I don’t 
think I'd be willing 
to do the same, 
Ifit means we can 
all travel safely together, 
then yes. | am 


We won't think less 
of you just ‘cause you've got 
some fur and a tail now. And if 
anyone does, I'll beat some 
sense into them, alright? 


Now come on, 
‘no moping, 


Let's go tell the 
others to pack up. | think 
it's about time we finally 
hit the road again 





Hey! We're back! ') 
And it worked! 


a 
The girls are \ 
washing up now. I think \ 
we're just about ready 
to leave this dump. 


How's our 
‘quest’ doing? 





He's hasn't given 
me any trouble. 










In fact, he— 











<Hey, relax! 







) Sfeu not could have run, 
but I didn't! <The whole point 
—— Asi said of taking this job was so | 






could afford safe passage 
to reach my brother. 





before, | have every 
intention of travelling 























You guys really 











need to lear how with you! But since we're 
to tie a rope I just saved all going the same 
you the trouble of direction, there's no 

untying me!> need now!> 













That, and keep 
better track of your 
squirrels.> 











1 still think breaking 
free was stupid. They'll 
trust you less now. 






Mrs. Nibbly, 
you traitor! 













You'd be surprised, 

Allittle roguish charm can go 
a long way towards building 
trust in the long run, 





<It's going to be 

a long journey, and it'l be 

hard to carry me hog-tied ‘swear on my 
tidantira way, life that | will not cause 


you or your friends any 
trouble along the way, 
Miss Raine. > 


I'd like to 
believe that. 


Ifyou truly wish to build 
trust with us, you can start by 
letting us put this on you 


<Going to shackle Put it on his 

me, huh? | suppose that's ankle, so he can't 

reasonable, though not very mess with it while 
effective with just one. we walk. 


But very welll And you, 
don't move! 


If you insist, 
shackle me!> 


There are runes 
on that thing! 














> 
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| Many days later... | 





Hey, look! 


can see mountains! 
We must be getting close 
to the mainland! 




















Eric was right, the 
currents made coming 
back a lot faster. 
Still, it felt way longer 
to me, especially afer... 
all that’s happened. 






Oh, ‘it’s fine. 









It doesn't hurt 
anymore, but | figured 
V'd keep this on. 









Might help make 
me less recognizable 
in the village. 







Speaking of 
which, how’s your 
cheek doing? 








| still can't believe 
Keith did that! 





What a jerk! 


He was just upset 
I don't blame him, 







Being scared and angry 
is no excuse to start lashing 
out at other people! 










Especially 
friends! 









Yeah, well, I'm the 
last person who can 
criticize him for doing 
something like that. 






I just hope we can find 
something to help Natani, 
for both their sakes. 





You couldn't 
help Laura, you can't 
help Natani. 


\ can't believe 
you were once Grand 
Templar. What good 
are you now? 
You're Maybe 
useless! he's right, 


that! Keith was way 
out of line! 


He's just taking it out on 
you because it's how he feels 
about himself right now. 


He's not wrong 
though, is he? 
What good Ihave power, but it only 
seems to work when I'm not 
thinking about it, and half the 
time i's hurting my friends. 


have | done? 


And everyone keeps 
telling me the world’s falling 
apart because of me. 


Ever since waking up 
all I've managed to do is. 
put you guys in danger. 


| am the person who 
corrupted the Templar. | think 
facing up to that fact is my best 
hope of retaining myself if my 
memories ever do return. 
But to do that | 
need to learn all | can 
about who | am. 


Not being able 
to remember doesn't ‘And that begins 
make me innocent. at Edinmire. 





Alright, Natani 


been a very good 








We should be landing 
soon. Kathrin will take care 
of you unti | get back. 


You know, at the time | 

resented Alaric for what he did. 

Sacrificing himself like that just 
to help someone like me. 


But now, I'm grateful, 


There'd be nothing 
| could do for you as 
“Keith the Banished”, 


I'm sure the other 

generals would say this, 

was an abuse of power, 
but the truth is. 


But I'm not going 

to wallow in self-pity 
Not this time. 

I've never : 

I know you're 

Basitin. 







still in there, and 
Hl get you back. 







But as 
a general 






The Templar may be 
corrupt, but humans are stil 
technically Basitin allies. 
















What do you think? 
Pretty good, hm? 





See you soon. 


I did make sure 
to check first, I didn’t 


Although. 


A\. \ 
oa any Templar ) 
X i : \ 
} ff ( actually, now that ) y 
‘ I think about it... L_ } Of 


Weird... where 
couldn't help is everyone? 
myself! 
just feels so good 
to finally be back on dry Well there are stil 
land again! Oh, ground, dock workers, at least. That Yj 
how I've missed you! | \ guy back there helped bring 


Or... at least the 
docks attached to you. ) 
Close enough! find out more in 
the village. 





Oh, hey, there 


We were just 
waiting on... 


I... |guess 
Keith has his own 
entourage now. 


He's got his own 
crusade to worry about. 
And three Basitins would 
attract a lot of unwanted 

attention anyway. 


Iwas hoping 

the three of us would 

be travelling together, 
like the old days. 


Aww! 
Iti be okay, 


deat Hehe! You're 


cute when you're 
sentimental! 














Ack! Flora! 
We're supposed to 


Ihave prepared all 


Now. Sir. 


| am., aware your 

previous travels through 

human cities have been 
less than ideal 


I've worked to 


the case this.. time. 


the proper documents 
for our first foray within 


human lands. 


Ihave also created a 

map of the area from memory, 

and marked possible places that 
may help your wolf friend. 


Yes, sir, the Templar 
brought many new maps 
on their last island visit, 


had a.. few major 
settlements committed 
to memory, 


J anticipated you might = 
that! 've.. already prepared simitar 
\ documents, and would be happy to 
keep my eye on them as well 


Playing go-between is 
my primary duty, after all. 
lam glad to serve. 






1s something 
the matter, sir? 


is great, Lynn. 


Actually, 'm 
just... worried about 
my friends. 


aa 
Iwish they had 
someone like you to 
help them as well 


Oh, well, if you can, 
that would be perf— wait, 
hang on... | don't remember 

signing any of these. 


Did you forge 
my sig— 


Wow, | thought 
Iwas good. 























Mmbhm. 
You know | was 
once a slave. 
Edinmire is the 
closest settlement 
to tiger territory. 





“Back here"? 
b Wait, you've been 
here before? 









This... was 
my home. 


| didn’t know that. 
Why didn't you ever 
mention it before? 


Sigh... | dunno. 
It's weird to talk about 
those days. 


Feels like a lifetime ago, 
But this place... it looks and smells 
exactly how I remember it. 


If you followed 
this stream a ways, you'd 
eventually reach my fath. 
my master's farm. 





‘After what happened 
on that island, I'm never 
leaving your side again! 


Flora, if this is hard for you, 
you don't have to come with me 
only plan to look around. 


No! 


I'm sorry! 
Are you sure 
you're okay? 


I said 
I'm fine! 
Really! 


// Though... maybe \ 
someday you could get 
those claws trimmed 

down just a little? 


‘Oh! | actually know 

a place for that! And 

that's exactly why you 
need me with you! 


I know Edinmire 


like the stripes on 
my tail! 


I'm sorry, Flora 


Oh. Then again, 
| suppose a trim 
won't matter. 


Now that we're back 

in human lands, we'll need 

to pretend to be servant 
and master again 


If could just pass as 

human, it wouldn't matter. 

but Il never be able to hide 
what | am completely. 


I know you hate 
doing this. 


And that means 
keeping my claws to 
myself anyway. 


At 


| recall you mentioning once 

that you dreamt of being human. 

Seeing where you were raised, I'm 
starting to understand why. 


But listen. 
What you are isn’t wrong, 
I'd never want you to change, not 
even the claws, if you don't want to, 
We may have to pretend otherwise, 
but love you, stripes and all 


I know. 
Hove you too. 


Though it's not going 
to stay secret for very long it 
someone sees us like this. 





SS — 


r You know, | think 
you'll ike Edinmire. 
> 


“Despite beingnear < 

a Templar college its) 

actually a fairly Keidran 
friendly village. 


*Keidran 
endly"? Uh, 
Flora. 


There are even 
Keidran-owned shops. 
I know one tavern that 

serves amazing tiger 
cuisine. Mmmm. 


|just can’t believe it 

I mean... wolves and 

humans have always 
fought, but 


om \ 
| didn't think it 
ever really happen. 
\ Not officially. 


Maybe you \ 
were right. Itisn’t 


safe here. 


i, 


think you should 


( Flora... really 


see this 
ar SG 


) 





Oh, sony if Ifi’s the board that's 
| gave your gir got her spooked, no worries. 
a fright, pal > 


Folks have no love for wolves 


I'm just 
tell you to keep the 
main road clear. 
We've got a procession 
coming through soon, so if you're 
here for that, you need to be down 
in Shepherd's Square, 


ee 
guard. | think it's 


BA okay, Flora. 






Did he just say. 
it can't be! 


You back there! 
Did he just call you 
‘Flora’? 


Uh... maybe? Do 
we know each other? 







Don't... don't you 
recognized me? It 
it's me, Keiren! 








Iknow we \ 


didn't part on 
good terms. 









“’ Y-you came back! 
knew one day— 














“No! Keep away 
from me, Keil 


We need 
to go, now! 






—— ; 
(Hey —— 
She told you to \] 
teave her alone! _) 





Stop! Please, 
don't hurt him. 


Oi! | don't know 
Who you think you are, 
but I'm guard captain 

of Edinmire, boy. 


Flora and | 


go way bac! This runt should 


be the one worried 
about getting hurt. 








|... Lhave to finish my 
route. Ifit were any other day, 
I'd drop everything, but. 


Listen, | know you 

don't trust me, but please. 

wait for me at the tavern 
down the road. 


"return. And alone, 

I swear. Just... promise 
me you won't leave until lowe you at least 
that much, 


I get back. Please. 







I've also discovered that Z 
many humans have gathered SY | see. That 
near the center of town. would explain why 


? " 
we haven't run into the Weal healed 


Inan area called 0000, | can't wait to meet) 


my first native human! 


e yet 
Shepherd's Square. ead de 


( Yes. We're 
Basitins. Listen, I'l make this 
brief: my friend is sick. 


It's something magic, 
y Finally, customers! and | believe it involves the 
Yes! Yes! Welcome! How \ y soul. Can you help us? 


Well, I... suppose 

| could take a look. Though 

'm not familiar with Basitins, 
Which of you is injured? 





‘Atleast | don't 
think he recognized 
you. No one’s tailed 

us to the tavern. 


I'm sorry, Flora. That 
must have been hard. 


don't trust him, But 
if he’s guard captain now, 
he could help us. 


Either way, | need 
to talk to him. 


Yeah, | think he had 
his attention elsewhere 
at the time... hmph. 


Kei. And. 
It's complicated 


master. And... my best friend 
for a long, long time. 


‘When we were young, the fact 
that | was a Keidran never seemed 
to bother him. In fact, he stood up 

for me several times. 


But as we got older 
Kei... changed. 


He would act differently 
towards me when around his 
friends, That's how it started. 

Ithappened slowly, but. 


Well, to make a long 
story short, by the end he was 
hunting me when I ran. 


‘Are you two planning to 
stand in my doorway all day 
or are you coming in? 




























I'm Flora 
a hi this is Tr 
Er, | mean. 


Welcome to 
Riftwall East. 
I'm Aira. 


> 





Rerrright. 





(knew | had a 
bad feeling about today. 
Stay strong, Addy.) 












‘Well, please follow me. 
sir. ll show you inside. 





{ Trace! Kei?! 


You know I can't > 
make up names! 









But of all the names 
you know, why his?! 





He was the last 
person we were talking 
about! | panicked! / 












I can't call 
Kei, though! 








Uh, you guys... know Relax. It doesn't 
msi here, right? | didn't matter to me who you are 
leave or anything, You could claim to be Princess 
Reni for all | care 4 


I've survived here by 
knowing not to stick my nose 
in other's business. 






Hust get 
\ people drunk. 





Well, make yourselves 















at home. You certainly have . 
your pick of seating 
Hey, Maeve! 
You back ther 
Need a couple 
drinks! Sigh... where , 
The 





is that girl? 
no one here. 


Yeah... don't 
remind me. 






Business hasn't 
been what it used to be, 
ever since we lost our 
main attraction. 
Butit's 
been particularly 
empty today. 























This is what 
the tavern was 
named after. 










Once upon 
a time this hallway 
would take you directly 
to our sister tavern 

far in the west. 





Long ago, when 

these were Keidran lands, 

they used walls like these to 
avoid humans. Ironic. 











There are even stories 
that once, this gate could 
lead you to other Riftwalls, 
in other places. 


But ever since 
this war business started, 
it's gone dark. 


don't want to think, 
about what that might 


for our sister tavern. 


Sometimes | think | can see 

things moving inside, and hear 

whispering at night, but nothing 
ever comes through. 


‘Man, that archway 
gave me the creeps. It felt ike 
| was being watched when we 
were in front of it. 


You've never 
seen it before? 


No. | must have 

passed by this tavern loads 

of time as a kid, but I never 
thought about i 


Stil, being up here 
is a good spot to wait. 


We'll be able to see Kai 
coming, just in case he brings 
any unwanted company. 


| stil don't like the 
idea of waiting this guy. 


I think we should 


just get what we came for 
and leave this weird town 
as soon as possible, 


Trace, I'm stil not exactly 
clear on how we were planning 
Con getting to your money. 

| was going to play it by ear, but basically, | just 
planned to get there, scout around a bit - you know, 
make sure the coast is clear then enter the house 
undetected through a back window or something, 
and make off with everything we need. Simple! 








| mean it is my property 
after al, right? So it's not really 
breaking in or stealing 


And I've been gone 

for months. Why would Templar 

be guarding an empty building 
after allthis time? 


Its the 
perfect plan! 
Trace, do 
you know what 
an estate is? 





- 
7” right! Maybe it 
wasn'tthe most well) 
\ thought out plan, 
| guess I just don't 
feel comfortable wating ) 
around in this place, | / 


you doing up there? Take 
them the drinks, 


Mommy! 
There's a tiger! 


know there is, dear. 
Just give it to them. 


This is my 
daughter, Maeve, 


She's not normally like 
this, but we don't serve 
many non-humans. 


‘She's afraid of 
her own kind? 


Oh, not at all. She's just 


Don't look now, but 
‘you might be right. 


Ah... sorry about 

all that. My server's 

decided she wants 
to be shy today. 


/ She's actually \ 


a fan of tigers, which 
might be part of the / 
\ problem. 4 


Aw! Well, 
nice to meet you, 


grown up surrounded by humans, \ 
0 it's what she's familiar with. 










rang vod ‘Oh, not nearly Maype it's because 
sag achidine as bad as you we! . 
human village? OU we're 50 far east, but we've 
2 might think. rarely had much trouble with the 
human folk. Even after this 
¥ war nonsense began. 

( You always get 
the occasional “fleabag” 
comment, but I ignore it 

Most are decent. 


















‘And that's what | try 
to teach Maeve: look 
to the good ones 















That's... a surprising 
opinion to hear, especially 
from someone who has to 
deal with people all day. 










Is she 
your first? 





Yup! She's 
my baby - one 
and only. 

















| thought so when, 
I first saw you, but | didn't 
want to presume. 










having my first 
soon, t00. 






Is the father 
going to be joining 
you here, or...? 






Congrats! Oh, no, 


(he's... well, it's 











Never thought 

I'd see the day that 

tiger nomads stroll 
through Edinmire. 


These are 
strange times. 


|... wait, you 
don't know? 
| figured that was 
the whole reason why 
you were here! 


| thought you were 

like... an advanced scout or 

something, and that's why you 
were being all secretive, 


/ Trace! |.. Ineed 
to go and see this, 
for myself! 


know it's 
dangerous, but 
they're my people, 
and I don't trust 
the Templar. 


okay, we can 
go, sure. 


Maeve was so 
isappointed when | told 
her she had to stay here 
and miss everything 
Hopefully, meeting 


you and seeing this has 
made up for it a litte /| 


| don't understand. 
This is a human village, What 
are tigers doing here? 


If you're really not 

aware, the humans want to begin 

peaceful relations with felids. They 
invited them here. 


Wewhat?! Why. 
why now? 


The war. 


can't say for certain, but 
| suspect the Templar do not want 
to fight a war on two fronts. 


Guess that means we 
won't be meeting Kei, 


Sorry to keep 
you waiting! 





( tean't stay. 


tiger folk to town square. 
But if you want to— 
aa 
We'll come 
with you! 


¥ | stil gotta escort these 


Thank you for having 
, Miss Adira. I'm sorry 
we can't stick around. 


How much do. 
we owe you?) 
a 
bd 
was just water, 
and you didn't even drink 
any. Forget t, kid 


I'm sorry, we have 
to leave, But | hope we 
see each other again! 


twas very nice 
to meet you! 


I've got my eye on you, 
Kei. Don't try anything, 


Well, we'd 


meeting you, 





Well, there goes 
my entertainment 
\. for the day. 


And busine’ 


Oh, they 
left me something 
after all. A. 


Wow... Maybe Mr. Big Maeve, dear, I need 
Bad Tamplar isn't quite ) to go to the market, Could 
as bad as they say. /[ | \ you help mommy clean— 


uldn'tbe any = <—~ 


worse than his acting. Maeve? 
Not that I'd say that / 
to his fa 


Sigh... Maeve. 


Trying to sneak off 
after the tigers, hm? 
That git, Is 


You're going 
to be cleaning so many 
dishes when | catch up 
to you, Mae\ 





I don't remember 
there being so many 
\ guards in Edinmire. 


>~ This meeting 
is very important. 
We're taking every 

\ precaution. 


But as long as. 
you're not a wolf, you 
don't have anything to 

\ worry about. 


But... what about 
the wolves that already 
live in Edinmire? 


The servants 
and merchants, ) 


\ like Adira? 


Wait, what?! You're locking 
up every wolf in the city? Even 
Atthe moment, the innocent ones? 
all canine keidran are 


being held at the guard That's horrible! 
barracks for now. 


Thi —_ 


temporary measure. 
The wolves declared war 
‘on us. We can't let our 
guard down 


The ones living Flora, you're 
here didn't deciare naive if you think the 
war on anyone! wolves here wouldn't 
side with their kind 
in a heartbeat. 


They can't 
change what 





a lighter note. 


Here, maybe this will 
make you feel better. | have 
something for you. They're your papers. 
Everything that documented you 
as a slave of my family. 


Look underneath. 


It's alletter of safe. \ 

passage. The same kind 

that lets that tavern lady 
live and work here. 


Is this your 
way of saying | 
still technically 


No, no! Nothing 
like that! 


thad it made 
ages ago, in case you. 
ever came back. 


Yes, though you 

should still be careful. There 

will always be people who won't 
care about a seal. 





THEY KNOW! 
WE NEED To GET 
AWAY! 


RELEASE CUR 
Masie! 


USE {T! 


spe 


USE {TY 


| don't know how she 

came to be in your possession, 

but | won't alow you to keep her 
as your servant any longer. 


until 
nota threat to— 





Keiren, tell 
your men to 
let. Him. Go. 


Hey! You can't 
talk to the captain 
that way! 


No, it's. its 

alright, Daniels. Go 

back to... whatever 
you were doing. 


Flora, |... | don't 
understand. I'm trying 
to help! This guy. —Has done nothing! 
Something you'd know if you'd 
just asked me first 


You haven't changed, 
Kei. You were always 


deciding for me. 
Hey! That's not fair! 


1'm trying to make up for what 
I've done. | just didn't know. 
So this guy, he’s...? 
Afriend. And | know 


how strange that sounds. 
It's a long story. 


One | don't feel like 
telling while your goons 
are holding him. 


Rude. Whyis the captain 
letting a Keidran talk 
to him like that? 


Eh, probably 
under orders to play 
nice with the stripes 3 Now, if you really want to 
while they're here. make up for before, start by 
not arresting my friends. 

















Sir, we can't 
detect any mind 
control 


In that case, 
let him go 





We've run 
a dispel just 
in case, 














There, no harm done. 

You okay there, pal? 

You look a bit sick 
Ise... 

Thank you. 


Flora, |... want 
to apologize again. 


Today has been pretty 
stressful and this position 
is sil fairly new to me. 


ya know, and | guess that. 
kinda backfired, 


‘And | suppose | owe 

you an apology too. 
understand, 

Kei. Thank yo 


/ Sorry for the mix-up, 
bud. Any friend of Flora’s 


isa friend of mine, 


Just remember, 
though. 


‘When it comes to - /” Say, now that | 
Flora, f came first. actually get a good 
look at you 


You seem. 

familiar. What did 

you say your name 
was, again? 





Thank you br pining vith me on this Cary advexture! — Tom - 





| would like to 
apologize for my behaviour 
earlier. | may have acted 
a bit... rashly. 


These are... difficult 
times to be trusting, what 
with the war and all, 


Oh, its you. 
apothecary man. 


Well, that's. 
not my name, But... |. lrealize, 
as a healer, it is my duty 
to aid those in need. 


Thus, | feel it is only 
right that I... do so. 


You'll really 
help us? 










Yes! I... well, 
Wl certainly try. 









If you could 
just lead me to this, 
wolf of yours... 






Of course! 
Follow us, he’s, 


=r ) 


Accelerated 
heart rate. 
















Something's 
not. right. | feel 
we are being 

deceived. 


















Dilated 

pupils. 
Excessive 

perspiration 











Don't need all that 
to tell something's up. 
We're being watched. 


Three humans, 
at least. 


4 A 
Co 
TTwoksups | 


TELL THE GmHER 
<F6MPOAR T'LL BE LATE. 
Reavers 


YES. FELL ASLEEP 
ON ME. YES, AGAIN. 


ARTIST 
IF YOU WANT TO 
‘TRY AND MOVE HER, 
BE MY GUEST. 





Anything ‘y 1-1 didn't 
you'd care to tell want to get involved. 


She made me! 
>. Py 
a 


What a shame. 


Iwas really hoping 
you'd just lead us to the | didn’t want 

wolf, nice and easy. to have to do this 
the hard way. 





Y | believe there's 
/ been a misunderstanding. 
( We are basitin ambassadors 
Sona peaceful diplomatic 


>> _ mission to— 


Do look like the 
kind of person who cares 
about poli 


y That said, we have 

nothing against you, rabbitears. All) 

Sa wewentisthe wok. Henditover _) 
and we'll be on our way. 


No, I don't 
believe so. 


a 


Emblem ofan Y= 
Adrakist - dragon — Many humans consider 
worshiper. dragons a symbol of power. 
> Some are... more fanatical 
about it than others. 


Rest assured 
though, despite her 
she's still human. 


have something 
to say about the 
way I ook?! 









Oh, no, I quite 
like the lizard look, it's 
very... unusual. 





a 
down, Sarah! 
Maybe you should 
let me and Landen do 
the talking instead? 
Reright, Lan? 


Imay not bea full 
dragon yet, but | have 
plenty offfre for you! 





Hey! Y-you Basitins 
should cooperate! 


My name is Sealeen 
I'm a Templar, and my 
friend here is a guard. 


Ifyou fight 

back, welll be fore 

to arrest you! R-right, 
Landy? 


What the-2! 


How did you-? 
H-hey, those are ours! 
Give them back! 

\ 


And a fake 
dragon? 


Your entire 
group is nothing but a 
bunch of frauds! 


And are you sure 

you're a Templar? Because 

your spellbook / journal here 
says otherwise. 


Stop calling 
me fake 





Sir, 
Erg! So much look out! 
for diplomacy. A 


\ You two, come \ 

Flora, stay here with me. Daniels, go) 

with your friend, \ getourace ready. 2 
” I'm not taking any 


chances. Not today. 






What the hell?! 








Looks like 
introductions will 
have to wait 









I wonder what 

happened? | hope 

he'll be okay. a < 

y ) / But that doesn't ¢ 
{ mean | want him 

i Weren't getting kiled. 


you just ma 
at him? ( Still, we can't wait here. 


oF _ | need to catch up to those 
other tigers. Lets go. 
y 
— Sy 







ANIME WEEKEND ATLANTA 


SEPTEMBER 24 - 27 2015 @ COBB GALLERIA IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA 





IT'S NOT TOO LATE! IF YOU'RE IN THE AREA, COME OLIT TO SEE US THIS WEEKEND! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO AWA-CON.COM 












I'm... sure once you 
wake up, you'll like it. | added 
plenty of secret pockets, and 
an inlay for crystals. 











Hey, Natani. 






I know it took me 
a while, but | finally finished 










> the new version of the cloak 
to go with your vest. Heh, and since it's made 
of wyrm silk, it won't catch 
a fire this time! Haha... 













Itll be okay. I know you 
and Keith have a. 


thing going on 















Keith will come through, 
you'll see. You have a lot of 
friends who care about you. 


But | want you to 

know I'm here for you as 

well, And... if things ever 
change, m-maybe. 


Myself included. 
I know we only had 
that one “girl talk” but. 
confiding with you really I mean... If you 
meant a lot to me. were ever interested, 

1... Lmight... 


Ow ow ow ow! 
7 Is this about what | said?! 

I wasn't trying to get between 
you and Keith, I swear! 








Did... did you 
say something? 








Why. Are you. 
Rabbit-things... So. 
hard to burn!? 


I may not have 
my spellbook, but 


' ‘ 
\ Im not helpless! ang uniike the 


others, | know a lot 
about basitins. 


Including their 
weaknesses! 


if you are attempting to 

poison me, you probably 

should have done a little 
more research. 


You're pretty cute. Are 
you sure you stil wanna fight me? 
If you just help me find that wolf, 


I'd be very. 











and all, but you're not really 
my type... or species! 


I mean, not that 
there's anything wrong 
with basitins, but... 


O-oh dear! This 

isn't what | had in mind! 

The potion must be too 
strong! H-help! 


Is... is it working? 


Your face. 


| can't tell. 


H-hey, hold on! 
What are you doing? 
N-not s0 close! 


Er... Actually, | 
don't think your potion 
had any effect 


| just needed to 
be close to get a good 
sense of you. I can't 
see very well. 


_ 














B-but that's 
impossible! How? 





‘Those pheromones 
should work on any man - 
keidran or basitin! 


‘On anyone 
else, it probably 
would have. 


I'm.. afraid you just picked 
the wrong basitin. You see, 
1am Messenger Lynn, 


Where | am from... 


Society is divided by 
gender. But there's... always 
This requires a need of a go-between. 
particular kind of person, 
‘Someone who can be ‘ Even during 
blind to both, ’ 4 ‘e curfew. 


In other words... 


Let's just say... my 


ears don't hang limp like 
this for no reason. 


Still... thank you for 
what you said. I'm... not used 
to being flirted with. No one on 


the island would bother with 
someone tke me. even if you 
dnt really mean it, 
it felt... nice, 


Well, | mean... 


Okay, | admit, | was 
just playing you before. 
But, you know.. 


two seriously having 
a conversation right 


Those ears 
of yours really are 
kinda cute, 


You're some kind of 
Hey, so. mercenary, right? Finding 


Not that | don't wolves for a bounty? 


enjoy dodging you How much do you 
forever, but. get for that? 












ey 
Must be a V 
lot for all this. 


trouble. 





But guessing 
by how desperate 
your friend is. 











You haven't had 
much luck, right? 








You don't 
seem invested 
in this. 







How about 
| just hire you 
instead? 







Il pay you to not 
hunt wolves, and you can 
buy all the coffee you want 
without doing a thing! 















What do 
you say? 


“All the coffee Welp. I'm out. 
Later, girls. 


= Landen! Get back a 
=) \ here, you lazy traitor! 

\ here, you lazy traitor! J 

‘What is wrong with 

the two of you! Why 


Wait, what?! 


‘won't you fight?! 


Grrrahh! 
Enough! I've _ I'ma dragon! You 
had it! should all be treating 
‘me with the respect 
I deserve! 


We can't wait 1 show you 
for the ace to arrive. all why dragons 
We have to protect are feared! 


Stop right there, 
villainous fiend! 


Nobody breaks the 
Prepare for law on my shift! Now 
anything. put down your— 


1 burn 
you to ash! 
a>, 


‘Well, I suppose \\ ~ Time to 
i you're not holding extinguish this 
;nymore, then 
neither will | 





Hah! I'd 
to see you try! &= 


Damn. 
We just need 
an opening! 
Something to 
distract her, like— I said stop, you 
monster, in the name J 
of the guard! 











I want these 
fires put out! 


believe 
can help with 
that one. 


Reed! You, Travel, 
and anyone who knows basic 
water magic, get on it! 


I need answers! 
What's going on? 


here on a diplomatic 
mission. 


It' seems we 
ran into a bit of a. 
miscommunication 


, with your people. 


Vy, ‘Oh please, my dear. 
j ) I'm a bureaucrat. 
All my documents are 
: in triplicate, naturally. 





Basitin 
diplomats? 


allies of your kind, correct? 
Or is this Edinmire’s way 


Now hold on just 
a minute! 


can assure you, this 
Adrakist was not acting 
on Edinmire’s behalf, 


We will hold her 
until this can all 
be sorted out. 


Ngaaaht!! 
What?! Me? 


Yes. It'd be unfortunate 
if your city was found to be 
responsible for a. 


Diplomatic 
incident between 
‘our nations. 


“D...diplomatic 
incident"? 


I'm sure this is 
all just some kind of 
misunderstanding! 


E-Edinmire of course welcomes 
our... esteemed island friends. We were 
simply not aware that the basitin king 

: was sending an envoy! 


How can 
she still get up 
after that?! 


Itappears her 
hide is as tough 


as her scales. 
Huh, So that's 


what a human's 
looks like. 


They're the 
‘ones who should 
be arrested! 


They're hiding 
a wolf! 





You should be 
listening to me! 


You should alll be 


looking upon me with the 
reverence deserving of 
goddes: 

















WHATCHA 
LOOKING FOR, 
FLORA? 


0-H, 
HEY TRACE! 
UW... WELL, YOU 
SEE... REMEMBER THAT 
ENCHANTED MISTLETOE? 


—____ OHNO. 


YOU'RE NOT THINKING 
ABOUT TRYING THAT TRICK 
AGAIN THIS YEAR? 


AW, LIGHTEN) 
Kup, TRace,  L 


Irs Just A 
MAGIC KISS. WHAT'S. REMEMBER 
THE HARM? 
a WHAT HAPPENED “We 00 Nor TALK 


ae LAST TIME, WHEN 
You PUT fr \ ABOUT THE BUTT 










BESIDES! THAT WAS 
JUST A FLUKE! THIS TIME, 
NOTHING WILL GO— 


HEY~ FLORA! 


I GRABBED 
A FEW THINGS OLIT OF THE 
HOLIDAY CHEST TO SPRLICE 
up My OUTFIT. 












FLORA, WHAT 
ARE YOU... EEK! 





YEAH... WE 
SHOULD PROBABLY 
PUT A WARNING ON 
THAT THING. 


Ineed you to come 
with me for now. 


A dragon 
front of me! And not 


right in 


just any dragon. 
The royal dragon! 
'd heard you'd gone 
missing from the capital, 


but | had no idea you 
were here! 


Princess 
Reni... used her 
magic on me! 
'm being arrested... 
by the princess! This is 
the best... day... ev— 


Princess, this is 
such an honor. You're 
an inspiration! 


Oh... um, 
t-thank you. 


But I'm afraid 
you've caused quite 
a lot of trouble. 


Wel... this is 
not how | pictured 
‘my day going, 


Would someone 
please lend her 
their cloak? 


Er... thank you for 
the assistance, miss. 
your highness. 


S-sorry to bring 

you out for something 

0 trivial. | figured better 
safe than sorry. 


Please, just Reni is fine. 

I'm not really nobility. And it's 

1no trouble. !™m only glad I could 
settle this peacefully 


The captain is 
Kinda cute. 


Well fd better 
get back before the 
tiger meeting starts! 
























Hey, relax. 





Look, as far as I'm 
concerned, you've got 

Ahemi= As diplomatic immunity. 
for you three. 


Tell me: is what 
she said true? Do 
you have a wolf? 


just keep it out of the 
public eye, alright? Lotta 
folk on edge right now. 


Otherwise, welcome 
to Edinmire, 





Now if you'll Thank you sir. 


excuse me. (On the way back, 


though, | was stopped by 
a farmer - Ol’ Rinehold. 


He claims he saw figures 
moving through his fields on the 
outskirts near Riftwall... again 


Oh, Daniels. He says it's 
Good work getting to wolves this time, 
the Ace in time, 


Sigh. I need you to go to 
Fifth time this week the docks. Find out what 
Of course he'd pick today too. ship the basitins arrived 
It's probably just kids cutting on.. discreetly. 
through his fields again. 





Should | check 
it out, sir? 


No, Reed can. | want to know 
' have something where this wolf 
else for you. of theirs is. 





Here we are. » 
Shepherd's Square. . It's so strange, -\ 
seeing tigers interacting af 
with humans like this, wn 
Unlike wolves, ) 


tigers have always 
been isolationists. _/ 


—_, 


y 
wait here.) 


( Tm going tofind ~~ 
\ 


‘out what's going on. = 
>. 


Flora, are you sure 
(ret ‘a good idea? 


It’s fine, Trace. These 
are my people. 


« How bizarre, these humans. 
I've never seen them so close before. 
They really don't have tails? > 


«One of my cousins swears 
they do! But they always wear 
clothes so you can't tell 


We have a bet that she 


can get a guard out of his armor 
before the first night. > 


«Well, good luck to her. 
Humans are as prudish as 
they are repulsive. > 





<Sorry, but Ifyou 
don't mind me asking, what 
is one of the tribes doing in 
human territory? 
I mean, | know you 
were invited, but why agree? 
Aren't you afraid the Templar 


<Wha-? Accent? 
don't have an—> 


« Sk... what is «Yeah, | hear it too! 
that accent? > ‘She sounds... off, Just 
A a bit... human-ish > 


«Oh, I see. You're a 
domesticated keidran. > 


«What? No! I'm 
a natural-born tiger! 
I'mnota siave!> —_N-not 


anymore. 
i <'m not 


a petl!> 


«< Hun, your soent reeks 
of human. Clearly you're 
stil someone's pet.> 


«Don't be 
mean, Iris!> 


it's adorable you still fee! 
like part of the tribe. Hold 
> on to that, sweetie, 


SY But im afraid we don't 
have time to humor you. 


(: <No offense! | think 


~~ Your masters have 
important business with us 
real tigers right now. > 





Did you follow 
us all the way from 
the tavern? 


‘And does your \ 
mom know you're 
out here? 


3Snitt= What are 
you doing here? 


/” Well, | guess 
I can't blame you 
too much. 


/_\used to sneak 
off all the time when 
Iwas your age. 


> Though itwas 
usually to the woods, 


not town square, 


a 


Well... there's nothing 
wrong with that. Don't let 


\ anyone tell you different.) 





Yeah, turns 
out they weren't 
very helpful 


tag along — without 
momma cat knowing. 


7” Oh. Well, should 
we head back to the 
tavern, then? 


Hey! Looks like you 
right, Flora. We all ended 
up in the same place! 


| think we're 
better off if we stay 
put for now. 


Ihave a feeling 
Adira will come looking, and 
| don't want us to accidentally 


All roads tend to 
lead here, so it's the 
best place to wait. 


Oh, this is just 
a friend we ran into 
along the way. 





Er... hi, Keith, 
How's it going with, 
you-know-what? 


What's up 
with them? 


Do those two 
not like each other 
or something? 


at all It's just 
complicated. 


| really shouldn't 
say, but you see. 


Whaaaaa~?! 


‘Oh my goodness! 
But they're both. 


They're 
different. 


maybe not. 


It's just a fot 
less dumb than the 
real reason. 


that one did 
something stupid, and 
is now too stubborn to 
just apologize. 
Sigh... boys. 





~~ 


Ladies and gentlemen! 
Humans and felines! 


Welcome! 


Well, looks like 
whatever's going on, 
it's starting, 






Wow! 
Look at all the 
Floras! 





Oh my gosh, 


Maddie! That's almost 
N exactly what | said about 
yy basitins and Keiths! 
Z 
\ 


yy 
Hee heehee! } 


Something 


the matter? _/ 


‘And thank you, 
good folk of Edinmire, 
\ for welcoming them. 
| know our relationship with 
the beast folk has been strained, 
now more than ever. 


And keidran, 
like all people, 


re ) 
not made equal. 


-_— 


Good afternoon. 


If may have 
everyone's attention, 
1am Seer Brahn. 


I want to thank you, 
noble tigers, for accepting 
‘our humble invitation, 


But it's important 
to remember that tigers 
are not wolves, 


So, welcome, 


friends. 





Great 
The Templar. 








Anyone else getting a 
strange feeling of déja vu? 








( Ihave abad ~\ 


feeling about this. 
Se = 
Sn, Which Templar } 
isthat? —_/ 


> 


That there is Brahn, the 
Master Seer - one of the Grand 
Templar's five lieutenants. 


vanaverioen 
one in person before, 
y 


All five Masters are said 
( to possess a unique magical 
\_ gift, and his is supposedly ) 
recognition 

“| don't know if 
buy that, though. Predicting 5 
the future has always been 
a fickle thing y 


There are rumors 
that he's just a front, and 
that his true power comes 

from his daughter. 








You'd never 
I've heard that, despite know when youre 
being blind, she can see through being watched. 
the eyes of any animal she’s 
come into contact with 


Ah, there you 
are, Floral Looks 
like | made it. 


eo 


Oh, —<~e 
again, Keiren. 
\h, sure, just a 
7 Everything alright minor scuffle, é 
back there? Not a problem 
t for the guard! 


aa Cs 
Still, you wouldn't 
believe it The whole incident was 1-1 mean our time- 
sparked by a couple of those honored Basitin allies! 
istand weirdos, the. 


(Flora, you know 
that guy? 


mean Keith? 


Yeah, we're friends. 
It's... another long story. 


‘Oh. Well, you know, the 
friends of my friend, 


I'm not sure I'd 
call us friends, Kei, 


Well, seems like you've \ 
had quite the adventure since PSY” Atleast I'm here to see 
leaving the farm. ie this one. Today should be 


Hopefully I'll get to hear all cay {0 remember 


these “long stories” one day. 





Your words are like honey. 
You speak of friendship, 


// But for many of my kind, 
the only humans they know are 
the ones who steal our families 

away in the night. > 


<Ihad a feeling 
<lask, why now you'd say that. 
should we listen to 


your words? > ‘And you're right. This will 


require more than mere words. 
Itneeds a show of faith. > 





«Which is why 
I've decided, 


The practice of hunting 
and trading feline keidran 
will be abolished. > 


Wow. That's... certainly 
going to cause quite an 
upset if he's serious. 
I'm surprised you're Y 
not ecstatic, though, This 
ht? 


not be an easy change. 


«Now, this will ) 
Itwill require time. 


& 
But | believe it’s 
time the Templar turn 
over a new leaf, > 












We're under 
attack! 


What's going on’ r ne 
Nakada Ee > By what? ) 
( Wowves?! ) 

a 


“They were cloaked, \ 
| couldn't tell for sure.) 
But their emblems... _// 
% “A 


Y” Ngh- Couldn't reach \ 
the docks... magic circles.) 
in the fields. 
Whole city is 
surrounded. 


WA N 
They were dressed / Y \ = 
like Templar. f \ What le 
f \ the meaning 
} A ofthis J ff 
\ > ya 


7 ~ 
(‘I swear, whatever this is 
itis not our doing! 


< Pray you speak 
the truth, human. > 


For we tigers here 
are but a fraction of those 
iting at your borders. 


If we should not return, 
it will mean war. > 


Why would the 
Templar do this? Something 
doesn't add up here. 
7 \ don't actually 
think they were coming 
\ this way, sir 


Daniels, ho 
soon until they 


can't say for certain, but 
it looked like they were cutting 
off routes out of the city. 


| saw them burning a 
line of fire through the fields, 
heading down towards: 


( —The docks! 


Sir, what should we do? 
Don't the Templar technically ) 
outrank... nigh... us? 


Idon't care ifit's the 
Grand Templar himself! 























Oh, Keith! There's 
been a development, 


Kathrint 
There you are! 






How's Natani? 


Ni i ll, tech Ml 
Is everything okay? Jataniis... well, technically 


fine, And awake! But, 





| found a new 
soul willing to fil in for 
my missing half. 


——, 







Natani? Wait. 
oh no, not again! 













Hello, my 
dear Keith, 






Actually, 
I'm okay with this. 





Atleast it's not 
me this time around, 


Does that make the wolf 
a basitin general now? 

Also, how does 
that scar work? 





But I'd sometime 
sneak school books 
from Roderik. 


‘And now that I'm 


free... maybe | could 
learn some day? 





I didn't mean right now! 
‘We-what the heck is that?! 









Wait here, 
Natani! I'l be 
right back! 




















Zen? Zen, 
where are you? 
















Hello? Keith? 
Spots? 





I get it. This 
is in my head. 






But then... why can't | 
feel Zen? He's always in here 
yen when we're asleep. 
But it's just... silent. 


And if this is 


a. mind 











What the-? 
That's... odd 


Did | go drinking 
last night? | don't. 
feel right 














Why are 
these stil 
here?! 









My mind is the one 
place where | can feel 
like myself! 






7 Yeah. Yeah. Wa 
Gotta get ahold J 





oS x 
‘ 


oO \ re) \,\ 
Damn. | end up stacked when: 
I'm older. What a pain. 
iS Be 
B . 


a 





me \\ 












Everyone 
please remain 
calm! 








You're 
safe inside the 
walls! 





Flora, we should 
get out of here! 












No one is 
going anywhere, 
You Keidran were 
fools to come. 


ones who invited you. 
Traitors to humanity. 






The Templar 
will never consort 
with beasts! 






‘And now you will 
all burn together, fools 
and traitors alike! 


LF 








Your arm! 


I'm responsible 
fort! 


You couldn't You were once 
help Laura! Grand Templar. 


What good 


help Natani! are you now? 


Keith was right! All| 
‘ever do is let people down. 
had to save someone! 








What good am |, if all | do 
is pretend I'm not here while 
they're killing in my name? 






I can't keep 
hiding. Not if it 
means this! 
















My name 
is Trace. 


oy But these 
i actions are not 


my will 
The same name me 


you called on to justify So if you claim to 


<7] your actions. be followers of mine, 
\ 
Y 


then | order you 
to stop! 







Grand 
Templar Trace! 

Could that 
really be him? 





“Is this part 
of the plan? 








What should 
we do? 








Grand Templar 
Trace is dead. This one 
is an imposter. 





He must be. 


And he will burn in 
our fire like the rest! 






What do | do? 


There's no way | can 
shield against that many! Not 
without losing control. 


But if | move, that 
amount might take out 
half the square! 


lam the 
Grand Templar. 


You will 








/ 
We should 
Show them retreat! 
some real fire 


Do not be fooled! 
It may be a drat 
it is just a juvenile! 


(Our magic will 
ct us from even 












We've 
played our 


‘| "' 





You... didn't, right? 
You're still you? 


Heh, yeah, 
It's still me, Flora. 


No shadowy 
voices or anything 


>. it, Trace, 


You really had me 
worried again, |- 


So much 
for trying to 
lay low. 






















Thank you. 
Grand Templar, 
for my life 


not something | would have 
expected from someone of 
your reputation 





You don't seem 
that surprised. 


Oh, | knew 
who you were. 





I've heard the stories 

But like I said back about you, of course, like 

at the tavern, | know everyone else. But clearly 
when not to pry. é they can't be all true. 





lam one keidran, 
at least, who is grateful 
you've returned. 








I wish | had money to repay 
you. But if my tavern stil stands, 
you'll always be welcome. 


Oh, thanks! 
But there's really 
no need to— 
See you around, 
Mr. Trace. 















— 


She was just 
showing gratitude 
In our way. 

She's a 
keidran, 


Oh! Alright. Heh, 


For a second there, 
| thought she was... uh. 
propositioning me. 


What... was 
that all about? 




















Well, like 
I said, she's 
a keidran, 















Iean't 
believe it... 






That runt who was. 
with Flora... was the 
Grand Templar?! 


“s 


lonly ever saw 
him the once, before he 
became a recluse. 






And Flora's just 
.@ casually talking with him! 
She even hugged him! 






Doesn't that gir 
realize who he is? 






Wait a minute... he's Aposition he still 
Trace. The same Trace who holds. And that means he's 
owns the Legacy Esiate. technically my boss. 








His estate is here 
because he also held the 
title of Duke of Edinmire, 






You need 

to see this! 

It's the Templar 
Miss Reni took out, 


Aboss | tried 


to have arrested 
earlier today! What is 


Dea A 











knew it! | knew 
there was something 
more to this! 


Those rotten 
fleabags! 





I knew the Templar 
wouldn't do this! This was 
a setup from the start! 


Dressing up as 

Templar and attacking 

the tigers while framing 
us in the process! 


Bastards! 


We need to move! 
There's still at least two, Warden Tallon, 
reporting 
probably more— huh?) Porting! Were the 
reenforcements 
you sent for! 










I sent for? 
Wait, from... 







Relief units-? 


What are you talking 
The Wolfpens, about? I never sent any 
relief units to... 
| | The relief units you sent 

said you needed every able- 


bodied soldier here. We were 
} | told you'd been overrun! 
zy /, 


.. The Wolfpens! 


All the wolves rounded 
up in the southeast are being 
held in The Wolfpens! 


If they break them 
out... we're going to have 
a war on our hands! 


Are you one 
of them? Show 
y your fa 


That's not 
the worst of it, 
Captain! 


Captain, get 
ahold of yourself! 


It's Lt. Reed! 


Fires have 


Fires are still spreading also started up all 
toward the harbour. We have over the city! 
to do something, or Edinmire 

will be left crippled. 


So what do we do? 
Do we go after the wolves? 
The docks? The city? 

7 We can answ 
questions late 


Captain! What“ 
should we do? 


We may be 
keidran, but we 
are tigers first 

hold no love 
for humans, but | will 
defend my people. 
Er, you? 
But... you're. 


As will . The 

Templar cannot allow 

these filthy imposters to 
soil our good name. 














What the hell 
is going on? 










How is there a 
younger version of me 
in my own head? 


Sm who are you? 





Are you the 
reason I'm stuck 
like this? 





1 do not feel 
like a woman! 


No, but without Zen 
we're feeling pretty weak. 


And you consider 
woman and weakness 


\ in the same breath, 


‘S000, your mind 
just falls back on 
what it knows. 







Ifyou mean 
stuck in your hes 
then no, 


Zen's mental crutch swept out 
from under us did that. 


Ifyou mean stuck 
looking like your normal 
bosomy self. 


I'm guessing it’s 
because of how you 
feel right now. 





And bam! You're 


stuck with your...bountiful 


womanliness. 


Here, give me 
your hand~ 


Keep away 
from me! 


I don't need 
to be mocked by my 
‘own imagination, 


‘And I'm not buying it 

Zen is here somewhere, 

know it. I just have to find 
him and wake up! 





( you still 
had to be here! 


Zz 


Oh, wait, 
no it didn't. None 
Of this is real. 


But what the \ ‘, but it's kinda weird to want him 
hell is this?! ) inside our head so badly. 


ee 
Like | said, 








can help? 
Hint, hint 






Don't you 
“hint hint” me! 


I'm not an idiot, okay? 

| know what you are, | see 

Where this is all going. But 
J won't play along! 


| refuse! 
| refuse to let 
myself. 


To let myself 
be you again. 


= - — 
Look... I getit. T 


\. hat som 
(~ see accepting me going to end with you in a 
aslosing yoursell. dress embracing all things 
girly or something. 


~ 
You think of your 
younger seff as the scared 


little girl Zen’s link saved 
1 from being, 





As a big brother protecting 


But none of that is true. the only family he had left. 


You remember yourself that 
how Zen 









Don't blame 
Zen! He didn't see 
me as weak. 













the only way 
he could. 


Apart of him will always think of us as his helpless 
baby sister. And the link burned that into your mind. 


sae. : 
‘Are you saying 


that I remember 
myself wrong? / 


We 
z - &é 
Probably more 
than you realize. 
Alot of blanks had — 
to be filled in after our 


mind was shattered. 


I know you blame me for 
all the feelings you ass 
with being a woman. 











/ But truthfully, | don't 
( think we're as different 
as you believe Natani, | didn’t 
‘cut my hair and dress 
like a boy just to join 
Zen in the guild. 





tly 
I fiked it. 


What do 
you mean? I mean, | didn't mind 
being a gir, but... | liked 
being seen as a boy. 


myself because | was. how Zen saw it! |) 


desperate! | had to! / never told him. / fe) 
—— ~~ 


4 PS 
What? I disguised ( No, that's just \\ 


Don't you see? 
You're always giving Zen so 
much credit for making you 

who you are now. 


But the way you 
yourself. the feelings you 
have, both masculine and, yes, 

occassionally feminine. {tall comes from you. 


| always assumed 

it was all Zen. That being 

myself might have me go 
‘ack to... you know. 


/” Yes, And | think 
Fag | that fearis what's kept 
you trapped here, 


/ You don't need 
Zen to make you 
who you are. 


~ 
nottosay = \ 
what you experienced with 
Zen was not real. 


The link will always be 


I just hoped t 
( a part of us. And the damage Lasts 


remind you of that. 
Where you came. 
from, and. 


to our mind, likewise, will never 
_> be completely healed 


But the choices you made 
and how you chose to act 
onit... that was you. 





1... get it. 'm still not sure how 
| feel about you, But... you are a 
part of me. And you're right. 












and because if 
we don't, | suspect we'll 
end up burning to death 
pretty soon. 





I'm glad. 


Because this is the 
way it should be, 









Okay, need to 
get up to speed. 
Let's see. 











No Zen. 
No Keith. No. 
clothes, 








£ 








<Hey, what's 
going on, Kat?> 
















































at Roworreat You ust 
ie leuko? ith and | tried to look after 
« . finally reached the land and tl 
% And what's with all Jere was an explosion and smokl 
the smoke? You burn a ks and | couldn't find Mike or Eva 
Sz caks:or somnath—s leryone else was already on shor 
houldn't just leave you here so | 
NATANI! (gag you but you were too heavy 
2 didn't know what else to dg 
you were going to dig 







...kay. Pretty sure 
even if | knew Human, | 
wouldn't have got that. 








Also personal 
space! 





yy 


<1 wish Keith was 
here. He went ashore 
@ to find help for you!> 


<Ashore?! <Ages! How 
How long was ]{{ do you feel? Are 
Vout?> you in pain?> 









<Actually, | feel... 
surprisingly okay. 









Maybe a little weak, 
but... its ike a fog's been 
lifted. One I didn’t know 


A ~~ se was there. 
















<And I'm... really 
grateful! But... could you 
please get off me now? 












I'm feeling 
pretty exposed at 








Keith and | took 
turns, every day, 
caring for you. 

And | tried to do 
everything I could to 
keep you healthy. > 
















<O-oh! Right, sorry! 
Let me help you up!> 









N 















<Oh no! | forgot! 


\) P We need to go, right 
now! There's smoke and fire 
‘coming from the docks! 


<Don't worry, 
though! Everyone 
else left-> 







don't know where it 
came from but | think the 
ship could be next!» 


Yep, there's 
the pain. 





















<Here, hang 
‘on to this! I'll be 
right back!» 






<Are these the 
new robes you were 
making for me?> 














<Well, yes, | finished 
them and your smaliclothes 
while you were out. 








But this is 
no time to be 
dressing! > 
















«I'm not going to 
leave them behind! 










You said this stuff 
was fireproof, right?> 







forgive 










<Come on, 
where is...?> 






he lost this. 
And I think 
we can both agree, 
he's been through 


<Keith would never 


himself if 


enough.» 






















<Natani! 
Where are you 
going?! 







The stairs are 
this way!> 


















—=— 
> 
NX 
Don't thank 
me yet : <But.. that 
4 was the way to 
Looks like you the stairs! 
ES 5 were right - the ship's : 
going down, Bow. do wet 
get out now?!> 


== 
<Welll be fine. ) 
y 


‘Just hang on . 
to me, okay?» 


This is... probably 

a bad time to mention 

I'm not a very strong 
swimmer. 


The fire's already 
spread to the ships!) 








Mike, Evals! 


There you two are! 


71 
What happened’ YF vaste 


| don't know, ) 
it happened 
sofast, 

We tried to 
save what we could, 
but there was barely 

time to get out! 
> y 


~ 


Where's ») 


Kathrin!) 1. thought 


she was taking the wolf 
ashore with the Basitins 
to find help? 





Speaking 
of Basitins. 





We've got to 
get them out! 


No! No, | can 
still get to them! 


It’s right there! 
Let me go! 





The docks are 
already falling apart! 

You won't 

make it! 


Please! 


I'm so close! 
I can save her! 
Ican save—! 





1... Feouldn't 


I couldn't stop it 
from happening again. 


Just like Alaric. 
and Laura. 
No matter how hard | try 
to stop it, everyone | get close 
to ends up the same way. 


<Wow, glad no one 


else was on that thing.) 


Urgh... think | 
underestimated just how 
hard swimming for two would 
be... especially given the 

circumstances. Hao. 


You okay 


Keith. Hurt 


Sorry to keep 
you waiting. What 
did | miss?> 





<What's the matter, 
Keith? Aren't you happy 
to see me?> 


Erg! Kathrin, 
You're okay! 


Why always 


“ont 
The face! b 


<Uh, speaking of damsel, 
| just realized my face was. 
your chest isn’t 


“Oh... yeah. There... 
wasn'ta lot of time. And 
living seemed more urgent 

than getting dressed. 

Sigh... I quess 

the jig 


I didn't know 
how to help you. 


«But, you 
know me. 
I'm not one to 

<Well, to be fair, ( play the damsel 
coming back was a | indistress. 
little more involved 

than “just that.”> I missed you 

t00, Keith,» 





«We can still try going “Look... Keith made How | look is. 
with the old... Basitin There's...no ~’ that up to cover just how I've always 


you-know-what?> ‘such thing as “Basitin % ‘Wve always been, okay?> 
\\ black magic.” preferred to seen 
“<The other \ as a guy. 
Basitins wont 


buy that. 
Sigh. 


forget it.> 


this really isn't 


! 
Imay be outofthe ‘Re time! 


loop, but clearly there's more 
important stuff going on right 
now than my bosom. 
So, I'd appreciate it 
if we could just... not make 
deal about it. 


<Miss Natani! You <You can start 
saved Kathrin’s life! by not calling me 
<a “miss” again. 
‘And don't. Even. Think 
bout asking me to pose for 
one of those paintings. » 


am in your debt. 
IFthere's ever any way 
can repay you...» 


<O-of course! 
|... would never 
consider it!> 


What?! 
No Basitin 
black magic?! That's 
impossible 














What if... he 
spent so long as a girl, 
he's started believing he 
always was one? 







I didn't just 
spontaneously turn 
into a girl one day 
for no reason! 









That poor 
sexy bastard. 











<Hey, don't get me 
wrong! I'm not exactly 
happy about this. But... | gotta admit, 
‘Are you... sure it’s better that it happened 
you're alright? You seem e ‘now than before, what with... 
alittle... dfferent.> well, Ii tell you later. 


<Wow, Natani 
You're handling this all... 
surprisingly well. 






















For now, 
where are we? 










| must have been out 
for a while. What's with the 
dock? And the fire, and... 







<No, no! Just. 
unexpected.» 






«What is this? You look like 
a goat! Trying to make yourself 
alittle tess girly, huh?> 







<Hey, give 
me a break! 
| just spent the 
last week thinking 
I'd lost you. 

Iwas a little 
more concerned about that 
than | was about personal 


“Pf, 
you sap.» 


EVERYONE 
‘STAY WHERE 
YOU ARE! 


<Looks like we're 
both going to have to keep 
putting up with each other 





<T-that... was just 
for making you worry. 







I'm sorry | put you 
through that.> 









/ 
Sur years, the new book is ready! And you'll be 
(eenspot will be handling distribution this time, so 





N saga(withip NO jing next year!) This volume includes 160 
y aned-up art, new chapter titles, and more! 






\ 
5 \ ) 
ally)it ic, but much more book-like than usual. 


es that are also books are your thing, or you just want 


y 
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They've 
Step away burned down half 
from the wolf, the harbour! Look! There's 
Basitin! another one over 






What? Me?! 
I'm not a wolf 
Look at the floppy ears! 
See? Friendly doggy! 





Stop this T-these Keidran are 
at once! innocent! They are... currently 
property of the the Vaughan 

Trading Company. 


They are not your 
enemies! 


os Neither 
is the wolt 
Attack him, and 


you attack an envoy of 
the Basitin Empire. 


T-the Basitin . You see? Lies! Both 
Empire? of them! Like we'll believe 
some fihy non-humans and 
wolf sympathizers! 


Cut them down! 


Avenge Edinmire! 





| Happy Hallfjween! 


Grand 
Templar! 
Captain, 
tell your men to 
back off. These 
people are my 
allies, 


I told you to 


STAND DOWN! 
Grand 


Templar?! 
H-how can we be 
sure this isn’t another 


Iwill not allow any 

more insubordination! 

No one acts without my 
say So, understood? 


wolf trick?! 


| apologize for my men, 

But you must understand, 

they just saw their homes 
attacked by wolves. 


With all due respect, 

“allies” or not, | can't allow 

canines in the open. Not 
ow. It incite panic. 


We have to 
take them in! 


Not going \\ 


to happen! 


If... might offer 
a suggestion! 


believe the Legacy 
Estate has a dungeon 
We could... 
“surrender” to you, 
and be taken there to 
appease the guards. 


Itis, after all 
where you were 
headed anyway, 

is it not? 


«So... what's 
going on?> 


<They want to 

arrest us, but it seems 

like Trace is going to 
arrest us first.> 





You said we were only 

to be unmasked. You never 
said anything about fac 

Grand Templar, much | 
a bloody dragon! 


Brahn! 


Host one of my 
men back there. 


From what | hear, your 
“pack’ is breaching the 
wolfpen as we speak. 


Nevertheless. 


| suppose this 

is the point where 

you double-cross 
me, too? 


The payment you 

requested: one flawless 

crystal amulet, enchanted 
exactly as you asked. 


It took a team of 
our best mages week: 
to weave the magic. 


19 the y| 
Z es i 
FORMER \_ 
Grand Templar. 


Besides, what's one 
wolf to a prison full? 


Thanks to you, the Tigers 

now see your kind as traitors, 

and Trace was forced to become 
involved, as | foresaw 


On the 


contrary. 
Let it never be 


said that | am not 
true to my word 


I hope it was 
worth betraying your 
pack mates 


Hmph. Says the 
man who allowed his own 
city to be attacked. 


Besides, I'm 


only half wolf 









Chapter 19 
REUNIONS 


Sigh... please tell 
me we're close to this 
Lyn’knoll place. 


You're not the one 
lugging around all the 
camping supplies! 


7” Nope. But I'm 
pretty sure that's Barrow 
Rock over there. 


Relax, Maren. 


‘Once we reach the 
border city we'll be there Easy for 


before we know it! you to say. 
















Hey! Keep your ‘Sides, Sythe and 







voice down! Soldiers | already had a turn, it's 
sometimes patrol too heavy for Karen, and 
these roads, Raine’s still injuried. 


Need I remind Don't worry. 
you, our group is We're going to rest in. 
currently 50% wolf three more miles! 
right now! 











Say, Raine, 

I wanted to ask 
about your shape 
shifting... 












So say you got with 
Sythe and then changed 
back. Would you have 
humans or puppies? 










That cut on your 
stomach... would it stil be 
there if you were to tur 
human again? 


Don’t ask stuff 


like that! 
Er, yes, | think any 


changes remain. 













Hey, speaking of my 
kin, our new mutual friend has 
barely spoken a word since we 
put the shackle on him. 





«2 What happened 
to that charming 
4 rogue act? 


Idunno. 
Idon't trust it, 


This lake 
looks cool! 
There's floating 
guys, check rocks! And the water's 


itout! steaming! Ooo... 
s y 


Barrow Rock might be 

inactive, but there's sure to be 

springs around here that could 
still melt your skin off 


Well, your 
litte friend doesn't 
‘seem to mind, 


Don't touch it, 
you idiot! 


You 
could have 
been boiled 


‘As much as | 
hate to agree with a 
rodent, 'm setting my 7 
tent right here. If 'mto die, 
atleast Ill be 
warm, 





You get 
wish my shoes used to it. 
still it. How do Keidran 
stand walking barefoot 
all the time? 


But | must 


admit, it's nice to 
take a load off. 


Ugh. | don't 


know if’ ever 
get used to it 
Its still so strange 
to see you this way, 
with all that... fur, 


Sorry. | know 
it bothers you. 


But believe me, if 


you think that's awkward, 
try being the one who has 


towearthet— est 


















Maren! W-what 
are you doing? 







Dishevelled 
fur is kind of a pet- 
peeve of mine, 














t's why | try 
to avoid looking 
at Sythe. 


ow 
eit 


You kn 
you lov 
So hold still 
/ 7 SSW and let me know 
4 if this hurts. 


Brushing 
you, 















Your fur is tangled 
and matted all over. You 
clearly don't know how 
to care for it. 








Don't take 
this the wrong way, 
but | used to have a 
dog | groomed all 
the time. 





‘ 
‘Oh, I'm going 
to need this out 
of the way, 


Don't do that! 
The guys are right 
over there! 

















Uh, 
Raine. 
You're 
covered in fur, 
remember? 
Nothing's going 
to show. 





Yeah! Besides, 

how are you going 

to get in the spring 
otherwise? 


1... Lknow, 

Modesty’s kind of 

silly at this point. 
Relax, we're 

all friends here! Especially with all 

the time we've spent 
camping together. 


I'd just... prefer 
to keep it on for now. 
the moody wolf Ithelps me feel a little 
over ther more... human. 







Hey, 
don't sweat it, 
Raine. 












Although, even 
with the top. 





You know there are 


~ 
also rows going down JE Phy 
her stomach under id ) 
S that fur, ight? 
(\ = 














Hey, Ijust figured 
if you'e stil interested in 
Raine, you should know 
al the... perks 












Iknow you're 
lying just to mess 
with me! 


Whatever makes 
you comfortable. 

















So what's the 
deal with these floating 
rocks anyway? 


Eh. Stuffs always 
floating around volcanoes. 
This is nothing 









You should see the 
boulders floating around 
Pike's Pass. 







Yeah, | know! 
But why? 





Oh! Oh! Does that 
mean your magic is all 
super-charged here? 







because the 
is coming up 
from the earth. 


























Places like 
these are where it's 
finding a way out and 
being released. 


Maybe you 
can teleport us all 
to Edinmire! 





Ah! Maren! 







Eheh! No. No. 














It might help a 
tiny bit, but even if I had full 
control of my magic, | certainly 
couldn't do that 






Aw... but... your 
mom was a super powerful 
Grand Templar! And Euchre 
was powerful too! 












Magic parents, plus 
magic place, means Super 
Magical Raine, right? 












I'm afraid it... ngh. 
doesn't work like that! 





Maren, g-go 
a litle easier, 


Sorry to disappoint, but pisesel 


the magic here just causes 






What? It's 
just a tal 


fluctuations at best. 





























Hey, Natani 
Another update. 





Thought again 
about running for it, but as 
much as it pains me to admit, 
| do need these guys. 


They have my map 
and supplies. They know 
the way and they know 

Trace and Flora, 


They can get me 
to you if! can just keep 
being patient. 





But... what 
ifm wrong? 
What if 'm talking 
to no one? What if | can't 
hear you because this thing 
severed the link? 
What if | get 
it off just to find 
out you're, 


That you're. 
















<Nat 





know what you just 





sai 


Rrraaah! 


Just say something! 











Still no luck getting 
this thing off without 
them noticing 





Rocks make 
a lot of noise. 


| just wish | knew 
what was happening 
‘on your end, 


I keep telling 

myself this stupid thing is 

just blocking your thoughts 
from getting through... 










itani! Please! 


Hey! | don't 


id, but pipe down 
over there! 





He's stil blocked 
for some reason, 
but maybe. 


Zen, if you can hear me, 
do not go to Edinmire! 


Do not go! 


It's not safe for 
wolves right now. I mean, 
more so than usual 


I'm not there, anyway, 
I'm in a carriage headed 
to the... uh, Legacy. 


I'm headed to the 

Grand Templar's place! 

Its outside the city, north 
in the mountains, 


Go there! Just do 
not enter Edinmire! 


Natani’s okay! 

Oh, thank you! 

Gods, masks, 
whatever! 










«What... did | 
imagine that? 










=~ No, no! It was 
( Natanil! | felt it, just 
> ~~ Pa. for a second!» 
J oN i 
( Fi 
> 






Don't worry, Nat. Your 
big bro will be there soon. 
'm almost to Edinmire! 











Trace, that 
Brahn guy has 
me worried, 


Just be 
careful, Trace. 






I'm not going to let 
them take you away 
from me again. 












O-oh! Looks like we're 
coming up on the 
Thank the gods. 


tate! 


| can't believe 
I'm stuck here on 
babysitting duty. | know someone 
had to, but Edinmire's 
still burning. | should 
be down there! 


Besides, there's 
something weird going 
on with these two, 
If didn't know better, 
I'd think they were... no, no, 
stop imagining things. 


The Templar know 

we're here now. They might 

be tied up with the wolves at 
the moment, but. 


You know 
he's going to try 
something. 
know, Flora. But 
the guard still seems to 
recognize my authority 


Them keeping an eye 
on Natani means them also 
watching out for us. 





Don't worry. 





Ihave no 
intention of leaving 
your side. 






We are? But 
don't see any— 
woah. 



















Ut... FLORA? 
EVERYTHING OKAY? 






UH-HUH. I NOTICE 
YOU HAVEN'T TRIED PUTTING 
THE ENCHANTED MISTLETOE 
UP AGAIN THIS YEAR. 


CURSED MISTLETOE 


1S MORE LIKE IT. 





MEH, I GIVE UP. 


IT'S JUST GOING 
TO BACKFIRE AGAIN LIKE 
IT DOES EVERY YEAR. 


THERE WAS AT 
LEAST ONE COUPLE I 
WAS HOPING YOU'D TRY 


BESIDES, I THINK IT ON THIS YEAR. 


I'VE LEARNED MY LESSON. 
MAGICALLY INDUCED KISSES 
NEVER END WELL. 


‘MORE LIKE THEY 
ALWAYS END ON 





WELL... MAYBE 
IT DOESN'T ALWAYS 
GET IT WRONG. 





The Legacy Estate 












Yes? | mean, technically 
the land is part of it too, but 
that's the main house. 






House? 
That thing is 
a castle! 














Why in the 
world did I need 
a place that big 

just for me? 


wouldn't presume 
to kno 


sir. Though, | have 
heard you would often host 


of... unusual size. 


there's Reni now. 
| suppose she must 


have flown ahead 
to meet... with 


Sir Templar, 
Guardswoman! 
Greetings! 


1-1 was just. 
waiting for you! 





Lt Alice Reed, 
guard reserve, 


reporting! 


Uh... Princess 
Reni. Dragon. 


At ease? 


It's an honor, 


Miss Re 
mapa Not... well, 


How are things I'm afraid. 
in the city? 


There are still 
fires burning around 
Shepherd's Square, 


But the Wolfpen 
was their true objective. 
‘No telling yet the extent And with wolves 
of the breach. disguised as humans, 
no way to know where 
else they might be. 


Anyway, | was 

told prisoners were being 

sent here. So I've come to. 
lend my protection. 


Forgive the 
suspicion 


so I may 

ensure you are 

who you claim 
to be. 


But | must ask 
you to let me into 
your mind. 





Wait, this isn’t right. Why is...? Oh. | see. Your 
memories were lost! This explains a great deal. 


You've 
been through 
alot 
Still, | sense 
there's something 
you're trying to hide. 
Whatever itis, | ask 
you show me! 


O-okay, now- 
wait! ...Nora? 








No no no! 
Nevermind! Next! 






You know, 
young one, it's 
rude to pry. 


Sy = 


















your permission to rest 
here in your home for 
the time being? 






Oh, uh... 
sure, | guess. 







Ah, speaking 
of which... 


It looks like the 
rest of them have 
finally arrived. 





I suggest 
we take this 
inside. 























Ifyou wish, can 
try to fill you in later on 
anything you need. 


Ehem. 
J apologize. 









Well, this place 
sure beats the pants 
off my manor. 


Erg... kinda 
regret saving this 
stuff now. 












It seems you 
are indeed who you 


aim to be. 
ne Though the 


circumstances are not 
quite expected. 


Nevertheless, if 

Lady Nora vouches for 

you, then that is good 
‘enough for me. 











Its been a long 
day. | suspect you 
and your... uh. 





companions 
feel the same. 












<Guess 
this is it. Hm. 
Not a bad place to 
get imprisoned.» 






















<Oh, great, 
another giant 
lizard.» 








Ah, master. Isee 
you've finally returned. 
quite a lot later than 
scheduled 
'd heard you'd died, 
What a shame. 


Guardswoman, if 
you find me threatening, 
| weep for Edinmire 


Ah'm Rose- er, Jam 
Roselyn, the senescha 
of this residence. 


Well, come in 
it's cold out there. 
Vil make tea. 


wolves were 
relocated! 


How is it you 
re not taken with 
the other wolves?! 


IFyour guards 
think they could take me 
from this place, | would be 





This entrance 
is huge! 


As | said, 
dragon-sized. 
It's been a fad 
among nobles to be able to 


host such guests, no matter 
how unlikely that is. 


Though in your 
case, | suppose it's 
more legitimate. 


Woah, hey 
now! That wasn't 
part of the deal 


The arrangement was: 
we allow you to stay here, 
if you and your wolf friend 

stay in the dungeons. 


Remember? 


Ms. Reed, 
It's okay. 









Though you are 
mistaken, Trace. 















I know for a fact now 
they have no connection 
to the city attacks. 


And I can keep 
‘my eyes on everyone 
regardless of where 
they are. 


's one fad 
actually do 
appreciate. 


I can't even count the 
number of times I've hit my 
head on a door frame, 


Well, should 
be plenty of guest 
rooms. After today, 
Tm exhausted. 


No one is going 
in the dungeons. 


This is my house 
(apparent) and therefore 
they are my guests, 





But Captain 
Keiren said—! 


The wolf 
from before! 


It's alive? 


Yes, | made 
sure of it 


Once he is secured, 
hope to learn more about 
What's behind this attack 


The dungeons here 
will still see use. 









Thank you. 4 Trace, listen. | 
I want to say I'm sorry 
for how | acted before 

we left the ship. 


After Natani 
collapsed, | just... | was 
lashing out. | didn't know 

Of course. wee 


You guys are | shouldn't have blamed i —S 









my friends. I'd never you fornot being able to help. Yi 
let anyone go to the | certainly shouldn't have hit 
dungeons. you because of that. 


That's the 
Basitin way to 


Keith laughing 
unnatural. > 


Anyone else 
find it odd that Trace 


has a Keidran for a 
seneschal? 


I mean, no 
offense, Trace. 


But we all know 

how you were with 

Keidran - especially 
wolves. 


Yes, but Trace 
is... was a rather 
‘extreme case. 


‘And why would 
he have a portrait 
of her here? 


Something 
strange about 
this place. 






«Though I must admit, 
Rose was pretty cute, 


I ‘once upon a time. 


To answer your 
question, | didn’t belong 


to Master Trace. 
I belonged 


to her. 


Don't seem 
weird to me. 


Rich humans 

and Keidran servants 

go hand-in-hand in my 
experience, 


Who better to 
lord over? 





Vd like to 
think | still am, but 
thank you 


She employed 
me, and had me 
painted. 
She's the reason 


the painting and | 
are still here. 




















Yeah. With 
you | am, Flora 
Though, maybe 
we should skip the tea 
'd like to lie down, 


Your bedroom 
is prepared as 
always. 


ive 





Are you okay? 
More memories? 





Eh, no, just. 
emotions this time. 
I'm alright. 


«Man... 80 
much gold. 


I'm really 
tempted to packet 
some of this stuff.» 


<..Huh, Snow 
wolves usually all look 
the same to me, but the 
one in this painting looks 
oddly... familiar.» 





‘On second 
thought, maybe 
I shouldn't 


<You two 
know each 
other?» 





Uh, erm. 
«it's nothing 





Snow wolves and 
forest wolves just don't 
get along, is all.> 





The Legacy Estate 
has never hosted quite 
such a... diverse group 
of guests before. 












lam aware Basitins in 
particular have requirements 
when it comes to sleeping 
arrangements. 

















But | assure 
you, there's plenty 
of space. 










Distribute 
yourselves as 
you see fit. 












We have two wings 
‘on this floor, so male Basitins 
may take one separately if 
they so desire. 






Please note, 
the third floor 
is off limits. 









<Hey! 
Hear that? 






<Or even the 
same wing!> 










Looks like we're 
finally staying somewhere 
where you two won't have to 
share the same room!> 












<B-but you know, 
after what happened 
with Natani...2 














I'm not nearly 
100% yet...? 





«We have adjoining 
rooms in the east wing, if. 
that's what you desire. 





<Just to be safe, 
| should prooobably 
be nearby. 











Feel free to call for me 
if you need anything else. 
Otherwise, good night.» 







[hate to... be the | y  [ Natani's my 


one to bring this up... friend. After everything 


that's happened... | just 
want to spend some 
time together! 


However, Basitin law is 
lear about this: you cannot remain 
ina room overnight with.. someone 
of the opposite sex. ] Like | would with any 
other guy! It’s not fair that 
| can't do that just because 
of... how they look! } 


[1 know it doesn't seem 
fair. But now that you're a 
[B-but Natanis Basitin citizen again— ] 
not... er... we've never. 
it's not like that!) 


[But we're not 
even on the Island 
anymore! ] 










[Yes. But nevertheless, 
you are our Ambassador. 







You, more than 
anyone, represent our 


[1 never asked 
to be that! The Basitins 
on the island don't even 
want me to be that! ] 










[Well m sticking 
with Natani. ] 





[ Unfortunately, for 
many, what we are is not 
aa choice we make. 





We're stuck with 
the cards life has 


dealt us. ] [ Besides, like 


Roselyn said, it's an 
adjoining room. 


Technically two rooms. 
So no laws are going to 
be broken tonight. ] 





[Of course, sir. 
If you say so. ] 


















Ew! Karen, 
put that thing down! 
You don't know where 
's been! 













Honestly, where 
did that thing even come 
from, anyway? 








No normal squirrel 
hangs around a bunch 
of predators. It must 
be diseased. 


Ah! Sythe! 
Your pet squirrel 
is so cute! 


| could just 
eather up! 


Huh? Wha-? 












‘Oh. | dunno. D y) 
I think we'd notice / 
P by now if it was. or ad 





AWN 


She was probably 
someone's pet, maybe, 










Although... hm... I've read 
that baby dragons shapeshift 
into other creatures in order to 
experience the world. 


Well ifi’s true, 
Is that it, Nibs? Are at least she's @ 
you actually a fierce, friendly dragon! 
fire-breathing dragon 
under that fur?! 









‘Whatever itis, 
just keep it away 
from me. 








wish I had the 

rest of my old grooming 

Kit. I'd like to be able to 
do your nails too, 


Ihave to admit, 
this was... fun. 


It brings me back to 
the days when I wanted 
to be a groomer. 


















Atleast until. 
well, with a name like 
Taverndatter, | didn’t have Lin woniea fied ions 

much ch f-heyt sleep than humans, but once 
we're out, we're out. 


‘Aw, poor git 








think 
she's got the 
right idea 


I'm headed 
to bed too. 
Later, sis. 


‘As am |. Looks 
like you've been 

volunteered first 
watch, Maren. 


Wha- hey, wait 4 
Give me a hand with Guys?! This 
her, I'm pinned here! . isn’t funny! 


! 
She weighs a ton! Eep-! Raine! 


No nuzzling! 










“Before you go, 
| wanted to give your 
new robes back. 








Thank you 
again for... saving 
my life.» 







<Ah, No 
problem. > 


<You see, while you 
were out, the robes were 
finished, and then, 


W-well, there 

was extra fabric, and | 

already had all of your 
measurements, 


To pass the time 

kinda made... a few 

different things. J-just 
as experiments! 


After working 

so hard on them, 

| didn't want them 
to burn up.» 


«I'm sorry! | only made 
them because I was sad 
when you said you'd never 
had clothes that fi. 
I didn't mean to 
offend you. | 


Hil go take 
them apart 
right n— 


<No! 
Don't! I" 


take them!> 


about earlier today?> 
bs) 













«One more thing! 






Remember the 
smaliclothes | told you 










«Oh. | mentioned 
them after you first 
woke up, but. 


| suppose the 
ship was on fire 
at the time.» 


So... here 
they are.> 


<W-why would you 
think I'd want something 
like these?!» 





<No no no! 
| swear, it was just 
for practice! 


I know 


<WN-not to wear! 
Just... you know, 
as a memento! 


I've never had 
things made for 
me. And...» 


“ul appreciate it. 
Thank you. 


<Yeah, | think so. 


And that's the second 
room over there. 








«Seriously? A 
chandelier? Gah! 







‘Nothing! 

That human. 
Forget it. Is... this I'd kill to have this, 
‘our room here?> kind of money.» 







<Oh, so you'd start <Huh. When they 

being a competent said “adjoining rooms" | 

assassin then?> expected a dividing door, 
not a curtain 


Not that I'm really 
concerned about 
Basitin laws here. 


Though don't 
tell Lynn | said that, 
or he might schedule 
himself to have a 
heart attack.> 






<Hey, quiet, 
or you're back 
‘on the list.» 





<I'm going to go Til have to see 
get out of this armor. Are about making new 
bindings later. 


I'm sure the human 
has a stash of crystals 
around somewhere. 


Don't wanna sleep in my 


only clothes, Guess it's just 
fur for now. Well that or. 


«Keith, I'm not 

going to collapse again 

the moment you leave, 
Relax. Go.» 






















<Natanit 
Don't do 


‘What? Why 
so shy all of the 
sudden? 











‘a> We were in 
oO / the baths just 
N yesterday!> a 
N —— 
5 e <Natani, that. 





was a week ago.> 


<Hm? Oh... right 

Coma. Well, whatever. 

I need your help with 
something. 





<Here! Read 
this for me.> 


<Wow, there's some. 
crazy stuff in here! 


Basitin vintage 221! 
<Huh? King Ravlen had the 
O..-kay, throne back then. 


This is... well, it sorta Let's see... dragon 
looks like a menu, There's a whiskey, vixen spirits, 
long list of random items: white wolf wine—> 


Toiletries, food, 
clothing, drinks. 


Where'd you 
find this?> 





So then | told that 
younger me: “listen, sister! 
I don’t need to rely on Zen 
to be who | am! Ihave myself to 
rely on! Which I guess 
‘also means you. 


So you're gunna 
help me bust out 
of this place!” 


She agreed, and 
next thing | know, I'm 
in a burning ship!> 





«Wow! That's how 
it really happened?» 














<Er.... well... yeah! 
That's exactly how it went 
down! More or ess 
















<Well... no. The 
link is suppressed, 
but it's stil there. 





And even ifit wasn't, 
‘no mental pep-talk is going to 
reverse black magic, or undo 

years of experience.» 








<And | wouldn't 
want it to, Pleasant or 
not, those years made 
me who | am, 








But I'm learning 
to... accept the other 
side of myself litle 
bit more. 







This body is 
mine. And my past 
isa part of me.» 






I can't pretend 
to fully understand all 
this mind stuff. 



















«So, that other 
you, is she... stil 
in there?> 












<Well, like 
I said, mind's still 
fractured.> 


<Wha- Natani?! 
No! |-1 mean yes! 
Thatis, I...? 


«Shouldn't laugh 
after eating so much 
Sorry... $0...? 



















«Stil, it actually 
feels pretty freeing. 


Ya know, having a 
guy's mind and being stuck 
in a gir’s body isn't the worst 
thing in the world. 


# 5 Ahahahahahal! 


It's certainly not 
the worst body to be 
saddled with,> 





<You aughta see the 
look on your face! You're 
so easily flustered. 
| should have 
taken advantage of 
this ages ago! 


Hey, 
shut up! 

Don't ever do that 
girly voice again! 


Its weird coming 
from you!> 

















“Alright, alright! Now 
| know you're pulling my 
taill Cut it out!» 









oe / <Pfl Hey! |just figured 
I'd offer, ya know, from 


‘one guy to another. 







<No, really! 
It's not that big 


> 
of a deal! suit yourselfl> 


~ 
Db 

















<.Wait, were 
you really being 
serious?> 










<Now, for my 
excellent Human... 
Ehem! > 






sh... maybe? 





I mean, if they 
were on you, I'd hope 
you'd be willing to do 
the same for me. 






Ruom! 
Laights aut! 










‘Anyway, whatever. 
I'm gunna get the lights 
and rest my eyes for a bit, 
if you don't mind.» 















Ihaven't slept 
much this last week, so 
I'm pretty beat too.> 






<Alright, 
if you insist.» 





<I guess 
it's about time 
1 erkl> 








Let's be honest. We both 
know we were lying about 
the twin-bedroom thing, 







‘Come on. How about 
for once we actually share 
a bed on purpose?» 













Payment for 
services rendered. 


You two officially no tower S\ 


belong to me. | fled your initial | 


paperwork this moming, before 
all the... fireworks. y 











Here. 
For the two 
of you. 





I've also confirmed the 
sale with Ms. Roselyn. 






So, presuming the 
filing office in the city hasn't 
bumed down, you're now as 
free as | can make you, 










lincluded some extra 
for saving what you could 
from the Na'Rella. 









Well... wow, uh. 
thanks, | guess. 










And... thanks for 
defending us on the 
docks, as well 










For what its 
worth, I'm sorry your ship 
went down lke that. 










In any case, 
Its no small loss, but good luck to the two 


it's certainly not going to affect of you, wherever you're 
me as much as it will for some headed from here. 
from this attack, 


say 


am sorry as well, for 
putting the collar on you. | knew 
What those things did but | used 
them anyway, and | regret it » 
To be honest, this whole a 







“vacation” has given me 
a lot to think about, 


This must 
be where we're 
staying, I guess this used 


to be my bedroom? I's 
actually more... normal 
than | imagined 





Yeah! Knowing how 

you used to be, I half expected, 

I dunno, Keidran-skinned rugs 
or something? 


I guess even 
SB ©vil-you liked to sleep 
in comfort. 


Not only that, 
Still, feels weird I think | recognize 
being here. this place now. 


Yeah, | can 
the lights of Edinmire 
way down there. 


Irit were daytime, 
| bet | could see the hill 
on my old farm, too, 


I know. Like 
invading someone 


cise's Hedroom, My owner had me on 


a loose leash, so it's where 
| spent a lot of my time, 
At night, | would see the 


lights on the mountainside and 
‘wonder who lived up there. 








It's weird to think ‘And now here | am, just 
that was only a couple casually resting in the master 
summers ago. 






Iwas just a 
little farm cat. 


y You mean 
our estate. 


And back then, to me 


you were just this nebulous thing. 
the scary guy other Keidran would 
sometimes whisper about. 


Not helping, 
Trace! 


























I know, | know. 







Trace, while the kitten 
in me is giddy at the idea of 
actually getting to live in this 
piece of my childhood, 





7 Butt seems like 
we may be stuck here 
for a little while. 








You do remember 
this is just a rest stop 
for us, right? 









At least until things 
calm down enough to 
get resupplied, 







So why not 
enjoy it while 
we have it? 









To be honest, | was 
afraid just being here might 
reawaken that... you know, 
other side of you. 


i 









So | admit, things 
are going better than 
| expected, wolf attack 
aside. But... 


This place 
seems safe. 


The Templar are distracted, 
and the town guard seem to still 
consider me in authority 
There's even a dragon 
watching over us. 










Lyn’knoll is stil 
the ultimate goal. 





sure how much we can 
trust Reni, she seems. 
nice enough 










So what do 
you say... Duchess 
Flora Legacy? 





Duchess. 
Legacy? 


Gah! Bad Trace! 
I never should have told 
you about that spot! 





Well, it’s 
working. 


Sure! 






| knew this place 
would bring out 


Hey, I'm innocent! 
| just wanted to help 
you relax, honest! 























Man, I can't see 
anything from here. 


Do you think that 
‘a 
| “ 





But the rumors were 
he died! And Seer Brahn 
was heard calling himself 
Grand Templar. 


What gives? 
Do you think 
it's a coup? 






Ithad to be, 
right? They 
let him in. 












really was Trace? 





















Yeah, | guess 
we did kinda mug 
them first. gat, 

It's a shame 
One of them was 
kinda cute. 





Heh, sorry. 








Thanks for indulging 
me with this, Landen. | know 
|can get alittle Templar-crazy 
sometimes. 

























Say, in all the 
commotion, we never 
did get paid by those 
Basitin guys 

You think they 
were serious about 
hiring us? 














Hey, Landy? 


If Trace has come back 
to reclaim his position, what 
does that mean for the rest 


of the Templar order? 


If it came down to it, 
who would everyone 
side with? 














Wow, | haven't 
slept that well in 
ages. 


What are 
you doing in 
my tent? 


Maren! |-I'm so sorry! 
| don't even remember 
falling asleep! 
Why didn't you 
ist push me off? 


You were 
very heavy. 


And she wouldn't 
let us wake you up. 


She cares more 
than she lets on. 


‘Whatever you 
say, ice queen. 





Alright, everyone 
packed and ready? We 
need to get moving, 





Hang on, 
| gotta go! ‘ A 





Well hurry up! 
We're burning 
daylight. 











Hey, has 
anyone seen 
Mrs. Nibbly this 
morning? 


It's a wild squirrel. 
Maybe it finally decided 
to go back home. 


Nah, she’s probably 
just sleeping in one 
of these trees, 


What the-? 


Uh... guys? I think 
there's something wrong 
with the outside. 


‘Are you trying 
something, wolf?! 


What?! 
Come on! 
7 It goes all the 
way around the 
hot spring! 


<I'ma Keidran 
with no mana crystals 
and wearing a magic 
What the suppressor. > 
hell's going on? 


Abarrier this size 

would require a lot of magic. 

It's probably being maintained 
actively by somethin, 


ae 
Raine! What 
about teleporting 
us out? 


only did that 
‘once by accident. 


And even if | could, Hey! You're 
stuck as a wolf, I'm just all forgetting 
as powerless without someone! Alright, 
mana crystals. stand back! 


I may have 
flunked out of the 
Templar, but | still 
know how to blow 
stuff up! 


Wait, you moron! 
Maybe we should 
think about thi- 


Okay... maybe 
| should have stood 
back a little too. 





Not that many of 
my, er... colleagues 
are much better. 


Well done! Who the hell 


It’s no wonder 
you flunked out of are you?! How did 
you find us? 


the Templar. 


You can call me 
Carver. And finding 
you was easy. 


I don't know what 
you're talking about. We're 
not from Edinmire! 
All the other Templar 
in Edinmire are running 


around like chickens with 
their heads cut off. Mmhm. Sure. Well, 


either way you're mine. 
But me? I knew the Lots of folk looking for 

nearby hot springs were just wolves these days. 

the place to look for missing 


f 
wolves, And voila! Lave 


certain wolves. 


You can't 
keep us in here 
forever! 


You'll have to let 
us out eventually if you 
intend to capture us! 


Nah! I'm just 
going to wait until all 
your air runs out! 


Honestly, at first 
I was hoping that you 
wouldn't find the barrier 
Until it was too late. 


But seeing the 
looks on your faces is 
so much more fun! 





When I get out of here, 
1'm going to wipe that smirk off 
your face, you little twerp! 


Something doesn't 7” \t would take 
add up here... why is, ages for the six of us 
the bubble so big? to run out of air, even 
without the trees, 


the really wanted 

to suffocate us, he could 

have put it just around our 
camp. But i's not 


Maybe he's 
just an idiot? 


It would explain 
the size, ifi's an item with a 
preset range. Either way, | think 
very litle this guy's said to us 
has been the truth 


I'm saying 
you're a liar! 


Hey! Quit 

yelling! We'll be 

out of air even 
faster! 


think that’s ‘Huh? What 


do you mean, 
Raine? 


Maybe. But | think 
it's more likely he's trying 
to keep us distracted, 


Like | said, a barrier this 
large should be a huge strain 
But he seems fine. 


So someone else 
is making it then? 


That, or 
Something. 


You know, you 

guys should really be 

more concerned about 
saving your breath. 


What are you 
saying over there, 
Snowball? 





You've been lying 
to us this whole time. Oh? Now that's a 
bold claim, Why would 


In fact, | know you say that? 


you're not a real 
Templar at all! 


It's a trick I've 
seen before — an 
illusion spell 


Isn't that 
right... fox? 


Well, shoot. To see 

through my magic... hm. What 

an unusual girl. The boss might 
be interested in you, 


‘So you were a Keidran 
all along? Damn it, again! 
should have known! 


Why are you 
really after us?! 


| don't care about 

you at all. Like | said, 

'm hunting for wolves. 
Certain wolves. 


Because I've 
been able to see the 
real you since you 

first appeared! 


Which makes me 
think you didn't just find 
us by coincidence, 


Wolves 
like... you, 


Let's just say, you 
left a lot of loose ends 
back at the guild. 


And the person I 

work for has been very 

eager to get their hands 
on you again, 











Back at the Legacy Estate... 











as 
Ah~ It's nice to have some 

fresh clothes again. Ones that 
don't smell like seawater. 


And aren't 
completely covered 
in tiger fur! 


Thitbt! 
Love you too, 
Trace. Vi make sure 
it spreads to those 
soon enough! 


I'm sure both 
of those things can 
be arranged, 


We can ask that 
seneschal wolf, 


After breakfast, 
of course! 


True. We spent 

the night in the same room 

and we're covered in each 
other's scents. 


It's pretty obvious. 
Still, probably shouldn't 
mention the baby. 


| doubt she'd even 

believe it, but just in case, 

its best if Rose doesn't end 
Up putting it together. 


Though | admit 
Ihave been shedding 
quite a lot lately. 


Not sure ifit’'s 
stress, the baby, or 
just my winter coat 

coming in. 


Either way, 
could use a bath. 
‘And maybe a nice 


Oh, speaking 

of Roselyn, are we still 

going to try and keep. 
usa secret? 


don't think 
there's much point. 
The dragon knows, 
And If Roselyn hasn't 
guessed already, I'm sure 
she will soon enough. 


Putting what 
together? 


MRRREOW!!! 





Alright, who's 


yelling now? 


Things better 
not be on fire again, 
or | swear= 


Guess he isn't 
quite as shy when 











I'm usually the 
last person to wake up 
in the morning 










Keith must have 

feally exhausted himself Weird to think that 

this past week even a week ago I'd be 
freaking out over this 








Teh, idiot... getting 
so worked up over But now... well. 
someone like me, 


Alright, nope! Not 
I guess we're both quite that okay with it yet! 
_ a couple of idiots. Time to get up! 
And I'm 
okay with that, 


Is something 
poking me...? 





<Zen? Hey, can 
you hear me? 














Is anything 
getting through? 
Hello?» 


“<Back to male <Morning. 
again, | see.> It's about time 
you were up! 


7” Yeah, turns out 
the table even spits 
out magic crystals if 

you ask it nicely 


So the girls are 
back in the binding 
again for now.» 


<Why? 

Disappointed? > Y breakfast?” 
<Eh, honestly, denies 

Id find it weirder <How can you even 

if you didn't stil think about food 

after last night?> 




















// ‘Neah, well, | have a feeling 

it's going to be pretty weird either 
way once we leave for breakfast, 
now that the secret’s out 
















But... I quess | «tm a wot. 
can't just hide in this 

Now hurry up, 
room forever. > 


I smell bacon!> JJ 







































Use your silverware! 
And don't make sounds like 
that! We're not animals! 


What a charming 


, aren't you 
young woman. Mey 


to join us too, Roselyn? 


W-wha? Me? 
Eat with you? 


| must attend 

to the other guests. 

There's much work 
to be done. Sir 






of guests, Grraawr~! 
| saw the dragoness, 
Miss Reni, earlier. 









Lowsy sun... Lowsy 
wolves... Lowsy war. 
Although she Alla bunch of. 
seemed a bit— 


Oh. Hello, 


P-please excuse 
my language! 








What's 







Oh... I'm not much 
of a moming dragon. 


Cond the matter, 
Reni? 








Since dawn, I've 
been in the dungeon trying 
to get information out of the 
wolf we captured, 


2? Oh, Why don't you 
you, ma'am just read his mind 


That's what I've 

been doing. It's all | can do, 

since he's still yet to regain 
consciousness. 


I've managed to 
see how they infiltrated So far, from what 
the city, and when they can tell, the wolf we 
planned their attack. have now was just a 
pawn in all this. 

What's been so 
aggravating is trying to find 
who his boss is. Who's really 

behind the attack? 


W-well... that's just 
it, I'm not sure. 


Y | can see anything 
he's experienced, but 
the problem is. 


Well. it's a 
little embarrassing 
to admit, but. 









Oh, hello, 
You are the other 
wolf... UA... 





Oh, right. Yes. 
We dragons “speak” 
telepathically 








And what do you mean ‘i 

you can't speak Keidran? | can It's universal. You hear 

understand you right now!> my intentions, and as you speak 
words, I can hear yours. 


J have learned human. 


But even for me, speaking Grash itsh griah! 
this way is a necessity. Rwar arr rawrrawrarar! 


1am limited by my biology 

Just as any creature. If | were to 

try and speak human out loud 
in this form, itd be... well 


Ehem.. 


Sorry. A-anyway, a lot of 
dragons just rely on telepathy. 
But as I've discovered, 
the flaw with telepathy is that 
it only works in real time. 






The people in a memory aren't real. 
They don't have minds for me to read. That being said, after 







Even the wolf whose mind I'm in doesn't translate. listening for a while, one name 
People remember their past but not exactly what does come up repeatedly. 
they were thinking at any given time, usually. 


Aname | believe 


may be of importance 
in all of this, 


All| hear are sounds, 


It's frustrating and honestly pretty 
unnerving to suddenly not understand 
the sounds that people are making. 





‘Who the hell is that? <He's the only guy I can 
Another assassin? think of who might have sent 
this litle twit after me. 


But no, Clovis isn't an 
assassin, He's worse. > 


Worse than an 
assassin? What's 
worse than that? 


In human, 
please! 


Arich asshole! 
One | ..erm. used to 
<owe money? to. 








He's... well, he 
likes to call himself the So... you 
<Prince of Greed. > owe this Clovis 
He uses his gold your life? 
to force... «desperate» 
to work for him 









<Eugh! Don't 
remind me. 


The thought of that 
The.. mind link I told slimy bastard poking 
you snout, otwosn me around in my head... 







‘And you say you 
did jobs for him? 






—He helped 
create it 


<And before you ask, no, 
| don't work for him anymore, or know 
what he’s up to now. We haven't 
©@ crossed paths in years. 





In fact, last | heard, he 
C pretty much up and disappeared. 
— ‘Odd, considering how much of a And that 
playboy he was. I'd hoped he'd means trouble. 
been offed by somebody. 








But | can tell you if he is 
here, its only because he has 
something to gain, 


eee 
WY <\ am disappointed 


that your little sibling 
isn't here with you 





<Aw, I'm sure Clovey 





remember him!» 
And believe me 


<I won't let any of 
you lay a hand on Natani, 
you son of a bitch!> 


ic suppressor? 
Well isn't that just bloody 
inconvenient. 


Still, i take you ages 
t through like that. And 

\ could just keep refreshing 
this barrier all day. 


to 


<Clovis has 
special plans 
for her.> 








will be pleased you still 
Don't worry, though, 
we'll catch that one too. 














Loc Tthink it's 


trying to nullify 
the magic! 


“But | think i's time to 
stop fooling around and 
wrap this up already!> 








That it! That's 
what's holding up 
the barrier! 


Hah! | like you, snowball! 
For a woman, you're pretty clever! 
All book-smarts, | can tell, 


But | have a surprise for you! 
Remember when you thought 
| was bluffing about the air? 


| was going to wait 

Until you realized it had been 

draining, but | figure it's time 
| sped things along. 


| suppose this 
is goodbye! 


Not to worry 
though, my dear! 


You'te going with Zen! 

Hihave you both gift-wrapped 

and on your way to Clovis by 
the time you wake up! 


But as for the 
rest of you, well, 











Grr, what ‘a 


now- what -Impossible! 
Sie peli?! You're a wolf, you 


can't be using magic 
without crystals! 


lam 


not a wolf! 


lam Raine Silverlock, 
daughter of Euchre and 
Mary Silverlock! 


Wait... Oh crap! 


Welp, this fox 
knows when it's 
time to bail 


See ya, gitly! 
1-1 be back for 
you all later! 


Raine! Youre" Jeez, you straight up 
human again! gisintegrated that guy! 
You alright? That was awesome! 


I didn't disintegrate him! Urgh, 

| couldn't stop him teleporting, so 

instead | gave him a little pus! 
with all of my magic 


I don’t think he's So where 
going to end up where ) ( is he going to 
he intended. end up? 


‘Silverlock?” 
Why does that name 
sound familiar? 


‘Somewhere 
a lot farther than ten 
meters this time. 





She was just stunned, 


right? She's fine. She'llbe 
back up in a minute! 














Come on, 
Nibbly. 


Sythe... let 
me see her. 


Oh, Sythe. 
I'm so sorry. 


Luthink her 
neck was broken. 





B-but... you can fix her 
now, can’t you? You can 
use your magic! 







Sythe... there's 
nothing | can do. I'm 
sorry, she’s just- 






Nibs!! You're 
alive! | knew it! 






1... Feould 
have sworn, 






Huh, | guess 
You nutty girl! I must have been 
You showed that mistaken 
fox who's boss! 





Raine! You need 
to come quick! 


Look, I don't mean 
to always be the callous 
one here, but. 


You all do 
remember who this, 
guy was right? 













He passed 
out. What do 
we do? 


Uh... Maren, 

get my bag. I've 

got herbs that 
might help. 


Karen, get as much 
water from the spring 
as you can carry. 


—Who saved all 
of our lives taking 
down the barrier. 


And we're not 
going to stand around 
and let him die 


Could you help 
me by tearing up some 
bandages? Please, 





But unless he 
gets some proper care 
don't know what his 
chances are. 


U-uh, guys? | think 
there's a bigger problem 


headed our way! 










Earlier, at the estate. 
I need to know as «Well... as much as 


much as you can tell me he pretends otherwise, 
about this Clovis he's half fox. 


Yellow-ish 
7 My duty here is to 
protect Edinmire, and if he’s the 


‘one responsible for these attacks, He's got a ton of 
Lmust find him, properties and lackies 
the wolf kingdom, > 


«In fact, he took 
every opportunity to make 
it clear he thought of me as 
the lesser of the two of us. 
For... various reasons.» 


«But as much as I'd love 
to see that pompus git get roasted 
by a dragon, I'm afraid there's not 
allot else I can tell you. 


He kept me in the 
dark more so than even, 
my brother.» 






<I had the link of 
course, but frankly | didn't 
care to listen to him any more 
than | had to, anyway. 


Zen could probably 
tell you more—> 









<Natani? 
What's wrong?!> 











<My leg... it. felt 
like it was on fire— 


‘Something's wrong! 
M-my head! |...» 


NN ww 








won't let any 
of you lay a hand 
‘on Natani 




























Natani?! 
Natani, talk to me! 
What's wrong?!> 


<I'm okay! 
I'm stil here. 
Stil. me.» 





«1... thought 
for a second...> 


<The link... Zen 
and |... our minds. 
are open again. 


x 
«Keith, I'm okay. 





Zen's mind doesn't 
have the influence over 


It was just. me that it did before. 
intense.> 











«I'm more. 
myself now. 


‘What happened 
last time won't happen 
again, | promise.» 


=r «So why did it << 
lise/” ‘Good. | don't know come back now? 
if | could go through 


that again. > 
<Not sure. Give 
me a minute. It was 


<That might have ~ 
been because of the 
link, but... no. 
: Something's «Zen! He's Wa 


wrong... in trouble!> 









‘You have to help 
him! He's not far! 
|H1'm not exactly sure 
where, but i's within a day or 
two by foot! I could find it!> 


Junderstand 
your concern for 
your brother 


my duty to keep 
you here. 


Trace, can 
you vouch for this 
wolf's word? 


Very welll In that case, 
this shail be a prisoner 
acquisition mission! 


Wolf, you're with me. 
1 shalll read your mind and 
compare the surroundings 


aA 


<You said your duty 
was to protect Edinmire by 
finding Clovis, right?! 


Zen knows! He.... he 
has information! He can 
help you, I swear!> 


But these are 
all friends of mine. 
I've only caught 
half the conversation, 
but I get the gist of it 


also take any 
others willing to go. 


The city guard 

handbook recommends 

recon parties of at least 
three! 


No offense, Ms Reni, 
you're big, but not... that big. 
How exactly do you plan to 

carry so many people? 


ut. youre 
‘a dragon, 





<Why did I have 
to agree to this?!> 


Dragon, | thought you 
said these things were 
bigger on the inside?» 


<L think it's 
kinda cozy.> 


Urg... either 
| suffocate inside or 
see just how high up 


«Who could 
Tam outside.» 


enjoy this?» 





1. Said the inside 
becomes... as large 
as it needs to be. 


Though .nean.. may have 
overestimated how much 
weight they reduce. 


Flora, be 
carefull 
{stil think. 
in your condition 
you should have 
stayed behind, 


‘And miss out 
on this?! 















Im making 

an approach. 

You all... may want 

{0 hold on to something. 

This landing could get 
a litte rough! 








I told you! Maybe it's just here 
? 
There itis again! for the hot spring’ 
Adragon! 


Do you think 
it's after us? 




















Get out of 
the open before 
it spots you! 


I can't believe 
this. First an assassin, 
now a dragon? 










I think it's wearing 
armor too. It must be 
from the Templar! 










Fates! How are 
we going to get out 
of this one? 






M-maybe we can 
try... talking our way out? 
Dragons are usually pretty 


reasonable creatures, 
\ A-at least 
from the stories 
Ive read. 
)} Wait... is itjust me or does 


that thing look lke it's coming 
too fast? 















ina little. 





Get down! 
















I've never 
seen a dragon fall \( who cares? 
out of the sky like » Wait! There's 
that before. Let's get out people. And... | know 
of here before it that blue hairt 
gets up again! 


Trace, o!' buddy! 
I never thought I'd 
see you again! 


Is everyone 
else okay? 


Keith? Reni? 


What are you 
doing here?! 


Er, well, here to 
save you guys, I guess? 
Where's the trouble? 








Yes? May 
Ihelp you? 







You! Servant Keidran, 
open this door! 4 Your timing 


is... conveniently 
unfortunate. 








We have orders 
from Master Templar 










Master Trace 
i= is not available 
The wolf terrorist y fight now, 
are holding is to be moved I'm afraid you will not 
to the tower, where it can be able to enter the manor 

be closer guarded. without his permission. 















‘And we shall if you 
Did you not don't take us to— 
hear us?! We are under 
orders from Brahn! We 
will not be denied entry 
by a filthy beast! 


And don't think we can't tell 
you're also a wolf! Trace's pet or 
‘ot, technically, you're illegal too! 

We could take you as well 


You misunderstood 
me just now. You cannot 
enter the manor without 

permission. Physically 






the stone. Im ging isten 
you fair warn— i 








We'll just 
see about 





Well, better check 
the fields and see what's 
become of them. 

{ hope it's hens 
this time, We could 
use the eggs. 













Hey, hey, hey! 
Let's not start this 
here, alright? 


Hil Oops, 
Emm. 


must be the sibling 
Zen spoke of. 
He's okay, for 
the moment. can 
take you to him.> 


Oh... good. 
Thank you.> 


Don't even 
think about it. 


We're all allies. Let's 
just make it back to the 
estate in one piece 


Alright, 
sory. 


| wasn't going to attack 

Just being cautious, is all 

It's... been a really stressful 
morning, you know? 


So... First a tiger 

and a basitin, now a wolf. 

Jeez, you're really trying to 
collect them all, huh? 


‘Well, I'm just 
glad to see you're 
stil alive, buddy. 


‘Oh! Yeah, I'm 
glad you're still alive 
too, er... uuuh. 


You don't 
even remember my 
name, do you? 








‘Are... you okay, 
Ms. Reni? 


‘> ae Yes. 1'm fine. 


We . “9 Only a little winded. 


I'm just going to lie 
here for a while, 







| saw a stream 
nearby. I'll get a bag 
and be back. 


Oh... it's I gotta get 
you. Hey. some water. 


Flora, wait! 
Please. 







Y-yeah, hey! 
How's it going? 
Been a while. 


Tm sorry I know we 
didn't part on the 
best of terms“ You caused 
assassins to come 
after us. 


That... was 
my uncle's fault 


Look, | just wanted to tell 

you | understand now. Our marriage 

wasn't meant to be, and you weren't 
wrong to run away from it 


I'm glad to see 
you're okay. It looks 
like you're— 










Flora... are 


2 
you pregnant? What?! No! 





Of course it's 
not yours! How 
could it be?! 













‘Oh. Right. 


But then 
who... how... 






How far along 
are you? 


1... [don't know. 
‘Two months? Maybe 
alittle more? 


Two months ago? 
That's around the time 
{ast saw her. 
But... hang on, 
She was only with the two months ago was also 
human and basitin, though! _ around when the assassins 
There was no one else who were sent out to— 


could have done it! 
No. 


it couldn't be. 





Him?! The wolf that w 
sent to kill you?! Why? What 
did he have that | didn't?! 









It's the hair, 
isn’t it?! 






Well, you know 
chicks dig bad boys. 


You're 
Besides, look at this hair. an idiot. 


Can you blame them? 


Vhat? 
It's not Natani's! What! 


Or anyone else's. You... and 


I've only been the human? 


with one other person 
since | was with you 
And that's Trace. 


But you're. 
he’s not... that's 
not possible! 


You know 
that, right? 


I know you Now if you 
aren't going to don't mind, I've got 


believe me. water to fetch 


I'd rather not Itjust 
stay here any longer can't be! 
than | have to 


Then again. 
Raine claims her father 
was a wolf. 


D> That was only possible because 
he could shapeshift, but... | suppose 
if anyone else could learn to do that, 

itd be a Grand Templar. Stil. 


The tyrant Trace... with 
a keidran child! Is it possible? 
If the world found out... 





‘Wait, hang on! «We brought him, 
You said two months? into the shade.> 


second trimester you shouldn't 
be lifting heavy thing 


Floral If you're in your 4 = “4 


Just because 
I'm pregnant doesn't 
mean I'm helpless 


But if you 
wanna carry it, 


be my guest! <Natani, was it? 


Over here.» 




















<Zen's condition is 
stable. But he’s not out 


<Infection is the 
biggest danger now. 










of the woods yet.> 
ie'll need to rest, and ©) fe) 
be closely monitored for 
atleast a few weeks. ~ 
v 





1 see. 
Thank you for 
helping him 







What about 
his leg? 









<Even with a healer, 
'm not sure the nerves 
will be the same.> 






<I wish | could say, 












The bum damage 
was... extensive, and won't 
be as easily mended as a 
‘cut would by magic.» 


<Zen's strong. He's 
survived worse. 











Stil... he looks worse 
than | thought.» 
















<Are you really 
cracking jokes at a 
time like this?! 
Thad to hitch a ride 
ona giant lizard to save 
your ass, you know! You 
could at least be more 
serious about it!» 






<Wow, gee. 
thanks.» 




















Gone for months... and the 
first thing you do when you get 
back i... insult how I iook 







Hahaha! 
Ow! Heh. 








| see. You're just jealous. 
Iwas always the pretty one, 
and now you're afraid a pegleg 
will just make me sexier. 






«Glad to see 
you too, Nat.> 









<Seriously, Zen. W-wait! | don't know how 
How are you feeting?> your mind thing works, but I don't 
\\ think you should do that!» 


What about you? 

Look at your hair. There's 

a... chunk missing. When 
did that happen? 


Looks funny. 


You seem a bit..off 
{Thad to block out the link 
earlier, hang on...> 
















“<Why is everyting 
suddenly... floating, 
Uuurgh-ahl> 





«Stop collapsing 
constantly! You're: 
going to give me 
a heart attack!> 





<I didn't mean 
to, Yeesh! What 
was that?!> 





«Sony, sorry! <Honestly, I'm 
ried to war you, surprised he managed, 


| didn't know what to be lucid afte 
else to do for his pain, Za 
so... just gave him all 

the herbs I could.> Ohta te 


goes, Again,» 





<Well, 
let's get him 
moved.> 


“Ah, ok. Carefully «No no, no dragon. 
I'm Raine, by the way. We're taking a more 
direct way back. 


|1do hope that dragon Lagi 


is safer on the next landing, 





Oh, Norais... well, 
it's a long story. | have a 
feeling she'll be back, 


This is Reni. We 
met in Edinmire, 


I didn’t even know 
ns had a system 
of government. 


Say, Reni, does 
that mean Nora ta 
orders from you? 


So... new 
dragon, huh? 

Where'd the 

white one go? 


You two were 

practically joined at 

the hip for as long as 
I've known you. 


Wait, “Reni 
That's the Dragon 
Princess? 


Uh, yeah? 
You 


| mean, not personally. 
But everyone knows about 
the royal dragons. 


What's someone 
like that doing out here 
in the boonies? 








So... you “Dragon princess” 
don't have authority is not a dragon ttle. 
over her? 








It's a title given 
to me by humans. 


You were can't speak for 
correct earlier. all dragons, but most 
I've met prefer to live 


There is 
seals by their own rules. 


no formal dragon 
government. So, no, I do not have 
any power over Nora, 
or most other dragon 
for that matter. 


In fact, if there Even if she doesn't 
were any dragon who could exactly act her age 
demand authority over others, half the time. 

it would be her. ‘4 


The one thing almost all 
dragons respect is seniority. 
Unlike humans, dragons only 

grow stronger with age. Don't 
tell her I said 
that! 













‘And Nana Nora 
is... very old, 





oo pro Oh, well... er, yes, 
slimy scored to act ver technical. think she's my. 
‘great great grandmother’ 
<a eal Though... that's not 
You're lucky, / saying very much. Most dragons 
then. Ste can Claim to trace their lineage back to 
bo itonse. her, one way or another. 













But suffice it to say, 
You called When it comes to rank, !am 
her “Nana. near the very bottom. At least, 
by dragon standards, 







‘Are you two 
related? 


Ms Reni! 


You're the first dragon 
I've ever been able to 
meet up close! 
















What's. 
what like? 





I'm Karen! 
I think dragons 
are so cool! 





Being 
Oh! Uh. a dragon! -nice, 
thank you? \ I suppose? 





Itemust be Ive... only ever 
awesome! been a dragon, so 
I don't know, 






And honestly, Iwas raised Erm... well. 

I'm probably not almost exclusively you see... many, many 

the best dragon ‘among humans. human generations ago, 

to ask. my grandfather. O 

The only other 
dragon | know well is 
my mother, the former 
“dragon princess’. 


He... uh... met 
a human woman. And... = 
she happened to be the 
daughter of the human 
We're both king at the time. 
considered anomalies 
among dragons. And... well 


OG one thing led to 
\ An A OP 


another... 
So why is that? are 

What started the whole you saying dragons 

royal dragon thing? and humans can... 
reproduce? 








Y-yeah, | know! 
Weird, right? Haha! No, I mean 
physically, how? 


Ifshe was a human 
and he was a dragon, how 

would she even... 

W-well, when it comes to 
partners, dragons are pretty flexible, 
and they don't care what the masks 


Idon't know! I assume 
have to say about it 


magic was involved, but she 


It's definitely not was my grandmother, | don't 
common, though! » want to think about it! 


Does that 
mean your grandma 
became a dragon? 


Unfortunately, 
1 just don't have a lot 
conyaneke of experience using 
me a dragon? magic yet couldn't tum 
Can you?! you into anything 
if wanted to. 













. o 
What?! But We do have innate hie Trace! You really 


aren't dragons just, abilities, like our shape- should be a little 
made of magic? shifting, of course. more tactful 








But I'm afraid even 
dragons must learn like 
everyone else. 






And I'm still 
pretty young. 













We are beings 
of magic, yes. 





<Not to interrupt, 
but we got what we. 
came here for. 





Think you 
could send us 
back now?> 












You're only 
20 years old?! 








Jeez, what do 
you eat?! You're 
already huge! 





Yes, very 
tactful 






















m oe Here? No. 


Oh! Wait. 










Oh! Right, 
let's see, 









Which 
compartment 
was it 








Everything's 
mixed up from 
the crash. 





White | might not 
know much magic yet, 
do come prepared! 








Here, Trace. 
This should work. 


‘Oh, uh 
What is it? Normally, you can't 
Just teleport into places 
Some kind of like your estate. 


teleport-y thing? 
i lak! But for convenience, 


most have a gate set up 
: that acts as a single well- 
us a protected entry point, 
gate key. 


7 Sony's 
\ dragon-sized. 


If held it, this key 

would go to my home in 

Morin Hall, but with you, 
it should go to yours. 


You can borrow it 
for now, though | will 
need it back! 


1... actually collect magic Hang on! Does 
stuff like this as a hobby. that mean we aren't A 

| think they're neat. going to get to ride Okay, so 

on a dragon?! how do I 





Er... Itd be very 
hard to carry so many 
people. Sorry. 


Woah... | think 
Iget what you mean) 
by “gate” now. 


Ah, Master Trace. 
returned, 


Quite a bit faster 
than last time. 


It's... been a 


long time since Ive) 


seen it open. 


Seen... the 
outside. 





Hey hey hey! 
Back off! 


Natanit 











Im not coming. 
The gatekey can't go 
through itself 


| will take the long way 

back. Now that this is done, 

there's other things | need to 
check up on, anyway. 


1 retum again 

in the evening to see if 

either wolf has regained 
consciousness, 


Oh, okay. 
‘Well, thanks for 
your help. 


Oh, hello, 
Nibs. Why are 
you on me? 


That white 
wolf servant, 
| wonder who 
she- eh? 


Miss Reni? Are 
you going to be able 
to fit through here? 


“Huh? Oh! Shoot, 


I wanted to ask her 
about Mrs. Nibbly! 


Probably 
got spooked by 
the dragon. I don't 
blame it. 


Strange, 
though. Itnever 
seemed frightened 
by anything else. 
















What a strange And some 
group of people Trace less welcome 
} has collected. than others. 


The estate hasn't 
been this crowded 
in years 


Come out. 
— can sense you 
So many lurking, 


ests. 
. You're worse 


than Brahn’s pet 


Nice to 

‘see you again 

alter so long, 
cousin. 


Really? How 
thoughtful 


Spying, are 
Euchre? P 
we, Euchre’ Just watching You should come 
visit in person then! 


over ferry They Instead of projecting 
daughter down there, yourself like that. 


you know. 


I'd be interested 
to know if that “perfect 
transformation” of yours 
can fix being cursed into 


a barnyard _ 





I think 1 Why are 
keep my distanc you reallly here, 
thank you. Euchre? 


<You know, it's very 
odd to hear you speak 
without your drawl.» 


<Oh? Do the other 
Master Templars know 


you're doing that?> 


<Only Sirus. 
He knows my true 
nature, but he’s an 


'm sure by now ally... for now. 


you've noticed that Brahn, on the 


other hand, is doing 
everything he can to 
draw Trace out 
I've been 
working to keep it 
that way, and I'd 


He's taken to calling 
himself the new Grand Templar 
now, but so long as Trace stil lives, 

the order remains divided. > 


<So Trace is a game 
of keep-away between 
the two of you, hm? 


What exactly 
do you want me to 
do about that?> 


<Nothing, Brahn may 
find a way to bypass the 
manor defenses eventually, jm more 
but for now this place is concermed 
as safe as any other. about you.. 


«You, and this place. 

For my work to succeed, | need 

Trace to remain as he is-happy 
and ignorant, for now. 


don't want him to 
keep prying into his past. 


I'm sure you know 
.crets buried here. Keep 7 
them buried, please. For the And whatever's 


‘good of everyone. in that room on the 
third floor, don't let 





{ A him see it.> 
COW OV Aa A gy 


Wait. Miss. I just wanted him 
Raine, was it? as far away as possible, 
but my magic surges are 

unpredictable, 


Honestly, 
he could be 
anywhere. 


One last thing. That 
fox, Carver... do you know 
where he ended up? I like Ji I'm afraid 
to find him, if possible, don't know. 


Hm, | need 
Damn. to get back and 
What a trp. tell the boss, 


That girl. 
Leaving out 


Silverlock. the part where | was Where am t 


related to former defeated by a woman anyway? 
Grand Templar and a squirrel. 
Silverlock? 


Well, that's 


See, sis? | told you 
there was a Keidran 
on the beach! 


What are 
you doing on our 
island, fox?! 
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Urgh... 
My head, 


Welcome back 
to the land of the 
living, big bro. 


Wah! Who. Uh, tm ? 
ie overhere, “ That’... well 


basically a piece of 
myself from before 


Why did you the link. 


make yourself 
look younger. 


id nN? 
ener Man, Zen, 


you got ripped! 
Nice abs! 


It's a long 
story. How are 
you feeling? 


‘Well, my head hurts. 
Leg hurts too, now that 
I think about it. 


Also, | might 
be hallucinating 
Two Nata 


You were hurt 
pretty bad, Kat can 
explain more. 


‘Open your 
eyes, idiot 





«Oh, hello! 

The infamous 

brother, awake 
at last.> 


«But... lam afraid 
you won't be walking 
any time soon. 
You have 
an infection, and a 
fever. You'll need to 
stay in bed.> 


<That explains 
the headache. 


How long 
was | out?> 


<Ah... extra 
pillows... thank you 
Raine...” 


<You're 
looking more 
coherent. / So... what's 


the damage?: 
Nice to 


finally meet you 
in person. 


«Well, youll be happy 
to know you haven't 
lost your leg yet!> 


Miss Ra 


kept checking in on you. 
Whatever she gave you l 
was strong stuff.> 
co OS 


actually in and out 
afewtimes, but you 


weren't... well. . N 
remember. | didn't 
do anything weird, 

did 12> 


Raine and 
those aren't 
pillows! Nothing!> 


But now I've got 
a shir, just in case! 















if <Raine and the 


others are the ones you «You have 
should be thanking. been. 





I didn't just 


Their magic is mean for this. 


dulling the pair 





Iwanted 
'm just... well, to to thank you for 
be honest, with my sewing helping Natani.> 
room sunk, I'm just trying 
to stay useful.» 


<Ever since our 
folks died... I've tried 
to be the brother dad told ‘Our minds are 
me to be. But | just. joined again, but.. 
I don't know. Natani almost seems 
Ikeep better for having been 
screwing up. ,_ apart from me. 


<I think it's helped, 
having other people to 
open up to for once, 
Especially 
regarding...» 






«You know... the 
girl side of things, 
The “girl talk."> 


«Not exactly 
something | was 
qualified for. 


So... you have 
my thanks. 
| I'm glad Natani 
fee found friends to lean on 
when... you know, | get my 
leg burnt off and can't 
be leaned on.> 



















Karman, 
you can't just go 
around grabbing 
Basitin ears! 












But why? 
What's the 
big deal? 













You just can't, 
Alright? Now go on, 
kid, we're eating. 







Wel. Its only ever 
it’ usually, done between close 
Re its rete family ike a parent to 






“sex thing"! H mean it feels ‘a young child, or. 
nice... but not like 
how you're thinking! you know. 
It’s just... calming... ‘someone special, 
affectionate, 










‘And certainly 
not between 
two girls! 


ya That'd be 
inappropriate. 










Are you 
suuure? 






Lits not 


= \ like that! 





Hmph. 
Basitins are 
weird, 


Still tempted 
to touch, 





eal with that weird 
looking Basitin? 


Why is his ears 
all floppy and— 


What? 


Hm? 
[4 Flor Oh. Hey, 
Keith seen Flora 


around? 


sn't 
in bed when | 
up. 


Maybe you 
could try asking 
your nt? 


Stop 
Eugh... please don't doing that! 
I/her that. It's awkward 

the idea of someone 

belonging to me. stop calling me 


‘And please, 


Besides, | don't 
how to find Ros 
en if | wanted 


Just use 
Trace, 


Do you know 
where Flora is? 


I know where 
everyone is. | can 
show you to her. 





Miss Roselyn 


|... was actually 
hoping for a chance to 
talk with you, alone. 


You truly 
remember 
nothing? 


Just... bits 
and pieces. 


Flora wants me to 

leave the past behind, 

but | think ignoring it 
is a mistak 


/ Wait, but don't Nv 
you... want to return to 


your former self? 


No! Of 


q 
course not! | want to know 


who I was, so | understand 
What itis I'm fighting against! 
And hopefully fix some of 
the problems | caused! 


I'm sure by now 
you've noticed that I've 
lost my memories. 


Well... did think 
at first it might have been 
an act, Feigning ignorance in 
order to lure those guests 
in for some purpose. 


I'm not sure how much 
I-can tell you - you were quite 
paranoid by the end - but tell me 
what you do remember, and | 
can try to fil in the gaps 


Iwas 
hoping you 
could help. 





only teamed you The first thing I can 
were missing when remember is waking up 

‘some of your... friends in an empty field. | think 

began poking around, it was spring. 
You'd left in looking for you. 

an awful hurry, Do you 

but | didn't think | remember 

anything of it at where? 

thetime, 4 


The last time 


| saw you was in 
the spring, 










I see. 
That makes 
You'd often be sense 
away for weeks or Maybe Flora 
months on Templar might know. 
business. 


Uh... it was 
just a forest, 










We've travelled 
together ever since. I'm not 
sure where I'd be right now 
without her. 







She was 
there? 


(3 
at 











Yes! She's 
been with me from 
the very start, 


I'm sorry, forgive 
me for asking, but. 





What... exactly is the nature 
of the relationship between you 
and that... young lady? 







Oh, that. 
I mean, it must 
be obvious. 







T-together?! But 
not seriously, right? 









Flora and | 
are together. 
Uh, yeah, it's 
pretty serious. 





Should | 


In fact, since everybody's tive noeeala 


finally here in one place, and I'm 
ot sure how long that'll last, I've 
| actually been thinking, 


7, 
Maybe now might eR 


be the right time for me 
to finally... propose. 





Ms, Roselyn?! 
Are you okay? 













didn't mean 
to upset you... Look, 
forget | said anything 
about marria— 



















Marriage! Gods, of 


all people. 
Ab-hahahaha! as 
You?! With... with 
a Keidran?! 





The Templar And it'd be 


Tyrant... anda the second Grand 
tigress. ‘Templar in a row! 


The Fates truly 
You couldn't find a more 
effective way to throw the 
world into hysterics! 








Though 
ho one would 
know it 


do have a sense 
of humors! 
Wolves'd probably think it 
was some sort of alliance, humans 
might suspect you were brainwashed, 
and tigers... they wouldn't have 
a clue what was goin’ on! 


alright, | get it. 
Its crazy. What Ah wouldn't give 
to see the heads of those 
stuffed-shirts and Templars 
explode from the news! 





















No, no! 1, 
Ahem... mean, Its fine! ma 
|... apologize for Lie + 
the outburst. Honestly, i a 
I'm happy to see ‘ 
alless formal side Ni Vy 
of you 





You don't have 
to put on an act 
for my sake! 


From everything I've 

heard about my old self, 

working for me couldn't 
have been easy. 


If lever hurt And I promise, 
you, I'm sorry. Ido whatever I can to 
make up for the things 
I don't want you to 


be afraid to speak your 
mind to me now. | won't 
get mad, | swear. 


What the heck. 
Call me Rose. 









Although, as long as 
we're being honest, just 
between you and me... 

The “act” 














You... have no idea 
how weird itis to hear you 
talk like that. You really aren't 


Secretly... Ah kinda 
the old Trace | knew. 


get a kick outta it. You know, 
playin’ the stem old lady. 
Its usually the only fun 
I can get, so I'd lke itif you Oh, o-of 
didn't let on otherwise. course! ... Rose. 





Over the years, 
I've learned to never get 
my hopes up, but. 

















«Oh, good. 
My dear brother 
has arrived.> 


side of the door trying 
to think up leg puns.» 


<Oh right, 
that... mind- 
thingy.> 4 


Eheh, 
T-thanks, 
Natani. 
Zen's 
looking good 
so far, Just a 
mild fever.» 


doesn't actually do 
anything. 


Yeah, well 
''d feel bad actually 
hitting you while you're 


<Hey, Kat. 


<I know it's been 
awhile. I'llleave you 
two to catch up. 


Call for me if you 
need anything!> 


<Yeah, | know, 
I know, believe me, 


I messed up, 
I'm sorry.> 


<But.. ital 
worked out in the 
end, right? 


already injured. — That's for being So, are you going to 
an idiot, getting that fill me in on what | missed? 
A] damn shackle put on Your memories are... more 


in the first place. closed off than usual 



















‘Oh, yeah. 


quite a few changes 
recently you missed 
out on. 







If Kat didn't tell 
you, I guess the biggest 
‘one would be that... 





























set You mean. 
7 everyone knows 
a 

Well. the seriously?! that you're...? 


secret's out. 


Yeaaah 
Pretty much. 


Well, actually, 
I'm not sure if Stripes 
or her human actually y You really didn’t 
saw it, but know? You usually root 
through my mind right 
away for this stuff 


No, like | said, 
your memories are closed 
off to me. | figured you were 

could have keeping me out. 


pushed, but | didn't 
want to pry. 








White they're both a 
little dense, even if they didn't 
notice my scent that day I'm 
sure word has spread, 


So... how did 
people react? 
















'm not sure. 'm. 
still kinda waiting for the 
blowout from it. 





: No one’s said 

anything to my face yet, but 
I can tell some of them look 
at me different, now. 












Huh, weird. 
I wonder ifthe link is 
weaker... or if my mind 
is stronger, now? 









hate that they 
act different. What does it 
‘matter to them whether or 
not | have breasts? 





Especially the 
Basitins and Blondie's 
ip hands. 





















<Don't sweat it, 
atari. I's just new for 
them. They'll get over 
it eventually.» 





IFitweren't for me, 
we'd both be charred 
wolves by now.> 


I'm not a separate 
person — just a tiny 
fractured bit of our 
subconscious. 
Iwon't get 
in the way.. 
promise.» 


«So... I Know We 
usually avoid the subject, 
but this other you.... does 

she... change things? 


‘About... you 
know...2> 






«Are you 
asking if this means 
I've given in to the 
airy side?» 







<Do people who 
care ever really just 
‘get over’ tits?» 




















<I forgot 
about you.» 









<Natani, 
how long is this 
thing going to be 
in here? 















Can't you 
dismiss her or 
something?> 





Oh yeah, that's 
encouraging. 


Hmph... | still feel 
like I'm outnumbered in 
‘my own head now. Don't 

exactly like that. 


But.. ifit means 
your life isn't as tied to the 
link as it was, then... that’s 

good, at least.> 


<I mean, | do feel less 
self-conscious about my body. 
[Atleast in front of one person. 


But | do still think 


of myself as a guy.> 


«So don't expect 
‘me to start acting dainty or 
wearing women's clothing 
all of the sudden.» 


<Heh, fait enough 
Honestly, if you did suddenly 
start acting feminine, I'd be 


very concerned.» 





p <Well, good to 


know the more things 
change, the more they 
stay the same.> \ 





ust gunna. 
suppress that 
‘memory. 














<Y-yeah, 
ridiculous!» 





<The thought of 
you owning anything 
frilly... hah! That'd be 
the day!> 


There has been. 
« developements you 


missed, regarding Keith, 
Which I'm sure you'd find 
out sooner or later.» 













«Ever since the ship fire, 
we've... kinda been a little 
more honest with ourselves, 
and... more open about it.> 





<Right, 
there is. 
one more 
thing you should 
know, before he 
gets here...» 







«So, | guess you could say 
we're... well... y-you know...» 










<Oh gods, did 
you sleep with 
the Basitin?!> 


<Not... yet, 
anyway. 





<What?! Nol! 


Of course not, 
you idiot!» (|) a 


<Not in the 
way you're 
thinking? 














you're: 
not seriously, </ don't know! 
considering it, Maybeee?> 
are you? : 


«it’s not like I'm making 

plans or anything. It's just... he 

way things've been going.. 
I'm... thinking about it, 


I mean... It's 
not really any of your 
business, but 


<Our minds are linked 

together, | think it is my business! 

What happens if | go through your 
memories and see that?! 


<Wha- then don't go 
through my memories! That's 
your first reaction to this?! 


<But... what if you 
lose concentration and can't 
keep your mind blocked while 
you're in the middle 3 
<We are not 
‘discussing th— — 


U-uh, 
<l-lcan come 
back later... 











<H-how long have 
you been there? 









How much 


di you nserts «Me? Nothing! 


Nothing at all> 









One, two, 
three, four, 
five... 


Alright, 
let's try this 
again. 















Six rooms in 
the second floor 
east wing, 






There's something 
off about this place. 
I can sense it 






The count’s not 
changing, but. 
doesn't feel right. 
Its like my 
eyes aren't seeing 
something... 





‘Why am I having so 
much trouble mapping 
this place out? 











Just like | can sense 


someone trying to sneak 
up on me again— 






I'm sixteen. Aren't 
you supposed to be 
younger than me? 


What's a little 
girl doing in the military, 
anyway? | thought Basitins 
were all supposed to be 
tough warriors. 





You're kinda. 
shrimpy. 











Whatcha up to, 
Madness? 








Basitin military 
business! Go bother 
someone else, kid. 








GREETINGS 
FROM KOREA! 


MY FAMILY AND I ARE CURRENTLY VISITING OUR EXTENDED FAMILY IN KOREA! 


I PLANNED TO TRY AND UPDATE WHILE HERE, BUT HONESTY, IT'S UNLIKELY 
I'LL FIND ENOUGH FREE TIME. SO, FOR NOW, THE COMIC WILL BE TAKING A BRIEF REST, 
AND TWOKINDS WILL RETURN TO REGULAR UPDATES IN TWO WEEKS, ON OCT STH! 
THERE'LL BE A LOT TO SHARE WHEN WE GET BACK, SO SEE YA THEN! :) 





Man, this is 
the life, huh? 


No work to do, 
sleeping in as much 
as we want. 


| always knew 

being free would be great, 

but I never imagined it'd 
be this good! 


I'll teach you to call 
me a pint-sized excuse 
for a Basitin! 


I don't think 
we should get too 
used to it 


But yeah, 

compared to the ship, 

it’s definitely @ lot more 
peaceful around here. 


An...1'm gunna miss 
this when we all start going 
our separate ways. 


Eh, Mike? 


Anyway, I've heard 

there's a grand spa bath 

somewhere in this place. 
That's what | need! 





Can't be. 
Itwas snowing, and 
the manor's nowhere 

near a beach. 


But I can smell 
the ocean... and it 
Is warm. 


Rawr I'ma 
tiger shark!! 


Can't say | have. 
Thanks for soaking 
my new robes, by 
the way. 


Oh, it's just 
you two. Sorry, 
| thought. 


Have you 
seen Trace 
lately? 





Man, now 
this... this is I'm still a little 
freedom. confused where 


“here” even is. 
could stay 


here forever. Did we 


actually leave 
the estate? 





Don't try to 

run too far down 

the shore. You will 
hit @ wall 


Don't ask 
me how | know 


Vim pretty sure it’s just 
aed that. 


a really big room made to 
look like a real beach, using 
some kind of magic. 


Itfeels real | 
enough to me. , He did end 


up losing the one 
person he'd hoped 
to enjoy it with. 


I don't see why 
Trace even bothered 
with all the tyrant stuff when 
he could have been kicking 
back in his own personal 
paradise at home! 














What's up, 
Mike? 


You've been 
down practically 
since we got 
here. 


I've just 
been thinking 


Mostly about 
where we're going 
from here. 


This might 
be the last time 
we see, 





Yeah, I guess, 
but why worry 
about it? 


There's still 

plenty of time, Its 

not like we're in 
any rush. 


|, for one, 
can't wait to head 
for home. 


By sea, 
of course. 


Eric's got contacts. 

He told me he might be 

able to pull some strings 
once the port’s fixed 


We just freed 

you from him, and 

you're going back to 
him for help? 


| thought you 
didn't like Eric? 


Wait... you're not 
planning to continue 
on with us? 


Pf, no. 
I've heard your 
plans. I don't intend to go 
traipsing through tiger territory 
chasing after some mythical village 
where everyone supposedly 
lives in harmony. 


But dog territory 
is on the other side of 
the world, How are you 
going to get there? 


| don’t ike Eric 
But as much as I hate to. 
admit it, | trust him more than 
I would any other random 
captain out there, 


Eric's a lot of things, 
but he's not a liar. When 
he says he knows a gal who 
‘can smuggle me home 
safe, | believe it. 


Home... 'm as far 
as I've ever been, but 
I've never felt closer, 





Evals, I'm glad 
you're happy. 


But | think you should 
be careful not to get your 
hopes up too high. 


I've been where 
you are. When I first But | had 
escaped, | went back no friends, and | Lweé just. sions 


to my people too. never found any It didn't tum out like 
of my family 'd hoped it would. 


Back home, | had over two dozen brothers and sisters, and twice as many 
cousins! Everyone was family. And | know they're still out there, somewhere, 
| was the only one dumb enough to wander too far out and get caught. 


il be fine! 
1 don't know how 


‘are communal. We 
stick together! 


You know, 5 : : 
Mike.. I'm sure they'll 


f ; all come to love 
can put in 
a good word for anaoek 
you with some of Trust me, itil 
the lady dogs! \ be great! You'll be 
a part of the family 
inno time 


What? 
Of course you 
will bel 





Mike, would 
you really rather risk 
trekking through tiger 
lands than go back 
home with me? 


Evals, 
I'm not going 
with you. 


I told you before, 
|idon't have a place in 
Keidran society. 


Of course 
you do! You'll be 
with me! 


Mike... you're 
my family too. 
We're a pack! 


We dogs stick 
together! 


Dogs 
hate foxes. 


What? N-no! 
They... eh... n-not 
all of them, 


Home is where 
you make it! It's 
family! 


That's not 
the point. The 
pointis it's not 
home for me 
over there. 


And who 
knows if you'll 
find that over 

there! 


| know going back 
has been your dream 
since we were kids. 


| don't want 
anything to stand in 
the way of that. 


But... Ineed a 
place where | belong 
too. I'm sorry, 


Once we leave... 
it’s probably going to 
be the last time we 

see each other. 






















This is the 
north tower 
study. 






For information 

about your past, you 

might find some of it 
in here. 


Much of itis from 
back when you made your 
plans to overthrow Grand 

Templar Silvertock. 






I would 
have, but 










Wow, compared to 
the rest of the estate, this 
room hasn't seen a broom 
ina while, has it? 






You specifically 
made this one of the 
areas out of bounds 
to me. | can go- 







Rose! 


righ 
Calm down! Reright, 


sorry! 





Not old Trace, 
remember? It's 
fine, relax. 






Force of habit 
It's going to take 
a long time to get 

used to this. 






And please, 
don't call me Master. 
Just Trace. 















Gate Key its alot 


y smaller than 
Iwill open a Reni's. 
R doorway back to the 


gate in the garden from 
wherever you are, 








Trace, 
You should hold 
‘on to this. They're 
not normally 
that large, 


Keep in mind, 

the gate only opens 

for you, and only for 
a limited time. 


The estate is 
After which, it takes protected by many 
a long time to recharge. enchantments and 
So | suggest saving it for dragon magic. 
an emergency. 













faa 
Itis one of the oD 
safest places in the 
world to be, 


Thanks, Rose. | 
‘can see how this might 
come in handy. - 





But your former 
associates are quite 


How safe crafty and insidious. 
are we here? 











| fear nothing will 
stop them from eventually 
finding a way in, or drawing 
you out, given time. 





That's what Someone is 
Higured, not where they 


I think Flora should be! 
and | should have the 


ceremony as soon as h 
we can, then— j 


Huh? What 
do you mean? How 
do you know? 








Rose? Are 
you okay? 


Being a Basitin 
warrior doesn't just 
mean brawns. 


What the. 


Okay, | know for a fact 
that this hallway wasn't on 
any of my maps. 


No one’s as fast, 

or as agile as me. | don't 

need to be huge, no matter 
what anyone says! 


Idon't need to 
be like my— 

















Rose! Talk to 
me, what's wrong? 
Who's in danger? 


Trace, there are 
places in the estate | have 
no influence over! 


You didn't trust 
me with free reign 
everywhere! 


Influence? 
What are you 
talking about? 


I remove your 
restrictions! 


if you really care about the 
lives of the others, I need to 
have access to all rooms 
of the estate, now! 


O-okay? Sure! 
Go ahead! 


You a ue’ 


to say it! a 


Say that you lft 
the restrictions you 
placed on me! 










‘And why is it 
0 cold and dusty 
in here? 









Eugh... what 
happened? 


Where 
are we? 








saw 


sak 
an 













{said I'm fine. 
Its just bruised ribs, 
I'm a Basitin 























You don't 
sound fine to me. 
What's wrong? 






You wouldn't 
understand. 





You're not 
a Basin. 


And the old goats 
were right. Cunning can 
only take you so far. 





I wasn't strong 
enough to help you. 
Or myself. 






My mother was already a living legend by then. 
The embodiment of what it means to be a Basitin. 








Madelyn, anyone 
would have had trouble 
with that big lizard. 


And you're just a kid 
You could still grow to be 
like her one day! 








Karen, I'm 
not actually a kid 
I'm seventeen 


But as | grew up, it quickly became obvious | wasn’t 


joing to end up like her... ‘What a waste. "They'd say. 
“Maybe next time.” No matter how much | excelled in 
jer ways, | was always seen as a disappointment. 





My mother 
ice my size 
at my age. 





But you 
got hurt 


















Ah! Maddie! 





lam awake, 
dummy. 
We're in 
a dungeon. 
I'm fine. 
















17? You're 
a year older 
than me? 


aoe | Pretending 
to be younger 
isn't hard. 





ed | don't act much 
With my personality, 
it comes natural 


It's not exactly a 
tactic that gamers a lot 
of respect, but it was my 
only real option 








I don't have the 
strength of my mother, 
or the raw intelligence 
of an Alabaster. 











And I'm good solo, 
but | don't have the battle 
tactics of an Alaric. 









There just wasn't 
a path for someone like 
‘me to go any further. There 
‘was no getting out from 
under her shadow. 


But then. 










J wanted to 
do what he did. 


















And it's not as though looking 
young hasn't been useful 
Working for the intelligence 
branch, | infiltrated Western 
Basitin villages many times. 








Excuse me! 
Can you help? 
I'm lost! 







a> 


Keith... an ordinary Basitin, with nothing special about him, 
became the first in living memory to return from banishment. 
_— 


| watched him act in ways I'd never seen... even defying the 


generals, and with the help of Alaric, becoming one himself. A 
new one. And | realized, he didn't have to be super strong or 
smart. Being an ambassador... it was another path for me. 





I wanted to learn 
everything about the 
outside world 


















so | could 
‘come back and 
show them, 







That | have my 
‘own worth... that I'm 
not just a failed version 
of my mom. 










NEXT PAGE WILL BE UP ow SATURDAY! 
SoRBY foR THE WAIT! 





Is everyone 
safe now? 









I'd almost 
forgotten. 


This feeling... it's like 
a veil was lifted... one | 
wasn't even aware of. 







| can see now. 
That's where that 
thing was kept... 










Rose... are 
you okay? 






This is just. 
a bit disorienting. 

















As you may 
have guessed, I'm not 
a normal servant 













But you 
wouldn't, 
right? 









































Yes, They're 
safe now. | sent them 
to the dungeons. 









3?! 
dungeons?! Itwas the default 


place. | didn’t have time 
to think about it once the 
restrictions were lifted, 









| could send them else- 
where now, but | figure they 
deserve a time out. 









Anestate 
size simply can't be 
run by one person. 











That didn't stop you 
from trying. In your eyes, there 
wasn't a problem that couldn't 
be solved with magic. 









lam... integrated 
Like a spider-web, | can 
feel everything happening 
in or around the walls. 









| can understand now 
why you kept me restricted. This 
much control is dangerous. | still can't 
outright attack you, but itd be trivial for 
me to arrange your demise now. 









No, of 
course not, 







Why did 
you hesitate 
like that?! 









Ihad to 


a think about it. 






Hello? Is 
this the wrong 


You up yet? 
It's already past 
noon! 


Looking for 
Raine? 


Yeah, she must 

have been really tired 

after what went down, 
yesterd— huh? 


What's with 
the getups? 


Honestly, I'm 

just glad to get out 

of that potato sack 
Iwas wearing 


You know, a 
“thank the gods 
we're stil alive” 
party. 
Not exactly sure 
how I feel about wearing 
the clothes of Trace's dead 
exwife, but | can't really 
afford to be picky. 


| want to enjoy the stay 

here as much as possible 
before this whole place 
explodes or something. 


hear the others 
survived something 
the other day too 
0 its fitting! 


‘And given our track 
record, well... I'll take 
whatever I can get. 


You have 
a point, 


So you coming, 
Red? I mean, there'll 
probably be other Keidran 
there, and I know how you 

feel about that, so 


Didn't you 


‘Apparently there's 
a fancy magic beach 
in the manor. 


| figured after all that went 
down, we deserve to have a 
little fun and relaxation 


Hey, don't 
jinx it 


What? I'm just 
being realistic. 


‘Simply staying in the same 
house as Trace paints a giant 
target on our backs, 


Raine. 
swimsuit 


Of course 
that's where his 
mind goes. 





Have to be Fleabags... Raine? Aren't 
around a bunch Raine. you coming out? 
of fleabags. 


But get to " 
chill ona beach Don't 
with Raine, strain yourself. 


ea Why? What's 


wrong? 


W's... [don't 
want to say. It's : 
\ embarrassing Raine, its 

okay! You can 
talk to me! 




















Is...is ita wolf 
thing again? 





|... didn’t 
want you to see 
me like this. 


That's. 
different. 

Raine, what 

happened? 


I don't know! 


| thought maybe after 
yesterday | finally had more 
control, but then this morning 
I woke up like this, and my 
room was tom up. 





That's never 
happened before. 
| don't know what's 
going on. 








I's as if spending so 
ong in wolf form made it 
used to being out, and it's 
trying to get out again, 


sleepwalking 











going to stay 
in my room. 


out like this, 


Even if }do 

change back, | 

could shift again 
at any time, 


It's not going to 
matter to anyone 
how you look. 


matters to me! 


‘And it seems to 

still matter to you. 

heard you talking 
outside. 


How I look isn't 
what I'm most worried 
about, anyway. 


The sleepwalking, 
it scares me. What ifit's 
just the beginning? 


What if it keeps 
getting worse? 


You've heard of 

feral Keidran, haven't you? 

Losing my body is one thing, 
but losing my mind... 


Raine, it's 
not... that bad. 


Besides, this 
place is already 
‘a man-agony! 


You know... lots 
of creatures? 


menagerie? 


That it! There's 
wolves, tigers, basitins, 
even a bloody dragon 

living here, 


“Fleabags"? 


What? No! 
That's not... | didn't 
mean... you. 


Damn it, I did it 
again! I need to watch 
what I say. 


| could end up becoming 
more and more like a wolf! 
Until eventually I'm just an 
animal who doesn't even 
remember who she was 


Listen to me: 
you are not going 
feral | promise. 


You just 
need ta learn 
more control. 





| can't. | don't Quite a 
know how. My father YOu KOs coincidence, don't 
had a thought rou think? 
is the only one who. Seoul te y 
ever did. 
The story you told 
me about your father. Maybe? 
you also mentioned he 
had a cousin named 


Rose, right? 


I had the same 
thought when | saw her, 
but she'd have to be pretty 
old for a Keidran to be 


| couldn't help but Tee Woe 


notice the caretaker of 
the estate also happens to 
be a white wolf like you., 
named Roselyn. 


I guess she might. If she knew your _ Pati Being 
Though if it is her, she may dad, maybe she knows confident is easy! 
not want to have anything something about his You just have 
to do with me. abilities, too? to speak your mind 
| am the daughter and don't cae if you 
of the wolf who left look foolish 
her to die, afterall. 


Raine, you can't 
be afraid to ask or 
you'll never know! 


Well, you 
certainly do 
that a lot. 
Just be 
confident! 


I wish it was. 
that easy, 


You know I'm not solving 
what... you're anything moping 
right! around here! 


Your legs are 
stil uneven. 








Look, 
you just wait 
here. 


Il go find Rose, 

wherever she is, and 

bring her here as fast 
as possible! 


Eh, hullo, 
m...ma'am? My 
name 


know who 
you are. 


Wha- huh? 
Have we met? 


No, but | 
was aware of you. 
Long ago, 


Well, like you 
said, that was... a 
long time ago. 


Anyway, this 
isn't about me! 





Master's childhood cohort. You were quite the bully, i| recall, One of the reasons, 
why | didn't like Saria associating with Trace, considering the company he kept. 


Then we'll rush 

those filthy fleabags! 

‘And anyone else who 
gets in our way! 


Right, Trace? Uh... yeah, 


whatever. 


It's my friend, 
Raine, She's— 


Uh... okay, 
I guess I'l wait 
out here then 












Hello, 
dear. 





I see we have Iwas sleep 
quite the mess on walking, Itwas 
our hand: the wolf, 


I-'m so sorry 
about the curtains 
Miss Roselyn. 
Not what | was 
referring to, but yes, 
the curtains are a 
mess as well. 


least, are easily 


magic, do you? 


Well, |have 
no real training, 
but I loved reading 

That's about it. 
fascinating! 


| saw the runes on everything | 
the table and wondered could get my 
how they worked! hands on. 


| couldn't read a lot of it, but | could tell it was very 
elegant runecrafting. It's not making the objects, ..You really 
right? It must be some sort of complex summoning are your father's 
circle, but all networked together, sourcing from a daughter. 
central storage room catalogue. It's brillant! 'd— 






So... you know 
who | am! You are 
the same Rose! 










Does that mean you 
know about my father’s 
abilities Anything that 
could help me? 











Sigh... I's shameful 
that neither my cousin nor 
your mother was wiling to 
guide you in magic. 
\can help 
teach you control. 
We are family, 


after all 


PN 









You have 
the same 
ability?! 


For me, itrequires mana 
For your father... and now 
you, it comes naturally 


It runs in I'd hardly call 
the family this “naturally.” 


Though your 
father's adaptation ‘Only because you 
was unique. were never allowed 
to grow into it! 










Your parents stunted your Well, we could 
growth - the bastards - but you're start by evening 
an adult now. You make your you back up. 


own choices. It'll be hard to 
So... you train you if you can't 
wanna to learn even walk. 
or not? 





















Well 
I've tried! 





If knew how, 
there wouldn't 
be a problem! 


But no matter 


ae what Id 


ma'am! 









It just 
Very much so! won't go back 
Uh... So, w-what to normal, 
do we do first? 





















Junderstand 
your feelings, but if 
you want my help, 
I must insist 








| see... well, why 
not try making the other 
‘one wolf too, then? 













‘O-oh. That. I need to see you 
might work. But transform for myself. 
if | do, then. 











Ah... 0-okay. 


‘You don't want liguess loan by: 


to lose more of your 
human self? Or are you 
afraid you might end 
up full wolf again? 










Good. Learning 
may not be easy, 





But | promise | will 
help you be more whole 
by the end of this. 












Alright. Don't shift 

carefully. all the way.. 

Don't shift all 
the way. 


Hey, did you 


hear that? Eh... well, it 


worked, | think. 


Sigh... back 
to dog legs. 


guess it is 
Toh! The better than being 

nerve of that fF unable to walk. 
pervert 











The other 
arm changed too, 
though. | couldn't 
stop it. 








Fascinating. 
was it painful? 










No, never. It 
does kinda itch 
sometimes 

| think | know of a way 
‘Hm, good, Painless to help you gain more control 
means it truly is the same over your wolf side... but you're 
ability as Euchre's, not going to lke it 













Though I've never In fact, | wouldn't be 

seen it stopped halfway surprised if you outright 

like this. Strange. refused, once you learn 
what itll take. 


\ 


I'm willing 
to try anything 
to fix this! 


You shouldn't 
say that before you 
know what itis, 


“It's trying to. 
get out”... “It was 
the wolf.” 

You act as 
though it's your wolf 
form itself that you're 
fighting against... as 
ifit were alive. 


Itdoes kinda 
feel that way 


If you're truly 
wiling, wear this. 


Cn 
lg Okay, 


what is it? 


Rene 


Templar slave 
collar. 


don't care 
what itis. 
I've lived in 
fear of this curse 
my whole life... ‘ 
That is the 
problem. 
The way 
you talk about 
your ability... 


Your Keidran shape 
is just that: a shape, an 

ability, a skill that requires 
training like any other. 


But I do think the 
first step is to conquer this 
subconscious wolf you've 

made in your mind, 


Are you out 
of your mind, 


old wolf?! Wy would 


| ever wear one 
of these?! 


Because. 
it only works on 
Keidran. 


Asa human, it 
shouldn't have any 
effect on you at all 


does, well 
| guess you'll have no 
choice but to overcome the 
wolf and change back, 
now won't you? 






















I'm desperate 
od to master this ability, Well, like Lisa, 
( I'm not surprised 


but using this seems 
80... dangerous. 





Ifyou won't do this, 
there are easier ways 


Could such 
we can try first 


an evil device 
really help? 





They won't be as 
effective, but you will 


should get results in time, 


refuse... but if 
it will, then 








Honestly, | picked 
the most drastic method 
| could think of first to see 
how you'd react. 








I'm glad there's a 
cautious mind in that head 
of yours. That's good. You'd 
bbe a fool to just blindly — 


Uh... actually, 
| already put it on. 


Wait, was | not 
supposed to? 


Lesson one: 
Slap yourself. 


That's for 
putting it on! ..And: 
calling me old! 


Yes, but you didn't 
even question it! What if 
had ulterior motives? 


You can't trust 
anyone 50 recklessly! 
Everyone is capable ; 
of betraying you! Especially 
family! 


» 
DES Out of anyone 
Ly i Er, sorry. 
/( We're famil Tamiya. Nevermind. 
f though! 














You're talking Well. the 
about my father, collar’s on now. 
aren't you? So, how does it 
I'm... 80 help me? 
sorry for what 
he did— 


Just try to be more: 
cautious. Everyone 
has an agenda. 
Hold out your 


That's a little... left arm, please, 
pessimistic. until say stop. 


Your problem is you ‘ust... lower Easy 
never naturally learned my arm? 
to shift as a child 
Straining aimlessly 
trying to change back won't 
do anything if you don't even 
know what to feel for. 


Do you 
feel the magic 
influencing 


Instead, | want you 
to try and resist the collar. 
Use its magic to help you 


focus your effort. 
Its like my 


arm has a mind 
of i's own, 


‘My hope was 
that by practicing to 
actively control it, this 
‘excerise would help you 
develop a better fee! ‘Whatever | will gain 
{or your wolf form. it takes, I'm control over 
ready! | can f myself! Both 
But if you can't do this! Zh forms! 
resist even a litle, | do 
think abit too 
much for you. 
to keep trying! Having 
‘something to focus on. 
I think it does help! 


You sure? 


‘You know it won't 


ly be holdi it Well, she’s determined, 
hand ite only going o get 1 give her that. I wonder how 
hand. It’s only going to get 


\ more difficult. ong until she regrets 





















Wow, that was 
cool, Maddie! 

How did you 
team to pick locks 
like that? 









Justa skill 
needed as an 
> 


‘Something's 


coming down UO! 
the hall! 4 






What in the 
world is going on 
down here? 





‘Oh, thank goo 
It's just a dra 





Statue? 





































I didn't know 
you were back, 
princess! 















Ws fine! 
Yeesh. 





. just retumed. 
I came to check on 
the prisoner. 





I'm a Basitin, 
trust me, this is 
But what in Nora's nothing. 
name are you two 
doing here? 





The dungeons 
are no place for 
children, 


























We were 
attacked... 


What?! 
Attacked?! Who? 
When?! 







Did they get 
the prisoner?! 






The wolves 
attacked the 
estate?! 






Where is he?! 
If he got out then 
Te got to... 


<Come on, 
Pin, magic-y-appearing 
? chicken... 












: <Rank? Well... ) =< "1 
Wait, you're | am Brutus! The 


awake?! boss's personal p | 
bodyguard! 
«You're <1 i | 
milan : 
eat me, are pa t 
ere x 
I don't bother with 
ieried 7 Ss ’ 
\ 
might if you In fact, he once 
don't talk! told me when drunk 


So, who that I'm the one wolf a 
‘you workin’ for? he enjoys having | 
Where? What’ around most! 

his plan?> 














Though 
he did make me 


( \\ y) 
swear later never 
pp belans > 


said that,> 






<U-uh. 
I work for the 
boss... Clovis. 
‘And the rest. 
I dunno?’ 















<Don't play 
dumb! You must 
know something! 
What's your 
rank?> 








So? What'd A-alright, 

he say? What'd that's enough! You two 

he say?! can't just interrogate th 
prisoner like this! 










Lt. Reed needs to 
be here for a proper, 
egal questioning 


In the meantime, !m 


| going to escort you both 





back to the manor. 






I dunno! | couldn't 
pay attention. He’s not 
wearing any pants! 


land maybe find 
‘some pants, 



















| was pretty 
disoriented, but 
did see tt 














|. can't 
remember. 





‘None taken. 


You two are very 
lucky to have survived 
a stone guardian! 


There was 
something. 


..Then | tried to 


dumb lizard almos: 
squashed me! 























Your nose, 
its bleeding 





Huh... yeah. 
Guess | was a litle 
more beaten up by 
that dumb rock than 
I thought. 










distract it, and that big 























I guess it was 
partially our fault for 
snooping where we 
shouldn't have. 


‘Oh, speaking 
of which, Maddie! 
Didn't that weird 
door open? 





Did you get 
a look at what 
was in there? 












Abright red glow, 
and. 
what was it? 













Oh, yeah! 






I swear | saw. 









Would you mind 
if | took a look for 
myself? 


J almost forgot. 





Woah, this 

feels weird... (ult was just as 
Wel? Bo | thought, the memory 
you see it? was removed. 





not. I saw the door, 


and the fight. occur to either 


of them. ) 








But y-you,,. must 
have been pretty dazed. (That's 
I couldn't see it either. dark magic. 
Troubling. 












What could 
be going on in 
this place? ) 







‘Aw, man! 
All that trouble 
for nothing 






(Something ies 19 Y~_ Going to spend 
sinister... |can ut yout 4 the day on the beach 
smelt it.) with Syyyythe? 








Oh, hey 
there, sis! 


y xs 





like how you 
just put that, 
but yes. 













Staying out of 
trouble, | hope? 


















Well, you two seem 
to have found your friends, 
So I guess it's time | took 
my leave for now— 


Come party 
with us! 





beg your 
pardon? 









We're all going 
to the magic beach! 
You should come too! 
Iti be fun, 


























‘No, | mean 
I cant, literally. 

My... erm. 
hips won't fit through 





Thank you, 
b-but I'd just be 
a third wheel 









Besides, 
Fean't-! 


come on! 





The prisoner's 
not going anywhere. 
‘Why not relax for a 
Title while? 


But so? I heard even 

baby dragons can tranform 

into animals. Just turn into 
something smaller! 


Like a horse, 
or a cat, or... ooh! 
Apuppy! Can you 

be a puppy?! 













{ don't trust 
the Templar 
or Trace. 


this is off the 
record, but 












Jam not 
turning into 





Itcan't be 
a coincidence, them 
showing up the same 
day we're attacked. 

















Could you keep 
an eye on the rest 


Strangers ty to of them too? 


pet me. I's very 


















Especially 
Trace and 
the tiger. 


'd just like 
to know where 
they plan to go 
from here. 











feeey | Suppose 


Pe. could try. 


Til be right 
fey back! | need to 


EN go change. 











Change? 
You mean your 
form, right? 








how you feel, Hey... don't worry 
about it! | know, You've 


talked about going home 
since we were kids 


y | don't want to 
spoil the mood. 


Let’... just enjoy 
Hit was partying these last few 
anything else, days! ...While we can. 












‘Oh, thank YS I don't even 


the masks, more care that i's our ex's, 
people. just save me from this 
awkwardness. 


Qa == 


Wow, there 
really is a beach! 


Though I'm surprised 
you're surprised. Wasn't 
Trace your boyfriend? 


He was. Though 
'm not sure what 
Iwas to him, 


Suffice it to say, 
he never invited me 
here before, 


Do so many of 
these have to be 

commands you'd 
give toa dog?! 


Allthe better to 

motivate you. Come now, 

this isn't even a particularly 
strong collar. 


You're not 


> f 
) even trying 


You'te enjoying 
this, aren't you, 
you old wolf? 


you e) 
faster you should lean 
to overcome it. 


one foot. 












Do you know 
how hard that is, 
with these dumb And what 
legs?! did | say about 
calling me old? 









Uh... why are 
you standing on one 
leg like that? 









Boy, | thought | 
told you to stay— 





Everything 
still alright in here? 
It's been a while. The 
others are probably 
waiting on us. 






















Actually, 
your friend 
is right. 






Ihaven't 
managed to 

change back to 
human yet! 


It's has been 
awhile. | think that's 
enough for today. 










| thought 
we were going 
to keep going 
until— 










You aren't going 
to master shapeshifting 
in one afternoon. 





And | have 
many other duties. 
I must attend to. 


Speaking 
of which, 
















such as 
mending the 
damage you've 
done to these 
curtains. 








That top of yours... 
it's made from a torn up 
sweater, am I correct? 










Hand it over. 
til mend that as 
well, when I have 
the time. 





We can try 
again another 






Oh, yeah, 

some of it was used 

for bandages back 
when | was— 


Ngh... 1 
have to stop 
myselfl 


Aah! No! Rose! f 
My hands-! Rose, take ~< 
4 it back! 
Don't worry, 


Il make sure your 
top gets back to you 
good as new. 


No, that's 
not— ah! 


B-bad hands! 
Let go of that! 


























Thank you, 
Ms Roselyn. 

Although 
that was a 
preity mean 








And little 
embarrassment 
never killed 
anyone. 









But for what it's 
worth, if you'd failed... 
| could have wiped his 
memory of it. 



















Desperation 
can be a good 
motivator. 





Then again, it does 
sometimes damage 
the mind, and it doesn't 
seem like he has much 
mind to spare. 













It's not going to 
be as intense as this 
every time, is it? 


me” Anyway, | was 
serious when | said 
it's going to take more 

than one lesson to 
master your gift 



























Like... as your 
student? 





But you have. 
potential, How would you 
feel about me teaching 
you magic? 





We'd start from 
the ground up. The basics. 
Just a few lessons, while 
you're staying here, 










L...1'd like that. 
I'd like that a lot! 








I've always wanted 
formal magic training, 
outside of books. 










But for now, 
go on. Have fun with 
your friends. | have 
work to do. 











(-okay! Thank 
you so much again, 
Ms Roselyn! 


Potential, 
indeed. 






So, this 
must be the It's turning cold 
, outside, but in here it's 
like summer! Cool! 


«Oh, hey! Keith, 
Natani! You guys 
made it as well! 


Everything 
alright with 
you two? 


Y <O-oh, 
yeah! We're 
fine.> 


where's— 


Flora. “Don't you think 
you should take it 
alittle easier? 


Why? Just cause 
'm carrying a baby? Tigress 
mothers stay active right up until 
we're due! We're not delicate 
like you humans. 


‘Have fun with 
your friends out 
there, Natani. 


Menjoy the 
sun and sand 
vicariously. 


Just don't start 

having too much fun 

with that Basitin before 
waming me, okay? 








<Natani 
and Keith left 
already?> 


« 
«Yeah, but it's 
fine. With a mental 
link, we're never 
really apart. 
And... they've Z 
got their own stuff 


«Don't say that. 

Things are going 

to change, i's a 
part of life. 


But you'll 
always be 
family.> 


«Keith's just, 
a part of your 
pack now too!> 


‘Guess who 
brought lunch?’ 


<Oh, Kat! 
You don't have to 

do that. You should 

be down at the party 
with the others.» 


<I will, later, 
but I wanted to 


«You know. 
it's funny. 
This isn't exactly how 
| pictured our reunion. | thought 
things would kind of just... go back to 
the way they were. The Assassin 
Brothers, together again! 


But seeing them 

together, it's started dawning 

on me that... Natani's been 
building a new life. 


And I'm... not really 
part of it anymore.» 


<Our pack, 
huh? Hm, 


Never thought 
I'd have one of those. 
Never in a million years 
thought itd be Natani to 
start one before me.> 





We made it! 

And it looks like 

everyone else 
did too 


Sony for 
the wait 


Well, you 
didn't miss 
anything 


I'm not really 
sure how to interact 
with any of Trace's 

new, 


We haven't 
started mingling 
yet. Honestly 


It’s almost like 
Trace went out of 
his way to collect one 
of every breed of 
fleab- 





Er f 
furred... folk! 


But, you 
know. It's. 
whatever. 


You were right 
though, this place 
really is a zoo. 


Did sword-for- 
brains just... think 
before talking for 

once? 


I don't even 
know how to 
react to that. 


Trace dating 
a Keidran is one 
thing, but this. 


This is truly 
a sign of the 
apocalypse. 





Seems like 

everyone's here. 

'm gunna go find 
a drink, 


Huh? Wha— 
Hang on! 


Reni’s not 
back yet! 


This... is the 
current version of Woah, that's 
‘my human form. so cool! 


Its stil a work | thought dragons 
in progress! could only turn into 
animals? 


We can be 
human, though it's 
hard not to look off 

in some way. 
Most just 
don't out of pride, 
I think- ef?! 


You forgot 
two things. 


Well, | did consider 

other sizes in the past, 

but I'm not a mammal, 

0 | could never tel if 
| got them right. 


Besides, being 

on two legs is strange 

enough without being 
top-heavy too. 





<Natani? 
You'r 
Are you okay 
being like that?> 


<Well, it's too 
hot for a sweater 
in this place! 


And... I... want 
to be here with everyone. 
I've never been able to do 


stuff like this before. 
Ngh... so, | guess = 


I'm just... seeing how 
this goes...> 


<Hey Natanil = «Wait, you... 
What's up with the don't know?> 
wrapped chest?» \ 


leave it-!> 
okay, Keith, 


She's going to find 
‘out eventually. 'd rather 
it came from me first 


— 


«Well, they can't 
possibly be very And that means, with Reni, 
ifyou can hide them there's now two people here 
so welllike that! with breasts smaller than mine! 
's a guy and a dragon, 
but Il take it! Victo 


<Really?> ( 
js «<...Seriously, 
Uf, Flora? That's what 
SS you think offrst?> 
— 0— 


«Wow. So, under 


<t'mfine 
with this! Don't 








Some time later. Where in the 
world did you 
get this from? 


Magic 


Ugh! Don't 
eat in the pool! 
That's filthy! 


Being filthy can be 
fun sometimes. 


Come on, 
it's a party. 





What?! 
Don't make 
jokes like that! 


I'm not 
joking. Why 


A | 


Why not?! 
Because you're 
a wolf, idiot! 


No, no, no! 
The whole world 
might be turing upside 
down, but I'm not going 
along with it! 


Okay! 
Okay! Fair 
enough, 


Ifyou don't 
want it, that's 
fine! 


| thought you 

might be curious too, 

but maybe not, It's cool. 
Don't worry about it 


Ineed to 
get a drink, 


We're 
different 


f 
as Doesn't seem 


to have stopped 
our ex's any. 


And ifit's 

good enough 

for the Grand 
Templar. 


Why would 
you even want a 
relationship? 


‘Aren't humans. 
disgusting to you? 


‘Oh, come on, 

Maren, Fur or not, 

you're anything but 
disgusting 


And it wouldn't be 
something so serious 
asa relationship. 


Just a way to, you 
know, feel things out. 
Satisfy curiosity. 


Oh, okay, sure. 
There's a table down 
by the beach 


Is there one 
in your room? 














.) I's me, 
0} > 
@ Me and Sam 





YW Roan, you 
DL stupid idiot! 
were caught by the estate 
security looking for a way 
to break you out! 


7 So thanks for 
trying to eat me, 
you moron! 


Oh... sorry 
I'm glad you're 
okay. Uh... 






Say... just asking, 
but... are you going 
to eat that egg? 





There's 
the table. 




















Gods... am 
| really actually 
considering this? 





Just ask it for 
whatever you want > Cr) 
and it appears! If 

they have it. 








He said it 
wouldn't be serious, 
50 it doesn't have to 
mean anything 












Huh... handy. 
Could have used 
this at my tavern 





But still He's, 
a Keidran! Am 
lerazy? 
















Maren, not to 

shoot mysef in the foot, 
but I told you, i's okay if 
you're uncomfortable. 


Tell me, Wolfboy! 
Just how different are 
you from a human? 

know 
humans don't 
go this fast. Uh, 
huh? In what 
regard? 






) 


You know 

what | mean! 

How do you... 
compare’ 






We can just 
take it easy. 








Um, I'm not 
really sure? 


But... | mean, 
I'm not wearing any 
pants right now. 


Drinks! Yes! 


Need drinks! 








Hey, Reni! 
Everything 
alright? 


Asa dragon 
living among humans, it's 
often hard to feel... normal, 
but everyone here is, 
so... different! 


Ijust wanted 
to thank you 
for allowing me 
intrude on your 
gathering, 

For the first time in 
my life, I don't feel like 
Of course! | stand out much. 
It's no intrusion. 
You're welcome 
here. 


This is... very odd 
but remarkable group Without a Could 
of friends you have. fight breaking” speaking of which, Jinterrupt 
out, anyway. | actually want to say everyone 
something while most fora sec? 
Yeah. glad we've are stil here... 


Py {managed to finally all 
B sathe in one place. 





I know many 
of us will be going But we're 
our separate ways Iggy , Some of you are all here together 
soon enough headed home... and now. And while 
others are continuing 
on with us. 


There's one thing 
I'd like to do, before we 
get scattered again 


acy 


Let's get 
J married! 


you're supposed 


= to.ask that! 





S-sorry, | didn't 
know there was a 
procedure! 


sure how to 
react, 


Apart of me 
wishes non-humans 
could be more open 


Not me! 
1-tmean 
others 


But with the 
war, marrying 
a Keidran, 


Idon't 
have anything 
to give, or— 


It's okay, Trace. 
You already did. 


Just ask me 
the question. 


Will... you 
marry me? 


What?! 


This is crazy! 


Fooling around 
is one thing, but. 
marriage?! 


Y-you can't 
do that! 


I know it 
won't be accepted. 
I don't care. 


We can have it here 
on the estate in private, but 
I want it to be done, for real 
And | really hope you'll 
all be willing to— 





Look at 
the sky! 


Woah. 
That's so 


Perhaps... we 
just used up all 
the magic? 















The door 
we came in, 


it's gone! 
Something / And t'm 


teleported having a very bad 


Maybe we 
should go ask 





] 


= 


auMate 


We need 
to get out 
of here. 













saw you 
teleport away. un 











Urgh... What 
happened? 










Where 
are we? 






It looks like 
we ended up in 
a hallway. 











Hello? Are 
you there? 





That's weird. 
| wonder if | messed 
up where it was trying 
to send you. 







Strange. Usually 
she always seems to pop 
out of nowhere when her 

name is... huh? 








Get off him 
you... rock 
lizard thing! 













Listen to me! 
Flora... is our 
friend, Okay? 


I know she's 

a Keidran, and... that 

might sound strange 
coming from me. 


But she 
Woah is, Do not 
woah! You hurt her. 

too! Stop! 






In fact, 
don't hurt anyone 
unless | say so. 
Understand? 





Absolutely 
not! 






No, 
of dragons acting 
as your personal 

guard de 









Dragons! 
Made of stone, 
for protection. 
Think of it! 







my magic. 


Rawght! |. 
suppose I could 
make you. 
Alizard, 


Nota 
dragon! 


‘And just the 
one! You want 
‘more, you're on 
‘your own. 
This counts 
as my gift for 
the birthday. 


Trace, it's 


following US. sure this thing 
is safe? 


Yeah, I'm sure. 
| remember... Nora 
made him for me. 

Stor 


Heft him 
here to protect 
something. 


It's insulting! 
And a waste of 









Its not for me! 
It's for her. 


I made a few 
attempts myself, but tl 


they 


just don't have the spark of 


life you could give it. 


You take 
advantage of 
‘me, you know 

that, right? 


You say that 
like you don't 
want me to. 


Just don’ 
it, litle 


| specifically 
recall ordering you 
not to jump on me 

like that again! 


‘Snrk! Cheeky. 














jt push 
one. 






Didn't 1? 


Stoney. 
look at me, 
















This door 
behind the waterfall 
is nothing but a bunch 
of beach junk! 


Reni! Go 
dragon! Bust 
down a wall! 









There's no 
way out. 


H-hang on! 
Let’s not be 
hasty! 









It could be just a simple 
‘malfunction. | can't go right 
to destroying property before 
knowing if we're actually 
in any real danger. 





Can we please 
start breaking things 
now, Ms Reni? 





Well, we're: 
still in the manor. It 
looks like we're on 
the 3rd floor. | think | see a 
big glass domed room 
next to us. That must be 
where the fancy, door 
in the hall goes 
Plech! It's 
dusty in here! 


Dam, | was. 
hoping for a 


It's the only 
option, so it must be 
the way back. 


Nah, just 
some old junk. 


Although. 
this is weird. 


Find 
something? 


something like this 
doing here? 














Trace?! 
What's wrong? 
Talk to me! 












Saria...! 
She'd just 
learned. 


Iremember! 
We made plans. 
trip to the cabin 
to celebrate 













When the 
wolf... the filthy 
Keidran scum! 























Trace, you have to 
stay in control! Listen to me! 


in the past. 
t with you now 


The memories. 
they came so much 
stronger this time. 











But I'm okay. Oddly, 
| don't feel the other part 
of me trying to get out this 
time. | think even he would 
rather not be h 

















To make you 
feel better. 








And remind 
you that your fiancée 
is one of those “filthy 
Keidran” now. 




















Well... you do 
shed quite a bit 


You know, 
he was meant 
to be for her. 









You... had Nora 
make your child a giant, 
scary stone lizard? 
















Trace, it's 
still watching. 


Yeah. | figured, 
why not? I had Nora 
growing up. 










I planned for Stoney 
to be her version of Nora, 
‘An eternal companion. 







Huh? 
Oh, yeah, 
its fine. 


WOOSH, 





We have We do. And | won't 
another let it happen again. 
chance. No matter what. 










When | realized 
that table could spit 
out crystals, well 


I stashed as. 
many as | could fit 
in... 








<How are you 
using magic without 
mana crystals?’ 











«Can you 
teleport us 







<First thing 
I tried, but I'm 
blocked.» 









«it's like 
the building itself 
is trying to keep 
us in here, 










‘We're gunna 4 For the first time 
have to break in my life, I don't have 
‘our way out,» to worry about running 
out of mana,» 














Blasting holes in 
stuf is supposed to 


be what I'm best at! 














Graaah! 





Alright, 
wall! This time 
'm serious! 





Why isn’t 
this working! 


Be carefull 






I'm afraid if 
we hit it too hard 
it could bring down 
a lot more than 









<Outta 
my way! I've 
got this!> 








<That's it? 
Just a tiny 




















That same 
magic took a chunk 
Out of those lizards 
‘a minute ago! 


crack?> 








Itnearly 
took a chunk 
out of me! 


ZA 







Didn't you hear 
what Raine said? You 
could have hit her, 
you idiot! 







‘The moment you chipped 
that wall, every statue turned 
to look our way! | think we've 
got their attention! 


doesn't know 
human! 














Iknow 
what “idiot” 
means! 





\ i Hey! 
y That's the 







You got 
something to 
say, Red?!> 


one I killed!» 





Shit! Well, just 
means we're on 
the right track, 





I stil don't 
understand 

why the estate's 
magiciis acting 
like this, 








We'll smash any 
that get past the dragon 
and take out this wall 
together. 

















Rose... Rose 
might know. 
Where is she? 









Are you 
sure you're 
okay now, 
Trace? 








Oh! I didn't 
notice this painting 
here before. 















It's another of 
Miss Roselyn, like the 
one in the foyer. 











Ah, yeah. 
Saria’s work 
again 











It seems like she 
enjoyed painting Rose 
a lot. They must have 
been good friends. 









Saria's death 
had to have been 
devastating to her 
as well 







I wonder if Rose was 
planning to be the nanny, 
had Saria lived? 







| don't remember, but. 
yeah, probably. She acts like a 


stem old wolf now, but somehow 
| get the feeling back then she'd Sh Gaita.on, Idon't like 
r this place. Too 


ve should get 
many old. 


have been just as excited. 
out of here. 





Something's \ 
not right 


What's 
the matter, 
Trace? 


















Look at 

the dust. Itmust have 
been Rose who 
moved it. 










Everything in 

this room hasn't been 
touched in years. Huh? You're right. 

twas probably on a wall 

But it almost looks like somewhere before, 

someone set this painting like the others. 
down here recently. 















But... why would 
she take a painting of 
herself off a wall and 
hide it in here? 





Flora?! 


Flora, what is it?! look at the 
What's wrong? J painting. 





that crystal 
over there.. 
Is that—? 






Mike, what 
do we do?! 









Pssst! 
Hey! Boys! 


Bi Dragon fight on 
one side, magic fight 
on the other. 


I suddenly 
really miss 
the ship. 






My sister! 
You know, dark 
hair, grumpy. 








I haven't been 
able to find her or 
Sythe. Were they 
still in the room? 


More fog's 

coming in. You two 

should get up here! 
It's safer. 





By the way, have 
either of you seen 
Maren anywhere? 











over here. 






Huh? Oh! 
There you are, 
Maren! 











bit doesn't 
matter why 
I'm here, 


The point is, 
| saw Maren leave 


the oasis earlier, s0 BaLnenhes 
that couldn't have Mh were you 
been her! She wasn't 
here in the room C Ifthe estate is making 
when the door illusions to trick us, how do | 
vanished. ‘ know you're not a trick too? 












Huh-? | just 
met you today. 














Quick! Tell me 
something only | 
would know! 


Quick! 
Tell me something 
| wouldn't know! 












And if the house 
really is out to get us, 

it could have overheard 
anything | told you, 






Listen, | just 
snuck in earlier, 
okaaay? 







Then how would 
you know ifit’s true 
or not you idiot! I'ma spy, 
it's what I do. 


Keith was fine 
being in here, and | 
figured if 'm ever going to 
surpass him to become 
the next Ambassador 
General, | needed 


to learn too. 


froma 
distance. 









So where's 
the real Maren? 








| saw her leave 
the oasis with that wolf 
guy a while ago. 












Oh! She's missing 
this. At least she's 
out of danger, then, 
Wait, wolf guy? 
Sythe... with Maren? 
Where'd they go? 


They said they 
were headed to 
the rooms. 
Mentioned 
something about a 
“hook up"... whatever 


that means. res 





They really 
said that? Are you 
absolutely sure?! 










‘Oh my gosh. You literally 
this is the best almost died a 


day of my fe. minute ago. 
in the middle 


of a battle, put 


shouting on 


the way up. 
‘You okay? /) 


| believe it's 
really you. 












Ngo 
make sure 
he's dead. 












Don't bother. 
He doesn't matter 
and we have very get to the bedrooms after all 


litle time. and find Zen. Remus, 















Ibe fine. 
Ihave my right- 
Romulus, hand wolf soon, 


keep watch, 


Iwill head to 
the dungeons and 
free the others. 





And give 
Zenny my 
regards. 





«You get the 
feeling the boss wouldn't 
bother with this himself fit 
was us instead of Brutus 
down there? 







Boss, one 
of us should go 
with you! 




































What's 
happened to 


Re 


Its been so 
Jong, but we can 
finally proceed. 








) do not 
understand these 
questions. 






y As | said, the 
body is prepared. 


Rose is as she ever 
was, since being made 
the heart of the estate. 


in the event that Rose 
should ever break free 
from her restrictions, 


~ ~ 
ee, You set me to awaken 


Ihave activated the 
guardians to ensure nothing 
interrupts the ritual, 





|... you what 





So, i's true. Our 
memories have been 
tampered with. 











.No matter. J 

| was another 

experiment of ours, 
contingency. 
One... not quite 

A. successful. 


/ 


s a 


Are you saying 


The only reason 
I dated Maren 
for... this’ 


It doesn't matter. This 
has to stop! Hear me? This 
isn't what | want anymore! 








— | 

0 Gra ‘ 
<~ 
~ (i 


= 


\ 


=) 














Natanil 
what's wrong? 









I dunno. Never felt 
like this before... but I've 
never been able to use 
this much magic at once 
before either. 





Take it easy, 
please! 


You're stil r 
recovering from 


last week. 









Grah! This... 
stupid... wall! 


Am leven 

getting anywhere? 

swear this thing is 
healing itself! 


Why in the world 


did they build these 
walls so thick? 


W-well... he room is \ 
huge. The walls would \ 
need to be sturdy. 
It probably goes all 


the way to the roof with how Raine, | appreciate 

tall itis, and there aren't any you're trying to help, 

interior pillars for the ceiling, but that was a 
sal tte weit fis thetorical question! 





No, wait! 
The ceiling! 


It's flat, but it has no 


columns. It’s probably held up 
by supports from the roof above. 
If's0, there's no way it's as thick 
and heavy as these walls, 








Atleast Look! 
1. think. There! 






That's not 
astar! 









It's a hole! 





That must be from 
when Natani’s magic 
got deflected! 









We must have 

‘caused enough damage 

to knock out the whole 
room's magic. 


Huh? What's 
happening, 


Ack! And the wall’s 
gone! Was everything 
in the room a lie?! 


Well some had 
What?! They to be real, there's still 
were fake too?! pieces everywhere. 


Either they just 
teleported away, or the 
room was making it seem 
like there were way more 
than there were. 


explain how they 
seemed endless. 


Oh, the 
doors back! 


Oh, yeah... the rom 

was using illusions against us. 

| probably should have mentioned 
that earlier... my bad, 





Strange... 
I've often been 
able to see through 
illusions, but this time 
| couldn't tel. 


Everything 
in here was lit up 
like magic. 


Everyone 
okay down 





Stick together, 
get to a safe location, 
and stay down. 


I must go che 
on the grounds and 
the dungeons! 


Reni, you're 
hurt! And you must 
be exhausted! 


You should 
st yourself 


Afterwards! For now, I'm honestly 

I must fulfil my duties! more concemed about 
walking around outside 
without any clothes on. 


Ack! I'm 
streaking! 


Wl be fine. 


Iam a dragon. 
At least no one 


can see me. 


Woah! Did you see that, 
Landy?! Reni’s attacking the 


Grand Templar's hou! ‘And she’s 


naked! 


Sealeen... she's 
a dragon. That’... 
not weird, 


I know! I've just 

never seen her without 

her regalia. | bet Sarah 
would've loved this, 









D-did you hear that? 
It's the dragon, | know it! 
‘Argh, we're so screwed! 
















Don't worry! 
The boss'll get us 
out, you'll see! 







You moron! 
The boss doesn't care 
about me or you! 











Clovis doesn't care 
about anyone but himself 

‘And that weird vendetta 
against those two assassins, 
for some reason. 











\ That's not 
a true. He sent 


you to get me 










He didn’t send us! 
‘Sam and | only tried to get 
you out ‘caused we figured 
there'd be extra coin in it 















We knew you 
were the boss's 
favourite tool 












Well it's 
But he's not good to know 
‘coming back for us. That how you really 
pompous prick would sooner feel, Roan. 
letus all die than risk his 
‘own powdered ass! 












I Iwas just 
runnin’ my mouth! 
It's good to see you! 


Is it? I'm not 
sure I can say 
the same. 


| seem to recall 
ordering my men 
to simply watch 


got us cursed! 
I dunno where 
he went, but he'd. 
tell ya— 
An! Yes, Sam. 


the estate. We already got him. 
He was in the fields 


Tell me, is out back. 


my memory 


wrong? You did? If he 


says it's my fault, 
he's a liar! 


Oh, he's not 
very talkative at 
the moment. 


The boys 

had quite a laugh 

draggin’ him back 
to the rift. 


Say, why 
weren't you 

Honestly, | think it's changed? 

an improvement. At least 

as a dairy cow he's finally 

contributing, 


Wait, you're, 
not going to change 
him back? 


‘Why should 1? 
It's funny. 
Let him be 
stuck with udders 
from now on. See 
how he likes it. 


As for you, it's 
a shame you're not 
a hen anymore. 


Atleast then 
you might've stil 
been useful 


He was! 

Roan was a 
chicken! (ene 

Until | ted 

to eat‘em! 


Is that so? 


Weill have 
to take good 
care of Sam. 





H-hey boss. 
uh.... I'm glad 
to see you too, 


I know how 
you feel about 
being burned, 
Its a painful way 
togo. I would never 
kill you that way. 


That's a 
relief! 


You don't 
look injured, 


But then I learned you 

were alive, and... despite the 

amulet, my very first thought 
was getting you out. 


Itmade me 

realize just how 

much I'd come 
to value you. 


To the point where 

'd even consider risking 

my own... substantially 
more valuable self. 


‘most loyal friend. 


Brutus... Why 
are you looking at 
me like that? 
There's no 
need for you to. 
be scared 


When that 
dragon hit you and 
you fell from the wall, 
assumed you'd 
been killed. 


| was sad... but | had 
my amulet. | told myself 
it was meant to be. A tidy 

end to a rotten era 


Brutus...You've 


always been my  eaknags 


ve allowed myself 
to tolerate, 





You've always been 

my best friend! The oth 

said you don't care, but | 
always knew 


You've been 
through a lot something to eat once 
we get back? We can 
celebrate your success! 

I'm... starving 


Oh, that’s funny, 
| feel really tired all 
of the sudden, 


Don't mind 
it, Brutus. 


I can't wait... to 
get back home. 


I never doubted 
you'd come back for 
me. |... Clovis. 






























I can smell you 
behind that curtain. 
You're injured 


Show yourself 
and lll make 
it quick.> 








Ifyou run, | will 
atch you, and | will 
make it hurt 


Don't force 






<The hell? 
I've never heard a 
squirrel growling like 
that before. 





Shoo, ya 
Title rat!> 





{What the hell 
| get out of— 
‘Ah! Argh! 







Hil burn you 
to ash for this, 
you little—! 


\e. 
We. 


r 
You're no 
) ordinary squirrel. 


My mana! 


How did it 


What are you? 


sy 





<You think there's 
one in the guild who 
doesn't hide mana in case 


of an emergency? 


You're not as 
clever as you 
think you are!> 


What kind 
amateur do you 
e for?!» 


But you, 


That stupid rat! 
A quicker death than 
itdeserved 








Oh, hey, 


I must have hit my 
head harder than 


I'm okay. I'm gk 
you are tox 


Thank goodness his 
as as lousy as he 


Valso feel like | might ha 
a concussion right n 
































‘We better get 
out of here, in case 
that guy isn't as dead 
as he seems! 








The other one 
said the name 
“Clovis.” 


‘That means it's 
the same group as 
that fox that attacked 
us on the road. 





But he got blasted. 
How did they catch 
up with us? Ugh, 


I'm in no shape 
| to fight. I have to go 
Id. warn the others, 


But what I really 

need is to find Maren 

Why did she vanish? Is 
it related to all this? 


Hey, Nibs! 
Where you going? 
Don't run off! 





Welp, 
that settles it 
I definitely have 
brain damage. 








Danger 
all around, and 
I'm following a 
squirrel 


Upstairs? 
I guess it's the 
safest direction. 


Wait, are 
you... taking me 
somewhere? 

































Dragons. 
It's always 
dragons... 





So youre the one 
behind these attacks! 
Irecognize you from 

the memories. 





‘Surrender, 
now! 





fo 


You 
Insufferable, 
self-righteous 

creature! 









You and your kind 
have been the bane 
of my existance! 


Interferring 
{ with my plans! 
With my life! 


But not 
this time! 





Not sure if! 
can get this blood 
know out, though.. 
Rose said we 
didn't have to... 


But I'd feel 
bad leaving all this, 


work for her. 
| S 
. v 


They should 
take it easy too! 


Natani just 

recovered. Tsk, 

those two really 
are siblings. 


'm worried about 

Zen. He puts on an 

act, but his infection 
is getting worse, 


He's got to stop 

sneaking out of bed 

and reopening the 
wounds. 


He needs to 
take it easy. 


What was that? 
| wonder if Natani and 
the others are training. 


aM 


it seems I'm 
a bit lost. 
The name's 
please direct me Romulus, by 
to Zen’s room? the way. 











Are... are 
you a friend 
of his? 


we'te real good 
friends 


I've brought a gift 
for him, in fact. Now 
where is he? 










Lo don't 
know where 
Zenis. 


Don't lie to me. 
It's my day job 
to sense lies, 


I know 
he's here. 


| can smell 
the scent of a 
wolf on you. 








Last chance. 
Look me in the eyes 
and tell me where 
he is. Truthfully. 


Ifyou don 
just track him down by 
scent eventually, and your 
friends will have to find 
you lying here. 








go! Let-! 


Zen... Zen isn't 

in this hall, he's in the 

next wing, first door 
on the left. 


There's 
someone 
here! 


There. 
that's better. 


| gotta admit. 

| dunno how you did 

that, but you really got 
me! Nice one! 


But enough 


games. Let's try 
this again: 


Tell me 
exactly where 
Zen is, Now. 


This was 
supposed to be 
my gift for Zen, 


But if he's so 
injured, | doubt he'll 
put up much of a 
fight, anyway. 


And | have 
a feeling the boss 
will ike you. 









Don't bother 
trying to take 
it off. I don't 
belong to 
anyone! 










Not even 
Vean. 


Hey, | said 
. no lying 
~~, Someone 
You're clearly put a lot of 
property of work into you. 
Clovis now. 
/ 


It's obvious just 
from the way you look 
what you ai 


Now, be a good 
girl and head over 
to the terrace. 

The estate is 
warded, but once you're 
outside, itl send you to 

some friends of mine. 


Keep up that 
spirit, though. 


Maybe one day 
you'll get Clovis like 
you did me! 


If so, word 
of advice... if you're 
gunna get the drop 
‘on someone... Maybe try 
and make sure you 
hit something more 
vital next time? 












y 














Ita. it 
stopped, 





Wewhat 
happened? 








Kat, are 
you alright? 







Tran when 
Theard your 
screaming. 


twas so scary! 
ee 2s ike... something 
else in my head, pulling 
my strings! 


I know. | never 
wanted you to have 
to experience one of 
those things. 
I'm... unfortunately very 
familiar with them given my. 
family's occupation. 


| just cycled through 
every fail-safe | knew. 
If it wasn't for Zen, 











Sue 





I'm just glad | got to 
finally stick it to Remus. 
Or... was it Rom? 


Oh! Nah, 
no problem! 







Zen! Are you 

there? | felt more pain, No, I'm fine, 

what happened? just... uh, did you just 
say lizard rocks? 












Did you run 
into the lizard Yeah, the beach 
rocks too? party got a little more 

exciting than expected. 
We were attacked. 








Why didn't you 
contact me?! 
I couldn't! 
Until | stepped out 
of the room, | couldn't 
reach you at all. 








be fast Okay, but 
finer teiad Just overexerted be carefull 
cas nates tite myself a bit with magic 

d protecting Keith. Iran into 
though another of Clovis’ 
goons up here. 













We're headed 
to the foyer to. One of the 
twins, There may 
be more. 









think | found 
the other one. 







Guess the dragon 
must have got to him 

first. She did run ahead 
\ to check things out. 






mt 











